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REPORT
OF

THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
DEP .ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF .INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Washington, D . 0., November 1, 1877.
SIR: In the. annual report of the Indian Bureau, which I have the

honor to present herewith, I have embodied the usual reports of agents,
as prescribed by law, as also a schedule of all bids reJeived and awards
made at the public lettings of contracts, and the various tabular statements, tog·ether with the usual iuformation to be found iu the reports
of this officP. As a preliminary to this report, I invite your attention
to the following brief outline of some of the subjects which are discussed
in it, and of the conclusions reached.
In considering any comprehensi Ye scheme for the ci dlization of the
Indiall race, it is indispensable at the outset to throw aside tbe sentimentality that is so fashionable in our day, and to treat the subject in a
practical and common-seuse way. This is the only course uy which we
can hope to dea,l successfully with the matter. I assume that there
is no intrinsic impos~:;ibility in t,he way of the great mass of our Indians
being brought to a degree of advancement that will render them harmless, as its :first results, and that will al:lsist them in working out ultimately a complete<l civilization. But in order permanently to lay the
foundations on whicll to build up such a civilization, the following pre~
lirninaries are essential:
·
1. A code of laws for Indian reservations, and appliances for dispensing justice, neither of which at present have any existence.
2. Provision for the preservation of order and tile enforcement of
laws by means of an Indian police, composed of Indians under white
officers.
3. The endowment of the Indians with lands, divid~d into farms of
convenient size, the title to which shall be vested in individuals and
inalienable for twenty years; and the promotion in every feasible way
of the knowledge of agriculture and a taste for agricultural pursuits
among· them.
4. The establishmeut of the common-school system (including industrial schools) among them, with provision for their compulsory education
in such schools.
5. Opportunity for the free access to the Indians of Christian teachers
and mi~sionaries, in order to reclaim them from a debasing paganism,
and to win them to a purer and more ennobling faith.
6. The institntion of a wise economy in feeding and clothing them,
makiug sure that it is not wastefully done, and being careful especially
not to m:-~ke pan per of them by· the enconl'agement of a system of gra~7 I
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tuitous supplies, but to minister to their self-help by insisting on their
contributing their labor in return for the supplies given them.
7. A steady concentration of the smaller bands of Indians upon the
larger reservations, and a discontinuance of the removal of the northern Indians to the Indian Territor:v. This last is essential to the welllbeing of the Indians, since the effect of the change of elimate to which
the.v are subjected by such removals tells with fatal effect upon tlieir
health and longevity. Southern Indians, however, wbo are in Colorado, Arizona, and New :Mexico, should be settled in the Indian Territory, the climate being favorable to them, and there being sufficient
arable land for their maintenance.
LAW FOR 1'HE INDIANS.

There is no act of Congress which deals with the punishment of crimes
against person or property (within the meaning of the common law, as
distinguished from statutory crimes against the United States) committed by or against Indians within the boundaries of an Indian reservation. It is most desirable that a judicial system or code of laws·for
Indians should be established, under which crimes by or against Indians
may be prosecuted and successfully punished. The machinery of the
United States judicial system in the States and Territories in which
there are Indian reservations could be utilized to this end by proper
congre~sional legislation.
The enactment of a code, based upon the result of the experience of
those familiar with Indian life and manners, as a supplement to the
adaptation of existing laws, would cover the defects in the system by
which the civilization of the Indian is now being attempted. These are
merely suggestions, which can be elaborated by those whose duty it is
to make laws.
The evils resulting from the absence of law are forcibly described by
Bishop Hare in his fifth annual report, dated September 11, 1877:
Ch·ilization has loosened, in some places broken, the bonds which regulate and hold
together Indian society in its wild state, and has failed to give the people law and
officers of justice in their place. This evil still continues unabated. Women are
brutally beaten aud outraged; meu are murdered in cold blood; the Indians who are
friendly to schools ·a nd churches are intimidated and preyed upon by the evil-disposed;
children are molested on their way to school, and schools are dispersed by bands of
vagabonds; but there is no redress. This accursed condition of things is an outrage
upon the One Lawgiver. It is a disgrace to onr land. It should make ever.v man who
sits in the national halls of legislation blush. And, wish well to the Indians as we
may, and do for them what we will, the efforts of civil agents, teachers, and missionaries are like the struggles of drowning ruen weighted with lead, as long as by the absence of law Indian society is left without a base.
INDIAN POLICE.

The preservation of order is as necessary to the promotion of civilization as is the enactment of wise law ·. Both are e sential to the peace
and happine of any people. A a means of pre erving- order upon
an Indian re · rvati n, an Indian police ba been found to be of prime
importance.
bav r commended an additional outlay of money to
enabl the go ernm ut t extend the u efulnes of a police ·y tern
now in it infanc · with u '. In Canada, the .entire body of Indians
ar kept in rd r by .-uch for ·e. In this country, as far as it bas
n tri . i w rk aclmiral>ly. I would recommend that the force be
c mp . 1 f Ir lian ·, pro1 rly offi · red and drilled by white men, and
h r ·apabl In ian · ·an b foun 1, that tlwy be promoted to command,
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as reward for faithful service. The Army has used Indians for scouts
with great success, and wherever employed the Indian bas been found
faithful to the trust confided to him. I would also recorumend that. the
police force be supplied with a uniforni similar to the style of clothing
whjch I shall hereafter suggest to be furnished for all Indians, with the
addition of a few brass buttons by way of distinction. The employment
of such a force, properly officered and handled, would, in great measure,
relieve the Army from doing police duty on Indian reservations. I am
thoroughly satisfied that the saving in life and property by the employment of such a force would be very large, and that it would materially
aid in placing the entire Indian population of the country on the road
to civilization.
EDUCA'l'ION AND CIVILIZATION.

There is little hope of the civilization of the older wild Indian, and
the only practical question is how to control and govern him, so that
his savage instincts shall be kept from violent outbreaks. There is,
however, much encouragement to work for tile gradual elevation of the
partially civilized adult Indians, and especially of the youths ·of both
sexes; and considerable progress has been made, notwithstanding the
difficulties which a humane treatment of the Indians bas had to ·encounter. These difficulties may be stated as partially growing out of
the dishonesty of Indian agents, traders, and contractors, by which
Indians have been deprived of their just dues, and sometimes of the necessaries of life. Another and serious drawback is to be found in the
encroachment of greedy white men, who surround them and continually
plot to deprive them of their possessions. Unfortunately, Indians judge
all white men by these specimens, with which they are only too familiar.
Notwithstanding all the disadvantages, there is, as I have said, a perceptible progress, which, under more favorable circumstances, might be
greatly accelerated.
Undoubtedly our chief hope is in the education of the young, and
just here our best and most persiStent efforts should be made. The
Indian youths in the various schools show surprising progress in penmanship and drawing, and can be taught the ordinary branclles of a
common-school education as readily as white children, except, perhaps,
arithmetic. Such being the case, every effort should be made to take
advantage of the aptitudes they have exhibited, anu to bring Indian
children into schools. I would advise the establishment of a rule making
it compulsory upon all Indian children between the ages of six and fourteen years to attend schools, andrequiringEnglish alone to be spoken and
taught therein ; and it is decidedly preferable that as many of them
as possible should be placed in boarding-schools, which possess more
advantages in every way than day-schools, for the reason that the exposure of children who attend only day-schools to the demoralization
and degradation of an Indian home neutralizes the efforts of the schoolteacher, especial1y tllose efforts which are directed to advancement in
morality and civilization. Forty children can be boarded and instructed
at an expense of one hundred and twenty-five dollars each per annum,
the cost being slightly reduced in schools containing a larger number
of pupils.
·
I recommend that provision be made to give a higher education, in
some of our normal schools at the East, to Indian youths sufficiently
advanced to enable them to enter such schools, in order that the bureau
may l>e supplied with educated interpreters to take the place of the in-
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competent men who now perform the service with discredit to themselves and detriment to the Indians.
In order to carry out the policy which I have brie:fl.v outlined, I have
recommended an appropriation of fifty thousand dollars, as a special
fund, for the esta.blislHnent and support of additional schools wherever,
in the judgment of the Secretary of the Interior, they may be most
needed. In addition to the ordinary schools, I particularly recommend
the establishment of in<lustrial schools, in which those OYer fourteen
;years of age may be taught the various trades and thus be qualified to
become self-supporting.
Iucreased expenditure on civilization account is called for by the
additional number of Indians who are af\tively seeking· for the means
of civilization.· The recent visit of the Sioux chiefs at Washington·was
remarkable for the earnest tmanimity with which they besought the
government for implements of ~griculture, for cattle, and for scl10ols for
their children. The expenditure of one hundred thousand dollars during
the next ;year, in addition to the agricultural fund, would be a wise economy, an1l tend materially to lessen the demand for supplies in the early
future. There is no good reason why the Sioux Indiam1, for example,
might not, in the course of time, becorue extensive breeders of cattle.
The business w.ould not be laborious in itself, and is one for ·wllich they
have exllibited considerable aptitude. Besides, it would tend directly
to interest them in the accumulation of property, which is one of the
lllo~t important steps in civilization.
INDIAN LABOR.

The Indian, in his savage state, is the only born aristocrat ou American soil. He despises labor and looks upon it as an indignity. He will
hunt or make war at an immense expencliture of strength, and in the
prosecution of those pursuits he will exhibit great tenacity of purpose; ·
but when be is talked to about the necessity of toil as a means to earn
his bread legitimately, he turns a deaf ear, and imposes on his squaw
the burden and drudgery of work. To overcome the natural repugnance of the Indian to work, it is needful to adopt a system of training
tba~ will gradually incite him to labor by appeals to hi~ self-interest.
To that end agents must use· care in tlw distribution of supplies, and
should demand from the Indian some work for the rations furnished him.
Again, instead of giving out contracts to dissolute or idle white men,
who are hanging arouud the agencies, for cutting fire-wood and splitting
and hauling rails for fencing, or for getting hay, tbe Indians should be
made to perform all these offices. Rome agents are eminently successful in utilizing Indian lab01~-A gent Wilbur, of the Yakama agency,
for example, who not only h~ all this work done by his Indians, but
bas trained them to mannfactt:ae saddles and harness, as well as make
wagons and do carpenter's work. This office ha recently refused to approve contract made by agent for cutting fire-wood and fencing, on
tb old plan, and ha in isted that agents shall secure this work to be
<l ne l> ·Indian , by holding out to them the inducement of extra ration
or om· ther compen ation.
FOOD FOR '.rHE INDIAN.
~h : taple f< d for t be Indian, and great care hould be
furm.-h a. good quality of it. The want is mo:tly upplied
a ·at 1 , whwh are driven north by ea y stao·es, and are allowed
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to feed in the many ranges furnishing an abundance of grass of excellent quality. These Texas cattle, properly cared for, make very good,
nutritious beef; more like wild meat, however, as t~e meat is lean and
not so interlarded with fat as stall-fed eastern cattle. The southernmost
agencies get the poorer class of cattle, which have been driven only a
comparatively short distance without the advantages of such grass as
grows in the Platte Valley. Heretofore the government has paid little
attention to the quality, or even weight, of cattle for the Indian service.
This, however, is undergoing investigation with a view to a better regulation of this branch of the service.
Flour is the next great article of food furnished to the Indians) and
the standard quality used for the purpose is known as the New York
XX flour. The chief difficulty in getting the full percentage of value
· out of flour arises from the ignorance of the Indians in the art of breadmaking. TIJis is only to be overcome by a more systematic and thorough course of education for Indian girls.
Oorn has been furnished to the Indians recently in large quantities,
but where they have no facilities for making it into corn-meal, they have
in many instances sold it to the traders. It is, therefore, useless to send
the corn unless there are mills to grind it at the agencies. Corn-meal
cannot be sent to the agencies, as it sours very soon, and can only be
used when fresh -ground.
METHODS OF CLOTHING INDIANS.

The blanket must give way. It is only tolerable in tiJe radest savage
life. It is unfitted to be the garment of civilization and labor; and as
the Indian is gradually brought to give up his nomadic life for one of
labor aud industry, the question of clothing becomes one · of practical
interest as bearing upon his advancement and civilization. The custom
hitherto pursued has been to furnish blankets, and clothing made of
cotton-warp fabrics, known in the marlret as "satinets" and "mel tons."
Clothing made of these materials is · not serviceable, as the garments
become threadbare with the least wear, and will rend with slight strain.
In an economic point of view nothing is more useless, and, indeed,.extravagant, than clothing made of these materials. We should have a
uniform material, made entirely of wool-like army-cloth-for Indian
clothing; and the garments should consist of a coat and pantaloons,
the coat to be in shape like the old fringed rifle-coat or blouse, with
a belt at the waist. TIJe object should be t.o secure the comfort of the
wearer and uniformity in style of clothing, so that competitors for
clothing-contracts might know in advance precisely what kind of garments would be wanted for the Indian service.
In this connection I would say that one Indian· agent proposes to
erect a woolen-mill at his agency, to enable the Indians to make their
own cloth from wool of their own raising. This would be advisable if
the necessary machinery to do the work were simple and inexpensive.
REMOV.ALS TO 1.'HE INDIAN TERRITORY.

Experience has demonstrated the impolicyof sending northern Indians
to the Indian Territory. To go no farther back then the date of the
Pawnee removal, it will be seen that the effect of a radical change of
climate is di astrous, as this ·tribe alone, in the first two years, lost .by
death over 800 out of its number of 2,376. The northern U!Jeyennes
have uffered evere1y, and the Poncas who were recently removed from
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contact with the unfriendly Sioux, and arrived there in July last, have
already lost 36 by death, which, by an ordinary computation, would be
the death-rate for the entire tribe for a period of four years.
In this connection, I recommend the removal of all the Indians in
Colorado and Arizona to the Indian Territory: In Colorado, gold
and silver mines are scattered over a wide extent of territory, and
are to be found in every conceivable direction, running into Indian
reservations. Of course miners will follow the various leads and prospect
new ones without regard to the barriers set up by an Indian reservation. Hence the sojourn of Indians in this State will .be sure to lead to
strife, contention, and war, besides entailing an enormous expense to
feed and provide for them. Again, there is no hope of civilizing these
Indians while they reside in Colorado, as a.U the arable land in the State
is required for its white settlers. A mining population needs in its
immediate vicinity abundant facilities for agriculture to feed it. The
question of feeding the white population of the State is one of paramount importance, and will certainly force itself on the attention of the
government.
What is true of Colorado is to a certain extent true of Arizona also;
but in addition thereto, it must be considered that the expense of transporting annuities and supplies is enormous. The government has been
paying eight and ten cents per pound for the transportation of flour
and other necessaries to feed the Indians, and the total cost of maintaining the In.d ian tribes of Arizona for the past three years has been
$1,084,000. While the Indians are kept there this expenditure wm go on,
perhaps indefinitely increasing, without any corresponding improvement
in their welfare or civilization. Moreover, the Indians of the State and
Territory are uneasy and restless, and are constantl,y moving about, both
on and off their reservations. The true remedy for these evils is their
immediate removal to the Indian Territory, where 58,000 square miles are
set apart for the use of Indians; where they can be fed and clothed at
a greatly diminished expense; and where, better than all, they can be
kept in obedience, and taught to become civilized and self-supporting.
ON AGENTS.

The anomaly of the present system of paying Indian agents needs
only to be stated to be apparent. We pa.y an agent having charge of
three hundred and twenty-five Indians $1,500, while another, having the
care of seven thousand, is paid only the same sum. It may also happen
that an agent having the oversight of but three hundred and twenty-five
Indian may have with him a son employed as a clerk at $ 1,000 per annum, a daughter as a teacher at $600 per annum, a brother as a farmer
at 900 per annum, a cousin as a blacksmith at $900 per annum, with a
~epbew as a carpenter at $800. At the same time, another agent bavmg the care of .·even thousand, having only his wife, (not u11der pay,)
t~ough obliged to entertain all trangers and military officer visiting
h1 ag UCJ, draw from hi salary only a bare subsistence for him elf and
wife, and i nece . arily in very traitened circumstances. T!Ji latter
ca , tom. know I dg , i · literally and exactly true of one agent. The
fir ·t ca e . tated, though a uppo able one, i possible to have occurred
unu r ur pr .'ent ·;r.·tE'm.
I recomm n 1 ~ t:o r mecly thi inequality and unfairnes , a classification f t b ag ncie; a. follow :
·_g nt · of the fir t c1a , having in cb'arge 7,000 or more Indians,
ing in charge more than 5,000 and less
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Agents of the third class, having in charge more than 3,000 and less
5,000 Indians, $2,000.
Agents of the fourth class, having in charge more than 2,000 and less
than 3,000 Indians, $1,800.
·
.Agents of the fifth class, having in charge more than 1,000 and less
than 2,000 Indians, $1,500.
Agents of the sixth class, having in charge more than 800 and less
than 1,000 Indians, $1,200.
Agents of the seventh class, having in charge less than 800 Indians,
$1,000.
The classification of agents above suggested, although securing to
some of them a higher salary than they now receive, will not entail a
larger expense upon tile government when the consolidation of Indian
tribes upon a smaller number of reservations is accomplished, as the
number of agents will then be correspondingly reduced. It is also to be
hoped that a higher rate of compensation will secure to the government
a superior class of officer~.
The estimates presented by this office are based upon the old system,
for the reason that the changes herein suggested will require additional
appropriation.
It is necessary that, as far as possible, temptation be put out of the
way of agents, by discouraging purchases in open market. Such purchases have been in the past a fruitful source of speculation. Such purchases should only be made, with the approval of the Hon. Secretary of
the Interior, in cases where be is convinced that a real emergency exists.
To avoid open-market purchases to :;~; greater extent than heretofore,
arr.ple notification will be given to agents to send in estimates of the
goods and supplies needed at their respective agencies before the. commencement of the fiscal year, in order that the annual lettings of contracts and making of purchases shall, as much as possible, include all
needs, and that goo<ls and supplies may be apportioned properly, thus
leaving little room for future wants or deficiencies.
Up to the present time 11epotism has prevailed at the Indian agencies
to such an extellt as to have become a public scandal, a nuisance that
must be immediately abated. For instance: It is not an uncommon thing
to find four relatives quartered upon a single agency. Sometimes more
than that number may be found, including the traders. One case has
been discovered in which the agent has bad his wife appointed matron
at a salary, and the only individual to matronize is llis family cook.
One agent recently forwarded for the approval of this office the nomination of one of llis sons, a lad of 17, as farmer, at a salary of $1,000, while
his real market-value probably would not exceed $150 per annum; and
another son, aged 1G, as as istan t farmer, at a salary of $900; the mar·
ket-vahie of such a boy probably being $100. Iu such cases, however,
the fraud on the service would be greater than the difference between
the market-value of the two boys' services and the salaries paid them,
since they would be utterly unfit to work with the India11s and train
them to a knowledge of farming, for whielt alone the expenditure could
properly be made. These are not solitary instances, and an extended
list of others, q nite as flagrant, might be made. We are endeavoring
to uppress such ·ctbuses as rapidly as they are lliscovered.
t~an

NEED OF A SOLICITOR FOR TilE BUREAU.

In larg-e mercantile establishments it is the practice to employ one or
mor solicitors, to be always present in counting-rooms, whose special
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office it is t o draw contracts, to give legal advice, and to make collections by law. The Indian Bureau needs the services of a competent
solicitor in drawing contracts, in passing on land and other legal questions, and in prosecuting defaulting contractors, who, until recently,
have been suffered to go for want of a prosecutor. The outlay of three
thous~n d dollars per annum for this purpose would result in saving to
· the government many thousand dollars annually. Such an officer is indispensable for the proper working of the bureau.
TRADE WITH INDIANS.

A very important subject for consideration is that of Indian traderships. As the agency traders have daily intercourse with the Indians
upon their reservations, they have .unlimited opportunities to influence
them for good or evil. The true interests of the Indians are -not always
in harmony with the personal interests of the traders. From time to
time facts come to light which serve to prove that not all of them are
worthy of the recommendation upon which their licenses were granted.
The fact that in every outbreak of Indians it is found that there is no
· lack of arms and ammunition, proves that at least with some traders,
the accompanying horrors of a war with savages have not always been
sufficient to overcome their greed for gain. So, too, the opportunities
afforded to dishonest me11 to cheat the Indians through the use of tokens
and tickets in lieu of money, and again by demanding of thP-m much
higher prices than are asked of white men, . even when money is used,
are far too frequently availed of.
To enforce the laws respecting the sale of arms, ammunition, and intoxicating drinks; to do aw~y with the pernicious system of cheeks and
tickets, which by traders are misnamed dollars; to insist that no
distinction shall be made between whites and Inuians in the prices to
be paid for purchases and sales of goods, anu to g-uard against it by
calling upon the tradPrs to furni8h printed price-lists which the Indians can understand, for the principal articles which they may have to
sell; to counteract as much as possible the bad results of that selfaggrandizement on the part of traders which results injuriously both to
th(3 present interests and future welfare of the Indians; in fine, l>earing
in mind that the trading business in the Indian country is to be conducted primarily for the benefit of Indians and but incidentally for the
benefit of the traders, to utilize the money-making instinct, and through
a system of fair dealing to make the traders most potent instruments in
the civilizing proce s, will be but carrying out that law which require'
this office" to make such rules and regulation as it may deem ju t and
proper." That I have no desire to disregard or avoid the duty which
the law bas put upou me is made manifest by the fact that I have
already i sued the r quh;ite instructions for the accomplishment of the
objects herein mentioned.
There are till other difficulties resulting from thee tablisbment of
trader in the Indian country. Each year the Indians are clamm~ou ' to
be p rmitt d to hunt buffalo; and each year it becomes more and more
certain that the pr c c1 of the bunt ub rve the inter·e 't of the
trad r in ecuriog l>uffal -ro
in trade for good , .aud lead th m to
nc ura~ the Indians in k ping up an enthu 'ia m for the bunt.
. pit th aunual l . . f f nc . , d wellingR, and out-building , occa'1 ?
· the rairi -fir ' which rage unchecked during the ab · nee of
th u· ow11 r , th ~rad ·r' iutlu nee i. potent in maintaining that habit
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of gaining subsistence by the chase which is a relic of barbarism and
an obstruction to the progress of Indian civilization.
I a.m not disposed to favor any monopoly of the business; but, on the
contrary, shall grant~ sufficient number of traders' licenses to secure a
wholesome competition. At the same time I shall hold them to a rigid
accountability; and any failure to conform to the rules and regulations
of this office will cause the speedy revocation of a trader's license.
THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS.

Since the year 1870 the influence exerted by the Board of Indian Commissioners has made itself felt in the purification of the Indian service.
Prior to that time it was the custom to receive bid~ for annuity goods
and supplies in classes. By this system a bidder was obliged, for example, to hid for all the dry-goods needed in one class, i. e., to make a
price for every article in the long list called for, the bureau reserving
the right to alter quantities to suit its requirements. Under this system the contract went year after year to one house, and was looked
upon by the public as a practical monopoly, so much so that competition fell off, one house seeming always to have inside information from
some one connected with the bureau. The original Board of Indian
Commissioners aimed its first blow at this faulty system, and secured
a reform in this particular by requiring bids to be made for each article
separately. By this method only, a fair competition could be had.
From this date a decided improvement in the manner of purchasing
took place.
After the resignation of the original board, consisting .of Messrs.
Brunot, Stuart, Welsh, Dodge, Farwell, Bh;bop, and Campbell, in the
early part of 187 4, there was a change for the worse in the purcha:::;es
for the year 1874, when a loose system of purchase and inspection again
prevailed, and loud and earnest complaints were made, among which
were those by Professor Marsh, on the inferior quality of all goods purchased; On the filling up of the board in .July and August, 1874, the
system of the original board was again established, and improved in
some particulars.
The main action of the board bas been iii the interests of good government, and it has exerted a beneficial effect in reforming the service;
and although it has had many difficulties to contend with w'ithin its
organization, its influence has been salutary, and has tended to keep
out abuses.
THE NEZ PERCE W .A.R.

The Nez Perces originally inhabited the country in Idaho· lying between the Bitter Hoot and Blue Mountains, and extending from the
Pelonse Hiver on the north to the Salmon River and Valley on the
south. By the treaty of June, 1855, signed by :fifty-eight chiefs, headmen, and delegates, a portion of this Territory on the west and south
was ceded to the United States, Uhief Lawyer occupying the Kamiah
Valley, Big Thunder the Lapwai, Timothy the Alpowai, Joseph the
Wallowa, and Billy the Salmon River Valley.
Upon the discovery of gold in the fall of 1860 the reservation was
soon overrun with settlers rushing to the mines, and to avoid a conflict
between tht>m and the Indiaus an agreement was entered into, but not
confirmed by Congress, on the lOth of April, 1861, between Superintengent Geary and Agent Cain on the one part and Chief Lawyer,
with forty-seven chiefs, headmen, and delegates; on the other part,
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whereby that portion of the reserve lying north of the Snake and
Clearwater Rivers, the South Fork of the Clearwater, and the trail from.
said South Fork by the '' Weipo root-ground" across the Bitter Root
Mountains, was opened to the whites in common with the Indians for
mining purposes. In defiance of law, and despite the protestations of
the Indian agent, a town-site was laid off in October, 1861, on the reservation, and Lewiston, with a population of twelve hundred, sprung
into existence. To this another grievance was added in tbe distribution
of annuities, articles being supplied in inadequate quantities. In 1862,
only 247 blankets were furnished the tribe, or one blanket to six Indians, and 4,393 yards of calico, which was less than two yards to each
Indian. Giving a blanket to one Indian works no satisfaction to the
other five, who receive none, and two yards of calico to each Indian
affords but little help and no advancement; yet this was all that could
be distributed owing to the meagre appropriations allowed.
By the spring of 1863 it was very evident that, from the change of
circumstances and contact with whites, a new treaty was required to
properly define and, if possible, curtail the limits of the reserve. Accordingly, on the 9th of June, 1863, Calvin H. Hale, Charles Hutchins,
and S. D. Howe, commissioners on the part of the United States, and
Chief Lawyer, whose opinion Governor Stevens held in higher esteem.
than that of any other Indian in the Territory, with fifty other chiefs
and headmen, (twenty of whom were parties to the treaty of 1855,) on
the part of the Nez Perces, made a new treaty, whereby the reserve was
reduced to its · present limits, excluding Wallowa, Salmon River, and
Alpowai Valleys. After the conclusion of these negotiations, the Nez
Perce tribe divided into two factions, viz, the treaty. or peace party and
the non-treaty or war party, the latter being led by Joseph, LookingGlass, Big Thunder, White Bird, and Eagle from the Light. Chief Joseph and his band, utterly ignoring the treaty of 1863, continued to claim.
the Wallowa Valley, where he was tacitly permitted to roam. without
restraint, until the encroachments of white settlers induced the government to take some definite action respecting this band of non-treaty
Nez Perces.
A commission, con i ting of Hon. J. P. C. Shanks, Hon. T. W. Bennett, and Agent H. W. Reed, was appointed March 26, 1873, to investigate and report upon Indian affairs in I(laho; and Superintendent T.
Odeneal and Agent J. B. Monteith were designated, February 7, and
25,1873, respectively, as a special commission to make an investigation
and hold a council with Chief ,Joseph and band, and other Indians occupying Wallowa Valley in Oregon, with a view to their removal, if
practicable, to the Lapwai re erve. Tile first-named commission state
the onrce of the then exi tiug troubles with the Nez Perce Indians to
have been the encroachment of whites upon their farming-lands and
upon their fi h ry and huntiog-grounu , as well as the actual settlement
o.f four white m n within the limits of the reduced reservation, iu violatiOn of reaty . tipulation . The other commi sion held the removal of
tb
roving ~ez P r ·<~ to the Lapwai re:;;ervation to ue impracticable.
. o long a: the Wallowa Vall y remained unsettled, Chief Jo eph and
~~ - foil w r.· r tain d it in quiet po
ion, under the full sway and
1nfluenc of 'rnohal1a and oth r ''dreamer " or medicine-men, who
h l.cl that th arth wa. , part f them. lve , and that Cbief Josrph had
' r1 ght t r am. wh r v r impul. e or inclination led him. A a removal
ha .
n le lar d
b impracticable, and hi right a. a non-treaty
nchan t
· 'lP. th \Vallowa Valley wa, till mooted it wa cleemed
t
g ocl poli ·y in a oidanc of a conflict liable to 'be the re ult of
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·. additional settlement, to declare the valley an Indian reservation, and
thereby check ·further encroachment of settlers until some decisive
action could be taken by Congress to remove the whites from Lapwai
resen·e, and to settle the non-treaty Indians thereon. Accordingly, on
the 16th of June, 1873, the President declared the Wallowa Valley a
reservation for the roving Nez Perce Indians, so long as they remained
peaceable and committed no depredations on the settlers or their improvements. There being a number of settlers within the reservation
thus set apart by the President, an appraisal of their improvements was
made and submitted to the department to be recommended for appropriate legislation. Congress, however, failed to make any appropriation for
the payment of the claims of these settlt'rs, and Chief Joseph, after a
lapse of two years, showed a disposition ·neiti.Jer to settle upon the
Wallowa reserve nor to respect tlle rights or property of the whites
wfiom he encountered in his unrestricted ro\ing. Having thus failed to
secure thP. results contemplated by the issue of the order of J nne 16,
1873, the Indian Office then recommended a revocation of said order,
which was signed by President Grant June 10., 1875.
Owing to the imminent danger of a conflict between the settlers and
thesP. roving Indians, growing out of the murder by the whites of one
of Chief Joseph's band, and of the depredations upon the crops and
stock of the whites by the Indians, a commission, consisting of D. H.
Jerome! esq., Brig. Gen. 0. 0. Howard, Maj. H. Clay Wood, A. A. G.,
and William Stickney, esq. and A. C. Barstow, esq., of the board of
Indian Commissioners, was appointed in October, 1876, by tlle Secretary
of the Interior, Hon. Z. Chandler, to visit these Indians with a view to
:Fecure their permanent settlement upon the reservation, and their early
.entrance upon a civilized lift), and to adjust the difficulties then existing
between them and the settlers. The report of the commission, submitted December 1, 1876, (which accompanies this report, page, 183,)
recommended. first, the return of the dreamers or medicine.men to the
reserve, and, in case of refusal, their transportation to the Indian Territory; secondly, tbe speedy military occupation of the Wallowa Valley
by a force adequate to suppress any outbreak, the agent in the mean time
to continue his efforts in persuading them to settle upon the reserve;
thirdly, failing to secure a quiet settlement upon tbe reserve, that
forcible means be used to place thRm on it; and, fourthly, should depredations upon property or any overt act of hostility by the Indians be
made, the employment of sufficient force to bring them into subjection
and to place them on the reservation.
The department acted upon these recommendations, instructing the
.agent to hold interviews with these Indians, and also requesting the
War Department to take military occupation of the valley in tb!:' interest
of peace, and to co-operate with the agent in the e:trort to place Chief
Joseph and his band in permanent homes upon the Lapwai reservation.
General Howard, with agent Monteith, took charge of the proposed
negotiations. . Several interviews were held with Chief Joseph, but owing
to the pernicious influence of the dreamers-Smohalla especially-no
suggestion from the Indian agent seemed to Chief Joseph worthy of
consideration; and it becoming evident to Agent Monteith that all negotiations for tbP. peaceful removal of Joseph and his band, with other
nOil·treaty Nez Perce Indians, to the Lapwai Indian reservation in Idaho
must fail of a satisfactory adjustment, General Howard was placed in
full control of all further attempts for their removal.
He held three councils \dth tbe.·e Indians, on tlle 3d, 4th, and 7th of
}fay la t respectiv-ely, in which Jo eph, Looking·Glass, and White Bird,
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the three chief leaders of all the non-treaty Indians, agreed to go upon
the reservation with their several bands. In accordance with this agreement, arrangements were made to visit the several localities on the
reserve suitable for the settlement of their bauds. The first visit was
made on the 8th of May, to the valley of the. Lapwai, for a location for
Joseph and his band. The next day Looking-Glass and White Bird
visited the valley of the Clearwater, at the mouth of Karuiall Creek.
Here, among the Kamiah Indians, Looking-Glass proposed to settle upon
the spare lands of this valley.· On the lOth of May they proceeded some
sixteen or eighteen miles up the Clearwater, where they found a country
abounding in wood, water, and grass, with plenty of arable land. Encouraged by Looking-Glass, \¥bite Bird settled upon this as his location.
Having accomplished this part of their plans, the Indians met on the 15th
of May, at Fort Lapwai, to hold a final council in regard to the removal
of their bands to these localities, and agreed to remove their stock and
settle thereon in thirty days. So confident were General Howard,
Inspector Watkins, and Agent Monteith of the honesty of purpose of the
Indians as displayed iu their couucils, and their definite selection of
homes, that they felt justifieu in telegraphing tbe successful termination
of any danger of an outbreak, and the approaching peaceable removal
of all non-treaty Indians to suitable homes within the limits of the reservation.
One day, however, prior to the expiration of the time fixed for their
removal (namely, June 14, 1877,) opeu hostilities by these Indians began by the murder of twenty-one w!Jite men aucl women on White Bird
Creek 1 near Mount Idaho, in reyenge for the murder of one of their
tribe. The few troops under the command of General Howard were
ordered out at once, and on the 17t!J of June Captain Perry made the
· first attack in a calion of Hangman's Creek, near Spokane, 75 miles
east of Lewiston, losing thirty-four men. On the 4th of July the attack
was renewed by Colonels Berry aud Whipple at Kamiah, near Oottonwood on Salmon Hiver, with a los~ of thirteen men. The next battle
was under the immediate command of General Howard, which occurred
on the 12th of July, on the South Fork of the Clearwater, near the mouth
of Cottonwood Creek, the government sustainin g a loss of eleven killed
and twenty-six wounded. Ou the 19th of July the Indians were reported as having fled on the Lolo trail to the buffalo country east of the
Bitter Root Mountains: having crossed the Clearwater 20 miles below
Kamiah. At this juncture, Joseph showed a disposition to surrender, H.ed
Heart ana twenty-eight followers having voluntarily given themselves
up; but the threatening attitude of '\Vhite Bird compelled him to abandon thi design and join the others in their flight to the Bitter Root
Mountain.. By this parley of Jo eph, the Indians gained fo ur days'
advance of the troops which were . ent in their pursuit. By forced
marches, however, General Gibbon, on the 9th of August, carne upon
the . . .Tez Perce camp, at Big llole Pas·, Montana Territory, 135 miles
from .:\Ii oula, making an immedrate attack. Both sides lost heavily.
General Gibbon him elf wa: wounded anu u tai11ed a lo s of seven offic r and fifty-thr e m n. From ilii battle-field the Indians fled down
the anna ·k trail to the vicinity of Bannack City, where they turned
outbw ·t rly to Hor, e I rairie, and proceeded on to Old Fo1·t Lemhi,
the Iormon Fork of ~·almon }i,·er, outh of Salmon City. After
p ing int Idah , the h , i1 again turned ea tward and cro: · d into
_Ionta .. v~ ntl. making th ir wa up llenry' ' Fork of Snake River,
m th v1mmty f L k H Dl'/, toward the Yello" stone Park \Yith
'
en ral II " ard iu pur ·uit.
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Instructions were issued to General Terry that if the hostiles should
reach the park and cross into the Big Horn country, on the passes of
the Stin kingwater, Colonel Miles should be ordered to attack them. The
Irtdians made an attack upon General Howard at Camp Meadow, near
Lake Henry, capturing some one hundred horses, one- third of which
were, however, retaken after the ' battle, in which General Howard lost
one man killed and seven wounded. On the 27th of August, the Nez
Perces crossed the Yellowstone above the falls, at the npper end of
a canon in the National Park, on thejr way to Wind Riv€r.
Colonel Sturgis was directed to leave the Crow agency for the Clark
River Valley to capture the Nez PP-rces. On the 13th of September be
had a battle with them on Canon Ureek, Clark's Fork, near the Yellowstone, in which but few men were killed and wounded, but the Indians
lost heavily in men and ponies. The Indiaus were evidently making for
the Judith Mountain, with Sturgis and Sanford in pursuit, followed by
General Howard. They crossed the Missouri River at Cow Island on
the 23d September, and entered the pass between Bear's Paw and the
Little Rocky Mountaius on the 28th, carrying many wounded, On the
route from the Yellowstone to the Missouri River, the Nez Perces encountered the Crow scouts, who made a sudden charge upon them, capturing large numbers of their ponies and mules, as well as killing and
wounding many of their meu . General Miles, who bad been ordered to
intercept, did not strike their trail till they had crossed the Missouri.
As the hostile Nez Perces were coming out of the Bear's :Paw 1\iountains,
on the 3d of October, General Miles moved his command rapidly to
Snake Creek, inet, and surprised their. camp at eight o'clock in the morning, capturing about six hundred horses, mules, and ponies. This engagemeut was the severest blow the Indians hfld yet received. Besides
the loss of their horses, they lost seventeen killP-d, including LookingGlass and Joseph's brother and three other chiefs, and forty wounded.
After this day's battle Joseph resorted to diplomacy, and gave his solemn pledge that he would surrender, but did not do so, evidently waiting for aid from other Indians.· This failing him, aud General -Miles
renewing the attack the next clay, he was compelled to end the long and
severe struggle on the 5th of October by an unconditional surrender of
all his forces.
Upon the capture of Joseph and his Indians, the first question that
arises is, "What shall be done with them ~" Humanity prompts us to
send them back and place them on the Nez Perce reservation, as Joseph
and his. followers have shown themselves to be bntve men and skillful
soldiers, who, with oue exception, have observed the rules of civilized
warfare, and have not mutilated their dead enemies.
·
There is, however, au insuperable difficulty in the way, owing to the
fact that. at the beginniug- of the outbreak of the Nez Perce war, twentyone whites in the immediate vicinity of Joseph's home were murdered
in cold blood by the Indians, all(J six white women were outraged. Because of these crimes, there woulcl be uo peace nor safety for Joseph and
his Indian on their old reservation, or iu its vicinity, as the fi'iends and
relatives of the victims would wage an unrelenting war upon the offenders.
But for these foul crimes these lndians would be sent back to the reservation in Idaho. Now, however, they will have to be sent to the Indian
Territory; and this will be no hardship to them, as the difference in the
temperature between that latitude and their old home is inconsiderable.
. The gallant achievement of Genernl Miles in the capture of these Inchans has had a decided and beue:ficial influence on other hostile tribes.
It is m:-1inly owing to this iutluence that the Sioux have quietly assented
to the removal the:y l.>efore refused to make. ·
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THE SIOUX WAR.

The causes which leu in February, 1876, to a military campaign against
that portion of the Sioux Nation, known as the non-treaty Sioux,.or
followers of Sitting Bull, were fully detailed in the last annual report
of this office,* as also the fact that after the opening of hostilities they
received large accessions to their number from the agency Sioux. This
report showed that such desertions were largely due to the uneasiness
which the Indians had long felt on account of the infraction of treaty
stipulations by the white invasion of the Black Hills, seriously aggravated at the most critical period by irregular and insufficient issues ofrations, necessitated by inadequate and dela,yed appropriations.
Of this campaign a full and detailed account will of course be found
in the reports of the honorable Secretary of War. It has, however,
seemed to me proper to present herewith a brief outline of its principal
events, in order that the records of the 'Indian Department may contain,
at least, a summary of the most important Indian war of recent date,
and one which bas involved every interest of the largest tribe with which
this office bas to deal. The campaign was carried on for the most part
in the region south of the Yellowstone, between the Big Horn and
Powder Rivers, in Montana and Wyoming. It opened with an attack
made upon an Indian ·camp on the Powder River, March 17th, 1876, by
forces under General Crook, who had approached from the north by
way of Forts Reno and Phil Kearney. After this attack the troops returned to Fort Fetterman, March 26th, and remained there until the
last of May, when they again started out, pursuing the same route as
before, and on June 17th engaged in an ali-day fight with the hostiles .
near the bead of the Rosebud, after which they went into camp, and
General Crook sent for reinforcements, which arrived August 4th.
About the middle of May a force of about one thousand men under
General Terry left Fort Abraham Lincoln-and ascended the Yellowstone
to the mouth of the Rosebud. There the Seventh Cavalry, numbering 600 men, commanded by General Ouster, left General Terry with
orders to proceed up the Rosebud and acro~s to the Little Big Horn ..
General Terry then proceeded to the mouth of the Big Horn, where he
was met by a body of 450 men under General Gibbon, which had marched
from Fort Ellis down the Yellowstone. 'l'he combined forces ascended
the Big Horn to the mouth of the Little Big Horn, which latter stream
they also ascended, and arrived June 27th at a point about forty miles
above its mouth. Here they found that two days previous the forces
under General Ouster had had au engagement on this gronnd with the
ho tile , which bad resulted in the entire destruction of five companies
under General Ou ter's immediate command; and that by their arrival
the remaining seven companies, under Major Reno, had narrowl_y escaped
baring the same fate. The troops theu returned to the mouth of the
Big Horn, leaving behind 259 dead and carrying with them 53 wounded.
A month later, July 2(ith, at the reque t of Lieutenant-General Sheridan, the lnt rior Department conceded to the military the super vi ion of
th L wer Brule, Uheyenne I iver, and Standing Rock agencies; and
militar offic r were lllade acting ageut at the Red Cloud and Spotted
Tail ao· u ·i ·.
bout the .·arne tim Gen ral Terry, who had meanwhile received reent' rcem nt. c1 cendecl theY llow. to11 to the Ro ·ebud, and a 'Cended
th P . hn : U mil · whP.r , Angu, t lOth, be joined General Urook. 'l'he
a.me i contained iu Senate Ex. Doc. No. 52, 1st sess.
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. Indians, however, took this opportunity to escape in the direction ofTongue
River. The trail was followed down the Tongue, across to the Powder
River, and down the Powder to its mouth. At this point, on August
25th, the two forces separated, General Terry going north of the Yel~
lowstone to prevent escape in that direction. General Crook followed
the trail southeast toward the Black Hills until it became so scattered
as to be indistinguishable. During this pursuit, on September 14th 1
General Crook's advanced column surprised and attacked a village
of thirty lodges near Slim Buttes, 180 miles from the Cheyenne River
agency. This was followed up by an attack on his main column by the
band of Crazy Horse. The troops then carne into the vicinity of the
Black Hills, and soon after assisted in disarming the agency Indians of
Red Cloud and Spotted Tail. General Terry likewise disarmed and dismounted the Indians at Cheyenne RiYer and Standing Rock.
The mai_n body of the hostiles under Crazy Horse went in small companies toward tlle Yellowstone, near the Powder River, then up the
Yellowstone to the Tongue River, and down that river to a point near
Suicide Creek, where a winter camp was made in the heart of the buffalo
country. This coustituted the headquarters of the hostiles under Crazy
Horse until .March. 1~77, when the camp removed to the Powder River.
Another portion, under Sitting Bull, took a more northerly course
toward the Yellowstone and Glendive Creek. The winter camp of this
chief was about two hundred miles north of the Tongue River toward
the Dry Fork of the Missouri. He seems to have made frequent trips
between the camps for consultation and to distribute ammunition,
which he obtained by trade with the Red River half-breeds near the
British boundary.
On the 18th of October a large force under Sitting Bull attacked a
.supply-train near Glendive Creek, ran off sixty mules, and retreated
across the Yellowstone in the direction of Fort Peck. This movement
was anticipated by Colonel Miles, who, with troops belonging to
the just-completed cantonment at the mouth of Tongue River, started
to intercept t.hem, and came upon their camp October 21. Under
a flag of truce presented by the Indians, two councils were held with
Sitting Bull and other leading men, at which the latter reiterated their
old desire to be independent of the United States, their indifference to
any government aid in the way of supplies and annuities, and their wish
to be connected with agencies only to the extent of trading in ammunition; nor would they give any pledges of good faith. The second day's
council was jmmediately followed by an engagement, in which the Indians were dli ven from their position and :fled, closely pursued by the
troops, a distance of 42 miles, until in the vicinity of Bad Route Creek,
• on the other side of the Yellowstone, the main body consisting of Minneconjoux and Sans Arcs, sued for peace on the terms which five days
before they had rejected-unconditional surrender-and delivered up
five of their number as hostages, viz, Red Skirt, White Bull, Black
Eagle, Sun Rise, and Foolish Thunder. During the :flight Sitting Bull,
with hi~ immediate followers, ·succeeded in breaking away to the left,
and escaped in the direction of Fort Peck. The hostages were taken
to the Cheyeune River agellcy, anu their people, estimated at from four
hundred to six hundred lodges, were placed, under the direction of Bull
Eagle, Small Bear, and Bull, and ordered to reach the Cheyenne River
a~ency not later than December 2, five days being allowed them to provide a supply of buffalo-meat, and thirty to make the march. This
arra~1gement seems to base been made jn good faith by some of the
leadmg men taking part iu it; but their influence over the others was
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not· great enough to prevent any but the immediate relatives of the
hostages from again joining the hostile camp.
.
Ou the 15th of November a new expedition, under General Crook,
started from Fort Fetterman to again follow up Crazy Horse. On the
25th of that mo11th a detached camp of Cheyennes was struck by a portion of bis troops unuer General Mackenzie, on the west fork of the Powder River, which resulted in the complete destruction of the village, and
the loss to the Indians of all their ponies and camp equipage. 'fhe expedition then went down the Belle Fourche, and about the 1st of January returned to the cantonment, near 01d Fort Reno.
On the lGtb of December, five Sioux chief8 from the hostile camp on
Tongue River, followed at a uistance by tweitty or thirty other Indian~,
approached theTongueRiverpost bearingthewhiteflag; butwhilepassing the camp of Crow scouts the five leaders were surrounded by twelve
of their old ene.mies and instantly killed, whereupon their companions
fleu. The Crows were forthwith disarmed, and twelve of their horses,
with other gifts, were immediately dispatched to the friends and relatives of those who had been killed. These presents were accompanied
by assurances tl.Jat no white man had taken part in t!Je outrage. The
Indians, though at first inclined to doubt the genuineness of these protestations, have since expressed their full belief t!Jat the troops were in
no way responsible for the affair, and report their errand to have been
to return some stolen horses.
After the surrender of October 27, Colonel Miles continued his operations against Sitting Bull. By sending three companies north of the
Missouri and three others south, between the Muscle Shell and the Dry
Fork of the Missouri~ and four more to operate on the Dry Fork, he
succeeded on the 18th of December in striking the hostile carqp near
the bead. of the Hed 'Vater, Sitting Bull having crossed the Missouri
near Wolf Point. 'rhe Indians were driven south across the Yellowstone, and escaped with the loss of all their ponies and camp equipage.
The next move was made by Colonel Miles on the camp of six hundre<J lodges, uuder Craz,y Horse, in the valley of the Tongue River.
They were found below Suicide or Hanging Woman's Creek, and after
skirmishes on the 1st, 3d, and 7th of January, 1877, and a fiye-bours'
engagement on the 8th, were driven from their position, but, owiug to
worn-out army trains, could not be followed. On the 7th of May, Colonel :Miles surprised and attacked a village of fifty lodges, under Lame
Deer, near the mouth of tbe Rosebud. The village was well supplied
with po11ies, camp equipage, and dried meat; all of which were captured. In July following, raid were made by members of Lame Deer's
band on ettlers, urveying partie , and wagon trains in the vicinity of
the Belle Fourche and the boundary-line of \Vyoming.
.
On the 11th January, 1 77, information was received from Inspector
Tal 'h, commanding tb~ detachment of mounted police at Oypres Rills,
Canada, that one hun red and nine lodge of American Sioux bad
·r .. ed the Canadian boundary near vVood i\Iountain, and. were camped
on the Briti ·h id<>, and that they dec1ated themselve to be de irons of
11 ac anl to hav no intention of r turning to the United State. to
carr· n war. Later the number was report d to have been incr ased
t o\·er tw hun<lr d lodge , and they had been joined by Sitting Bull.
n th 2 >th f Jun , 1 77, the honorable Privy Council of Canada, with
th '< r pr n l f h gov rnor-gen raJ, officially notified the United States
" rnm n of the pre: n e f th .· Indian .' within the Briti.;h Po· s' i n · . tHting th, t owiu t their de 'titute condition permit for the
>Ill' ·ha.
of limit d f}nantiti : f ammunition hall been granted them,
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but that their presence was a source of grave apprehension and anxiety
on the part of both the Indian and white population of that part of
Canada, and requesti.n g the United States Government, without delay,
to "take such steps as will induce these Indians, and any others who
may similarly eross the boundary-line, to return to t.lJeir reserves in the
United States territory."
In accordance with this request a commission, consisting of General
A. H. Terry and A. J. Lawrence, esq., was appointed by the President
in September last. to proceed to Fort Walsh and negotiate with Sitting
Bull for his peaceful return to the United States and settlement at some
agency. At the council held on the 17th of October, Sitting Bull and
his chiefs declined all proposals made by the commission, and announced
tlleir desire and intention always to remain within the British Possessions. Aft~r the close of the council, the Canadian authorities conferred
with the Indians, warning them that after the extinction of the buffalo
no help whatever beyond protection could be expected from the British
Government, and that a crossing of the line by any of their young men
with hostile intent would be considered an act of hostility by both governments. With this full understanding· the Indians adhered to their
former decision, and the commission returned, and Sitting Bull and his
adherents are no longer considered wards of this government.
During the progress of the Sioux campaign, in the fall of 1876, small
parties began to deliver themselves up at the different agencies, laying
down their arms, with the declaration that they were "tired of war."
Other parties who surrendered in the following spring so generally represented that sentiment to be shared by the main body of hostiles that
the chief Spotted Tail agreed to visit in person the hostile camp, accompanied by 250 subchiefs and headmen, and urge the return of his people
to their agency and allegiance. His return in April with a following of
1,100 attested the remarkable success of his mission; and for this eminent service, which virtually ended the Sioux war, and his unswerving
loyalty throughout the whole campaign, som~ suitaule testimonial should
be tendered him.
In the following month most of·the Cheyennes and 899 Indians under
Crazy Horse surrendered. at Red. Cloud agency. Others found their way
into the cantonment on Tongue River, and finally, in September last,
Lame Deer's band of 500 ga,·e up the contest.
THE SIOUX COMMISSION.

In the months of September and October, 1876, the various Sioux
agencies were visited by a commission, appointed under act of August
15 of that year, to negotiate with the Sioux an agl'eement to surrender
that portion of the Sionx reservation which included the Black Hills
and certain bunting privileges outside that reserve guaranteed by the
treaty of 1868; to grant a right of way across their reserve; and to provide for the removal of the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies from
~ortbwestern Nebraska to the Missouri River. The commission was
al o authorized to take steps to gain the consent of the Sioux to their
removal to the Indian Territory.
From their report, which was published aR an appendix to 1he last
annual r port of this office, it will be seen that the commission were
succes ful in all the negotiations with which they were charged; and
that the Indians made every concession tbat was desired by the governmen~, although .we were engaged at that very time in :fighting their
relatives and fnend '. On behalf of the United States, the agreement
28 I
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thus entered into provided for subsisting the Sioux on a stated ration
until they should become self-supporting, for furnishing schools, and. all
necessary aid .and instruction in agriculture and the mechanical arts,
and for the allotment of lands in severalty. The agreement was ratified
by Congress February 28, 1877.
·
Representatives from the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies with
two of the commissioners visited the Indian rrerritory as a preliminary
to a practical consideration of the subject of removal thither. Whether
it is probable that by following up the matter on the return of the
delegation, any portion of the Indians of those agencies could have been
induced to adopt as a borne the country which they visited, I am unable
to say. Any efl'ort in that direction was promptly forestalled by a provision in the act of February 28, by which Congress explicitly prohibited
''the removal of any portion of the Sioux Indians to the Indian Territory,
until the same shall be authorized by an act of Congress hereafter enacted."
REMOVALS.
REMOVAL OF RED CLOUD AND SPOT1'ED TAIL AGENCIES.

In May last D. H. Jerom·e, of the Board of Indian Commissioners,
Lieutenant-Colonel P. Lugenbeel, First Infantry, U. S. A., and J. H.
Hammond, superintendent of Indian affairs for Dakota, were appointed
a commission to select locations on the Missouri River for the new
Red Clond and Spotted Tail agencies. For the former, the site chosen
is the junction of Yellow Medicine and Missouri Rivers, and at that
point agency buildings have just been erected. For the latter, the· old
Ponca reserve was decided upon, where the agency dwellings, storehouses, one hundred and fifty 1ndian houses, and five hundred acres of
cultivated fields, left vacant by the Poncas, offer special advantages for
present quarters.
Notwithstanding their consent giv.en to the commission, to hereafter
receive supplies on the Missouri River, the Spotted Tail and Red Cloud /
Indians persisted in making strenuous objection to such removal, in
which they were seconded by the surrendered "hostiles," who were not
parties to the agreement. Their earnest desire to talk with the President in regard to the matter was finally gratified, and a delegation of
twenty-three chief and leading men of the Sioux and Northern Arapahoes visited this city for that purpose, in the latter part of September
la t. The.interview failed of re ults satisfactory to the Sioux, since by .
law and treaty no conce , ion could be made by the President or the department beyond a promi, e to examine, next pring, the country lying
along the Cheyenne and White River , and to endeavor to find on them
uitable location for farming purpo e .
The removal of fourteen thou an(l Sioux Indians at thi season of the
year, a di ·tance of thr e hundred miles from their old agencie in Nebra"ka to th ir new quart r uear the Mi ouri River, is not a pleasant
matt t
ut mplat .
ither the pre ent ecretary of the Interior,
nor th pr , nt ommi ion r of Indian Af:l:'a,ir · i respon ·ible for the
m v- m r.t, but b l.Jav arri d out the law faithfully, though r luctlantJ .
r m v-al i,' b ing mad in accordance with the act of Au·
rru t 1 ~
7 ·. ( t, t. 1 , . HJL) It i proper to ay here, that I cann
n 1 k n tb n
ity thu impo d by law on the executive
bran ·h of tb g ' _rnm nt a a_n unfortunate one, and the consequence
n b to b rem h 1 a
' <.hly
po ible.
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Let us for a moment consider that the Spotted Tail agency was in 1871
on the west bank of the Missouri River, where the whites became exceedingly troublesome, and the· river afforded abundant facilities for
the introduction of intoxicating liquors. In 1874 the Red Cloud and
Spotted Tail agencies were removed . to, what a subsequent survey
proved to be, the State of Nebraska, the former agency 165 miles from
Cheyenne and the latter 108 miles from Sidney, the nearest points on
the Union Pacific Railroad. Here the usual ill fortune attending the
removal of these Indians was again exemplified, in placing the agencies
on absolutely barren land, where there was no possibility of cnltivating
the soil, no hope of their being enabled to become self-supporting, and
where they have of necessity been kept in. the hopeless condition of
paupers.
In the hope of placing these Indians upon arable land, where they
might become civilized and self-supporting, the determination was hastily taken to remove them back to the :M issouri River. 1'his step was
undertaken without a proper examination of other points on the reservation, where it is stated, on good authority, that a sufficient quantity
of excellent wheat-lands can be found on either bank of the White
River running eastward into t~e Missouri, and where, also, there is timber sufficient in quantity and quality for all practical purposes. This,
however, should be fully determined before another movement of these
Indians is attempted.
·
The Indian chiefs, in their interview with the President in September
last, begged that they might not be sent to the Missouri River, as
whisky-drinking, and other demoralization, would be the consequence.
This was the bes r judgment of the best men of the tribe, but the necessity was one that the President could not control. The provisions and
supplies for tlle ensuing winter bad been placed according to law on the
Missouri, and, owing to the lateness of the season, it was impossible to
remove them to the old agencies. Accordingly the necessities of the
case compelled the removal of these Indians in the midst of the snows
and storms of early winter, ';Vhich have already set in.
REMOVAL OF THE NORTHERN OIIEYENNES .AND ARAPAHOES.

These Indians for several years past have been reported as receiving
rations with the Sioux, at Red Cloud agency, but as "belonging" with
their southern brethren in the Indian Territory, whom they could not
be induced to join by any persuasion or command unsupported by force.
The same difference between the disposition of the twe tribes bas
been shown during the Sioux war that was manifested in the Uheyenne
and Arapahoe war of 1874 and 1~75 in the Indian Territory. The whole
body of the Cheyennes took prompt and active part in hostilities, while
the Arapahoes, almost without exception, remained loyal to the government. After the surrender of the main portion of this tribe, the. Cheyennes wen~ suddenly seized by a desire to remove to the Indian Territory. This unexpected announcement was followed by prompt action!
and on the 28th of May last, 937 Cheyennes left Hed Cloud ageucy under
militar;r escort, and after 70 da.ys' journey reported at Fort Reno, and
were tnrned over to the Cheyenne and Arapaho agent.
In accordance with their earne t request made to the President dur-·
ing the recent visit of the delegation in this city, permission was given
the Northern Arapahoes to join the Shoshones on the Wind River reserve iu Wyoming. In a formal council held last month by A~tf:rnt'
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Irwin with the Shoshones, their consent to the arrangement desired by
the Arapahoes was obtained, and the removal of the latter is now in
progress.
RE~10V.A.L

AND OUTBREAK OF THE SOUTHERN AP A CITES.

After the removal in June, 1876, of 325 Chiricahua Apaches to San
Carlos, the Ohiricabua reserve was abolished, and the military commander of Arizona requested to treat as hostile all Indians found in
that locality. Raids by the renegades, of whom Pionsenary, Heronemo,
Nolgee, and Roo were chiefs, became frequent. Many lives were taken,
much property stolen or destroyed, and by February, 1877, the old
reign of terror seemed to haYe returned to the southeastern portion of
Arizona. In March last it was definitely ascertained that not only were
the renrgades re-enforced by Indians from the Hot Springs reservation
in New Mexico, but also that that reserTe was being used as a harbor of
refuge for the outlaws.
Agent Clum was accordingly instructed to proceed to the Hot Springs
reserve with a force of San Carlos Indian police, arrest the renegades,
and remove the Southern Apache Indians to the San Carlos reservation,
in Arizona. He reached Oji Caliente with 103 police on the 20th of
April. He found on the reserve next day 434 Indians, among them
Heronemo, Gordo, and others implicated in raids, of whom be arrested
14. On the 1st of May, 453 disarmed and dismounted Indians, escorted
by a company of cavalry, left the reserve en route for the San Carlos
agency, and all other Indians belonging to the agency were declared
reneg·ades. The reserve was restored to the public domain and the
buildings placed in the care of the military until disposed of by the
Ge11eral Land Office under sections 2122 and 2123 of the Revised Statutes.
In effecting this removal, every possible assistance was rendered by t.he
military commander of New Mexico, under authority to use for that
purpose all the infantry and .cavalry which could be safely taken from
other points in the Territory. The strong force displayed, and the
skillful posting of troops around the reserve, convinced the Indians
of the folly of either refusing to surrender arms or of attempting to
escape· by flight. On reaching San Carlos, May 17th, they were located
on the Gila River, and it was hoped that no more trouble would be
occasioned by this hitherto most intractable of all the Apache bands.
Some of the prisoners were kept in irons, and all were compelled to
work at whatever labor was required around the agency.
A1though active scouting after renegades was carried on in SouLbeast
Arizona and Southwest New .Mexico, raiding, to a greater or less
extent, did not cease throughout the summer. On the 26th of May, a
reward of $100 was oft' r d for the capture of Pionsenay, (nine of his
band bad urrendered tuem elves at San Carlos two weeks previous,)
and. i_n July ~utbority wa granted tui office for the employment of
a cl~twnal pollee from tlle San Carlos Indians, to be used for scouting .
serv1 e.
u . be 2 of "ept mber, a maJo ity of the Hot Springs Indians and
a p rtwn f the hiricalma , numb ring iu all about 300, uddeply left
tb 'an
rlo r rve. Tb y wer pur ued and overtaken next da
tu ag nc~ Inuian , who fought the fugitive tiil
' ~· olunt r ~ ~·r
b 1r ammnu1~1 n a
ban t. d, and brought back to the agency 30
worn n .u ·lnllr n.' nd .2 atnmal . The fugitives then struck a ettl m n~ w
w 1 xwo . kllllllg p r on and tealing orne bor e , and
hat 1 · all b aYmlabl troop in that Territory were put into the
L
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field against them. On the lOth of September a second engagement
occurred between the renegades and a party of San Carlos police, which
was in advance of a force of United States troops and Indian scouts
enlisted by the War Department, whom they had joined in the pursuit.
The loss to the hostile& was reported to have been 12 killed and 13 captured. On the 13th of last month 3 chiefs with 187 Apaches surrendered
at Fort Wingate, finding themselves unable to successfully carry on
war in a country thoroughly occupied by United States soldiers and
Indian scouts. These, with 51 who have since surrendered, have been
taken to the old Hot Springs reservation, where their final disposition
will be decided upon. Active scouting must still be continued, in order
to secure to Southeastern Arizona and Southwestern New Mexico freedom from raids made by other renegades who were outlawed at the
time of the Southern Apache and Chiricahua removals.
REMOVAL OF THE PONCA.S.

The unfortunate location of the Poncas on account of their exposure
to unfriendly contact with the Sioux, which has been a matter of frequent comment in the annual reports of this office, has led to the removal of that tribe to the Indian Territory, in accordance with provisions contained in the last two Indian appropriation bills.
As the initiative step, Inspector Kemble in January last visited the
Poncas to obtain their consent to a settlement among the Osages. They
at first disclaimed any wish to remove and finally agreed to look at the
Indian Territory, but were informed that the expense of sending a delegation could not be incurred without consent on their part to a surrender of their Dakota lands. Such consent was given by the Poncas in
formal council, on the 27th of Januar,y, with the understanding that
after the return of the delegation, final negotiations should be completed
in Washington. Unfortunately the delegation of ten chiefs, on account
of the failure of the Osages to show hospitality, inclement weather, and
other causes, became disheartened at the outset, declined the friendly
advances of the Kaws, refused to look farther, scarcely noticed the rich
lands along the Arkansas River, and on reaching Arkansas City, eight
left in the night on foot for tbe Ponca agency, which they reached in
forty days. The other two, with the inspector, their agent, and Rev. S.
D. Hinman who had accompanied the delegation, selected that northeast part of the Quapaw reserve which was set apartiu1875 for the location of the "captive" Indians of the Territory.
On their return, they found the tribe divided in sentiment, the more
civilized portion, consi:;;tiug of the half-breeds and many full bloods, favoring removal, the others opposing it; the opposition being constantly
strengthened through the unwarrantable interference of outside parties,
insomuch that before the starting of that half of the tribe which bad signified a willingne s to remove, forty-five troops were sent from Fort Randall for their protection from the terrorizing tactics of the other party.
The adver.:e influence, howev·er, so far prevailed that only one hundred
and eventy crossed the NiolJrara on tbe 17Lh of April. Among them
were two of the three chief now living who maoe the tribal treaties with
the United State in 1817 and 1826. The train containing the agency
upplies had preceded, and bad already reached Columbus, Nebr. The
misfortune which attended every step of their journey south ward, are
thus described by the Inspector Kern ble.
The party rPached Columbus, Nebr., en ?'oute for tbe Indian territory, April 28th.
having been thirteen days in making the jonrney from t.he agency tbitb'er, a distance
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of 135 miles. The weather had been most unpropitious; rain, snow, high water, and
heavy roads were encountered on nearly every day's march. The party moved down
from Columbus under .my direction, as far as the Otoe agency, following the Big Blue
River, throngh Nebraska. The continuous rains rendered it impossible to make the
daily marches contemplated and provided for in the contract. Our average day's
travel to this point was a fraction over eleven miles. There were days when it was
impracticable to go forward. On the Otoe reservation we were greatly impeded by
water, the streams being all unbridged. vVe were delayed here nearly a week.
On taking charge of the expedition, I bad deemed it expedient to organize a small
police force from among the Indians, not less for the protection of our own property
than that of others along the road, and for the prevention of whisky traffic and its
consequent disorders. The entire march was made without disturbance of the peace,
or the destruction of private property beyond the value of ten dollars. The few sick
were cared for among ourselves. The Indians moved with cheerful alacrity, and gave
me no trouble beyond the petty annoyances inseparable from the management of a
large family of children. Our worst enemy was the weather, which could hardly have
been more 1mfavorable or trying.
On the 29th of May we reached the Neosho, down which stream I intended to move.
The bad weather continuing, caused me to deflect from its course after reaching lola.
Rain, thunder audligbtning still hung along the line of march. The roads were in a
terrible state, and high streams continually presented formidable ollstacles to our progress. The Indians behaved well under all these adverse circumstances; llut our journey was becoming a very long and expensive one. The contract under which the
Poncas were being moved allowed the discontinuance of teams at any point on the
road where loads could be lightened, or diminished transportation was possible. But
the almost unprecedented storms and heavy roads had so broken down our light Indian work-stock that I was under the necessity of turning in the hired teams to haul
their lo.a ds as fast as a reduction of supplies gave us "spares."
vVe arrived at the new location selected for the Poncas, June 12th. Our misfortunes en Toute bad culminated at the Osage Mission, June 8th, in our whole train getting hemmed in by rising waters, fi:om which the only mode of extrication was a rapid
forced march and detour around, near the beads of the streams. We struck the railroad leading to Baxt,e r Springs two days afterward, and thence southward onr course
was easy. The Indians with me appeared exceedingly well pleased with their new
horne. Along the way they bad not infrequently showed their doubts and anxiety respecting the country to which they were being taken, and which not one of them had
evtw seen. They immediately began the selection of their individual sHes for farms and
houses, and furnished willing gangs of field bands to cultivate the three hundred aeres
of corn wlJich had been planted in expectation of their arrival, and which we found in
fine condition. The time consumed in the march was fi lty-nine days.

It having been determined that the removal of the remainder of the
tribe must now be insisted upon, troops were ordered to the Ponca
agency. But it was decided to attempt to forestall the need of their
presence by sending back the Ponca agent, Mr. Lawrence, with his successor, Agent Howard, to again urge upon ti.Je Indians a quiet compliance with the wishes of the government. They so far succeeded as
to be able to request that the four companies who bad started for the
agency be recalled, and on the 16th of May the last Ponca crossed the
Niobrara and turned hi face southward. At Columbus, the twenty-five
soldiers who bad remained at the agency after the departure of the first
party, and bad accompanied the econd party to that point, returned to
Dakota. The ucce ion of di a ters which befell ti.Jis second party on
their ixty-fi. ve day ' march are fully detailed in tbe report of Agent
Howard appended hereto, page _6S.
·
Th plan of taking the Indians overland with their ponies was adopted
with a view t conomy and at the expre desire of the IndianR. The
npr c d nt d w atb r encountered made the expen e of the removal
much great r than if rail and ater tran portation had been u ed. A
a con queue , that portion of he fund appropriated for the remoYal of
th e on ·a.', with which it wa intended to begin the work of ettling
tb m _in th ir n w location, i. materially r duced. Uule fund are
· P . d~ly c l_red and mad imm diat ly available, it i feared that much
, uft nn "' wmg t the change of climate and exposure to the lem nt ,
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will he undergone by these Indians during the coming winter. Even
with most ample provision on the part of the government, it will be
difficult for some time to place these Indians in comfortable quarters.
The adjustment of their land-titles is a matter of prime importance.
Legislation should be secured at the earliest practicable day, providing
for giving the Poncas full compensation for the land, houses, and other
property and improvements relinquished by them, the funds thus procured to be applied, 1st, to the purchase of the lands on which the Poncas
shaH be permanently located, and, 2d, to the civilization of the tribe.
As has been remarked above, the Ponca reserve has already been taken
possession of for the benefit of the Sioux.
The :final location of the Poncas is not yet decided upon. A delegation of the tribe recently visited Washington, and presented to the
President their earnest request to be allowed to return to their old
reservation in Dakota or to join the Omahas, a kindred tribe, in Nebraska. The obvious unwisdom and even impossibility of removing
Indiansfi·om the Indian Territory necessitated a refusal of their request;
but they were given permission to select a permanent home upon any
unoccupied lands in the Territory which the government still owns.
They were urged to take immediate steps to effect a settlement of the
matter, and were· promised, as soon as the .locality should be decided
upon and Congress should provide the necessary funds, .such assistance
in the way of schools, houses, stock, seeds, tools, agricultural implements, &c., as would enable them to more than replace the property and
improvem ents unwillingly relinquished in Dakota; but they .were made
distinctly to understand that all assistance by the government would
be in the line of teaching them self-helpfulness, and would be conditioned on exertions put forth by themselves in that direction.
It seems desirable that they should leave their present location in
the. northeastern part of the Indian Territory in order to seek a place
farther removed from the border,- and it is presumed that they will settle on .that tract east of the Pawnees which lies between the forks of
the Cimarron and Arkansas Rivers, and which is probably in all respects as desirable a district as is now unoccupied. It contains 105,456
acres, which must be purchased of the Cherokees in accordance with
provisions of article 16 of the treaty with that nation dated July 19,
1866, by wllicb they ceded to the United States a large region of country
west of the 96th meridian, upon which friendly Indians should thereafter be settled .
RE"~IOVAL

OF QU.AP.A.WS .

Should the Poncas, however, remain where they now are, it will be necessary, before a purchase of Quapaw lands can be made for them, that
action be bad by Congress autlwrizing a negotiation with the Quapaw .
Indians for the cession of the whole or a portion of their reservatio.n,
and their removal to and consolidation with the Osages, as recommended in the- last annual report of this office. It is understood that
the majority of this small tribe have already de facto "remoYed,'' and
have settleu among the Osages. It is believed that the best interests
of tbe Qnapaws will be promoted by such removal, irre:spective of any
consideration of tile possible necessities of the Poncas.
KLAMATH INDIAN RESERV A.'riON.

An act of Congress approved July 2, 1864, (13 Stats., p. 355,) granted
to the State of Oregon, to aid in the construction of a military wagon-
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road from Eugene City, by way of Middle Fork of Willamette River
and the most feasible pass in the Cascade Range of mountains, near
Diamond Peak, to the eastern boundary of the State, alternate sections
of public lands, designated by odd sections, for three sections in width
on each side of said road.
Subsequently, on the 14th of October, 1864, a treaty was concluded
between the United States and the Klamath and Modoc tribes and Yabooskin band of Snake Indians, which, however, was not ratified till
February 17, 1870, (16 Stats., p. 707,) by the terms of the first article of
which the Uuited States recognized the existence of the Indian title or
claim to the region of country therein described, by having the Indians
cede and relinquish their right, title, and claim thereto to the United
States, with the proviso ''that the following-described tract within the
country ceded by the treaty sbal1, until otherwise directed by the President of the United States, be set apart as an Indian reservation."
Then follows a description of the tract of country reserved, known as
the Klamath Indian reservation in Oregon.
The route of the said wagon-road passes through the entire length of
the tract of country reserved for these Indians. On the 4th of N ovember, 1874, the General Land Office advised this office that the odd sections falling within the Indian reservation had been approved to the
State for the benefit of said road, as follows:
Acres.

April 21, 1871 ... _. _... _. _•................. __ . __ .. __ •.... _.••.... _...••. 51, 248. 56
December 8, 1871 .................................. __ ...•.......••.•.••. 37,414.51
April2, 1873 .............................................. ____ .......... 4,487. 34
Total •.•..... _•..•....•.•...••..•......... _.. _•.........• ".. . . . . . . 93, 150. 41

Under date of the 28th of December, 1874, Mr. B. J. Pengra, agent
for the parties in interest, stated that these lands granted to the State
of Oregon by the act of July 2, 1864, were, by the legislative assembly
of said State, in September following, granted to the Oregon Military
Road Company, by whom they have recently been conveyed to said
Pengra of Oregon, ood by him to Nicholas Lunning, Edgar Mills, N. D.
R1deout, W. H. Parks, G. W. Colby, W. C. Belcher, John Boggs, and
others, of California; that saiU. owners of the grant bad instructed him
to propose, as an equitable settlement of the matter and to indemnify
them for the lands taken by the government, that Congress pass an act
at its present session allowing said owners, in lieu of their lands embraced in the Klamath reservation, to locate an equal number of acres
of any vacant government lands elsewhere, &c.
This matter wa before the first ses ion of the Forty-fourth Congress,
in Hou e bi1l1316, but no definite action was taken.
A report was made to the department on tlle 29th of February, 1876,
giving tb views of this office on this bill and questions involved therein,
with everal propo. itious for their adjustment, one of which was for
a~tbority ton gotiate an agreement between the road company, the Indi~n , and t~e gov rnment whereuy the company may receive such a
fair and
mtable a- ignment of land within the Indian reservation
and lying in a compact bod. , a will be an equiyaleut in area and value
to tb alterna e ection within the reRerve now claimed by aid com1 a~ •. The n ian r . r ation contain over one m11lion of acre of land,
while th n lmh r f In lian. i
ut little in exce s of one thou and.
_n b n ]re an l thirty thou. an acr s, or an area equal to the qnanti~y _b at may
foun to e lawfully claimed by the road company
w1tln tb r
uld e r linqui hed in compact form to aid com-
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pany, leaYing an area sufficiently large to meet all the wants of the In-·
dians.
This question is becoming more and more embarrassing every year,
and reports of a late date have reached this office from the Indian agent
and the poRt commander at Fort Klamath, through the War Department, that unless these difference~ are satisfactorily adjusted difficulties.
of a serious nature, if not an open outbreak, will arise between the Indians and the whites. It is deemed highly important that action by
Congress should be taken at an early day for the final settlement of
these questions between the road company and the Indians.
SPECIAL fJOMMISSIQNS.

Patcnee la.nds in Nebraska.
A commission, consisting of Lewis M. Briggs, of Atchison, Kans.,.
Loran Clark, of Omaha, Nebr., and Albert W. Swaim, of Fort Dodge,.
Iowa, was appointed by the Secretary of the Interior on the 29th of
August,-1876, to appraise the Pawnee Indian reservation in Nebraska,.
as providecl by act of Congress approved AprillO, 1876. (19 Stats., p.
28.) This commission, under instructions from this office dated September 27, 1876, h~s completed its labors in the field and submitted a
schedule of appraisement for the approval of the department. The
reservation, embracing an area of 278,837.20 acres, bas been appraised
at an aggregate valuation of $752,455.21; the improvements thereon
were ai)praised at $9,345, making the total valuation of ·r eservation and
improvements, $761,800.21.
Otoe and JJissouria and Sac and Fox lands in Nebraska and Kansas.
Under an act of Congress entitled "An act to provide for the sale of
a portion of the reservation of the confederated Otoe and Missouria
and the Sac and I1,ox of the :Missouri tribes of Indians in the States of
Kansas and Nebraska," approved August 15, 1876~ (19 Stats., p. 208,} a
commission, consiRting of Wm. V. Lagourge, of Beatrice, Nebr., H. D.
Baker, of Salina, Kans., and ]"\ M. Barnes, of the Otoe agency, was appointed January 22 and 27, 1877, by the Secretary of the Interior, to
appraise tbe Otoe and Missouria Indian lands; and a commission, consisting of Barclay White, of Mount Holly, N. J., Tyler C. Hoyt, of
Rulo, Nebr., and William A. Margrave, of Nohart, Nebr., was appointed
by the Secretary of the Interior on the 17th of March, 1877, to appraise
the Sac and Fox Indian lands. While the act contemplated the sale of'
a portion only of these reservations, it required the appraisement of all
the land. These commissions bave completed their work, and the schedules of appraisement have been approved by tbe department.
Of the Otoe and Missouria reservation, 128,330.81 acres lying in Nebraska have been appraised at $506,716.70, and 34,608.26 acres lying in
Kansas have been appraised at $127,676.41, making a total valuation of
$634,393.11 for tbe whole reservation of 162,939.07 acres. The act
authorized the sale of 120,000 acres from the western side of the reservation; and, under date of the 29th of August last, 94,240.89 acres in Nebraska, at an appraisement of $338,357.64, and 25,605.28 acres in Kansa , at an apprai ement of $88,733.68~, making 119,846.17, acres, at a
total valuation of $427,091 .32~ , have been designated as the land to be
sold.
Of the Sac and Fox of the Missouri Indian lands, 9,548.24 acres lying
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in Nebraska have been appraised at $54:,634:.97, and 4:,863.74: acres lying
in Kansas have been appraised at $28,911.86~, making a total valuation
of $83,546.83~ for the whole reservation of 14:,411.98 acres. The act aforesaid authorizes the sale of only te!l sections of this reservation, to be
selected from the western side. In accordance therewith, 4,397.39 acres
in Nebraska, at a valuation of $26,352.09, and 2,000.81 acres in Kansas,
at a valuation of $10,577.78, making 6,398.20 acres, at a total valuation
·Of $36,929.87, have been designated as the land to be sold.
Cherokee lands in Indian Territory.
A. commission, consisting of ThomaR P. Kennard, of Lincoln, Nebr.,
Ebenezer H. Topping, of Louisburgb, Kans., and Thomas E. Smith, of
Paola, Kans., was appointed by the Secretary of the Interior on the 30th
-of January, 1877, to appraise the Cherokee lands in the Indian Territory, lying west of the 96th. meridian of west longitude, and west of
the land of the Osages ceded to the United States by the Cherokee
Indians under their treaty of July 19, 1866, for the settlement of friendly
Indians, as provided in tlle :fifth section of the Indian appropriation
act of May 29, 1872. (17 Stats., p. 190.)
Instructions were issned to this commission on the 3d of March, 1877,
to appraise by townahips an the land l,ying east of the Indian meridian, ·
and, if desirable, some few townships west of said meridian, hut that
much, if not all, of the country west of the Abilene cattle-trail and stageroad from Oald well, Kans., to the forks of Turkey Creek and Cimarron
River might be appraised in large areas at one price per acre. This
commission remained in the field untiltTuly, 1877, when it was compe1led,
by reason of tlle excessive heat and drought, to adjourn till September
15, 1877. In the mean time Mr. Kennard resigned, and Mr. William
N. Wilkerson, of West Line, Mo., was appointed by the Secretary,
under date of September 8, 1877, to fill the vacancy. and instructed to
join the commi~sion at Wichita, Kans., on the 15th of September, for the
completion of tlle field-work.
·
The commission has no t submitted its report, but it is presumed that
tlle work is nearly completed. When the sched ule of appraisement
with report is submitted, it wi1l be forwarded without delay for your
approval and submission to Congrel:ls, as required by said act of 1872 .
.ALASKA. INDIANS.

The Indians of Ala ka, numbering over 20,000, being within the
juri diction of tlle United States, have at least a moral claim upon the
government for a si. tance in the way of civilization. Under the policy
of 1 tting the e tribes alone, Indians who are as yet without the influence
of either the virtue· or vice of ci ilization will gradually become victims
to the practice of whi ky-drinking and other deteriorating influences;
tho e who. e c ntact with white ha already resulted in demoralization
will ecom tillmor d graded; and those who, under Ru sian rule and
influ ce became partially civilized, will, by the withdrawal of the
re traint and protection of Ru ian law, and the failure to ubstitute
the authority f the Unit <1 tate' Government, r lap e into barbari m.
Tb fact hat tb e trio · re not dependent on the government for
ub i, t nc , an 1 ar not occmpyin land which United States citizens
ov t h 1 n t · r a a argum nt for leaving them without law,
r r, or civilizing intlu n e .
ul
it L the intention of the governm nt t aband 11
J,. k~ al cr th r, orne plan for bringing the e
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Indians under civilizing control of the government should be adopted
at an early day, especially for furnishing them educational facilities.
I would .recommend the appointment of a special agent, whose duty it
shall be to ascertain their condition and wants and make report thereon,
to be the basis of future action.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HAYT,
Commissioner.
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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REPORTS OF SUPERINTENDENTS .AND AGENTS.
COLORADO RIVER RESERVATION, ARIZONA,
Augu.~t 1, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with the requirements of the Department, I have the honor to submit
this my second annual report of affairs connected with this agency.
Since my last report I have had no occasion to collect the tribe for a regular count, as I
have had no regular issue of rations, and consequently report the same as to numbers and
sex, viz: Males, 424 ; females, 304 ; children of both sexes, 183 ; total, 911. The effect,
morally, (in consequence of the failure on the part of the Government to furnish these Indians
with rations,) has been very bad. They have lost faith, and in consequence of their sufftrings from hunger the men have been forced from the reservation to obtain labor, by which
they could purchase necessaries for their families, while a large number of squaws have visited
the mining-camps for the most degrading of all purposes. In fact, more harm has been done
these poor Indians by the Government, within the past year and a half, than can be overcome in five years. I do hope that the next Congress can be led to see the error of its ways,
and try and make amends for the past by making sufficient appropriation for their subsistence, and for the completion of the irrigating canal, which, when completed, will enable
all the lowland Indians of this Territory to become not only self-sustaining, but good citizens.
There is sufficient tillable land upon this reserve to accommodate the Mohaves, Yumas,
Pimas, Maricopas, Papagos, Chimehuevas, and Coahuillas, if irrigated ; and all that is required is that Congress make the appropriation. The Indians will do the manual labor
cheerfully. Experience teaches me that its construction is very easy to accomplish. It will
require but a few more skilled laborers, and sufficient lumber to timber and flume the quicksand cuts, (estimates furnished Inspector Vandever in March last,) but during its construction the Government must provide beef and flour for their subsistence. I do contend that
this would be the best possible investment, not only for the Government, but for the Indian,
and one that would yield large annual profits ; aside from which, justice, "too long delayed,"
demands it.
One new building has been erected during the year, used as the engine-house, and was
built entirely by Indian labor. About 500 acres have been cultivated along the canal with
very good success; also a large number of small patches along the river-bottom, probably
300 acres more. The sanitary condition of the tribe bas been, generally, good, no epidemics
having occurred among them.
I would respectfully urge that due consideration be given to the above recommendations
or suggestions, in view of their great importance as touching the progress and permanent
good of these Indians.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. E. MORFORD,
United States Indinn Agent.
The COMl\IISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

PIMA AGENCY, ARIZONA,
August 31, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following annual report of the Indians under tlie
care of the Pima agency, embracing the Pima, Maricopa, and Papago tribes of Arizona.
The Pimas and Mm·icopasliving together, ihe latter numbering only four or five hundred,
and nearly allied to the Pimas in habits and interests, will be spoken of as the same.
These Indians are self-sustaining, are generally quiet and peaceable, and are at present
but small expense to the Government. Through a reduction of appropriations, and consequent reduction of force and means, it is possi ble to accomplish but little for them, the
three tribe~ aggregating ab?ut l 1,000. It is neither pleasant nor satisfactory for the agent to
see where 1mprovements rn1ght be made, errors corrected, reforms attempted, and evil deeds
puni. ~ed, anJ ye~ be wholly unable to accomplish these objects for lack of means and help.
Wh1le no great 1mprovements maybe recorded during the past year, the condition of thase
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Indians, on the whole.• is good. Though there was some suffering among the improvident
previous to last harvest, with most of them their food-supply was sufficient. This spring
their crops were abundant, and the price of wheat having declined to about one-half that of
last year, they have not, up to this, disposed of as much of it as usual to the traders, and if
they can be induced to continue this course, will have sufficient to last them until next harvest, notwithstanding the failure of all second or fall crops. It will be necessary, however,
in order to supplement their wheat-supply, to allow them to scatter out from the reserve to
gather mesquit beans, (this being a favorable season for them,) wild fruits, and to hunt
game, &c.
A great many are now absent from the reserve, principally gathering mesquit beans.
Those away are mostly above, on the Gila and in the vicinity of Salt River Valley. As yet
I hear of but little complaint on account of the Indians being off the reserve, though at
this time of year they are more unruly and troublesome than later in the season, as they
.are enabled to exchange their wheat for whisky. One portion of the community, and among
these are the Mormon settlers, advise and encourage them to settle among them, particularly in Salt River Valley, promising them much good, while another portion are anxious to
have them driven off and confined to the reserve. While there are lands unoccupied by
whites, with water facilities, or where they can work for others; and thus benefit themselves
during a season of drought like the present, it seems but an act of humanity to allow them
·to remain.
The present summer has been an extraordinary one, the w;:~.rtnest and driest known to the
oldest inhabitant. It is already too late for rain to make fall crops possible; what bas been
planted bas already dried up, and the Indians will make no further attempt this season; hence
their sear~h for other articles of food or means of support to supply the deficiency. Generally the water-supply is insufficient; this year there is scarcely enough to drink, and at present writing there is no prospect of rain. Some predict serious consequences to the stock as
well as the agricultural interests. However, so far, the cattle and horses of these Indians
are in good ~ondition.
The additi{)n to the reserve, by Executive order, of the Blackwater lands, securing to the
Indians what they already occupied, preventing conflicts, and giving about 9,000 aeres of
valuable land, (as it lies just" above the old line of the reserve and is better watered than
that farther down,) to their use, was an act of justice and wisdom w bich came none too soon,
as it is only a wonder the e lauds were not already occupied by sett~ers .
'l'he progress of the school bas not been all that could be desired, and yet perhaps it bas
been all that could be expected under the circumstances. The appearance of small-pox
·early in May necessitated the C'.losing of the school, making the vacation this summer longer
than usual. With but one school among these Indians, numerous and scattered, but little
improvement can be expec.ted. In addition to the day school or schools, as the number
should be increased, I would recommend a labor and boarding school, taking the higher
scholars, ·and, by keeping them more under the immediate care of a teacher and the influences
of a home, instruct them in our language, habits, and modes of labor, which they are so
slow to acquire in the very limited intercourse allowed by a day-school, with the view of
preparing them in a few years to be competent to teach the other Indians, showing them a
better way of production by the use of improved implements, superior skill, and good system. As the summer vacation is drawing to a close the Pima day-school will soon be reopened.
In regarJ to the eYil of intemperance, no material change can be noted. It is now too
deep-rooted to be easily eradicated. It would give me pleasure to say decidedly it was not
on the increase. It is a more terrible fo>e than the dread Apache was. It brings lasting
mi ery and degradation to this people. No village or settlement is free from its curse. It
rob women and children of the necessities of life, and murder follows in its train. Human
beings are tran formed into demons. It brings about in part the prostitution of the women
of the tribes, an evil scarcely le s terrible in its moral and physical effects. In view of these
fact i~ it too _much to ask th~t a trong effort be made to punish those guilty of the great crime
?f selhng wh1 ky t? the Ind1ans 1 That the hand of the agent may not be tied whire the.re
1 a ch_ance of ma~mg an exa~ple of some of the mercenary outlaws who traffic for gain m
the m1sery of thmr fellow-bemg.
The extent of the reservation, its proximity to many
mal.l towns, a great. thoroughfare running through its entire 1 ngth, the nearues of the
M x1ca.n boundary-hoe, the numerous unprincipled Mexicans surrounding the re erve, the
a~ en~e of the exa~ple of the b tter home-life of our own people, together with the deter~mnat)()n of the Indt~ns not _to give information again t the offenders, the difficulty of indictJn _an~ per on for cmr~e aO'atnrt an Indian, and the in ij!nificant penalty for the offense unJer
tc~ntonal law, ~ake 1t a mo t difficult task, even with well-appointed means, to suppre
tht enormou cnm .
In b di nee to in trnction received from time to time from your officA thi acrency ha
P.ode.avored to impre ~1pon the minds of these Indian the necessity of a~ early"' removal,
b1~t they d n?~ take kmdly to th thonght of leaving their old homes and haunt , and a
ch,m, te t whtcll tb y h· v become o thoroughly accustomed.
fb mall am.ount that bas b !'- allow. d for the repair of agency building. was much
.n Pded, and, WJth careful expeudtture, wtll go far toward repairing the damage done by the
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occasional heavy rains of the past few years, and the general decay, and render tlie· building-s more safe and comfortable.
·
The small-pox made its appearance ~m our borders early in the spring, and soon commucated itself to the Indians. There being no physician at the agency, permission was
granted to employ one temporarily, but. before one could be obtained, all being fully employed in combating the disease in the settlements, it bad spread to a considerable exteut.
Luckily it was of a mild type and not many cases, comparatively, proved fatal. Hundreds
were vaccinated, and all that could be accomplished with the means at hand was done. As
near as can be ascertained less than one hundred deaths occurred among the three tribes.
The disease has almost entirely disappeared, to the great relief of the whole community.
With the exception of diseases of a venereal character, the sanitary condition of the Indians has been satisfactory. But a great amount· of suffering, primarily and inherently, is
caused by this terrible scourge. Quietly, slowly, but surely it is doing its work, and if not
arrested promptly will in time almost entirely annihilate the race. It, with intemperance,
fills the cup of poison before which the red man vanishes when in contact with the white
race; and to cure this disease, or alleviate t-b.e suffering it causes, requires skillful and painstaking treatment. I would therefore urge, in justice to the Indians and those employed at
the agency, (which request has been made a short time since, in special communication to
Department,) the employment of a regular physician permanently. A good supply of medicines and remedies have been' received, which can only be utilized in part without the em·
ployment of a physician. ·
PAPAGOS.

Nothing of great importance can be reported of these Indians during the past year
Though under the care of the Pima agency, but little means have been allowed for their
benefit, ·and but little bas been done for them. The services of a physician, at reduced pay,
have been continued fur the benefit of those applying for relief. Tho small-pox in its rounds
made no exception of their habitations, but the cases were mostly light, comparatively few
proving fatal. During the prevalence of the disease many of them went to the hills,
avoiding the settlements, and thus escapjng the contagion. Otherwise their health has been
good.
The general condition of the Papagos, considering the little that has been done for them,
is on the whole satisfactory. Though th ere are exceptions, as in any community, they are
generally industrious, honest, and well behaved. Mingling more with other people than do
the Pimas, they are gradnally acquiring the ways of the white man, and may be said to ' be
a numerous people, standing on the threshold of civilization. The Mexican population of
this Territory stands in the way of the Indians learning our language and manners, as they
~ssimilate more readily and naturally with them, which is probably no advantage to the
lndian. Intemperance aud prostitution are to be found among them, but they are as good and
virtuous as their surroundings and advan tages would be likely to permit.
Their school has been closed during the year, but the head-men of the tribe have requested
its re-opening under the same auspices as that of the Pimas, to which request I earnestly
add my recommendation that it be complied with,
.
The Mexicans spoken of in agent's last annual report as occupying lands, and using water
privileg-es on the reserve, to the great detriment of the Indians themselves, still remain, no
means having been furnished to ~ject them. The timber on the reserve is still being cut and
hauled off, without any benefit whatever to the Government or Indians. The proximity of
this more than ordinarily large growth of mesquit timber to Tuesou and adjacent settlements
will in time make it quite valuable. A stop should be put to this unlawful act, and a revenue secured for the benefit of tlie Indians.
The principal property of the Papagos are tbeh cattle and horses. These have done well
the past year, being less exposed to the raids of the Apaches than formerly, and the abundance of mesquit beans have thus far made good the lack of grass, caused by the unusual
drought. In case, however, of continued drought stock must soon suffer, as already vegetation ge'nerally shows the sore need of the precious element, and perhaps now here more so than
in'' the dry Papago country." Eveu water for stock is becoming scarce, and while many
are becoming alarmed at the prospect I still trust in the promise of the early and the latter
rain.
Like the Pimas these people are more than usually scattered, for the purpose of securing
a livelihood, they not raising wheat in quantities, but cultivating patches of corn, melons,
pumpkins, &c., which they cannot do this season for lack of water. They are fond of
hunting, and employ much of their time and supply some of their wants in this way.
I recommend, as being best adapted to the future welfare of this people, that the Papagos
be settled in severalt.y on any unoccupied public land::; in Arizona, givillg to each head of a.
family and male person of age forty acres of good arable land, and in case all of it is not of
this character increasing it to eighty, and making the title thereto inalienab le at least for
twenty years, or perhaps giving them a long lease-bold from Government, the same paying
cost of surveying and expense of locating them, the reservation to be held for them as an
asylum in case they should be by any means cheated out of their locations, or at least until
they were fairly in possession of their homes, and become somewhat familiar with their
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responsibilities as citizens. I. would also recommend the same eourse to be pursued toward
the Pimas, and hope early legislation may be bad making it practicable to accomplish
these ends.
In conclusion, I would add a few general remarks.
I strongly urge that a police force, to be composed either in part or wholly of Indians,
with perhaps a white leader, be provided for the suppression of the whisky traffic, and to
enable the agent to enforce proper respect and discipline, regulate the sale and transfer of
stock between the Indians and others, &c.
I recommend that power be furnished for the grist-mill now at the agency, a small building be erected for its aceommodation, arid it be put in running condition, believing that the
Indians in reach of it would gladly avail themselves of its use, and the expense of running
it would be small.· It would also be of advantage in grinding the feed for the Government
animals.
I trust that such facilities, instructions, and encouragement may be given the Pima,
Maricopa, and Papago Indians as will enable them to continue to be, as they always have
been, well di~:;posed and self-sustaining, that even this extreme year may prove no exception
to the rule, and that wisdom and judgment may frame all measures taken for their advancement.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. STOUT,
C:rtited States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

FLORENCE, ARIZONA,
September 1t:!, 1877.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following as my fourth and last annual report of
affairs connected .with the Indians of the San Carlos agency, in Arizona.
The past year has continued to mark the steady progress of the Apache Indians in civilization and usefulness, and the operations during the year have fixed and completed the complete success of my administration.
In September and October of 1876 I ac.c.ompanied a party of twenty Apache Indians on a
trip to the Eastern States. We visited all the principal cities, passed a week at the Centennial, and returned home greatly pleased and much enlightened. This party was composed
of young chiefs and their wives and young friends. The benefit of this trip to the young
chiefs, and the good influence to be wielded by them, will be of grell.t service in the future
control and advancement of these Indians. The burden uf the expense of this trip was
bor_ne by private enterpyise.
The capture of several noted renegades at the Hot Springs, N. Mex., and the removal of
the Indians of the Hot Spring-s agPncy, N. Mex., to San Carlos, Ariz., is one of the most
important movements with which I have been connected while in the Indian service, and
the result of this movement was a most complete sur-cess. The co-operation of the troops
under General Hatch and Colonel Wade was perfect. On April 21, my Indian police arrested '' Heronemo," ''Gordo," ''Ponca," "Francisco,'' and several other noted renegades,
who were immediately lodged in the guard-house, in irons. The entire tribe of the Hot
Springs Indians, numbering 453 souls, left that agency on May I by trail for San Carlos. I
started the same day by road with the prisoners. On May 20 the Hot Springs Indians
were located peacefully, and with satisfaction to themselves, on the San Carlos reservation,
twenty miles east of the main agency buildings.
inc~ taking charge of the San Carlos agency in 1874 it bas been my lot to consolidate
five agencies into one, and to superintend the movement of about four thousand wild Indian~ to the a.n Carlos re ervation; thus bringing together Indians, who, by their former
lo~at10ns, were separated by a distance of 600 miles; and also opening to ranchmen and
mmers three Indian reservations, including important tracts of agricultural and mineral
lands. The e movements have all been effected without the loss of a single life, and without destroying the property of citizens.
'I_'he Ind~a.ns. under my JUrisdiction have been held in complete subjection, and have remained qu1et, mdu trious, and progressive. No murder or depredation has been traced to
the Indians m~der my .char~re during the three years I have been at San Carlos. Large tracts
of land are bemg culttvat d, and many of the principal men have fine herd of sheep, cattle, and many hor e.. V ry extensive and commodious agency buildings have been contrue! d without appropriation from the 'overnment•
.If the ~r ent Indian police y tern be continued under a. firm, keen agent, the Indians
wtll rc·mam ord rly, and ontinue to improve. Yet I would not assume to predict the re·ult of the~ nding chang in the a~ministration at the San Carlos agency.
In ruy reg1me at a.n arlo bas mmgled much that has savored of contention and annoy-
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anee, and much of success and satisfaction. I have met with firm support and bitter opposition. I have found just and true friends, and malicious enemies. My course and system
at Ran Carlos have been both praised and blamed, lauded and censured. I have neither
sought the one nor avoided the other, and when my worthy successor shall have relieved me
from the last responsibility connected with that agency, I shall rest content. As agent for
the San Carlos Indians I have sought to do my duty well. I claim nothing more than duty
well done. Had I done less, I would have been unworthy of my position and trust. Whatever may be the feelings of others, I am to-day proud of my work and record at San Carios,
and with extreme satisfaction I shall transfer to my trusty successor one of the most important positions on the Pacific slope.
·
I ~"hall ever feel indebted to Mr. M.A. Sweeney for his faithful services throughout my administration.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN P. CLUM,
Late United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER 01<' INDIAN AFFAIRS.

HooPA VAI,LEY INDIAN AGENCY, CALIFORNIA,
August 24, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with circular-letter dated Office of Indian Aff~tirs, Washington, D. C.,
July 10, 1877, I have the honor to report that the late agent, J. L. Broaddus, was relieved
May 9, 1!:l77, and the reservation turned over to me in co .npliance with letter of instructions from E. C. Watkins, United States Indian itlspector.
The reservation was and is now in a most dilapidated condition. The grist-mill has been
allowed to fall to pieces, and is useless. The saw-mill is much out of order. The fences
are greatly out of repair. Houses have fallen down for want of attention and repair. The
stock, consisting of horses, mules, and cattle, have been taken to Round Valley; such farming implements and tools as were not taken there were sold to citizens at a mere nominal
sum, viz, bay from 50 cents to $1.50 per ton, while the contract for the military post is $44
per ton; wagons, thrashing-machines, reapers, mowers, &c., in like proportion.
The1 e are on the reservation about 427 Indians, as follows: men, J 3 I ; women, 167 ;
children, 129. The Redwood Indians. numbering about 40, left the reservation some time
ago, in consequence of the report that they were to be taken to Round Valley. The captain
of the band informed me, a few days since, that they intended returning this fall.
There are about HOO or 900 acres of good wheat-land, yet not an acre under cultivation;
also a large amount of fine grazing-land. I have no doubt but that this reservation could
be made self-sustaining in a very few years ; it would be now, had it been properly managed. The Indians are peaceable and well-dispo!)ed, and many of them are industrious and
willing to work. They complain bitterly about their stock and farming-implements being
ta){en away and sold to white men. I think if the stock is returned, aud farming-implements
and grain supplied, we will be able to get in a good fall crop; this will have to be dooe at
once to insure success.
I recommend that Congress be asked for a liberal appropriation, that the reservation be
improved and placed in a good state of cultivation, farming-implements be supplied, the
buildings, mills, &c., be put in proper condition, and then with proper management I have
no doubt of its being a success.
I regret exceedingly that I cannot give a more favorable report; but can attribute its dismantled and dilapidated condition to uo other cause than misrepresentation, mismanagement,
and inefficiency of the agents who have been in charge for the past six years.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
RICH. C. PARKER,
Captain Twelfth Infantry, Acting Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF ~INDIAN AFFAIRS.

SAN. BERNARDINO, CAL., ..dugust 15, 1877.
SIR: In submitting to you a report upon the condition and wants of the Mission Indians
of California, and in making somb suggestions with respect to the manner iu which the
Government may best fulfill what I unuerstand to be jts intention of placing them perm a
nently in possession of lands which they may cultivate as their own, I desire to say that t.be
time I have spent among them since my appointment as agent is so short that I can give
the Department but few facts concerning these Indians not already to be found in reports
and communications on file in your office. For the most part, the information contained in '
such reports are verified by my observation.
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The Mission Indians now number at most but a few thouS'and. I judge, from what I can
lrarn, that. the estimate of 4,000 or 5,000 is fu-lly up to their real numbers. Not much more
than a quarter of a century ago they are reported to have been five or six times as numerous.
The diseases introduced among them with the white settlement of California, particularly
small-pox. which has sometimes s""ept away entire communities at one visitation, have been the
mo's t effective agencies of their destruction. The restrictions upon their customary methods
of living, and tbe limitation of the territory from which they drew their support, have done
the rest. The present greatest curse to the race is bad whisky and the unscrupulous venders
of it. .A continuation for twenty-five years longer of the treatment which they have received in the twAnty-five years that are past will so far complete the extermination of the
Mission Indians that the only remnant will be found in strolling bands of vagrants and
be~rgars, which will become a pest and nuisance to the white population. On the other
hand, it is possible for the Government to preserve from destruction. tho~e who yet remain,
to train them to h::.bits of complete s~lf-support, and ultimately, perhaps, to fit them for int•.orporation into the body of .American citizenship, well prepared to discharge the duties and
bear the burdens of citizens.
The M1ssion Indians 'have thus far always supported themselves without aid from the
Govemment., and would not now need much care or attention but for one great and important fact upon which the duty of the Government arises and is established. That fact is,
that the l&nds they have been accustomed to cultivate are nearly all taken from them for
white settlements, so that they all become subject to the whims and interests of their successors in possession. The Government has formerly made and relinquished some excellent
reservations of public lands on which they might have been located, and it still retains some
small· and inadequate reservations of comparatively little use and value. The Government
still retains plenty of laud which might be set a.part for them, but none not occupied or disposed of has water upon it, or it is, in other words, mere desert, whose ultimate reclamation,
if at all possible, is at least doubtful, and will be very expensive. In none of the rich vallrys which they formerly occupied and cultivated do these Indians now own any land or
possess the right to Any water. They were long ago driven from t.he best places, and their
last and present places of resort are now threatened, and, it is to be feared, cannot be preserved to them except in a few instances.
The Mission Indians may be divided, with respect to their condition and manner .of Jiv.
ing, into three classes. The first division may be defined as those who stay on or about the
ranches or farms of white men, living by daily labor upon the farms, recbiviug, when they
work, about one dollar per day. Most of the larg-er ranchmen have about them one or
severa.l families, whom they permit to bnild their slight houses on the corners of the ranch,
or on grounds adjoining, and in addition allow the use of water sufficient to irrigate It
~arden, which such Indians often cultivate. These Indianf3 do most of the ordinary work
of the rancbe~, exrept when harvest-time, sheep-shearing, or some special season requires
the en:ployment of other help. They live more or less comfortably, as the proprietor of the
ranch to which they are attached is a hug1ane and just man, or hard-heart.ed and a cheat.
They are pot lt>gal tenants; they cannot make le~al contracts, or collect their wages by a
suit at law, if for no other reason, because they have not the means to prosecute suits.
The intere ts of the ranchman generally dictate treatment at least fair enough to prevent
his Indians from moving away from him. This class of Indians is pretty large. They have
nn difficulty in securing enough food and comfortable clothing, and some of them have
learned to be thrifty and prudent.
.
The second class is made of those who live in small communities, cultivating lands they
have held fur a long time and have been accustomed to call their own. .At each village are
g-athered as many famili es as the natural supply of wate• will make comfortable. They
d ire above all else to be left in possession of these little villages, which are situated whereever a spring or small stream of water exists, cattered through a large tract of otherwise
dP. ert country. Thus they have a village at Potrero, twenty-five mil es from here. Twenty
miles in another direction is another village; fifteen miles farther another village, and so on.
'fill rrcently all these places were on unsurveyed public lands, and unclaimed. Now white
men have et up claims of more or less valid character upon almost every acre of these
land 'I, and they are liable to be taken away unless there iH prompt and energetic action by
the Gov rnment. Each Indian family at these villages has a' bouse and cultivates a patch
of ground, varying from one acre to four or five. .A field of five acres cultivated by one
family i rar ly found. ] ruit-tree and well-kept vines are not unu ual. The Indian men
plant th ir fiplds in the pring, give them a more or 1 ss thrifty cultivation till a season
co n s wh n th y can get temporary mployment on ranch es, and then they l ave their
l1 mf-_~ in ·llar e of th sq~aws and old men, and go out to labor, v r.v much as the young
m n m anada. flock over mto " the tates" in haying-time to work for the New England
and '·w York farm r . .A much gr ater numbE:'r of the Mission Indians were formerly in·lndf>d in th i cia .. and ortentime the Indian de crib d in the first class own d and cultivated tb v ryland . wber tit •y are now only tol rated a day-laborers. They are very
mu<·h attacht-d to th IT homes.
ue Jndian that I know ha maintained a home in the
P_ot; ro, an~ for m11_ny y ar work d m . t of the time twenty miles away. HeiR as li ttle
wJihn,. to g1ve up bts Potrero hou ·e and field us auy of his neigh l>ors who live there coo-
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stautly. · But now his home is threatened by a land-gmbber who wants it for nothing-. This
second class of Indians are the ones now niost especially needing the energetic care of thA
Government. The land-grabbers are after them, and an agent with seven-leagued boots
could scarcely travel from village to vilhtge so fast as those Americans who are seeking a
few acres of ground with a spring- upon it, or moist lands where wheat and potat-oes grow
without irrigation, that may be pre-empted or taken up under th.e desert-land act. ThHt
such lands have been held by Indians and cultivated by Indians counts for nothing more
than if they had been only homes for grasshoppers and cayotes. Thi~ seems to me a great
and unpardonable vice in the law, that it treats as unoccupied, and subject to pre-emption,
lands which have been in fact occupied and cultivated precisely as white men occnpy and
cultivate, and that, too, for more than one generation of living men, But for that vice of
the law the Mission Indians would now be secure in their old possessions, and where their
improvementA and water-rights were wanted they would be bought and paid for instead of
taken f r nothing in the name of law. I cannot learn at all accurately the number of this
class of Indians, but do not suppose they can be more than one-third of all.
,.
The third class is rather small, and includes those that bang upon the ou,tskirts of town~.
pass wistfully through the streets, ~eldom asking for anything, but silently begging with
their longing, pathetic eyes. At times, when they can get whisky, the mfln are besotted
brutes, and the women are generally prostitutes, though the family tie is still strong enough
to keep squaw and papoose with the husband. With this class are some unmarried womell
who are prostitutes. This, which I will call the vagrant class, is not so large as I was prepared to find it; and I believe, from observation and from general report, that vagrancy i~
not a state into which the Mission Indians naturally or willingly fall. Except in the third
class, I believe prostitution is almost or quite unknown, anu that the virtue of wor~1en i~
quite as highly esteemed and as much practiced as among the most enlightened peoples.
The Government, in treating practically the questions presented by the condition of tbe M i"sion Indians, will at first take little account of this third class, since nothing can be done
foi· them ·tm reservations have been provided on which they ·can he placed, b_y compulsion,
if necessary. In making a permanent arrangement of reservations, however, the number
of this class must be taken into consideration.
The desire of all these Indians in the second class is to be let alone in ppssession of what
they now occupy, and without action by Congress t.be power of the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs and the President can go no further in th~ir behalf than to secure them in the holding of these lands in all cases where the law will permit. Each case must be considered
and acted upon by itself, and when found necessary they will be so reported for action. A
few years ago the claims of white men to Indian lands were so few that wise and finn executive action might have secured homes for all the Indians without aid of Congress; but it
is useless in this case to take a gloomy survey of lost opportunities.
The first purpose of the Department is now to secure the Mission Indians permanent
homes, with land and water enough, that each one who will go upon a re:oervation may
have to cultivate a piece of g10nnd as large as be may desire. This is nearly all the Government aid that will ever be asked or needed for these Indians; though, this purpose being
accomplished, a small annual expenditure will be desirable to instruct rather than aid them
in the way of self-support; and the question of assisting in the maintenance of schools may
very likely arise. A~suming that the Government is to make the needed reservations,
the question of how it shall be done becomes simply a practical business problem to be met
in a pract.ical bnsiness·like way, just as business men solve the problems and perplexities of
their private affairs. How much land do the Indians re quire~ Should they be placed upon
oue large resP.rvation, or several small ones ~ Should lands, unoccupied by them at present,
be purchased, or should atterrq;!tS be made to keep them on the lands they now oceupy?
These and a multitude of similar questions will arise in the practical administration of
any law or instructions of the Department looking to the accomplishment of the object in
view, and they must all be decided in accord with the general rule that the business must
be done S<' as to secure the best results with the least money. Nearly all these questions
will be practical, arising as the business proceeds, and they cannot be raised or answered
in advauce. 'l'herefore no law of Congress and no instructions from the Indian Office CH.n
provide against them, and it thus happens that it is impossible to make explicit and detailed
recommendations as the basis of action.
For example, I think it may be practical and most advantageous for the Government to
insist on retaining for the Indians the Potrero, Henia and Agut~. Caliente, and attempt to
gt~.ther a ln.rge number of Indians upon them. This being under eousiJ eration, the practical
questions come up as to the extent of rights that white squatters have acquired, the cost of
exti ngui shing those rights, the capacity of the Potrero for an increa~ed development of water,
the feasibility of carrying the White Water River upon the Caliente reservation, and, after
all, the cost and prospective success in comparison with a n ew purchase or some other different proposition. But an agent does not dare to make a spec1tic recommendation, nor can
l1 e decide what would be best, for he is dealing with nothing but contingencies and bypothPses, t~.nll, having the responsibility of dealing with absolute fact ~ , he might discover obsttt·
cles to carrying out his th eoreLical plan tl.u1.t he had never dreamed of.
The economical and satisfactory completion of the work desired by the Department requires,
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it seems to me, that the plan of operation should be generally outlined, and then the execution of this general scheme and the determination of its details should proceed together.
When the Government begins the actual work of securing homes for these Indians, its purpose must be executed through some agency having a wide discretion and considerable
power for action directly intrusted to it. For every rea!lon I am led to the conclusion that
the object of the Government can best be attained in the following manner, which I respect·
fully submit to your consideration:
Congress to appropriate a sufficient sum, say not less than one hundred and fifty thousand
dollars, for securing permanent reservations for the Mission Indians of California, and assiRting them to settle thereon. This amount to be expended by a commission of five persons,
of whom four shall be r~sidents of California, the commission to serve without pay except
traveling and other expenses. The commission would, no doubt, be appointed by the President, and their power could be as much restricted as Congress and the Department might
deem necPssary.
The general outline of their work should be defined. but in all matters of detail and actual
business they should be left free, and given discretion and power to decide promptly and act
finally. If the commission were cho::sen so as to include four men of wealth and good repute,
residents of Southern California, and a fifth member were added, being selected perhaps frum
among the trusted vfficers of the Indian Office, having the entire confidence of the Government, the expenditure would no doubt be wisely made, and would be kept free from the
taint of jobbery; and I do not believe that large transactions in this business, by or upon
the recommendation of ever so honest and conscientious an agent, would be alloweu to
escape charges of fraud. The commission would visit the different Indian settlements, learn
the Indians' desires and wants, examine reservations already made, settle questions of disputed rights or provide fur their settlement, take measures for increasing and economizing
water at such places as they might think judicious; and, by showing the possession of
power to do something besides "writing to Washington," they would immediately command
confidence and respect, which are now sadly diminished for Government commissions and
agents from whose visitations the India~1s cannot sec that they have derived any benefit.
Martinez lives on lands not yet reserved, which white men are endeavoring to claim. He
thinks if I am a "strong" and "true" agent I will give him a "paper" to show those
white men and warn them off. If I decline to 'deceive him with a useless order, or if I give
him an order which he finds the white men do not respect, he thinks I am not" strong" and
''true," but he will always believe me a mere pretender unless I should be fortunate enough
to secure the reservation of the Rincon before white settlers gain legal title to it. The
'' stren~rth," as the Indian terms it, which no agent bas, the commi:;sion would possess and
n8e, and would, tLerefore, accomplish in a short time what I really believe can never be
done if every proposition must be referred to Washington beforfl action can be taken upon
it.. I will add tllat I am assured there are many men who would be willing to accept
service on the commission, men just, honest, and, if not sentimental, at least practical,
friends of the Indians.
The most norkherly bands of the Mission Indians, I have reason to hope, may be provided
for without great expense by a readjustment of reservation limits and some outlay in developing the water supply. What disposition may be made of the more southerly bands I am
not yet able to suggest, but as soon as I can obtain the necessary information, by personal
visits and otherwise, I shall report as fully as possible what facts I obtain and such conclusions 11.s I may have reached. I have not a doubt but such a commission as I have sugj!ested would find a practical and satisfactory method of dealing with them all, and, by an
expenditure not greater than I have indicated, secure homes for all.
For the u se of the more southerly of the Indians, propositions have been made to sell certain ranches to the Government. Should e.uch a purchase become necessary, I have no
doubt the commission, with ca h in hand, would save many thousands of dollars over what
the same lands could be obtained for by a contingent bargain this year to be executed next.
There are mauy considflration , however, which I think would determine the Government
to make several small re ervations in place of one large one. The opportunity of securing
Ian? enough in one body w~th sufficient water for/11 may not arise, and the need of the
whtte ettlers to employ Ind1an , and the benefit o such labor to the Indians, admonishes
tba~ th" reservations be located with a view to rendering communication between the
Ind1an a~u tho e '~ho would employ them not too difficult, for they will not, probably, be
nble to gam a livelihood entirely upon any reservations that can be made, but mnst depend
t" . orne xtent, a heretofore, upon daily labor for a part of each year on the ranches , f
wh1te farmer , who would a.lso get on badly if deprived of the privilege of ewploying
laborer from among the Indians.
Very re pectfully, your obedient servant,
J. E. COLBURN,
Un'itcd States lndzan Agent.
The C :\1:\H l <ER 0 L'Vl N AFF IR •
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OFFICE UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENCY,
ROUND VALLEY RESERVATION, MENDOCINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA,

August 31, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian Department, I have the honor of
submitting the following, as my fifth annual report. as agent of this reservation.
LOCATION.

This reservation is in the northeastern portion of Mendocino County, with the following
metes and bounds, viz :
'
"Beginning for the same at a point in section SG of township 23, range 12 west, Mount
Diablo meridian, where the township line crosses Eel River, beiug at a point about eig·hty
(HO) rods west of the southeast corner of said township and section ; thence, following the
courses of Eel River up said stream in the center thereof, to a point where the same is intersec ed by the stream known as William's Creek, or Bland Mountain Creek; thence, following up the center of said creek to its extreme northern source, on the ridge dividing the
waters of said creek from the waters of Hull's Creek, a tributary of the north fork of Eel
River. at the foot of Bland Mountain, crossing said dividing ridge at a point on a line where
a small white oak tree and a cluster of arbor-vitre trees are branded with the letters U.S. R.:
thence in a direct line to the center of said Hull's Creek; thence following down the center
of the same to its intersPction with the north fork of Eel River; thence down the center of
said north fork to its intersection with the main fork; thence following up the main fork of
the Eel River, in the center thereof, where the township-line between townships 22 and 23
north, range 13 west, would intersect said river, if produced; thence east along said township line through ranges 13 and 12 to the place of beginning.
(Signed)
"U. S. GRANT."
The above is copied from the executive order of U.S. Grant., May 18, 1875. This reser- .
vation was established, as at present constituted, by act of Congress March 3, 1873; northern
boundary established by CommissioMrs B. R. Cowen, J.P. C. Shanks, and Charles Marsh,
in June, 1873, and surveyed by order of the surveyor-general, December, 1876, by Deputy
Surveyor J. A. Benson. There are 102,118.19 acres in this new reservation, only about
4,000 acres of this amount in Round Valley, and 1,000 of that yet held by settlers, and now
in litigation, leaving but about 3,000 acres for all uses for the Indians; the rest is only suitable for range and native food for Indians; however, it is all . held and occupied by white
men.
There are at this time, as near as we can possibly ascertain, 996 Indians on this reservation, diviied as follows:
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In addition to those immediat~ly on the reservation, there are about 100 near Healdsburg.
The mttjority of the citizens in that vicinity are exceedingly anxious to have them taken to
this reservation. The same applies to the citizens of adjacent counties, in which there are
several hundred Indians. Mr. Elias E. Brown, of Hat Creek, Lassen County, California, in- ·
formed me by letter of June 9, J 877, that the Indians in that vicinity were becoming very
troublesome. They say, " The sheep and cattle owned by white men eat all their native
food so they cannot make a living, and they will all starve to death, so they might as well
fight," &c. They are the Hat Creek, Fall River, Dixie, Valley, and Pit River Indians.
A DIFFERENT POLICY DEMANDED,

The reservation system, as now conducted, must ultimately fail; no agent can keep Indians
on a reservation while small bands are allowed to rove at will in the vicjnity. The Indians
should all be on reservations, or all set at liberty; they want to go and see their relations
who are living in some other county; they have heard some of them are sick, they must go,
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&c. My deliberate judgment is, that the Canada system would far better suit the Indians
of California than the present one, and it would certainly better their condition, and be a
great saving to Lhe Government.
While the southern farming portion of this State bas suffered with drought, raiu was quite
~ ufficient in this and adjoining counties. Our yield of grain, corn, and all kinds of vegetables has exceeded that of any previous year. The following are the productions of tbe
reservation farm and gardeu, as near as can be estimated: Wheat, 6,000 bushels; corn,
3,5 00 bushels; oats, ~.960 bushels; barley, 2,650 bushels; potatoes, 250 bushels; onions,
I 0 bushels; beans, 50 bushels; melons, 200 in number; pumpkins, 25,000 pounds; apples,
800 bushels; carrots, 100 bushels; cabbage, 2, 000 pounds ; beets, 3, 000 pounds ; tomatoes,
1,000 pounds; hay, 550 tons.
INDIAN GARDENS.

The Indians have cultivated 300 acres in vegetables of a general character, which has
yielded beyond the exp ec tation of any one; but it is impossible to form an estimate, owing
to the fact that the Indians used from their gardens as soon as possible,
The Indians are
much scattered, but, thanks to the Giver of all good, every need has been most graciously
supplied.
IMPROVEMENTS.

Three wells have been dug and walled up ; eighteen new houses built for Indians, 12 by
14 feet, and 12 by 1ti feet, one story, box style, one window in each; all have plank floors,
and good brick chimneys; two dwelling-houses and one school-house have been sided up
with weather-boards; one dwelling-house built for school-teacher, 24 by :~2 feet, with six
noms, three of whic.h are lined with heavy wall-paper; this house is one and a half stories
high, sided up with weather-boards, and has a good substantial brick chimney. We have
also built a dwelling-house for the sawyer, at the saw-mill, 16 by 24 feet, with shed-room,
box style. We have built one hop-house, main building 24 by 48 feet, and 50 feet high,
brick flue in center, with a partition:wall through center, makiug four rooms, 24 by 24 feet;
two shed rooms or wings, 24 by 48 feet, with a good shingle roof on all ; it is the best building of the kind in this county.
We have planted 30 acres in bops, from which we hope to realize enough to pay all expenses this season ; we have built a substantial press for the purpose of p~;essing Lhe hops
into suitable bales for convenient transportation.
We have built a new mill-bouse for grist-mill, 30 by 70 feet, with 28-feet posts, and four
floors; also an engine-room, 20 by 30 teet, 12 feet high. A new granary has been attached
to the mill-building, 60 by 30 feet, with 12-feet posts; there is a passage-way 6 feet wide,
with car-track the entire length, to convey the wheat to th e mill-bouse; there are bins on
each side of said passage-way 12 by 12 fee t, and 12 feet high, to store grain and flour iu.
The mill building retits upou a solid and substantial stone foundation ; the roof is covered
with shingles and painted with fire-proof paint; all the machin ery is of the best quality,
and much new machinery has been added of the latest and most approved kind. I am fully
satisfied it is second to no mill property in this county, A.nd well calculated to meet all the
demands upon it. Many other improvements have been made, and much more could have
been done if we could have had a carpenter and more funds.
EDUCATIONAL.

Up to July J, we had but one school and one teacher. As it was impossible for one
teacher to do justice to 70 or '0 pupils, by authority of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
an additional teacher was employeJ July 1st. We have had since that time two schools,
both of which have been well attended and are in a prosperous condition. The Indians are
beginning to realize the advantages of an education, and their rapid improvement ba surpasBed the expectations of their most sanguine frie!lds.
ANITARY.

It is gratifyin,g to me to inform you that the sanitary condition of the Indians is good, and
coutinunlly improving; the sanitary monthly reports , whi ch have been correctly kept, show
47 buths and 31 deaths during the past year. This is one of the results of the Christian
peace policy.
RELIGIO

IN. TRUCTION.

We have two abbatb-school , with a full set of officers and teachers. Th e Indians of all
nge are gath~red, as far a. moral suasion avails, and are faithfully instructed -every SabhaLh i preachmp: at both school-houses every Sabbath, and three evening meeriug each week.
'f~ 1etbod.i t. Epi copal
bnrch, undar whose religious care this agency i intru ted, a.pomt d a m1. 10n~ry. to look aft r tbe moral and rel igious intere ts of our Indi an . Four
. ~udr d. doll.ar miS!JIOnary ~1011 y "'!' appropriated to aid in his su pport. R ba. been very
fa1thful m h1. work. The Church 1 n10re fully arou.sed to a en e of duty andre pon ibili1y
than ev r bc:for . I trust a rt:uction may take place, a.ud even better results be realized iu
the future.
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We have three Indian men capable of running either of our steam-engines; two are now
acting as engineers, one at the saw-mill and the other with the steam-thrasher. There are
several good carpenters, capable of doing any kind of common work. Many of the Indians
understand every variety of farm work, and compete successfully with white men in sheepshearing and many other kinds of labor ; they are willing to work, and are under the best
of discipline. A gentleman came here from a distance of fifty miles to get Indians to piel;::
hops. He said he had some Indians, that did not belong to this reservation, engaged in
picking hops, but they received a stick with notches in it and a feather tied to it, inviting
them to a dance, so hop-fields and all engagements were abandoned ; and this gentleman
had to look to reservation !ndians to help him in his need.
MISCELLANEOUS.
This reservation was established in 1856, and by an act of Congress March 3, 1873, was
established in its present form. The Indians were encouraged to believe that they would
soon have this as their permanent horne, and have land given them for their individual
homes. Four years have passed away. Messrs. Thomson, Bourne, and Eberly hold their
former homes under a claim of swamp and overflowed land, and the stockmen hold tbe
range as they did in 1872. With this range for sheep, together with our bops, mills, &c.,
this reservation would be self~sustaining; but the Indians failing to get the land and range
promised them, and Congress cutting down the appropriations annually, they are fast losing
confidence in promises, and, as a fearful result, a reaction has taken place. Scores are
lost to the church-lost all their interest therein-and I fear will be forever lost.
A failure on the part of the Government to keep faith wit.h the Indians is the cause of
most of our troubles with them. The wisest man that ever livr.d has said, " Hope deferred
maketh the heart sick." It is as true to-day as when fi,rst spoken.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. L. BURCHARD,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN A1<'F AIRS.

TULE RIVER INDJAN AGENCY, CALIFOHNIA,
AU.t(USt 20, H377.
SIR: 1 have the honor to s11bmit my annual report of this- agency.
The first and most impoitant event to notice is the removal of the agency from the rented
farm, which has long been occupied, at an enormous rental, to a permanent reservation.
The transfer was effected early in December last, and after a trial of three-fourths of a year
I am glad to state my unqualified approval of the arrangement. Almost anything would
have been preferable to the continued occupancy of a rented reservation, especially considering its small area and proximity to the destructive influence of the liquor traffic. · With such
surroundings and controlling influences it is not surprising that two decades should pafSS
without witnessing a greater improvement in these Indians. Moral improvement under
such circumstances with any people is entirely Utopian. A large majority of the Indians
are well satisfied with the removal, and are laboring with commendable zeal. in making
permanent improvements and gathering around them the comforts of home. No savage yells
are now heard at night irom drunken Indians, and no padlocks and chains required to
restrain men and women made furious with rum.
A few Indians are still at the Madden farm, and indulge the hope that the Government will
yet purchase it for a permaneut residence. By their own statements to me I am satisfied
they have been induced to believe this from the representation of parties wishing to
share in large profits made by illicit trade, or the sale of real estate connected with
and adjacent to the Madden farm. Twice I have sent Government teams to bring these
families to the reservation, but they refused to come, stating a~:~ a reason for such refusal
that, Mr. Madden's agent ha.d given them permission to remain. Stockmen are also endeavoring to dissuade these families from moving to the reservation, by telling them that it
is entirely worthless and unsuitable for them, so as to have the privilege, without let or
hinderance, of using it as a summer range for their flocks an:i herds. It is not strange, with
all these influences, that a few families should hesitate to leave the place once promised
them as a home, and to which they have, by long years of residance, become so warmly
attached. Their minds, however, are becoming gradually disabused, and all will, without
doubt, move here before tl1e coming winter.
·
This reservation is located on the waters of South Tule River, in Tulare County, and embraced, in the original executive order, 91,837 acres.
During the past year some 1,2 0 acres, belonging to citizens on the northern boundary,
were reported to the Department with a view of securing an appraisement, and the location Of
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the agency and a portion of the Indians on that part of the reservation. The Department did
not deem it advisable to ask Congress to make an appropriation for the purchase of said lands
at the figures reported by me as the probable value, but have in view, as I understand, their
exclusion from the reservation. Although this leaves no arable land, only small tracts on
the waters of the South 'fule River, and embraced in the first ~;urvey, it is perhaps the best
policy to pursue.
There is scarcely a probability of any increase in the number of Indians to be gathered on
the reservation, but almost a certainty of eontinued decrease.
The arable land is so situated that, with moderate expense in the construe.tion of flumes
and irrigating ditches, an a"Qundance of water can be procured to insure crops every year:
After becoming better acquainted with thi~ tract of country, I havA a more favorable opinion of it as a reservation, and deem it quite sufficient to furnish homes for all the Indians
that will probabiy ever be gathered upon it. The allotment of land in severalty, in my
judgmeut, is the true course to be pursued. This, so far as I have been able to do, has been
highly S<ttisfactory, and proven a great incentive to habits of industry . . To be able to say
''my house," and •• my land," begets a feeling of independence, and stimulates to increased
effort and activity. I think all of the Indians under my care can be supplied with small
tracts of land, within the bounds of this reservation, where they can make homes and become entirely independent of governmental assistance within two years from this writing.
All the care they will need after that will be some one to protect them in their 1·ights and
conduct their school.
This reservation was designed for the occupancy of six different tribes of Indians, living
in this and adjoining counties. Only two of the tribes are now represented here, the Tules
and Tijons. These have so intermarried that their tribal relation is no longer recognized.
They number, according to the census taken last month, 254, a decrease since my last annual letter of 49. Sixteen of this number have died, and 33 have gone away from the
reservation, some on account of the transfer of the agency, and others from a desire to live
in different parts of the country; all, I am satisfied, growing out of the loug unsettled state
of this Jeservation.
SANITARY.

The sanitary condition of these Indians is similar to that of other years. There have
been 16 deaths during the last twelve months, all ot chronic diseases. A fp,arful mortality
has prevailed among most of the little bands living off the reservation. At Fish Rice's farm,
near Visalia, there were last year 65 Indians, principally Kaweahs and Wichumnies; now
there are but 16 by actual count, three-fourths having died the past year. Nearly the same
mortality has prevailed among the Monache Indians on Owens River.
The King-'s River Indians, living north of this place some 90 miles, and numbering 250,
are the only apparently healthy aborigines in all this country. I visited them last spring
and found them in a comfortable condition. Quite a number of them had taken homesteads
and were making improvements that were really commendable. Some expressed a desire to
have their children attend school, but were unwilling to leave their present home and move
to the reservation. I found among these Indians no trace of the Mexit!an element, which
undoubtedly accounts for their good sanitary condition.
AGRICULTURE.

The agricultural interests have suffered from excessive drought. Nothing was raised on
the agency farm. Indians who had irrigating facilities have produced very fair crops.
They will realize about 250 bushels of wheat, 2:>0 bushels corn, 100 bushels potatoes, 20
bushels beans, 5 tons melons, 5 tons pumpkins, and 10 tons of hay.
EDUCATIONAL.

A day-school ha'l been maintained eight and one· half months during the year, with an average enrollment of :~5 pupils. All the clas'!es have made commendable progress, and have
evinced a greater desire to thoroughly understand the principles involved in the several studies.
MISSIONARY WORK.

I think it can be truthfully stated thR.t some advance in a religious p()int of view has
be~n made. The t~obbath-school and other religious servi<~es have usu11.1ly been well attended.
While none hav taken a decidedly religious stand, more interest appears to be manifested
by orne upon thi que tion, an a good degree of intelligent inq11iry is mR.de by them in
re ard to a better way of living. There is a great deal to be done in this department, yet
we ee enon~h to encourage us to unceasing labor, believing that in due time we shall
reap if we faint not.
CIVILIZATION,

The work of civi~iz'\tion wit~ all Indian'! is a slow process. Where bad influenc.e and
example have been m roJuce 1n the out et the work is rendered much more difficult. The e
Indian , fr m their fir t acquaintance with the white man, until within a. few years pa t,
have only known the degradation of civilization. So far as the mora.l phase of the question
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was concerned, as presented first to them, very little elevating or refining was discernible.
Association with the vile and drunken has imprinted lessons upon their character not easily
effaced. Nothing but persistent effort and the wholesome restraints of law are adequate to
the task of leading snch a people into the light, and nothing but the hearty acceptance of
the principles of our Christian civilization will make them desirable citizens.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

·

C. G. BELKNAP,
United States Indian Agent.

The

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

Los

PINOS INDIAN AGENCY,

ColoTado, October 29, 1877.
SIR : On the J st day of October, 18ifi, I entered upon the discharge of my duties as Indian agent, relieving the Rev. H. F. Bond, and eonsequently this annual report for the year
ending September I, H:l77, is the first one exhibited by me, and covers only a period of
eleven months.
My first impressions were that I had a very troublesome class oflndia!ls to deal with, for at
the time of my arrival at the agency the stock of provisions for issue, excepting only beef,
was well-nigh exhausted, and I was met with a shower of complaints on that score. But
before long the arrival of ti·esh supplies served to pacify the Indians, and, if we exclude
the Uncapabgre Park grievance, of which more is said farther on, I may safely state that no
complaints of any serious import have reached me since that time.
Owing to the fact that the contractor bad failed in business, the agency buildings had not
been completed, and were in a most unsatisfactory condition. Much of the time of the
agency carpenter is occupied in patching them up so as to render them habitable. The
buildings, so called, are in fact only so many miserably· constructed aJobe huts ; inconvenient, unsafe, and dirty to the last. degree. Authority, however, has been granted to construct a residence for the agent, and two shops, one for the carpenter and the other for the
blacksmith, and the completion of these buildings will, without doubt, not only lend much
to the appearance of the agency, but also add very materially to the comfort and convenience
of the agent and employes. It would be well, in my opinion, to erect a school-bonse at this
agency, for, even if the experiment of educating the Utes should prove to be of no avail, the
building could, nevertheless, be advantageously used for other purposes, and no money
would be lost to the government thereby. The present store· bouse is quite unfitted for the
purpose for whieb it is designed. It is much· too small, and is in constant danger of falling
to the ground.
Ouray, the head chief of the Utes, who is unquestionably t.he most intelligent as well as
the most progressive Indian of the whole tribe, now occupies a regular dwelling-house.
This house (together with other buildings for his use) bas been completed only within a
short Lime, and is the most complete and substantial residence within the agency limits.
The whole of the work wa'· executed by the agency carpenter and other employes, and in its
erection there was no expenditure made of pubHc money.
Touching the matter of the education of the Utes, I regret to have to report that no progress bas been made. in this direction during the year. While I have grave doubts as to
the practicability of establishing and maintaining a srhool which would be really beneficial
to the Indians, still I should certainly have tried the experiment had there been any building suitable for school purposes. A mere day-school would, I am convinced, be of but little
benefit to them, if, indeed, it would not be worse than useless, when the labor and expense
entailed are taken into consideration. In order to advance the education of the children
they should be entirely removed from the influences with which they are surrounded in the
wigwam, and be gradually weaned to thA manners and customs of civilization by being
brought in constant association with white people. With the establishment of a boardingschool somethicg in this way might possibly be accomplished, · for there are many bright
children among the Utes who would seemingly make apt scholars. Some few of the betterinformed chiefs and headmen are in favor of education, but the goreat majority are either indifferent or else strenuously opposed to what they consider a harmful innovation.
The prejudice against the performance of manual Jabor which exists among Indians as a
class is, perhaps, in no instance so strongly marked as in the Ute. He considers it a disg:ace to labor, and ridicules the very idea of his ever being required to do anything of the
kmtl. The child who bas been trained under the influences of civilization and taught to
regard labor as an honorable pursuit is seldom or never proof against the sneers and taunts
of ~i~ Indian associates, .a~d is pretty sure to ~ield to .t.he common prejudice, and before
arnvmg at manhood exhibit as strong an aversiOn to t01l as the most ignorant of them.
The Utes are in the habit of going out on brief hunting expeditions over their extensive
reservation, between "issue days." and in this way contribute very materially toward the
support of ~hemselves and their families. The practice, however, of issuing rations every
se.ven days mste':~ of every ten da.ys, as ~as formerly the custom, will undoubtedly interfere
With th~se expeditiOns, and the Indians will, consequently, become still more dependent upon
the Government for their support than they already are. I believe that it would be well to
return to the old rule of issuing rations every ten days.
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•, The farming operations during the year, although not equaling our anticipations, have been
very fair-perhaps as good as ought to be expP.cted when it is remembered that we a.re workiug in a comparatively new field-ver.v litt.le having- been done in this line before. The chief
source of disappointmeat lay in the difficult.Y of obtaining a sufficient supply (}f water. The
heavy breaks in the irrigating-ditch conld only be repaired little by little when labor for
that purpose could be spared, and as a consequence it was not until late in the season that
the ditch was in a condition to conduct water to the farm. Sufficient progress has, h()w·
ever, been made to demonstrate to a certainty that almost any vegetabl~> and all small grains
rA.n be successfully cultivated in this section of the country; and I venture to add that,
without any very great expense to the Government, sufficient cereals could be annually produced to support the whole Ute nation. Desiring to point out to the Indians in a practical
manner what might be done in farming if they would only labor, I entered into a verbal
agreement with a first-class farmer to clear, fence, and cultivate a lot of abont fifteen acres,
stipulating that upon the maturing of the crop one-third of it should be delivered at the
agency free of cost to the Government. A portion of this lot was exceedingly bard to subdue, but about ten acres of it bid fair to yield as fine a crop of potatoes as can be found in
Colorado. The Government share of these potatoes, it is estimated. will amount to as much as
a thousand bushels, and in this country, where transportation is so very difficult, they will be
exceedingly valuable for issue to Indians and for future planting. A cellar 50 by J:) feet has
been constructed for storing the potatoes.
Ouray, the head chief, has also interested himself in farming, and has made ver.v commendable progress. He has raised about four acres of potatoes, quite a respectable field of
wheat, some corn, and a variety of vegetables. His experience of this year will, I am confident, enable him to do much better in future; and his example may, it is hoped, have the
effect of stimulating other members of the tribe to similar exertions. No opportunity has
been lost in advising and assisting him in carrying out this, to him, novel endeavor. The
seed was furnished from the agency, and such agricultural implements as were reqnired
loaned to him. Some few Indians, who would not on any terms labor for the agent, did not
deem it beneath their dignity to assist their chief.
The general condition of the tribe, from a sanitary point of view, is very good, but intellectually and morally they are now prob11bly much the same as they have been for genArations past. During the entire year there bas been but one complaint received from official
sources of any depredations having been cQmmitted by the Utes either on or off the reservation, and as I have been unable to learn anything concerning these reported cases, I am
inclined to regard them as very trivial in character, if, indeed, not purely imaginary.
The chief difflculty with which I have had to contend since assumin11: charge of this agency
bas been in reconc"iling the Indians to the presence of certain squatters in the Uncapahgre
Park, which is situated about sixteen miles from the agency, t~.nd is adjacent to the town of
Ouray. These intruders had been notified by my predece'!sor, Mr. Bond, that the land they
occupied was a part of the reservation, aud that they had no right there. They, however,
declined to ]eave, and were still in illegal possession of their ranches at the time of my
arrival. 'l'he Indians were clamorous for their immediate removal from the reservation, ~ml
would listen to no arguments in behalf of the settlers. By dint of great persuasion, and by
promising to do my utmost to have the matter finally disposed of to their satisfaction in the
following spring, I contrived to keep the Indians quiet during that winter. Early in the
month of March I addressed a communication to each settler of whom I had any knowledge,
requesting him to remove from the re ervat.ion. My rt•quest was not complied with. Not
long after a detachment of Company G, Ninth United ~:Hates Cavalry, under command of
Lieut. John Conlin, arrived here with orders to assist me "in ridding the reservation of all
tre pa. sers." A con ultation was now held with the settlers, and a verbal agreement was
I!Utered into between them and myself that they should leave there ervation within thirty
day from that time. Many of the Indians expressed great dissatisfaction at the arnmgements made, but when I explained to them that at tbA expiration of the thirty day there
would certainly be no further delay in the removal of the nuisance they seemed satisfied
and cea ed to murmur. The Indians have behaved well in the matter, and in this respect
have proved themselves to be far superior to those unscrupulous persons who have endeavored to dispo ess the Indian of his land, and have knowingly and willfully set at naught
the rights of others.
Meanwhile, pending their departure, the Ron. H. M. Teller interceded in behalf of the
qnatter , and out of this grew the order of the Ron. Secretary of the Interior extending the
time for r moval until the 30th of October, 1 77. I may here state that I hone. tly believe
tha~ very man who ettled in the Park was fully aware that he wa'! on Indian land, anrl
' bile I do not for on mom nt doubt but that the intentions of Mr. Teller were trictly honorable, till I am sure be would never have taken the Bt(lp. be did had he been thoroughly
famili ar \ ith all the ci rcum tancc of the case.
Tho order of the Secretary obviated tho
n~ · . i y for th~ pre nee o~ troop'!, and accordingly Lieutenant Conlin returned with hi:
comm a nd to h1 proper tatlon. The tes were thoroughly dissatisfied with the shape the
matt r ha a. urn d, and have remained so ever since; but still they have in no way mo·
le. ted the . qua.tter .
'lh xt n: ion of the time i ~ t drawino- to a close and whether the order of the ecretary' ill be obeye or disregarded remain; to be see~; for my part, I think the latter will
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be the case, and that many of the squatters will remain in the park until ft>rcibly expelled
therefrom. The Indians hold the opinion that the Government has broken faith with t)lem,
acd there is danger of their taking the matter of the removal of the settlers into their own
hands unless measures are taken by the proper authorities to prevent such a catastrophe.
There is reason to believe that such a termination of the dispute would be quite acceptable
to some of the settlers, who think that by resorting to such a course the Indians would only
involve themselves in trouble with the Government, which would eventuate in their banishment from the State of Colorado. The Utes are
peaceable and as well-disposed toward
the whites as any Indians in the country, and in the event of an~ trouble growing out of
this Uncapahgre Park affair, the white man will have to bear the disgrace of giving rise to it.
Every d~ty it becomes of higher importance that friendly relations should be maintained
with the Utes, for it is in their power to stop, for a time at least, the development of the
great San Juan mining·district, which borders on the reservation.
In conclusion, I have to say that, in my opinion, the treaty stipulations should be carried
out to the Jetter, and I would respectfully recommend, if the land in dispute is so important
to the town of Ouray as it is claimed by some to be, that ne!rotiations be at once commenced
with the Indians for the relinquishment by them of that portion of their reservation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. D. WHEELER,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

as

SoUTHERN UTE AGENCY, RIO Los PINOS, CoLoRADo,
August 27, 1877.
SIR: In obedience to your instructi ns of July 10, received on the 13th instant, I have
the honor to submit the following as the annual report for this agency for 1877.
This is a new agency, the location of which, in accordance with instructions from the
Offire of Indian Affairs of April 27, 1877, was selected June 7, 1877, after a thorough
exploration of the southBrn portion of the Ute reservation, and approved by the Department
June 11, 1877.
.
It is regretted that this report is meager and deficient, on aceount of the very brief period
of time which bas elapsed since the arrival of the agent. It. has been impossible to procure
any satisfactory data as called for in the accompanying blanks, as I have not seen more
than one-fourth of the Indians to be collected at this agency, and being without any presents or supplies whatever, it was an impossibility to get them together.
The Indians to be collected at this agency are the Weemimtclte, Muac!te, and Capote
bands of the Ut tribe, now roaming over the southwestern portion of the Ute reservation
in Colorado and Northern New Mexico, extending as far eRst as Cimarron.
The temporary agency buildings, the erection of which will be begun in a few days, to
be completed in abont four weeks, will consist of a storehouse and several additional rooms
for the use of the agent and employes. This agency is established in compliance with
treaty obligations of April 29, 1874. Two thousand dollars was placed to the credit of the
agent on the 21st instant for the purpose of carrying on the work of erecting the buildings,
but it is thought that all the necessary expenses for the temporary establishment of the
agency will not exceed more than two-thirds of that amount.
The Indians for whom this agency is established may be said to be wild though not bar. barous. They seldom manifest violence to settlers, provided their demands for something to
eat are acceded to; and it may not be out of plat:e here to say that they have been burdensome to the citizens in this respect. They sometimes attempt to frighten those settled on
the ceded district, aRserting that they never sold the land, and that the Government has
fail~d to comply with the treaty. Several attempts to burn the buildings of settlers have
been made, but it is hoped that after the agency is established those annoyances will cease.
There is some dissatisfaction among the Indians with regard to placing the agency on
the Rio Los Pinos, as they claim they were promised their agency on the Rio Navajoe when
they signed the treaty, but it is clearly manifes t that the best location for all interested, and
meeting all the requirements of the letter of instructions, is the place already selected.
Little can be said in relation to the civilization, missionary work and industry of these
bands. They regard any labor whatever with contempt, and their civilization and general
ed ucation must be necessarily tedious, if with any success whatever, unless they can be
taught to labor. There is but a single feature in their character which, if I am correctly
i~formed, is to be admired. They have the reputation of being exceedingly chaste and
virtuous.
Regretting, from the circumstances before referred to, the impossibility of furnisbing a
fuller report,
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. H. WEAVER,
United Slates I ndian Agent.

The CO:\lMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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WIIITE RIVER, COLO., .Aueust 31, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following as my report from the White River Indian
ageney, Colorado, for the year ending August 31, 1877.
The Indians of whicb I have charge are mostly those known under treaty as the Yampa,
Grand River, and Uinta bands of Confederated Utes. They are living at present under
treaty of 18o8. Their home is upon a reservation in Western Colorado. There are three
age cies situated upon the reserve, in charge of different agents. The most northern, and
located upon White River, is the one in my care.
The provisions of the treaty under which they are living provide the Ute Indians with
annuities, and upon these t.hey depend for part of their support. They are in no sense a
gratuity, but a price received in exchange for lands sold to the United States. A portion of
these annuities come to the White River agency.
NUMBEH, ETC.

The number of Indians belonging to this agency, who remain with me quite steadily, and
who seldom visit either of the other Ute agencies, is about 650. In addition to theRe. there
are about 250 who move from one agency to another, who are with me about one-half of the
year, remaining a month or six weeks at a time, and for whom I am obliged to provide when
they are here. La~:>t year I reported the number to a family as averaging 5 or 5!; this year
I would report the average to be ahout 4t. The average is reduced by the marriage of quite
a number of young men who were formerly counted as children of others, and who now
constitute a distinct family by themselves.
Among the Indians there is a slight excess of females. There bas been little or no increase
among them during the year, and in this respect I think the tribe is about stationary.
'l'HE DISPOSITION TOWARD AND THETH RELATIONS WITH WHITE NEIGHBORS.

Notwithstanding some minor complaints that have been made against some of the Indians
I think I may justly say that they are disposed to be friendly with the white settlers in this
neighborhood. During the past year no white person bas been either killed or injured by ·
Indians, to my knowledge; while I h~:~.ve learned of four cases where Indians have been
assaulted and injured by white persons, ar;.d the Indian and his friends have not retaliated
by doing personal violence.
The depredations of firing unoccupied cabins is not proven beyond question against
Indians; and the fires over the country in grass and sage-brush, complained of by some,
are spoken of as a benefit by others, and as likely to be ''set out" by w bite persons as by
Indians. I am satisfied that some of the complaints originate in the desire of certain parties
to create a sentiment unfavorable to the Indian, and precipitate a trouble which may be
made the occasion of depriving the IndianR of some of their rights.
On the other hand, the Indians have already bad reason to be apprehensive that their
country is coveted and threat ened by the whites. A number of parties seeking settlement
and "prosp!lcting" for gold have visited this valley and other parts of the reserve this year.
I have thus far been ~ uccessful in sending them away. 'l'heir number, however, will
increase, I am afraid, another season, and perhaps trouble cannot be prevented in the future
without the presenee of a military force, devoted as much to the interests of the Indians as
to those of the w bites. This appreheusion has led me to recommend the establishment of a
post or outpost in the Bear River Valley, to a<:.t as a restraint to keep the Indians upon their
reserve, and to protect the reserve from the inroads of white settlers and "prospectors."
INDIANS OFF THEIR RESERVE-CAUSES, ETC.

An unusual number of Indians have been off their reservation during the past year, and
have remained away for some time. 'fhere are several reasons for this . The annuities and
supplies furni shed these Indians amount to, at a liberal estimate, not over one-ha f that
r equired for their support. None of their annuity goods (and but part of their supplies) have
reacheu this agency during the ye11r. Goods purchased in August of last year have been
lying in tbe railroad depot, 175 miles away, since November last, a p eriod of over nine
months. Flour pun·hased the first of June is still at Rawlins. No clothing, blanket, tent,
implement, or uten. il of any kind has been issued at this agency for nearly two years; no
flour, excep t once, 15 pounds to a family, since last May. In addition to the usual proportion of their sub istence, which the lndi~:~.n s provide for themselves, they have bad this
great deficiency to make up, in whole or in part, some way. With the exception of a few
famili , the only way in which the Indians here know how to provide for themselves is by
hunting.
By p rPmptory regulation of th Department, the sale of arms and ammunition upon the
re erve ha b eo prohibit d. At the same time the Indians have had only to go off their
re rve to obtain all the arms and ammunition, bot.h "loo. e" and "fixed," which they de ire,
a number of trading-po t. being ace s ible, and no white man refusing to furni h the e
artie! to the Indian-a Yery good evid nc , when there i no feeling in the community
uo-ain tit, bat tb people do not tand in any ~reat fear of the Indian . Many of the settlers
have mad it tb ir principal bu. in s to trade with these Indians during the past year, and
have oft red ev ry inducem ot for them to 1 ave their reserve.
PR
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Indians to follow the pursuits and adopt the customs of civnized life. There is a cattle
herd upon the reservation belonging to the Indians, but still in the hands of the agent.
Every effort bas been made to induce the Indians to receive and care for these cattle, but
they persistently refuse to do so. Contrary to my first expectation, I think they will sooner
make farmers of themselves than herders.
Fourteen different families have commenced in a small way at farming. Unfortunately for
them, and for the esteem in w bich the work will be held in future, the grasshoppers, the extra·
ordinary drought, and July frosts, have cut their crops off entirely. About twelve acres were
prepared and planted by Indians. Oats, corn, potatoes, and garden vegetables were planted
and sown; but the Indians will get nothing for their labor.
·
I think most of the Indians would wear citizens' dress could they afford it; but it is much
more expensive than their own costume, and difficult for them to procure. What little the
Government has heretofore sent them among their annuities does not go a: ouud among them ;
it is soon exhausted, but it is usually worn until consumed.
I have built two very comfortable houses for two prominent Indians, solely by em·
ploye and Indian labor. The Indians with their families have occupied them about eight
months; one in particular keeps his house very clean and neat. I think many of the Indians
desire houses, and that they would live in them could I supply them; but, havmg no appro. priation for the purpose, I am unable to build only as I can get the time of regular employes
after doing other necessary work.
SCHOOL.

A small boarding-school has been kl"pt open dunng eight months of the year under the
direction of one female teacher. Six Indian boys have been in attendance; the full care of
these and provision for their wants devolving upon the teacher. The boys have all learned
to read a little and to write from copy; one who was with the teacher last year has made
considerable progress in reading, writing, and simple arithmetic.
Under this department, and receiving instruction from the teacher, should be numbered
eight families, the women of which have taken care of cows, and have been taught to make
butter, bread, candles, and several of them to cut and make female garments.
In addition to the funds supplied by the Government, friends of the work have contributed
about $225 toward carrying on the educational work. There is no active opposition to the
·
school among the Indians; hut there is a great indifference to it.
STOCK.

The Government has 5 horses and 7 mules npon the reserve that are used in the work of
the agency. The Indians have 3,000borses, 20 mules, 300 goats, 300 sheep, and about 1,250
cattle. The cattle are still in the bands of thfl agent. The increase in c.attle has been about
390 during the .vear. What beef is iss ned to the Indians is furnished by cattle-herd. Only
one herder is allowed by the Department for the care of the cattle, w bich is very inadequate
help, and were it not for the assistance given at different times by the Indians the work
could not be done.
FARM, CROPS, ETC.

The agency employes have cultivated about 14 acres during the season-wl1eat, oats, and
potatoes. For the reasons mentioned above the crops have been almost a total failure. Wheat
was not harvested; oats cut green for hay to save them from grasshoppers. Of potatoes
I do not think we shall get enough for another year. I have cut about 65 tons of bay, going
over about twice as many acres to obtain it as usual.
BUILDINGS, ETC.

The old agency buildings, in poor condition, are still in use. A few repairs have been
made upon tbem. A few rods of fencing have been built; frame for new wareh(,Use erected,
and root-cellar built over new; dam for irrigating purposes built; two frame houses for
Indians built and one repaired. All the above by regular employe labor without additional
expense to the Government.
'fhe small saw-mill of the agency is at pr~sent in poor condition. An appropriation for
moving the mill to a better location than the one occupied at present, and for erecting a new
building over the mill, has been made, and the work will be done, if possible, this fall; the
timbers for the new buildings are already upon tlie ground. About 5i,OOO feet of lumber
have been sawed at this mill during the year.
PREPARATION FOR IRRIGATION.

The irrigating-dam referred to above is to save the water of a small creek, which even in
a f~vorable year will not be sufficient to irrigate mo:r:e than 30 or 40 acres. Before the
Jnd1au:; can be expected to do much toward supplying their own wants from agriculture, a
~ood irr~gating-ditcb mus.t be " taken out" from the river by an experienced engineer.
I'he !nd1aos cannot do th1s for themselves. nor can the employe force of the .agency do it.
But .1f the Government intends to compel the Indians to remain upon this reserve, and to
dep.nve them of a~ms and ammunition, it must provide such a ditch, and additional and expenenced help to Instruct the Indians in the methods of farming by irrigation, peculiar to this
country, or it will render them very destitute.
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HEALTH AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES.

The general health of the Indians is good; they complain of but little sickness; most of
those who are sick die, and from chronic disease. The mortality has been small among
adults, greater among children. Two Indians have been killed by other Indians and one by
accident.
~o physician has been furnished this agency. The tear her has bad charge of the few medicint'S on hand and bas cared for the sick. The medical supplies sent last November for the
year now past are still lying in the railroad depot at Rawlins awaiting transportation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. H. DANFORTH,
United States lnrlicm Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIR~.

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
DAKOTA SuPERINTENDENCY,

Yankton, Dak., August 27, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with your circular letter of August 13, I submit the followina
report:
I was appointed superintendent of Indian affairs, Dakota superintendency, in April last,
and under orders from the Indian Bureau estu.blished my office in Yankton, capital of Dakota Terdtory, during the same month.
My first duty be'ng to visit the agencies already established, and to obtain suitable locatir-ns for Spotted Tail and Red Cloud, to be removed from Nebraska, I commenced at Yankton agency. on the east bank of the Missouri, about 60 miles above Yankton, and ended at
Standing Rock, 84 miles below Bismarck. Both banks of the river between the points named,
a distance of about 600 miles, bad been looked over for ngencies that now contain something
over H, 000 Indians. I found myself called on to provide homes for 1~. 000 Indians on the
west bank alone. I selected Yellow Medicine River, 270 miles above Yankton, for Spotted
Tail, and Moreau River, 4:35 miles above Yankton, for Red Cloud. I was unable to have
Moreau examined.
The locations finally decided on were Old PoncA. ag-ency, on the west bank of the Missonri, 60 miles above Yankton, for Spotted Tail, and Yellow Medicine for Red Cloud. The
lands on Ponca reserve, about 96,000 acres, are among the very best in Dakota for either
agriculture or stock-raising, with enough timber, and, considering the water-fronts and
bottom lands on the Niobrara, Ponca, and Missouri, this reserve is the best on the river.
'l'he location on Yellow. Medicine, being farther west. is subject to more frequent and earlier
drought. The lands are fertile, and should the rain·f~tll ever become sufficient, there is
enough farming land for the whole Dakota nation. It has enough timber and a good
permanent landing.
The oldest estab lished agency is Yankton, Rev. J. G. Gas mann, agent, 80 miles by water,
65 by land, above Yankton, being on the east bank of the MiAsouri. The reserve has boundaries, and contains 400,0(10 acres of good land. All the agencies now below Bismarck
might be consolidated on this without hardship, if the present system of feeding is to be adhered to.
The progress of many of the Indians on this agency is sufficitlntly m'l.rked to set at rest
the question of our ability to settle them in homes, and in the course of time to teach them
religion and civilized habits. (ireater advancP. has been made on this agency than any other,
bnt the Indian have been quiet and fiee from contact with wlld tribes for many years
longer than at the other agencies. Progress bas been individual rather than general; bnt
where so many individuals have shaken off the iule, vicious ways of the wild tribes, and
bA.v rec ived and profited by religious instruction and learned to work in shop aud field,
it is only a question of time and perseverance when all will follow their example. The
bi hop of the dioce e (Epi copal) has his residence on this ag-ency, with a church and
chools forb ys and girl , all of which show succes ful work. The Congregationalists a! o
bav a. church here in ucce ful op ration.
T~e n ~t .a~Yency, ~ow r Brul , ~enr.f Gregory, agent, i on the west bank of the ~{i ·
oun-bmldmgs
m1les above Wh1te R1ver and about 200 miles above Yankton. fhe
Jrl .~t majority of the Indian at this a ency have made little progress beyond becoming
~llll •t. .1 mu ·.t h ~e ask t~e appr ciation of the Department of that apparently mall mo~e
Ill t.h nght d1rect10n.
It.1 r ally a great advance for Indians to quit violence and hab1t
'\111 ·b, from ou~ ll!.nd-pomt, are dangerous and iciou . In civilization progr s i indiVIdual and co.nfi~ed to a. few, but. the di. po ition exists, and enough has been done to en·
<·u~r~' e uo.d JU t1fy fnr b r xert10n. The lands are good, with timber enonO'b; landing
lnft1ng.
go d r aaon an b given why thi agoucy should b kept up unle. more people ar located tber ·on . It bould be broken up, or some other agency consolidated with it.
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The buildings are nearly new. They should not be added to nor any expense incurred beyond present needs until its future is determined.
Crow Creek agency is on the east bank of the Missouri River, 230 miles above Yankton.
It occupies the old Winnebago reservation. The soil is fertile, with enough timber_ but is
too far west to rely on agriculture. The buildings are good and well located. Good order
is preserved at this agency. The number of those who have made some progress is next to
those on Yankton, and sufficient has been effected to encourage us to expeet improvement.
H. F. Livingstone is agent. Brule military post and Lower Brule agency receive mail from
this point.
Cheyenne River agency is on the west bank of the Missouri River, 365 miles above Yankton and 243 miles below Bismarck. The buildings are nearly new. Here there are many
Indians willing and anxious to be settled and to make homes and labor. The great majority
of them have quieted down sufficiently to warrant earnest work for their improvement, and
under favorable circumstances improvement can be made. Bnt the loeat.ion is utterly unfit
for an agency, and nothing can be made of it, save a place to distribute rations. The Indians will always feel unsettled and hope for a change, which will prevent them from making
homes. The scardty of wood and other difficulties of location have scattered them too
much for wholesome control. Some of the best are 26 miles dist:mt from the agency buildings. Existing and proper regulations compel them to be at the agency once a week for
rations. At certain seasons two days are required to reach the agency; two more to return.
It is difficult, under these circumstanees, to see how the poor people, however willing, can
acquire settled habits or learn self-support. I recommend that no improvementR be allowed
or. any exp·ense incurred at this agency beyond immediate needs, and that the Indians be
removed to Moreau River or incorporated with those at some other aQ'ency already established, Lower Brule, for example, it their relations are sufficiently friendly. Nine companies
of infantry last winter were stationed here. There are now four companies, under Col. W.
W. Wood, Eleventh Infantry, United States Army.
Standing Rock agency is on the west bank of the Missouri, about 80 miles below Bismarck and 529 miles above Yankton. Buildings worthless and about to be replaced. The
location and landing are good, with· enough timber, provided troops are not r~quired torem'lin too long in the vicinity. The soil is i3xcellent. This season bas been the best in the
history of the Territory. Unless great and permanent changes of climate take place, agriculture will be a costly experiment. This agency is under Catholic supervision as to spiritual matters. The church and school buildings are utterly unfit for the purpose, but are
well attended, and the clergymen in charge active and devoted. They seem to be gaining
the confidence of a good many Indians. They are teaching their boy scholars to labor in
gardens. If any advance in civilization has been made on this agency, it is not apparent
beyond quieting down. The Indians are not dangerous, and begin to understand what is
required of them; that is about all. The present agent ~s industrious, but has not been
in charge long enough to make an impression. Certainly no advance worth mentioning has
been rriade by his predecessors. Four companies of infantry, commanded by General E. P.
Carlin, United States Army, are stationed here, and will be needed as a precaution for some
time to come. For annual reports, containing statistics of the several agencies, see those
sent direct to the Iudian Office.
· Except the last, all agencies before mentioned are under spiritual control of the Episcopal
Church. The difficulties that the missionaries labor under can neither be described by me
nor appreciated by the pnblic. The clergymen engaged are educating themselves to the
task, and I think successfully. I have seen too little of them to criticise or commend, but
what they have done as a whole bas made a decidedly good impression on me. I hope that
liberal provision will be made for churches and schools. They are absolutely necessary to
any permanent improvement. I recommend that Government contribute liberally, but that
in all schools where Government sup1Jort is received teaching of the English language
should be enforced.
I hoped to be excused from making any report, because of tlie grave questions involved
anJ my short time in office. I will only touch ou salient points that are so evident as to
leave little chance for mistake. I speak from the stand-point that the people and Government of the United States desire to teach our Indian population Christianity, and·finally
settle them, self-sustaining, in homes.
It has been urge~ that the present ration is barely enough for support. I hope it will not.
be increa ed, but the idea cultivated that they must do something for themselves as a beginning. Every Indian family that receives rations from the United :::;tates should. be compelled
to make a garden, and wherever an ag·e nt is so situated that h~ cannot compel obedience,
the situation should be altered and the necessary support ~,J.tforded him. If insects and
drought destroy the gardens, they are no worse off than the whites. If successful, they will
have leamed that they can do something for themselves.
The policy of Government should be to give agents power and support, and to compel
them to use it toward putting a stop to wandering, aud to enforce work for their own supp~rt and comfort. I~ is assumed that agents are men of discretion, and will use their power
w1th great care and JUdl!'ment. Of course this will give agents trouble. That they must
meet tLccording to their ability.
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At present, agents are directed to not furnish rations to Indians whom they pay for work
in rations. If they enforce this order, it is difficult to see where the motive is for an Indian
to labor. Under orders, if be works be is paid in rations. If be don't work, be receives
-rations.
Orders have also been received to stop cutting wood by Indians, to pay them for what
they have already cut, to t.ake possession of and sell it. This, I am advised, is under a decision
which deprives Indians of any ownership in the v.Jood until the land is taken by them in
severalty. If agents do not enforce these orders they lay themselves liable. If they do en·
force them the Indians are deprived of what little motive they have for labor. In the mean
time. aliens of all nations cut wood on Indian land, sell to steamboats, fill contracts for the
.Army and for Indian agencies at high prices. Agents ::;hould, at their respective agencies,
cut all the wood required for their own use and for adjacent military posts, and that may be
required by steamboats in Government service. Cutting wood is one of the very few things
an Indian can do in Dakota at this time. Of course such a policy will breed a storm among
contractors and traders, but the work, discipline, and money are sadly needed by the Indians.
The present system is absurd and expensive. Timber is very scarce in Dakota, and found
unly t•n streams. It is available on the streams near the Missouri, and on that river. It is
being rapidly used, wasted, and washed away. What I recommend will place it entirely
under control of the agents. No white labor should be permitted at any ageney where it is
possible to u~e Indian labor.
Section :~ of the act of March 3, 1875, in relation to "labor by Indians," furnishes the
necessary authority to require work. Agents should be adequately supported in the enforcement of this act. In many cases they will be unable to do so at present; in all, some trouble
may be looked for at first ; but section 3 is essential to any tan~ible good from our efforts to
teach Indians self-support in the Dakota superintendency, and I hope will be adhered to and
pushed prudently, but steadily, until at length we can consistently demand that every agent
shall enforce it in full and to the letter.
One 0f the most serious obstaeles to settled habits is the custom of visiting, which is carried on to an extent difficult to credit by any one in civilized life. It is urged that refusal
to grant visiting-passes will involve inuividual hard~hips. This is true, but individual ij>clinations and whims must not stand in the way of a great work. It is vain to attempt to
teach self-support or the ways of civilization, as long as India.ps can leave an agency whimever discipline becomes irksome, or some vi itor reports " bigger rations " to be had at another agency. All passes should be stopped at once to Indians receiving rations, and no
Indian belonging at one agency should re~eive rations at another. Death iu a family is
worse than no excuse ! A death is the occasion of moving tepees, tearing d .wn houses,
and giving away all the property of the f~:~.mily in which the death occurs, and a general unsettling of all concerned. While visiting is one of our great djfficulties, it is one that can be
. controlled.
Ponies and rifles should be taken away from them, must be taken in order to settle them
down. There is nothing to hunt in Dakota that requires rifles and horses; water-fowl and
birds abound in their season. Permission for the most orderly to have shot-guns would afford
means of adding to the food supply. The ownership of a rifle and pony is an invitation to
wander off, which is Peldom resisted. Many good friends of Indians regard taking away
arms and ponies as a hardship where friendly Indians are exposed to hostiles ; this is
correct. In this superintendency there is no such danger, and as a friend of the Indians I
assure other true friends that arms and horse~ are to them "unqualified mischief." Many
of them understand this, and if the taking away is conducted ju tly and prudently, will
oeca. ion but little trouble. Last year those taken by way of precaution were seized at a
time that rendered their loss inevitable. It i::~ a painful story. A large part died of starvation and cold. Those remaining brought little. What Government received I trust will be
no measure of what we give them in return. They were taken from Indians not ho tile at
the time. The full value should be paid in domestic cattle. It is not their fault that we
lo t mo8t of the property. We cannot afford to be unjust. Ponies should be taken in June,
not later, when grass i. good, and they can be sent to market without loss. The proceeds,
nd more, should be invested in cattle and chickens, the possession of which makes moving
about difficult, and encourages r maining in settled habitation . To reap the full benefit of
taking away hor es and arm , the Indians should be located as near the agencies as po ible, close nough to renuer hor e unneces ary .
Tepee-cloLh should be di continued, and a soon as prop r location can be bad, log or
fr me hou s . hould be sub titul d. Blanket. and paint interfi re with work and white
men' ways. They honld be discouraged, with as little Yiolence a. po sible, but per i tntly. The u of paint, bead , and blanket should be stopped, and strong, coar e clothing . r vid d.
uch blauk ts and cloth as are furni hed hould be of quiet color .
U ually di u iou a to "Row to open the occupations of civilized life to Indian " is
o, "Wha can th y do 7' In this uperintendency the rious addition i requir d,
limit
"\Vb can be one in the c untry allotted to them?" Drou~ht and gra hopper have deatr od om ny rop in akola that 1 have grave doubt a to whether the condition are favortt.ble to teacbin elf- ·upp rt top opl unaccu tomed to provi ion for the future. Dilig nt
inquiry, without prejudice, le ds to the belief that these have prevailed, with but few iut r-
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vals, for many years between the YellowstQne and the present site of Sioux City. Water
is too much below the general level of the country for a system of irrigation. The double
danger of drought and insects, added to the savage dislike of steady application, leads to the
question of a more favorabie location, where the latter difficulty alone. will ha.ve to be overcome.
Though probably unavailing, I wish to add my testimony to that of many others in favor
of removing the Dakotas to the Indian Territory. I have knowledge of that regio n, and
believe it is a far better locality than this in which to teach them self-support and the ways
of civilized life. High winds, drought, and insects discourage white men of fixed habits,
savages still more. The expense of experiment falls on the Government. The Dakotas
are in no way deficient in either mental or physical power. The more I see of them, the
more I am encouraged as t o their futnre. The great majority of our efforts "outside of
church-work" made for their advancement have been failures. Sufficient success bas been
had in individual cases to aJ:mnuantly prove that there is a right way, which earnest and
sincere effort will find. I urge removal to the Indian T erritory as a means of diminishing
the obstacles to be overcome in teaching self-Eupport. If they are to remain in this Territory, I earnestly urge that stock-raising be carefully
considered in preference to farming. No agency-farming should be carried Oil except as a
school for Indian labor, and without expectation of crops. I say this with full knowledge
of the fine yield in Dakota this year-the best ever known.
Good interpreters are essential to successful deaiing with Indians. I have only seen one
in this superintendency fit for the place. Important statements become absurd when made
through an ignorant man, who only understands the simplest and coarsest forms of expression. Many charges of bad fait,h on the part of Government, and broken promises, arise,
no doubt, from faulty interpretation. The pay should be increased so that a better class of
men can be employed-as a business proposition. The Government can afford to pay liberally for teaching the English language. Difficulty in communicating with them adds
very much to the vexatious problems embraced in our Indiun policy.
I find that the indians re!!ard the reception of gifts and favors as acts of merit on their part.
If our policy bas prouuced this much-to-be-regretted state of mind, . it should be promptly
changed. I incline to believe that councils and treaties are largely to blame and that they
should be avoided.
·
·
Above all, whether the Dakotas remain in this Territory or are removed to the Iodian
Territory, the policy should be kept in view of getting them into houses, on land held in
severalty, without power to alienate. Pasture-lands may be held in common. Dealing
with them as tribes or even as banus should be stopped and some plan adhered to which will
cause them to be treated as individuals, subject to the same laws and penalties as whites.
While this will probably apply to all Indians, it is particularly applicable to them, because
Qf their numbers and strongly-marked character.
.
The steady decrease and final extinction of the whole Indian race has been accepted in
this country as a settled fact. I beg leave to raise the question as to the Dakotas. So far,
observation and inquiry lead me to believe the contrary. I offer the subject as one well
worthy of investigation by the Government.
Success in civilizing and teaching religious truths to these people will not be obtained by
brilliant plans or extraordinary means. It is to be looked for in the same sort of common
sense that brings success in ordinary: pursuits. Since I have been among them, the expected
Qbstacles have diminished and I take a hopeful view of what can be done for them and with
them.
I have the honor to recommend the following:
1. That arms and ponies be takfln, and abundant compensation made in chickens and
domestic cattle for them and for those already seized.
2. An active policy leading to the distribution of land in severalty, without power to
alienate.
3. Replace tepees with houses.
4. Carefully and gradually enforce section 3 as to work.
5. Stop furnishing blankets and stop the sale of paint1
6. Actively encourage and push the teaching of English.
7. Lessen the number of agencies by consolidation of those among whom ties of kindred
Qr friendly relations exist, and who are fitted to live in peace.
Respectfully submitted.
.
J. H. HAMMOND,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, DaJwta.
The COM H~SIONJm OF INDIAN AFFAIR .

CnEYENNE RIVER AGENCY, DAKOTA,
August 18, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit this my annual report of affairs at this agency for the
year ending August :31, 1 77.
Many events have transpired during the past year which may not be recapitulated here, as
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they are already known, not only to the Department, but to the general public as well, and
many statements have been made which affected the Indian service, and in many cases individuai officers of the bureau, but were allowed to pass unnoticed and go to the public for
what they were worth. Many cases of real or imaginary wrongs have been reported and
publi bed; in fact, everything was done that human ingenuity could devise to add to the
turmoil already existing in the Indian country, all of which proves this past year to have
been one of the most eventful, for the Indians and those having charge of them, that has·
.
been experienced for a long time.
Since the beginning of the Indian troubles, over a year ago, it may not be generally
known, but it is a fact nevertheless, that the position of Indian agent bas been anythin~;
but an enviable ont>, at least I have found it so ; and w bile there are many reasons for it which
I will forbear to mention, I will simply say that my experience shows me that to in sure satisfactory results in the management of the Indians, ·to either the advocates of pt>ace or those
opposed to it, the entire control of affairs should either be transferred · to the War Department or given to the civil officers. A mixed admini stration will never be productive of good.
and will certainly fail in giving satisfaction to those interested.
The fight between tbe hostile Indians and the troops, over a year ago, in w hicb General
Custer and his entire command were annihilated, is, l might say, the epoch from which t(}
date sueh excitement and disaffection as have prevailed at this agency. Until t.be news of
that battle reached us, I cannot say that there was the leas t sign of dissatisfaction or hostility apparent among these Indians, but after learning the particulars of the engagement, depieted in glowing colors, and exaggerated by each successive narrator, it is not at all surprising that people so credulous as the Indians should feel in doubt as to their final disposition,
and troubled as to the action of the Government in the matter.
A report gained cuculation that all rnti9ns were to be discontinued, and the Indians at theseveral agencies to be thoroughly "whipped" by the· troops. It can readily be imagined
what the effect of such a report was on the Indians. A steady decrease in the number, it
might be called a stampede, was the result, until when I assumed charge of the agency, in
August, 1876, I bad a little over 3,000souls, while my predecessor averaged 5,000. It was
not in my power to prevent or check this exodus, although I assured the Indians that those
who remained at the agency and were friendly to · the Government would be protected and
assisted; the contagion of fear and donbt had seized them and caused their hasty departure
to the camp of the hostiles.
Iri September, 1876, the commanding officer of this post detailed an officer to take charge
of affairs at this agency, whose first duty was to take a census. He found 2, 935 Indians,
with some more to be added, which would probably have made a total of 3,000. A few
weeks afterward this officer went on leave and another took charge, who immediately took a
new census andf ound 2,545 1ndians, a considerable reduction from the first number. Again,
this se~ond officer was relieved aud a third detailed, who found exactly 1,763 Indians, mak·
ing a loss in three months of nearly J ,300 persons. In December about 300 came in, which
increased the number to a little over 2,000, and since then no further increase bas to be
reported.
These particulars are given in explanation of a statement that has frequently been made,
viz, that the Indians never received as larg-e an issue of annuities from the civil agents as
from the Army officers temporarily in charge the past year. So far as the reflection appertains to this agency, I think the foregoing figures a1 e sufficiently plain to speak for themselves. My predecessor estimated for annuities fur at least 5,000 lndians, who would very
probably have been hen~ to receive them but for the existing troubles in the country ; it is
therefore very evident that when 2,000 persons received goods deemed by the Department
to be sufficient for 5,000, they got more than their proper share, and a larger issue to the
family than they ever got before. There is consequently nothing mysterious in the satisfaction felt and expressed on the occasion of the issue, and I only hope that the next i sue
of goods may evoke a imilar state of feeling.
In the mouth of October last Brigadier-General Terry, with from 1,000 to 1,500 troops,
visi~ed this agency and ca~1sed the eizure of all guns, pistols, and horses belonging to these
lnd1a~s. ~t first t~e Ind1an were inclined to reBist any such inva ion of their rights, but
supp11es bem~ demed them, they preferred the loss of property to starvation, and surrendered to supenor f rce. Assurances of compen ation for the loss sustained were made by
G~neral.Terry, but a.s ye~ nothing has been done except the purchase of 450 cow , which
w1ll be 1 ued on the1r arnval. When we con ider that from 2,000 to 2,200 horses and mules
w retaken from the Indian., it eems a if 450 cows, co tiug about $20 each, or ~·I:J,OOO altogeth er,. would f~ll hort of ufficient comp n:-ation, as it only allows about $4 per b .ad for
the aDJmal e!zed. A tatement r ceived from General Terry gives the amount realized.
from the a! ot all hor. es taken from the Indians as 19 ,4 12.96, and the ex pen e of bringing
them to mar.k t a . ·;,,~ :~.96, leaving ·· J:j,7~9 to be divided among the Indian of tbi and
otbtor agenc1 "h1ch 1 r~tbe~ an 1n iguificant sum, if intended as full compensation fo;
2,0 ~ bor r- .an~ ~·ule . The 1t m of. '5,6 :3.96, expenses of bringing to marl{et, eem exc 1ve, and 1 d1fficult to under tand m the ab. enco of an itemized account. From what I
can I arn r lativ tu the hor
tak n to Yankton from this agency, of which there were
two lot , or ubout I ,000 head ultogetber, ·LOU would cover the entire expenses incurred.
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However, there may have been expensP.s at Saint Paul of which we know nothing, and
which may have amounted to considerable.
It is respectfully remarked that this act of seizure of property, which may have been considered a military necessity, :;eems to have been a violation of the latter part of article 8 of
the late Sioux treaty, which provides that "they [the Indians] shall be subject to the laws
of the United States, and each individual shail be protected in his rights of property, person,
and !if···"
I think it is unnecessary for me to say that the progress made by those Indians during the
past year in education and civilization bas not been of such an encouraging character as I
would naturally wish to report., but it will be admitted that there was good cause to prevent
a cqmmunity even less uncivilized than Indians from devoting- their time and attent.ion to
the attainment of qualifications partly foreign to their nature. There is certainly no fault to
find with the Indians who remained here. As to their in~lination to accept and profit by
such teachings as have been volunteered, they seem to have appreciated the fact that the
results of such labor will materially benefit their children, if not themselves ; and although
intense excitement prevailed, which is mom contagious among Indians than many other
classes, and which created a feeling of anticipated trouble, still, I am happy to say, no evil
effects are apparent.
A sudd <n and serious check to school operations was occasioned last September by the coldblooded assassination of the Rev. R. A. B. Ffennell by a renegade Indian. This melancholy occurrence·caused the tempo1:ary discontinuance .of the schools presided over by the
Protestant Episcopal Church, as the scholars fled to their homes, and the teachers. were considered to be anything but safe, living some distanee from the agency. School was, bowever, resumed earl.Y in spring by the Rev. Henry Swift, whose efforts deserve the highest
commendation. His labors are somewhat retarded by the present dilapidated condition of
the mission-house, which is not habitable; but an addition is being built and the main building repaired, so that in a short time I trust his school will be as extensive as it was a year
ago. It gives me pleasure to state that the indefatigable zeal displayed by Mr. Swift shows
him to be an earnest worker in the cause of Christianity, and entitles him to the gratitude of
the church to which he belongs, the Government, and the Indians for whose advancement
and conversion be is here.
The American Board of Foreign Missions, through their able representative, · Rev. T. J...
Riggs, have shown perseverance worthy of the cause they are engaged in. In the face of
strong opposition, and though his sehools were, I might say, deserted, Mr. Riggs persisted
in his praiseworthy efforts, and I am very happy to say that he has been, in every sense of
the word, successful. His schools have been in operation until the commencement of summer vacation.
On the 4th of September last this agency suffered a loss from which it has not fully recovered yet. All buildings except three dwelling-houses were swept away by a flood; a
large amount of property was lost; and for a time it looked as if not a vestige of the agency
would be left. A steamboat lay at the landing, on which tlte employesanu myself took
refuge, or I am afraid some lives might have also been lost.. Since then a new site has been
selected on which the agency now stands. New buildings have been erected, which are
strong and durable, and after a time I expect the agency will be in such a condition that I
can report it entirely C'Ompleted.
Dwellings for the carpenter and blacksmith are needed, and I presume authority for their
erection will be given at an early day, particularly as the ht.te Sioux tn~aty stipulates that
they must. be married and living on the reservation with their families. A stockade around
the agency buildings is also very 11ecessary, and must be attended to as soon as other and
more important work has been aecomplished.
The force of employes allowed at au agency like this is altogether too small; it must be
remembered that a large amount of work has to be performed in addition to ·the erection of
buildings, and thr simple fact of having a few warehouses and dwellings should not by any
means lead t0 the conclusion that employes are unnecessary. As situated at pres('lnt, the
~aily labor· to be performed, aside from that involved by the· issue of rations to beads of
families, is more than can be accomplished by the small number of men allowed. Some
discl'imination should be exercised in the matter of employes between agencies long established and perrnanently loeated and those only partly built, as agents having charge of the
latter find the greatest difficulty in having the wnrk performed satisfactorily.
The Indians have erected a number of houses iu the vicinity of this agency, but it is
needless to say they cannot live in them without stoves, stove-pipe, and a few articles of
furniture. They do not excel white men in works of industry and art, and cannot certainly
. be expected to manufacture their own furniture. Articles of this sort, which are unnecessary in a lodge or tepee, becorpe an absolute necessity in a house, and until a promise o'f
such assistance can be made to the Indians, the progress in this direction will most assuredly
be slow.
The farming operations of the Indians this y ear would lead to the belief that failure is not
to be their portion always. I presume this is attributable to the absence of grasshoppers, or
rather their forbearance, as they flew over this place in a westerly direction and back toward
the east without doing any damage, and the unusual fall of rain at ti roes when it was most
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needed. Seed corn, potatoes,· and some small seeds were issued in the spring and planted,
and I am very glad to say t.h at everything indicates an abundant yield. The successive
failures of so many years past deterred me from estimating for or issuing large quantities of
seed, as I considered it would have been throwing it away; however, now, when too late, I
am sorry I did not risk more, for as it has turned out it would have encouraged the Indians
. to greater efforts in the future, and shown them that industry and perseverance gPnerally
reap their own reward. Over 100 acres in one camp have been tilled and planted, but as
yet the harvest bas not been made, so I cannot speak positively as to the exact yield. Altogether, I should judge from 200 to 250 acres are now nuder cultivation with every prospect
of success. It is particularly gratifying to me to have to report such a state of affairs, parcularly as the progress in other respeets has not been encourag-ing, and of course the facts
are no Jess gratifying to the Indians, who derive so m11ch benefit from their labors.
Weekly issues of rations to heads of families are not in as great favor as when first inaugurated. Many of the Indians live 15, 20, and 30 miles from the agency, where they can
procure wood and grass, and weekly journeys for rations consume such a large portion of
their time that the complaints made are getting monotonous. If possible, some discretionary power should be given to the agent, so that parties compelled to live at a distance might
be treated with such leniency as they deserve.
One good feature in the plan is that it enables me to more easily carry out your instructions of breaking up tribal relations and dealing directly with individuals instead of the socalled chiefs. So far as I can consistently do so, I ignore chiefs in the transaction of business, unless in matters relating to their own immediate family, and look upon all Indians
alike; and I find that a great deal of time is saved by such course, and a great many useless, nonsensical, and unimportant councils avoided.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. F. CRAVENS,
United States Indian Agent.
The CoMMISSIONF.R OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CROW CREEK AGENCY, DAKOTA, August 20, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with instructions, I have the honor to submit this my seventh annual
report as agent for the Lower Yanktonais Sioux .
The census-roll of this agency, as corrected on the 1st day of July, 1877, shows the following: Men, 308; women, 398; boys, 262; girls, 255. Total, 1,223.
During the past year the general behavior of the Indians bas been all that could have been
desired. They have performed an unusual amount of work for themselves and the agency
during the past twelve months. The work performed has consisted of the following items:
In erecting cabins for themselves, cultivating land, cutting wood, hauling freip:ht, making
hay, herdinp; stock, &c. Many of the Indians at this agency are now engaged in raising
stock, and show much interest and skill in the care of the same. It is now four years since
I commenced impressing upon the minds of these people the importance of turning their
attention to the raising of cattle as a means of self-support and advancement in the art of
civilization, and although they commenced on a small scale, the results have been such as to
convince me that these Indians are capable of becoming successful stock-growers, and that
at no very distant day. Indians are herders by nature, and with little experience become
very skillful. These Indians have now over one hundred head of very fine cattle owned by
individuals
One huudred and fifty acres of land have been cultivated by Indians. In addition to thi ,
an agency-farm of 150 acres has been cultivated, much of the work having been performed
by Indian. . The season bas been favorable and the crops unusually good, the principal
crops l'>eiug corn, oats, and potatoes.
inca my last report two n w chapels have been erected by the Protestant Eviscopal
Church, one located at the agency and the other at the lower camp, seven miles below;
both are ubstantial and attnt.etive structure . Religious services have been regularly conducted through the year, both in English and Dakota, and have been well attended both by
whit t! and Ind ians.
.
. The school., one boarding and two day, have been taught, with an average attendance of
. 1xty-two cholar .
!though our chool are not all that we could de ire, yet they have
1m proved very much during the past year, both a<; regards attendance and the interest hown
by bildr n and par nt
. ~ b~li~ve it to b. of the utmo t importance that Congre s at once xtend over Indians the
JUn eli t10~ of,Un1t d • ta' . cou~t . Indian hould be given to understand that they cannot comm1t cnme and g unpum bed, and on the other hand, that they will be ffectually
prot CIE-d by tb 'ov r ment in lif, lib rty, and property.
Y ry r spectfully, your ob di nt . rvant,
HENRY F. LIVING TO ,
United • tales Indian Agent.
The ' M:\JI 1 • ER F I. 1 • A F IR .

451

INDIAN AFFAIRS.
DEVIL'S LAKE INDlAN AGENCY, DAKOTA,

August 23, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with the requirements of the Indian Department, I have the honor
to submit this my second annual report relative to the condition and progress of the Indians
under my charge for the year ending August 31, 1877.
LOCATION, TRIBES, NUMBERS, ETC.

Devil's Lake agency is located in Northern Dakota, the reservation extending along the
southern shore of Devil's Lake, wjth the Cheyrnne River forming the southern boundary.
Jamestown, on the line of the Northern Pacific Railroad, is the nearest shipping-point, and is
distant 82 miles (in an almost direct line south) from the agency.
The Indians located upon this reservation, are portions of the Sisseton, Wahpeton, and
Cut-Head bands of Sioux, nnmbrring, males, 515; females, 590; total, 1,105, all of whom
come undP.r the civilizing influences of the agency; and although their advancement is not
all that we would wish, still thme has been a steady and wholesome improvement, and a very
perceptible change for the better, in their manners, babits, and customs during the year.
EMPLOYES, ETC.

The prescribed limit for employes at this agenry and the smaJl salaries allowed make it
difficult to retain in the service the proper kind of persons. Employes of an Indian agency,
apart from being skilled in the diflerent branches of labor that they are called upon to perform, should be men of the best morals, and should have tact to control and instruct the Indians, for Ind'ians are close observers and will readily imitate, and the example set by a moral,
patient, and efficient corps of rmployes exerts a wholesome influence among them, and such
men should receive compensation corresponding with these necessary qualificatious.
The reduction in the p·ay of interpreters is undoubtedly an injury to the service, as there is
no other employe whose good or bad influence is so perceptible, and above all other employes a thoroughly reliable interpreter is requisite, for through him all public businPss with
the lndians is transacted, agency matters of every kind explained, their petty quarrels and
jealousies settled, and it is most important in all cases that the agent's exact meaning be correctly conveyed to the Indians. It, therefore, requires a person of intelligence; and at an
agency where the Indians are engaged in agricultural and other civilized pursuits, the services of an interpreter are almost constantly brought into requisition, and with interpreters
being obliged to subsist themselves it is utterly impossible to procure the services of a competent person for the salary allowed, '' $300 per annum.'' There are men to be found in all
Indian countries who will serve regardless of the salary allowed ; but, as a rule, such men
aro of that class whose example is detrimental to civilization, and whose influence is often
exercised in the wrong direction.
EDUCATIONAL AND SANITARY.

The industrial boarding-school, under the charge of four sisters of charity, (Gray Nuns
of Montreal,) bas been in successful operation during the year, with an average attendance
of 45 scholars, all that our present building can accommodate. The progress made by the
pupils in the different branches is very satisfactory. Tl1e girls, apart from their Sioux and
English studies, are instructed in knitting, sewing, cutting- and making clothing, garments,
&c.; they are ~lso trained in general hl'>usework. The boys are apt, and leam readily.
Many of the children show a willingness to receive instructions and acquire a knowledge of
the white man's ways that is very commendable; and where the children have attended
school regularly, their progress in tbe common branches bas been highly gratifying. They
excel jn writing, learning to form letters with elegance and ease, but they are dull in mathematics, which study SPems more difficult than any other for them to comprehend; and with
this exception their advancement will compare favorably with foil-blooded white children of
any neighborhood. When the children can be kept at school constantly, (as was the case
here last year,) and the parents be permitted to visit them only at intervals, it is beneficial
to both parents and children; they should be kept separated as much as posRi ble, at least
until the child can learn to understand and appreciate the difference between a life of civilization and plenty and one of wretchedness 1,1.nd poverty. They begin to understand this
difference from the fact that a vacation was given during the month of July, when 10 of the
scboiars remained at the school rather than go home. They mace a sh01 t call at their homes,
visited a few relatives, and returned to the school. Everything connected with this school
is so regular and orderly, and the sisters, who are devoted to their charge, are so gentle
and kind, that the pupils are. greatly attached to them. They are beloved by the children
and esteemed by the Indians, wbo treat them with marked respect. These good sisters are
doing a noble work among the e people, and will succeed in impressing upon the minds of
many a tru k11owledge of civilized life.
The school is conducted with a cost to the Government of but $1,250 per annum, which
amount includes medical treatment and care of the sick, one of the sisters being the agency
p~ysicia~. The subsistence and clothing of the pupils is exclusive of the above, which supphes are 1ssued from the agency stores, and will approximate about $~,250 annually.
/
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There is a wonderful change among these Indians in regard to education; they begin
now to understand the advantage it affords, and are being slowly convinced that theil' future
prosperity depends in a great measure upou the education of th eir children, aud man.y are
now willing to have their children attend school who two years ago strongly opposed 1t. I
would therefore again (as in my last year's repnrt) respectfully urge the importance of an
addition to our present school-building, where more children cau be admiLted. True charity
(as well as justice to the Indians) <iemands that we endeavor to make of the r.ising generation peaceable citizens; and in order to do so we must teach them to adopt civ1lized occupations, and the surest method is iu educating the children, and this can only be clone through
a boaTding-school, as a day-school is inadequate to attain this desi:ed end.
.
The sanitary condition of the Indians has been good; no epide mic disease has preva1led;
n evertheless, 51 deaths have occurred during the year, against 71 births. The mortality is
greatest among children from their infancy until they are :~ or 4 years of age. This is·caused
principallj from exposure, and want of proper care when sick. Scrofula and pulmonary
affections are the prevailing diseasP.s among the grown people. Hemorrhage of the lung:s IS
quite frequent and generally proves fatal, owing to their strong faith in their own medicme,
.only coming for medical assistance when their own remedies have failed, and after the
patient has become much weakened . They do not get the nursing and care that is necessary, and medicines are seldom administered as prescribed by the physician. ·
The superstitions of the Indians make it a difficu lt matter to treat the sick at their h?Ifes
with any degree of success; and it is a matter of great importance, and one requmng
patience, determination, and tact, to i mprove the habits and ·c ustoms practiced for g eneiations; and it is not from the old or full-grown that we can hope for any permapent change.
While they may become tractable and obedient, as they do , still they will adhere tQ their old
superstitious practices. This applies more particularly in regard to the sick, they sP.tting
aside the white man's remedies for their old incantations, singing, &c. It is therefore only
through the rising generation that Vl'e can hope for · any permanent improvement, and ?ur
efforts should be in that direction. I would therefore respectfully recommend the buildmg
of an addition to the boarding-school at the earliest practicable day, when more children can
be admitted for instruction, and '~here a part of this addition can be us(:ld as tL hospital - w~rd,
where all sick of the reservation can be brought and cared for . Proper remedies and nour.Ishment could then be administered, much suffering and misery alleviated, and many hves
thereby prolonged that would otherwise fiud premature graves.
M£ SIONARY WORK.

This agency is assigned to the care of the Roman Catholic Church; the mission is under
the charge of the Rev. L. Bonin, who has services every week-day throughout the year, at
6 o'clock in the morning. This service is held in the chapel at the school, which is seven
miles distant from the agency , and is more central, and contiguous to the Indian settlements. Service is held at the same place every Sunday morning at 9 o'clock, and at the
agency at 1Ot, and the evening service of the Catholic Church, together with instructions
in Sioux, is at the school-house at 4 o'clock p.m., every Sunday. Wednesday afternoons.
are set apart for instructions and catechism.
The Sisseton Sioux have always been noted for their willful stubborness, and while they
have but seldom waged war against the whites, still they have always most stubbornly opposed every effort made toward their christianization; but the Rev. Father here is devoted to
hi work, and I can cheerfully say that there is a no more sincere and zealous missionary
to be found anywhere among the Indians. He has, by pursuing a strict line of just1ce and
perseveting by example and advice, succeeded in bringing a great change among the Indians, affecting all, but more noticeable with some, who now frequently 11sk explanations of
many things pertaining to religion, heretofore unnoticed by them .
. Tbere.is albo a different feelin~ mani!ested in their attention during divine service. This
mterest IS slowly but gradually mcreasmg, and the numbers in regular attendance are also
increa ing, while very few o~ject to their children being instructed {n the white man's religion. Twenty· six males and 16 females have been baptized during the year, and I feel satisfied that the mis ionary work so well begun promises better in tbe near future. It of course
requires patience and firmne to instruct these people, but by a re trospective view of the
pa t year the improvem ent is so visible that I am fully convinced our labors are not in vain,
and that th e Indian. race can yet with judicious training and prop er management, under the
pr ent humane pohcy of our Government, become u seful citizens of the different State in
which they re ide.
RIC LTURAL ADVANCEME ' T.

Th fea ibili ty of the Indian (at I a t of this reservation) becoming self-supporting at
no ver1 di ta nt day will b. een by tb following:
Dunng they ar th e Io d1an have cnt, hauled, and built into good substantial st11.ked and
rid r d fi n c :~~ . 3 1 0 rai ls, making 1,650 rods new fence cons tructed; they have cut 532
cord of wood for the po t trad r, and J ,200 cords for the agency school and aw-mill.
T~ i j s xcl u ive of tb ~ood u ed by th em elve for fuel. They cut' and ha~led to the sawmlll 113 oak log makmg 3 ,5 0 fi et of lumber; they have plowed, with the assistance
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of the agency employes, a1l the old ..land upon the reservation that had ever been cultivated
befure, about 50 acres of wbich had lain idle last year for want of seed ; they also broke 75
acres of new .land and planted it all with the exception of the last 30 acres broken; they
ha>e built 57 log-houses, and 40 log-stables, during the year.
The early part of this season was not favorable for corn, beans, &c., the spring being
late and cold, and the early part of the summer very wet; there was' a heavy frost on the
8th of June that killed all early plants, pumpkins. squash, beans, &c. The corn was also
badly damaged, and portions of it entirely killed, the weather following being rainy and
cold. Most of that damaged recovered, but the cold weather continued until the middle of
July, which makes harvesting mu0h later than usual. Fortunately the weather has been
exceedingly hot for the past four wePks, and bas been so favorable that all crops not killed
outright by the June frost promise a large yield, and if we are not visited by an early
· frost within the next two weeks our harvest will be bountiful. W fl estimate our crops,
none being gathered, as follows: Corn, 6,000 busbel6; potatoes, J O.GOO bushels; beans,
250 bushels ; pease, 50 bushels; oats, 1, 000 bushels ; beets, 400 bushels; turnips, 3, 000
bushels; carrots, 200 bushels; parsnips, 50 bushels; pumpkins, 800; squash, 1,000; and
650 beads of cabbage; and 850 tons hay. This I consider a fair showing for the year,.
from a people who, only a few years ago, were homeless wanderers of the plains.
The ~attle and pigs contracted for iast May have been received and issued to the Indians ;
16 yoke of oxen, 50 cows, with 14 calves, 2 bulls, and 187 pigs. · These Indians now own
60 yoke of working-cattle, with wagons for the same. These were the first cows and pigs
that they ever received, and as an Indian requires something to stimulate. him to labor, these
cattle have been ·an incentive to many who have attended closely to their work during the year,
knowing that only the most deserving and industrious would receive the stock. The Indian
in his aboriginal state bas few eares for the morrow, indifferent as to the future, and very
improvident; but when onee he feels himself burdened with cares and responsibilities, he
occupies his time entirely differently; attends closer to his work and becomes more prosper()US.
I would, therefore, recommend the issuing of cows, pigs, and other stock, adapted to
the different localities, to Indians who prove themselves w ortby of the trial. They neeQ. but
little training in caring for stock, as they take readily to that occupation, and such domestic
cares have a powerful civilizing influence.
HECOMMENDATION.

This reservation is but partially surveyed, the township-lines being located, with two townships subdivided into quarter sections; and as it is a source of much annoyance to the agent,
and one of much trouble and ill feeling among the Indians, caused by trespassing upon
each other's claims, and each claiming the same right until the lines are properly located, I
would therefore recommend the completion of the survey as early as practicable next spring,
and that at least three townships (where the principal settlements are) be subdivided into
40-acre tracts, so that each family can thereby have a piece of timbered land, and that the
improvements made by individuals can then be held by themselves; and that a certificate of
allotment be issued to Indianl' who locate upon individual claims, and that the fifth article of
the treaty with these Indians be modified so as to grant to the head of any family or single
person over the age of 2J years, who shall occupy aud improve his claim, a patent for the
same as soon as he has 25 acres under cultivation.
Indians are a people who have but few quarrels among themselves, being much more orderly and peaceable than the same number of w bites. Where could 1,100 w bite men be
found who would live together without any restraint of civil law, as these Indians do~ While
this trait iu the Indian nature and disposition is commendable, still they should not be left
to be governed without some uniform system to apply at all agencies. There being no law
to protect the property of an Indian, or his individual rights from other Indians, nothing by
which crime can be punished, the agent is therefore powerless excepting what he can accomplish by moral suasion, as it is not always a wise policy to inflict corporal punishment upon
them. It is the duty of Congress to take early ac.tion in this important matter, as it is necessary that some uniform laws for the government of Indians adapted to the present needs be
enacted. It would greatly assist agents in their arduous duties and facilitate the good work
going on, and gradually prepare the Indian for citizenship.
CONCLUSION.

In my last annual report !.treated at some length upon the evil wroU:ght among the Indians by their traffic in ponies. This was before I was aware of the intention of the Government to dismount the lndians. I was much pleased when I learned, in the month of October last, that such was then to be done at some of the agencies. I would further suggest
that all frontier Indians be dismounted and disarmed, except those who the agents from their
personal knowledge could recommend to be allowed to retain one or more ponies; but in
taking this property an inventory of the same should be taken, and when sold the proceeds
be expended for the benefit of the individuals.
Th.e Exe~uti!e order prohibiting the sale of arms and ammunition to the Indians is a step in
the nght d1rectwn, and one that should be strictly enforced throughout the Indian country;
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but with the enforcement of this order useful tools and agricultural implements should take
the place of powder and lead, and the Indians instructed how to use them. If only a small
portion of the time wasted in the precarious hunt was turned to a stable means of livelihood,
it would return tenfold to the Indian, and be a means of more rapid progress in the civiliza.
tion of the different tribes. The exCitement of the chase tends .to foster their wild and
untamed natures; but without means of continuing in this they can be brought upon a reservation . Then constrain them to live within its confines; compel all children of proper ages
to attend school ; issue nothing to able- bodied Indians except in payment for labor performed or produce delivered; and make them amenable to th e laws. With this system, I
believe the Indian problem would soon be solved, and the Indian become a useful citizen, a
man among men, differing from others only by being an American citizen of native origin.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES McLAUGHLIN,
United States Indian Af!ent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

FLASDREAU SPECIAL AGENCY,
Greenwood, Dak., Au..!f·l~st 22, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit this my fourth annual report of [<'Jandreau agency:
It is now eight years since a few families of the Santee Sioux left their agency, and,
coming to Flandreau, took homedteads on vacant Government land, which the Sioux treaty
of 1868 gave them leave to do. For four years they had no Government supervision. Then
for a few months the Sisseton agent was instructed to look after them, and· n9w for over
three years, in connedion with my work there as missionary of the Presbyterian Church, I
have been commissioned by the Government as special agent to them. To this latter work
I devote the smaller portion of my time, receiving a correspondingly-small remuneration.
It might appear that it would be better to have an agent devote his whole time to them, and
doubtless some things would be better done; but, on the other hand, it might, and I think
would, only put further off their civilized independence, for which we are anxiously striving. It is rather my hope that an agent will not be needed for these Indians more than one
or two years longer, after which the teacher might report to some other agent, who could also
do any other necessary business.
The e Indians are now citizens, protected by the }aws of the country the same as their
white neighbors, and for thiH protection they willingly pay taxes, so that the agent has little
magisterial work to do. The Indians all dress llke citizens, and can chop, plow, mow,
drive oxen, or do any other common work on a farm, and some of them can run a reaper or
thrashing-machine. Instead of Government paying a farmer to show them how to plow or
to raise wheat for them to eat; instead of furnishing a blacksmith to mend their wagons,
or a tinner to make coffee-pots for them to drink Government coffee out of; instead of laying down before them flour and pork, and coffee and tea, and sugar and rice, and beans, and
telling them to eat and be filled with that for which their brows have not sweat, it is much
better to say to them, "Arise, and take care of yourselves like men."
We have used every effort to prepare thes~ Indians for this step. Those things which
they can supply themselve with have been gradually cut off, &nd such things purchased as
would enable them to earn something more. No clothing has been furnished them by Government the past year. Comparatively little food has been furnished them; the total
amount being 24 sacks (98 pounds) of flour and 3,000 pounds of bacon. We hope not to
be compelled to a k any food for them this year.
orne farming implements anEl tock will
be need d for severa.l years to come; but ultimately, and we hope it will not be very many
years, the care of the General Government over these Indians may be confined to their
EDUCATION.
The change which the Indians have underg-one in the last twenty years from wild heathen
en tom to civiliz .d hristian life i so sudden and great that there is much danger of reaction and relap e. To guard again. t this and enable them to fill their new position, it i nece ary that their mind be thoroughly drilled and greatly enlarged. Without this we know
they will not ucceed . We hav~ th refore done all we could for the day-school under our
cbarg . It ba b n in P.S ion l G days, and averaged 15 during that time. One month
it av raged 35; but during the pring month the tormy weather and swollen streams kept
m~ t of the schola; away, o the attendance was very small. There are many of the
chtldren b re who hve o f11.r away they cannot attend at all. I think all i not b ing done
that bould b for the education of tbt people. In order that more of the children may be
brough t ogetb rand that th y may be taught Engli. h, I think a boarding-school should be
at a arly an opportuniLy as the means can be secur d. Another xcellent
e tabli. b
pi u f~r el v11ting them woulcl be to end off a few of the be t scholars tJ complete their
ducattou at theE ·t: and I recommend both these plans for your consideration.
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THE CROPS.
For several years these Indians have lost nearly all their crops by grasshoppers. One
year ago at the annual conference of the Dakota Indian churches, it was resolved that
special prayer should be made for the stay of this plague. Many of the American churches
united with them in this resolution, and the governor of Dakota, being made acquainted
with the fact, ·was pleased to appoint a special day of prayer for this object. The day was
observed with great earnestness by this people. And now it is with profound gratitude I
record the fact that the prayers of this people have been heard. The grasshoppers, though
often- seen hovering around, have been stayed by Supreme Power, and a most bountiful
harvest rewards all those who have had faith to labor.
As near as we can estimate, this people will have 4,000 bushels of wheat, :1,300 bushels
of potatoes, 2,000 bushels of corn, besides smaller vegetables.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN P. WILLIAMSON,
United States Special Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

FoRT BERTHOLD, DAKOTA, August 23, 1877.
SIR: In accordance with your request, I have the honor to forward you herewith my first
annual report, covering the seven months of my administration.
The three tribes, Aricl£aree, Gros Ventrf, and Mandan Indians, belonging to this a~rency,
have generally been very peaceably inclined, and have had the i·eputation for years of being
friendly to the whites, and receiving with a considerable degree of contentment the supplies
the Government annnally sends to them, and which the agent weekly issues; further than
that only a. slow progress has been made for these three tribes, numbering about 1,390 persons, since th ey came under the care of the Government.
The condition and habits of these Indians differ but little from that of other tribes. They
are still in their savage state; have but little regard for schools or religious teaching; in
some instances bury their dead on seaffolds, the body wrapped in a blanket, with hoe, pipe,
or hatchet placed near for use in the spirit-land, and they have to a considerable extent the
same religious ceremonies, medicine-dances, feasts, and fasts that they have had for centuries; but the confidence in their medicine-men is slowly disappearing, and occasionally on·e
more intelligent and observing than the others rises above any pleasure or faith in the
superstHions of his fathers and seeks the instruction to be found at t.he meetings of the missionary.
CIVILIZATION: IS IT PO~SIBLE?
This is a question that is being asked throughout the country with considerable doubt as.
to a favorable answer. I came here with the advice of friends with a full determination to
advance these Indians to a much higher plane of civilization than they bad hitherto occupied,
or fully satisfy myself that it could not be done. Having bad many and severe obstacles
to overcome for the last ten years in missionary work in Minnesota, I expected none the less
in my efforts for civilizing these Indians. No great good is ever accomplished without great
sacrifice, and toil long continued and patient. Probably nowhere is this principle more completely verified than among the Indians. Obstacles grave and almost ~nsurmountable have
been discovered here, but by far the major part of them are due not to the Indians themselves but the system of govern.ment they have experienced, and the wretched teaching and
more wretched f"Xample they have received at the hands of the miserable whites with whom
they constantly come in contact. Some efficient and practicable means should be used by
Government to prevent the demoralizing influence of these men, of all classes of society,
from the vilest tramps, who secrete themselves in the Indian village for lust, to those of
outward respectability who have no higher motive than ''making money."
But with these obstacles we find maoy encouragements. The willingness of these Indians,
both men and women, boys and girls, to work far exceeded my expectations, whenever the same
inducement was held out to them that was held out to white men. Here, then, was hope,
and it was determined to push this important help to civilization.
Men an d women were aided, as far as possible, to put in a variety of crops for themselves.
Some of the ground was plowed for them with agency teams, which they carefully prepared afterward, and planted each for himself. Hundreds of acres which the agency could
not plow were prepared and planted with the hoe alone.
.
A large tract of bottom land, hitherto cultivated, was submerged during planting-time by
the Missouri, diminishing the acreage somewhat from last year. This was still m0re diminished by the departure of a large number through fear of small-pox, which appeared within
sixteen miles of this post, and it was feared, at one time, tha,t the crops of the Indians would
suffer for want of care on this a - count; but the summons to return, when all danger from
mall-pox was passsd, was promptly heeded, and the growing crops received immediate care~
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and, notwithstanding the diminished acreage, the yield of all kinds of produce will be larger
than usual, having escaped the grasshopper pest which so often devastates this country.
Be>~ides the farming interest, many Indians have extended. their labors in the direction of ·
wood-chopping on both sides of the Mi>:souri for 50 miles, and I estimate that Indians have
cut, for the agency and themselves, at least two thousand cords of wood during the year.
MANUFACTURE OF BRICK.

It was early ascertained after my arrival that a new and more permanent branch of in·
dustry was needed to furnish employment to the many Indians who come begging for work.
Accordingly, permission waR received from the Department, on my recommendation, for
trying the manufacture of brick, and a ski1led brick ·maker was engaged to examine all the
clays in the vicinity of the agency, who reported, after repeated trials, the impossibility of
making good brick from any of the clay. But, being ~nwilling that so important a branch
of industry should be.given up, I urged him to try again. The result ofhis labor was so en·
couraging that I decided to proceed with the mann facture of a kiln of 50,000 as soon as arrangements could be made.
About the middle of June work was commenced by a foreman and his assistant, and a
large number of Indians. The labor, at first encour~tging, yielded scarcely any reward
<lwing to the difficulty in overcoming the effect of the alkali and quicksand; but after re·
peated trials a clay was found which has produced a superior brick. The Indians worked
in the clay far better than was anticipated, and with skilled direction I think they will be able,
.another year, to manufacture brick for their own houses, which they very mueh need. The
plan now is, with the approval and co·operation of the Department, to get the Indians out of
their damp and dirty hovels into a new town made of wood and brick of their own manufac.ture, each family · to have a lot of from 4 to 10 acres, according to willingness and
~bility to cultivate thoroughly. A few may be induced to locate on larger farms, provided
they can be convinced that their old enemies, the Sioux, will not despoil them of the fruits of
their labor-a difficult thing to do so long as Sitting Bull remains unpunished within 150
miles of their village.
THE SCHOOL.

Owing to the necessity of occupying a room in a private house for school, and the absence
of a large number of Indians during the summPr, the number of scholars in attendance has
not been large, but most of the time there has been as many as could be conveniAntly accommodated in so small a room.
The teacher has been faithful in her endeavors to teach, but bas labored under the diffi·
culty of communicating instruction in three different languages. To obviate this somewhat,
and also the petty annoyances arising from the mingling of the C'.hildren of three different
tribes , the n ew Rchool-house, 2 by 56, just erected, has two rooms, with folJing-doors. The
Gros Ventres and Mandans, who can understand the Dakota language, will occupy one
room, and the Arickarees the other.
The building will be ready for occupation as ·soon as the desks can be purchased and put
in position, and the painting done. Another teacher should be employed at once, who can
speak the Dakota language, and I would earnestly recommend that funds be appropriated for
that purpose.
NEW· BUILDING •

There have been erected during the past summer a new barn, 22 by 400 feet, which the
Indian are now filling with hay at the rate of about 15 tons per day; a new issue-room,
22 by J20 feet, and a school-house, 28 by 56 feet, all costing the Government five thous and seven hundred and forty dollars.
Ml

lONARY LABOR1

Rev. harles L. Hall, missionary of the American Board, has labored faithfully and efficiently during the pa t year. The attendance upon his ministry by the Indian , although
not large, ha been encouraging. His visitation of the sick, teaching the young men in
school, aud hi general demeanor among the Indians, is not only winning their confidence,
but proving an fficient help to the agent in the work of governing and civilizing them.
Mr . all, und rstanding the Dakota, i a very efficient helper in any plan which has for
it obje t th high st good of the e trib s.
In concl u ion I would ay that I am not discouraged yet, but firmly believe that, in
time, with prop r a crific and toil, tb e Indians may be slowly advanced to the position
of good citi zens of thi
overnment; and one of the most efficient ltelps to tbi end will be an
act of ong re.· making th m ncb, ubject to all the laws and privileges of white people.
ery r pec tfully , your ob dient servant,
E. H. ALDEN,
United States Indian Agent.
T heC
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LOWER BRULE AGENCY, DAKOTA,

August 24, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with instructions contained in office ctrcular of July 10, 1877, I have·
the honor to submit the following as my first annual report of the condition of the Indians
under my charge:
In obediP-nce to office-letter of August 21, 1876, I assumed charge of this agency on September 5, 11::76, relieving my predecessor, Thomas A. Reily, who transferred to me all the·
public pruperty in his possession. I found that he had removed most of the sub.sistencestores and other property to the location selected by him at the mout.h of American Greek
for the site of the new agency, and at which place the nel'l' buildings bad been erected; on
the 18th September, 1876, I removed everything (two buildings excepted) from the old to
the new location, thus abandoning the former entirely as an ageucy.
The Lower Brute Sioux Indians, who are attached to this agency, have always been estimated as· numbering 1,800 persons, but upon taking a census of those present at the agencyin December last, I found only I ,056 persous. Since then a few have returned home from·
Spot.ted-Tail Agency, so that on July J, when I corrected my census-roll, I found that there·
were I, 160 here, and 146 persons whose names appeared on the December roll were reported
as being at Spotted Tail agency, making in all l .:~06 persons aceounted for. It is claimed
by the chiefs and headmen of. this tribe that nearly 700 persons belonging here are now, and·
have been for several years pas•, living among the Upper Brule Sioux at the Spotted Tail
agency, Nebraska, and they are very anxious that these Indians should return home.
Therefore, I would respec1fully recommend that necessary steps be taken to have them
brought back to their proper agency, as, so long as they remain where they are, it will be
difik.ult for me to prevent others from joining them.
The general conduct of the Indians has been orderly, peaceful, and quiet, and there haveheen no complaints, that I am aware of, made against them by any of the white settlers
living in the vicinity of the agency. This fact I regard as being an improvement on thei:tt
part, as the Lower Brules have for years past had the name of being a wild and restless
band; but my experience among them convinces me that they are b.oth willing and ready
to settle down to the white man's way. There are few of our Indians at th(:l agency proper,.
the greater portion of the tribe being located on White River; four of the bands at themouth, and five up the valley of that river.
During the spring and summer thirty new log-houses have been erected in these camps,
the Indians doing all t.be work, with the exception of putting in the doors and windows,
which was done by the agency carpenter, this being the only expense . that was incurred
by the Government in their erection. I have also finished in the same way twenty houses,
·whicl1 were erected years since by the Indians, but never occupied by them for the want of.
doors and windows. l!'ifty good cook-stoves .have been given to . those Indians actually
living in houses. Logs are already cut for many more houses, but our Indians find great
trouble in hauling them to the differen camps, having so few wagons among them. I trust
that in a few years this entire tribe will substitute the lo.e:-cabin for the cloth lod.e:e now used
by them.
The Indians living at the mouth of White River, and those in the camp near the agency
buildings, are about the only ones that have done any farming, they having had fields.
opened for them several years since. Quite a number planted little patches here and t.here,
which the) prepared with the hoe, so that altogether I estimate that about one hundred acres
were planted with corn, potatoes, and other seeds, and from the present appearances of our
fields, I feel sure that unless the grasshoppers visit the agency again this summer, our
Indians will gather a larger crop than they have done for years past; this is the first year
that they have raise« potatoes, and although few of them planted any, yet they seem pleased
to know that they are able to raise them. As I was unable to do any plowing this spring,
owing to the fact of my not having any oxen until it was too late, many of the Indians who
would have planted were unable to do so. I shall open fields in each camp this fall, and
trust that all will be able to plant as much as they desire to, next spring.
The greatest drawback to our. Indians farming to any extent is the fact that they are
entirely without oxen, wagons, harness, plows, and other farm-implements, and they complain bitterly of their "Great Father'' for not giving them these articles, especially as they
hear of Indians at other agencies receiving them, and they are eonstantly asking me,'' Why
cannot we have them~'' and when I urge them on to work, their reply is, "How can w.e
work without anything to work with~ Give us what we need, and you will see what we
can do .. , I feel th1s is true to a great degree, as it is utterly impossible for them to do much
work so long as they are without proper means to do it with. I would recommend that such
nP-cessaries as cattle, wagons, harness, and the various farm implements be given to them,
and I do not hesita:te to say that the resulL will be very gratifying, and during the coming
year more work Will be done here than evPr has been accomplished before. I believe the
Brules are now inclined to the ways of civilization, and that by kind and considerate treatment much can be achieved in another year. On the other hand, if they do not receive
some encouragement from the Government they will become entirely discouraged, and will
not try to R-id themselves.
·
This being a new agency, I found much work to be done, and only a few employe".
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allowed to do it with. At the time I assumed charge, in September last, nothing had been
done by my predecessor except to remove the property to this point, which, with his limited
force of men, was all that he could do. Although very late in the season to \)rocure hay, I
succeeded in getting a sufficient quantity to carry our animals through the past winter.
Such as I did get was of a poor quality. and was found in the ravines near the age~cy. '
Most of the buildings being entirely new, were in good condition. Those removed trom
the old agency-four in number-I fo~nd unfinished and really unfit for use; but, with such
material as I have had at my command, I have completed them so as to be of service as
shops and stables.
Two buildings yet remain at the old agency. These are constructed of cottonwood, and
are in a fair condition, and, if removed, conld be made of service here. Permission was
granted last fall for their removal, but so late that it was impossible to do so, except at a
great cost; therefore I waited until this summer. and just as I was about to do this work
by contract I was ordered to suspend action until further orders. Having only one warehouse at this agency, I find it a very difficult matter to protect all the property intrusted to
my charge. ·I would recommend that either the buildings above referred to be removed, or
new ones erected in their place. I have, in a special report to the Department, stated all my
·reasons for this recommendation.
I have b een unable (for the want of a proper building from which to issue) to carry out
the instructions regarding the new system of issuing rations to heads of families instead of
to bands. I am anxious to do this just as soon as possible, as I believe it is the only trn!3
mode of issuing to Indians, as each person would receive his equal share; whereas, in the
.
present way, many , and especially the old and sick, go without.
A cattle-corral, 150 by 300 feet. has been built by the agency employes, aided by a few of
the Indians. This is constructed of logs, and will do very well until I am able to build one
of sawed lumber. In connection with this corral I have set up a pair of Fairbanks' standard scales, and am prepared to weigh all cattle received at this agency.
In November last a school was opened at this agency, under charge of the Rev. H. Burt,
missionary of the Protestant Episcopal Church. The attendance has been good, the average being 25 from that to the present time. Such of the children as have attended regularly
have made good progress in their studies. 'fhese Indians are favorably inclined toward the
school, and many of them have shown a lively interest in the work, and seem to be anxious
to have their children instructed. Two school-houses, 20 by 30, were erected .by the Government in June last, and as yet have not been occupied; one in the camp at the mouth of
White River, the other at Standing Cloud's camp, about 7 miles from here, on White River.
In June last a fine church-edifice was commenced at this agency and completed in July.
This building was erected by the mission of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and is 20 by
40 feet. Regular services hA.ve been held here each Sunday by the Rev. Mr. Burt, in the
morniug and afternoon in Dakota and in the evening in English.
The general health of these Indians has been good during the past year.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
HENRY E. GREGORY,
United States Indian Al!ent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN .AFFAIRS.

RED CLOUD AGENCY, NEBRASKA,

A ueust 25, 1877.
In accordance with instructions relative to annual reports of Indian agents, I have
the honor to submit the following:
.I first saw thi agency on the 27th day of June last, and on the 1st day of July relieved
Lteut. 9· A. Johnson, acting Unite:l tates Indian agent under the military administration
of afftms at Red Cloud. I found about 6,700 Indians camped within a radius of two or
thr e miles from the agency, including the northern band of Arapahoes and Crazy Horse's
band ?f wild Northern ioux, and ten or fifteen lodges of Cheyennes .
.<?wmg: to the disturbances that have lately occurred in this country, and the necessity for
mll ttary mt rference, the occupation of th Black Hills eountry by miner , and the antici~ated chang~ of the location of their agency to the Mis ouri River, the Indians keep up a
tev r of exCitement; but, n twith tanding, I find them generally disposed to be quiet and
o:d rly ,. and wha t v r may have b n th eir desire and hope. , and however great their final
d t PP?ID t!'Ilent, they have accepted the situation with con. iderable grace, and expre their
detMm tn t10.n to h nc f rth "travel th white man's road." (Crazy Hor e is an exception, and
w tl~ b m n ll n d h rea~t .r.) and should then w agency be fortunately situated in ref renee to
a~~'nculture and stock-rat mg, I b li ve a large numb r will try and do something for themel.ve .
l any of th mare now trying to cultivate patches of land along the little streams
ut t th agency. •'orne of them hA.ve u ed their hands for shovels and hoes, and have
ad;
ho\ n them to me worn an d bleeding. My acquaintance with them has been brief, and I find
no r rd .of th e pa t in tbi ~ffi ce to
i t me in muking out the accompanying stati tics,
d to fur01 b me other useful mforma.tion.
' IR:
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It appears to me, where these Indians are now located, that there is little opportunity to
hnprove them in industry and morals ; nor do I think there has been any improvement in
either respect during the last year, and for tLe following reasons : There is not enough tillable land to cultivate. The seasons are generally too dry, and irrigating impracticable.
The active military operations during the past year have brought them under more wholesome restraint, and driven them toward civilization, but are not expected otherwise to improve their morals.
The settling of the Black Hills and country beyond has opened a highway through the
agency, and a large numbPr of people are coming and going, making it impossible to pre·
vent traffic in ardent spirits, arms, and ammunition, horse-stealing, &c.
The agency is not on the reservation as now defined, but in the State of Nebraska, under
whose present legislation and the decisions of the United States courts we are unable to
bring criminals to justice, and we are for all practical purposes without civil law.
The expectation on the part of the Government of moving the agency bas deterred those
having in charge more particularly their educational and Christian management from commencing operations. Bishop Hare informs me, however, that he will provide a school without further delay; which will be very satisfactory to the Indians, and, I believe, will be well
attended.
If the Government, when it moves this agency, should be fortunate enough to find them
good land, wood, water, and grass, they will, with proper assistance, most undoubtedly, as I
said before, try to help themselves. Even though the effort on their part may not be very energetic at the start, it will be a movement in the right direction, and a great satisfaction to
the Government and the friends of the service, as well as relief to tax-payers, to know that
the thousands of idle people they are now compelled to support., are even slowly working
their way from pauperism to independence. If the people would reflect on the fact that the
Sioux were a few years ago a powerful, independent, self·sustaining nation; and have been
brought to poverty by the loss of their country and the destruction of their game, they
would certainly have charity enough to be patient, if they knew the work of reconstruction
'Yas radical and certain, and a prospect of relief in the future.
When I arrived at this agency, I found Crazy Horse and his band, consisting of about
1,100 people, encamped two miles north of the agency; he has in his band Little Big Man,
and several other noted chiefs. Crazy Horse manifests a sullen, morose disposition; evidently
a man of small capacity, brought into notoriety by his stubborn will and brute courage. His
dictatorial manners, and disregard for the comfort of his people, have causea dissatisfaction
among them, and his want of truthfulness with the military department Las rendered him
unpopular with the leading men of his band, who have drawn off from Lim, and say they are
determined to carry out their promise with General Crook, and their original intentiou to obey
orders and keep the peace. All the other Sioux bands are doing well, and it seems hardly
possible that they will ever take up arms again.
About 1,100 Arapahoes under Black Coal are attached to this agency; and camped in the
neighborhood; they are most thoroughly subjugated, peaceable, and obedient to every order;
they will submit to almost anything rather than go to their southern agency, believing they
will all die in a few years in that miasmatic country.
.
Regretting the limited opportunity for making a more full and complete report, I am,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES IRWIN,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

SISSETON AGENCY, DAKOTA,

September 4, J 877.
StR: I have this day turned over to my successor all of the property in my possession
belonging to the United States, and also property belonging to Indians stored in the Government warehouse or otherwise under my charge, and have therefore the honor of submitting this my final report of operations a.t this agency since it has been under my charge.
I assumed the duties of this agency May 4, 1A75, relieving Rev. M. N. Adams. I found
the affairs of the agency in an enibarral:lsed condition. growing out of difficulties between the
agent and Indians, and also from the failure of the Department to provide suf£cient competent help to systematize and successfully administer the complicated business of the agency.
I fouud the systflm of issuing supplies to Indians on account of labor performed or produce delivered under way here; found ledger-accounts opened with Indians who bad debits
and .credits; foun.d them. charged on a memorandum day-book in single entry with supplies
rece1ved and credited, w1th labor performed, &c., but as the books were months in arrears,
it was impossible to tell the standing of the Indians, or the condition of accounts, from them,
and it was not until the following fall, when the accounts ha~ been closed, and the system
changed to a. double-entry system and new ledger·accounts opened, that the business of the
agency was fairly started.
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Accounts are kept with the United States Indian Department and with each individua ·
Indian who is able-bodied, and the strictest care taken to make no issue until the Indian·
bas cred~t. These books are balanced semi-annually, and the Department accounts closed
each fiscal year. Any officer visiting thi~ agency can, by a few hours' examination, determine the status of the agency, and ascertain the standing of the Indians who labor. Irecommend the continuanee of this system here, ·and respectfully suggest that my successor
should be allowed an additional clerk or office assistant to enable him to keep the business up.
'l'be position of store-keeper and bookkeeper have heretofore been filled by one person. The
work to be done is more t.han sufficient for two persons, and my successor should be allowed
an additional $800 for pay of employes, so as to secure the services of a thoroughly competeut person.
Monthly census-rolls, showing the number of families, the number in the family, and the·
goods and supplif's issued each month, have been kept by me, and are left as agency records.
'l'he preparation of these lists, their correction and comparison each month, involve much
labor, but they are necessary to enable the agent to properly distribute the supplies on
hand, to discover the absence of Indians, &c., and serve to protect him in case any question is raised as to the distribution of supplies. I consider this a valuable feature of our
accounts here, and recommend its continuance here, and its introduction at the other Indian
agencies.
Ip addition to this, a warehouse-ledger, giving name and quantity of articles reC€ived and•
issued, is kept, accounts being l'ept in the uame of the articles, as flour. pork, &c. This
ledger should be balanced weekly, but owing to the pressure of work on hand it has been
impossible.
I suggest that, in addition to your regular weekly supply reports, it would be well to have·
a weekly report covering all articles received and issued. These reports to be ¥erified by
the receipts of the individuals receiving the supplies, and accompanied by the c&tificate of
the storekeeper that the supplies were actually and bona fide issued to the persoD named by
order of the agent or authorized c.lerk. This would add to the work, but a competent, industrious storekeeper could do it. By adopting. this system, any it regularities in issues or
loss of supplies could easily be detected.
Receipts for all supplies issued by me since I have been here are on file in the agency
oftic~, and constitute a portion of the records thereof, and as such turned over to my successor. Bills of goods purchased and paid for by me are itemized in full in the cash-book,
and bills pa1d by certitied vouchers itemized in the journal day- book, all being posted to
proper ledger-account . Property on hand is shown by warehouse-ledger, and by office,
smith, miller, carpenter, and manual-labor-school inventories. The triplicate copies of
quarterly accounts I retain for my own protection.
The disposition of these Indians is still friendly, and their temper under present distressing circumstances admirable. I cannot too highly commen •J their fortitude and patience in
enduring hunger waiting the arrival of supplies. The turbulence and insuborJination prev·
alent under my predecessor's administration have disappeared.
The enforc~ment of the policy of dealing with individuals, and not recognizing tribal re-_
lations, and ignoring chiefs, is generally acceptable to the people, but is bitterly opposed by
the recognized head chief here. " " " He deserves well of the Government for his atti-·
tude in the outbreak of 1 f)2, and for what he has done by way of example for this people;
but to allow him or any other Indian to exercise authority, decide the proper interpretation
of treaties, or determine how and to whom to issue supplies, would be suicidal. " * •
My successor should be sustained by all the influence and power at your eommand in
breaking away from chiefs and headmen, and in rewarding individual merit. The system of
requiring agents to take the receipts of chiefs and headmen for all goods and supplies received and issued should be abandoned, and the individual rec(•ipt of the parties receiving
the goods substituted. The practice of takino- their receipts adds greatly to their importance.
It enables them to dictate terms often, and places the agent at their mercy. On two or three
occa ions, Gabriel Renville and other men he controls have refused to sign vouchers when
the goods were issued, because he wanted them is. ed to relatives and friends who were not
justly entitled to them. The sentiment of the people in each ca e compelled him to sigu the
vouchers. Y~u can readily ee that if you desire agent to cease the recognition of chiefs,
you must dev1 e orne methods of making agents independent of them in obtaimng vouchers
for prop rty returns. I comm nd thi subject to your earne t consideration.
I cannot part with the e Indians w1thout urging upon you to . ecure a modification by
onwess of that provi. ion of their treaty which mak s the plowing, fencing, residence upon
for fiv Y an;, and the cultivation of fifty acres of land a condition of receiving a patent for 160
acre . After a care~ul tudy of the hi tory of the treaty, and having learned om tbing of the
cbaract r of the wh1t men who wer chiefly in trum ntal in maldng the treaty, viz, Jawe
R. Brow~ and B ?j~rnin Thompson, it i my delib rat judgmeut that they intended to .prev nt Ind1an o ~tamm{\ pat ut., and thi iH tb aCl' pted opinion among iutelligent Indian
an other cogmzant ot the fact. . If it i right to give title to intelligent white meu after
~ve ~~r ~ r idence, ! ·tion of bou es, and no tipulated number of ccr s und r cultivall?o, 1 1t JU ~o t bl_1. ~ nch a burden orne prer qui. ita for an Indian ignorant of indu ~nal ar. ! W1th the hm1ted regourc at their command, not one in fifty can comply with
1t provt Ions.
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I respectfully recommend that when an Indian has built his house, fenced, plowed, and
put teu acres in crops, he receive a patent for forty acres, and for every additional ten
acres be receive a patent for forty more, until he becomes possessed of oue hundred and sixty
acres. The fear that no title could be acquired to land here is the cause of the homestead
movement from this reservation, and unless there is a modification ·of these rigorous requirements, many, if not a majority, of the Indians here will seek homes under the "homestead
act." I do not deem this advisable. If Cl'(lps were sure, and not liable to devastation by
. "hoppers," the movement might be encouraged. Now they must either be sustained
by the Government or become pensioners on the bounty of frontier settlers scarcely able to
sustain themselves. I sincerely trust that you may consider · these recommendatious fav- ·
orably, and secure requisite legislation from Congress.
Another subject of importance is the preparation of laws and regulations for thPir govern·
ment, as provided for by the tenth article of the treaty. Here again the phantom chief and
headman is an obstruction. The people want the Jaws, and want to elect their own officers.
The present headmen will consent to the laws if they enforce them. Last winter I prepared
for them a code of regulations, which the people would have accPpted, and wbieh might have
been in force now, if my health had not failed me and obliged me to drop the subject. The
matter should receive immediate and careful attention.
I found npon assuming this agency about seven hundre:l acres of land cultivated by
Indians; to-day there are over. two thousand, and it might have been five if the seed could
have been furnished. During my administration every able-bodied Indian, whether with or
without a family, has been located on a claim, and been started in securing a · home.
All have been induced to abandon teut-life and live in houses. Most of the heathenish
rites and dances have been abandoned voluntarily. , Their dead are buried in coffins and
put into the ground, not hung up in trees or laid on poles, exposed, as formerly; iu short,
there bas been a "breaking -away" from old ems toms, and a turning to the genial, enlightening influen ces of Christian civilization; The work of the agency is well advanced. All
the hay for the year is cured and stacked at the agency, having beE>n hauled some six miles.
All the annuity suppli es have been brought up, excepting some 5,000 pounds not yet arrived!
at Herman. Contracts for all articles needed throughout the year have been made, and a wail!.
your approval for shipment.
'l'o Mr. Hooper I transfer the work of harvesting the grain now ripe. The work of theagenc.y was never in a better state of forwardness, and Mr. Hooper, with the increased facilities for doing work afforded him by the new warehouse, starts his official career under most
favorable auspices. I bespeak for him your warmest sympathy and continual support.
Difficulties will come up, Indians will be dissatisfied, disappointed contractors complain,
thievish white men will stir np sttife, and be will be assailed on every side, and unless
assured of your confidence and support, his life will be a burden. He comes to no ·life of
luxury, but to one of incessant toil and anxiety, where the most unremitting care (l,nd inindustry are not appredated; to a life of suspicion and constant aggressiveness, and if nob
warmly encouraged by you he will be apt to give up in despair.
Fi11ally, in leaving the agency to engage in other pursuits more congenial and profitabl~>,
I desire to exte nd to you my thanks for the courtesy and consideration shown me, and to
assure you of my appreciation of the high sense of justice you have shown in all matters
relating to this agency uud to myself. I have broken myself down in health in endeavoring
to honestly and faithfully discharge my duties , aud I leave the service with the knowledge
that, though my administration bas not been free from mistakes, it has been honest, thorough-.
going, and positive, and successful in most respects.
Very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
JOHN G. HAMILTON,
United States Lndian .Agwt •.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

SPOTTED TALL AG:ENC!:Y, NEBRASKA,
August' 10, 187·7•.
SIR: In obedience to instructions from your office of lOth ultimo, I have the honor to sub··
mit the following annual report of the con eli tion of Indian afi'idrs at this agency:
I entered on duty as agent March 3,1877, in obedience to Special Orders No.4, from Headquarters Department of the Platte, of January ll, 1877. It is impossible for me to give a
correet
of affairs here for the past year, owing to the fact that during that time the
agency has had frequent changes in ageuts, viz:
Fir~t Lieut. M. C. Foot, Ninth Infantry, relieved E. A. Howard; First Lieut. A. C. Paul,.
Third Cavalry, relieved Lieutenant l<,oot; First Lieut. Horace N eide, Fourth Infantry, reli eved
Lieuten~~ont Paul; and the latter was relieved by myse.Jf. While I do not think the Indians
have suffered by these frequent changes, still, a pe.»manent agent can, as a rule, work to
31 I

resume
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greater advantage; and I anxiously look forward to the time when I shall be succeeded by
one who will make the management of these Indians his ·permanent business.
As is well known, Indian affairs in this section have been very much unsettled during
at least half of the past year, owing entirely to the late Indian war. Last winter's campaign
closed with the punishment- of the Cheyennes, and in February last General Crook succeeded
in inducing Spotted Tail to go out north with about two hundred and :fifty of his subchiefs
and headmen on a mission of peace to the hostiles.
Spotted Tail found large camps of the hostiles on the Little Missouri and Little Powder
Rivers, and through his earnest efforts and continuous councils he succeeded in in<lucing them
to ''bury the hatchet" and come into the agencies. He returned here on April 6, after an
ab~enee of over fifty days, anp announced that his mission undertaken and carri~d out in
midwinter, through hardships and sufferings from cold and hunger, had been successful;
that one hundred and five lodges, crowded with the late hostiles, would soon be here. (He
had previously succeeded in sending in about twenty.five lodges wbich be came across on
his way out.) On April 14 the late hostile ~amp arrived, and numbered by actual coont nine
hundred and seventeen souls, under Roman Nose, Touch the Clouds, Red Bear, and High
Bear.
This was the first break in the firm ranks of the hostiles, and Spotted Tail felt assured
that the Cheyennes would soon come into Red Cloud, and that Crazy Horse with about two
hundred lodges would not be far behind. These predictions have all been verified. The
Indian war has bP.en ended. All the hostiles came in except a remnant under Lame Deer
and l!..,ast Bull of perhaps sixty lodges of Minneconjous arid Sans Arcs who refused to accept
terms of peace. But I venture the preaiction they will be drawing rations at some agency
inside of sixty days. Nine lodges of these Indians surrendered here on the 24th ultimo.
This great result has been mainly accomplished by Spotted Tail. He has, though an
Indian uututored and uncivilized, been the means of saving hundreds of lives and thousands
of dollars of treasure to the Government. What reward or recognition be is entitled to for
accomplishing this grand result I leave for those in power to <letermine.
NUMBER OF INIHANS.

The number of Indians at this agency is no longer a vexed question. The first correct
census ever taken of the Indians here was made by First Lieut. M. C. :F'oot, Ninth Infantry.
'l'bis census was completed October 26, 1876, anJ showed an aggregate of 4, 775 persons,
including whites and half-breeds. Previous to that there had been fed, on paper, 9, 170, as
sho"' n by the number reported and certified to by Agent Howard, Lieutenant Foot's rredecessor.
When I took charge of the agency I regarded LiPutenant Foot's census as my basis; and
in support of its correctness J invite attention to subsequent accessions and losses :
Ag-grPgate of census by Lieutenant Foot. .••....• _..•••••.. _•••. , _. _•........... 4, 77ri
Wabzhazas and other Brules transferred to agency from Red Cloud prior to May 31,
949
1877 ------ -----. ------ . ---- . ------ .• ---. ------ ------ . ---177
.Accessions from agencies on Missouri River prior to May 31, 1877
Accessions by surrender of hostiles from the north prior to May 31, 1877....... • • . . 1, 372
0

0

•

-----

•••••

0

------

•

0

0...

•••••

---

Aggregate ..•••..•.
~
7, 273
J71
'Transft:rred to other agencies prior to May 31, 1877 .••••.••• _.. . • • • • . • • . . • • • . • • . •
0

••••••••

•••••••••••••• ----·

:Reported balance at agency, May 31, 1877 •.•. ·-·-·o

••••••

:

•••••

0

••••••••••

............................

7,102

I was satisfied that the actual number of Indians would be within two or three hundred
of the above "balance at agency." On the 31st of May last I began, in obedience to orders
from Col. R. S. McKenzie, commA.nding district Black Hills, a census of the Indians here.
I mainly comp leted the count after 1ght days' constant work, but as there were changes by
a~ce ions !l'nd corrections, the census was formally closed on the 24th day of July, 1877.
'1 he followmg table shows tLe r ult of the count by the different bands. Some changes by
tra~ fer to other agencies occurred before the final closing of the census, and there ha been
a slight acce . iou by tran fer to this agency since the closing of tha census; all such changes
.arc noted s parately in the table.
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.Abstract from census-roll showing number of Ind·ians now at Spotted-Tail Agency.
Designation.

Men.

Women:

Boys.

Girls.

---- -----Brnles ..............•..••..•.•.•.•...•.....•..•..•••......
Wabzbazas, (BruTes) ...............•••.....••......•......
V,afers (Brules and Ogallallas) ..... . ....• ...... . ..•......
Sans Arcs ..•.......................••....•................

~~~~:~oa~~~-~~ :-.~~~ ::·.:: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Mixed Indian blood . . . • . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •..
Whites* .............•••••.•.........•..••.........•.•.••.
Total. .............•...........................• .' ...
.Accession by transfer from Red Cloud since census ...••. .

6!'il
166
357
102
124
3
58

984
214
530
177
159
9
107

~5

914
223
486
113
106
1
97

888
185
406
120
100
5
115

............ ............

Total.

--3, 437
788
1, 779
512
489
18
377
25

- - - - - -·- - - - - - 1, 4i:l6

4

2,180
3

1; 940
3

1, 819
4

7, 425
14

Grand total...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . ......... 1 ,490 --2-,183 1,9431,823 17 , 439
LossAs by transfer to other agencies from .Tnly 17 to .Au·
gust 10 .... .. •••••..... .•. ... . .••. •• •••• .. .•. . .. .•. . .. •••.
34
56
44
44
178
Remaining this date ...... ...•..•••••.•..........••.. 1,456 --2-, 1271,8991,7791-7~
•· These whites were living with the Indians at time of treaty of .1868, and are lawfully intermanied
among the Indians.

It is well known that more Indians are now at this agency than have ever been here
before.
It will thus be seen that all these Indians belong to the Sioux Nation, and are divided into
the following tribes, or bands, under the chiefs set opposite:
Brulis -Spotted Tail, Two Strike, and Black Crow.
Loafers.-Swift Bear and White Thunder.
Waltzlwzas.-Red Leaf and White Tail.
•
Minneconjou:r..-Touch the Clouds and Roman Nose.
Sans Arcs ..-Red Bear and High Bear.
Thoug-h my duties have been multitudinous and .harassing in the extreme, still these Indians have given me scarcely any trouble. Being subject to military authority myself, I
have had the advantag-e of the full' and hearty co-operation of the same, and the results
have been most gratifying. My authority has been respected because there was tangible
support right at hand. The subordination of the Indians has been satisfactory; they have
remained at the agency, acquiesced in agency ways, a~;~d contented themselves with their
games, sports, and occasional hunts in the immediate vicinity of the agency. I have attempted no new experiments, but have felt justified, under the circumstances, in confining
myself to two principal objects: keeping them well supplied and peaceable. I have sought
by kindness and firmness to win their respect and confiJence.
They still maintain their tribal organizations, though not with the strength and influence
of former years. These tribal ties are loosening, which augurs well for the future Individualism is becoming more marked and should be encouraged. Aside trom this I note but
little change or progress toward civilization, except in the matter that some two or three
hundred families are disposed to agriculture; but even here most of the work devolves on
the squaws. Their civilization is still remote. They should be localized by familie s, and
tracts of good ground set apart accordingly, and the desire of a number to live iu houses
should be gratified. Then tbe lack of individual effort to accumulate property might, in
many cast~s, be overcome. They will 11ever fully appreciate property until they ea1·n it
themselves. Treaties and agreements cause these Indians to regard themselves as an ind·'·
pendent nation. They should realizo and be made to feel that there is an irresistible power
to which thP.y must succumb. They respect power, otherwise they are only tractable whet1
it suits their caprice, or self-interest is g-aine.d. The Ind1an sets his face against civilization;
he tends to wH.r, and this tendency is encouraged by repeated forgiveness whenever be engages in hostilities. There are so many treaties and H.greements £leu on top of each other that
it is difficult to even remember them. Well-meaning philanthropists are ever ready to palJi.
ate and excuse every bH.rbarous outbrea:{ among Indians, and to condemn almost every
punishment inflicted by the military. They seem to judge almost everything- from the Indian stand-point of justification, and then too often make promises to the Indians that are
visionary, impracticable, and difficult, if not impossible, of fulfillment.
I submit the following recommendations:
J. Break up large agencies.
2. eparate as far as practicable the Indians who are willing to work from their indolent
companions, and secure the former good farming tracts, and make them inaliena'Jle.
::J. Give to the industrious Indian every needful assistance, so as to distinguish him in a
marked manner from the indolent; give the latter the rninirnum and the former the muxinwm.
4. Make every Indian amenable to law, and punish him the same as a wh:te man, fo r
murder, theft, polygamy, bigamy, and all other crimes. · Have judicial officer.; accessible to
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and having jurisdiction over the agencies. Make the Indian feel and know his subordination to the power of the Government, and to this end force, quick, keen, and decisive, should
be used whenever necessary.
5. Do not force the Indians to become scholars. First endeavor to make them industrious;
and the principal schools they should now have should be industrial schools, so assisted and
developed that industry and education would go hand in hand. The advantages should
thus be made so apparent to the Indian mind that parents now reluctant or indifferent to
send their children to school would soon be anxious to have them share in advantages so
manifest.
The Indians have a religion of their own, adapted. as they think, to their present condition;
and in my opinion but little progress can be made in changing this until they become more
settled, industrious, and civilized. Whenever and wherever practicable, the Indians should
be consulted as to what religions denomination they would prefer.
The churches have a wide field for their work, but, in my humble opinion, no denomination whatever should have the exclusive designation of the agent for the Indians. The tact
that a mlln is a churchman should entitle him to no more preference in appointment to the
office of Indian ag('nt than to any other office. If I mistake not some of the appointments
made at the solicitation of religious denominations have been notably unsatisfactory. H~nest,
practical business-men of solid worth should be selected, and their salaries increased commensurate with their duties and responsibilities. I do not believe an honest Indian agent
can support himself and family on the meager income of $ 1,500 a year; the result is he is
rr-garded as a thief from one end of the land to the other. The fact of being an Indian
agent. too often carries with it an odium and suspicion not easily overcome, however much
uudeserved.
AGRICULTURE.

,

In view of the proposed removal of this agency to the Missouri River last June, I did no
encourage the Indians to plaot very extensively. Oo the recommendation of General Crook'
aua under the belief that the removal would npt be made until fall, I thoug-ht best to Jo
something in the matter. To my surprise found that about one h nndred and fifty lndges, or
heads offamHies, were anxious tu plant small pat.ches of ground, varying from one-half to three
acrPs each. I purchased se~ds to the amouut of $170.05, and hired plowing to the amount
of '663.71:l. The Incli~tns made their own fences, and several of th em Jid their own plowing.
Some of them, notwithstanding the disadvantages incident to this section, will get a fair
return for their labor. All that was planted at Government expense I had mea~:~ured, ancl it
footed up 146 acres; oth~r ground, plowed· by Indians, I estimate at G4 acres, making a total
of ~00 acres cultivated by Indians this year, as al!ainst 300 acres rep(n·ted last year, though
I am told by those who know that two 'flcres have been plantetl this to OI'IP. lltst year. I consider the money paid in this direcllion judiciously expended. I think whenever an Indian
will work he should be encouraged by all means.
EDUCATION AND MISSIONARY WORK.

A this work has beeu under the exclusive <'Ontrol of the Rev. William J . Cleveland, mis
of the Protestant Epi copal Church, I iuvite attention to his report in relation thereto
which is a. follow :
"Education.-There is but one ~chool building-the property of the Government-located
at the ag 'ncy proper. Thr e tflHChers, one male and two female, have been employed in the
work ot teaching duriug the y ar. The building will accommodate but 75 at one sitting,
and, though centmlly located, is too far from a. large portion of the people for their children
to attend chool. It is manife t that such a limited provision is altogether inadequate to the
work of education for an Indian tribe who number over 7,000. At times, when the Inclian
camps were near the ag ncy, the school has been overrun, and at others but poorly atteudecl,
the whole number enrolled being nearly, if not quite, 400, while the average attendan<'e for
the year hu been but 5. 1ts work has been to diffuse a little in. truction among a lttrge
number, 1ather than to carry along a particular et of scholars to proficiency. It was deemed
ioadvi aLl , amoug the peovl aud uilder the circnmstan('. s whil'h exist here, to limit the
umb 1 of fl ·holars, and th rf.'for , in ord r to accommodate th large numbers given above,
th boy are taught in tho morning aud the girl. in the afternoon, giving to each cia but a
lH!lf·du.} e ion of three hour.. The children are bright, and ooenerally learn easily, but
Luv to b in ructed indiYidually, and not in classes, thus maki~g the work of the teacht'r
lower when the numb r are la.rg .
"It hould be uud r to d, al o, that the attendance of Indian children upon chool. i
a to tber voluntary, no c mpub,ion h io u ·eJ either at home or from any otb r quarter 1 o
iu ure tlu:ir r ·rrula.rity. Con qn~::ntly bnt few ol those enrolled have been regular at school
for any I ngtb of tiwe.
"'1 he ltnge nu":Jb ·r who hav tak n a.?va.!lta.ge of thi. school, and the gratifying re u1.ts
und r
many 01. t«lv ntag . ,
m to mdtcale that the time ha~ co111e wheu five or SIX
<.ldition 1 chool !Jould be ta.bli hed at points within 15 miles of the agency, so that all
~ionary
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children of suitable age could be accommodated. Ample provision for all and compulsory
attendance would be still better. Two boarding-schools, one for boys and one for girlt>,
would be well patronizeJ if the means could be obtained for their support.
"Religiuus .-There is one mission-house and chapel, the property of the Protestant Episcopal Church, located a.t the agency proper. The missionary in charge and three lady helpers constitute the working force of the mission. Divine service, both in the Eng·lish and
Dakota languages, has been held on each Sunday during the year. The congregation, averaging perhaps 100 for the year, are chiefly made up of half-breeds and white men who have
married Indian women.
·
"A Sunday-school for children is held every Sunday afternoon, with an average attendance of nearly 100. The regularity of the scholars here is much greater than in the dayschools, and a large portion of them have committed to memory the Apostles' Creed, the
Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, with many verses of Scripture and hymns.
The singing·-schools, one in English and one in Dakota, were held weekly during the winter
and very largely attended.
"The work, both educational and missionary, has only been in operation for two years.
The beneficial results of both are manifest, and often spoken of by those who lived on the
agency before it enjoyed these advant•tges. The uncertainty of these Indians remaining
whei·e they are, and the constant expectation of orders for the removal of the agency for the
past year and a half, bave prevented tbe building of branch stations, and development of
the work in other ways, in order to reach the Indians in their camps."
CRIMES.

On 17th last March the body of a white man, named Towers, who had been murdered,
found near the agency. The military authorities took charge of the body, and to this
day it is not known whether the murder was committed by whites or Indians.
About two months ago (June 10) a mail-carrier, named Fosdick, was killed on the Kearney
road to Black Hills, about :30 miles northeast of agency. This murder was thoroughly investigated by Lieutenaat Schwatka, United States Army, who informs me that it must have
been the work of white men-probably horse-thieves.
Smce la'st fall these agency Indians have had stolen by the Black Hills horse-thieves about
400 head of ponies. No recoveries or recaptures of these ponies have been made. The hills
afford a ready market for stolen stock, and an Indian's chances of recovering any of his
property taken there amount to nothing, as was demonstrated some time ago. Steps have
been taken by the military authorities to stop this thieving, which I am glad to say have
resulted satisfactorily. On the 26th of July a white man stole 21:3 ponies belonging to the
Indians. He was overtaken by an Indian named' Craz.v Hawk, who recovered all the ponies,
and owing to the youth of the thief (about 20 years old) spared his life. The thief was subsequently arrested and is now held by military authorities here. Whether he will be punished by the courts remains to be seen.
These are all the crimes that have come to my knowledge. It is impossible for me to state
in my statistical report the number of Indians and whites killed during the year, as that
occurred during a state of war remote from this agency.
This section of country seems to be entirely beyond the realms of law. The agency is in
an unorganized county in Nebraska, and the State authorities have never, to my knowled ge,
taken cognizance of a single offense committed in this vicinity. The United States distriet
attorney for Nebraska (or the district in which it is located) informed me that he could take
cognizance of but few offenses or crimes affecting Indians, f,>r the reason that a decision of
the United States district judge held that this, being in the State of Nebraska, was not Indian
country, and hence the United States court had no jurisdiction. Thus it is that crimes go
unpuni shed and a premium put upon their commission. The State courts do not and the
United State courts will not enforce laws here. I have heard that there is a contrary decision of the United States Supreme Court which would rettch just this case; if so, it shall be
put in pracLical operation. Vvere it not for the presence and co-operation of the military
authorities there would be no restraint upon evil-doers whtttever.
wa~

STATUS OF WHITES AND MIXED-BLOODS.

It seems pretty clear that the Department recognizes mixed-bloods as generally entitled to
tbe rights. of full-blood Indians; this should carry with it corresponding restrictions. Wblle
many of them an> induRtrious and conduct themselves properly, others are indolent, get
drunk whenever they can get whisky, do nothing whatever, and will not so long as they can
be fed and clothed at the expense of the Government. It seems to me that they (able-bodied
ruales) should only receive aid from the Government when habitually engaged in working
for themselves; also when th ey vo!untarily remove from the reservation or from among the
Indians, they should thereafter be debarred from sharing in the gratuities from · the Govern-

moL

·

·

The status of the whites living among the Indians is even more anomalous than that of
the mixed-bloods. It appears that the Department has cono5ented that all those white:s who
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wera living among the Indians at the time .o f the treaty of 1868 shall rec<>ive annuities and
rations so long as they conduct themselves properly. If that is adhered to, it should only
be on tlte condition that such whites l)e lawfully married to the Indian women with whom
they have been living and by whom they have had children, and upon the further condition
that they be habitually industrious. No white man who has come among the Indians and
taken an Indian wife since 1868 should be permitted to receive supplies. I have excluded
all such.
The Department says, " Intermarriages of w bites among Indians should be discouraged."
That can only be done in two ways: lst. Remove from among the Indians all whites who
are not now married to Indian women. 2d. When an Indian woman of mixed or full blood
hereafter manies a white man, let her adopt !tis condition and debar her and . any children
that may be borne of such marriage from all supplies or assistance whatever from the Government. As it is, bad white men can come among the Indians for a brief period and leave
one or more illigitimate half-breed children to be thrown upon a generous Government for
clothing and food. These evils, slow and insidious at first, are fast becoming of such magnitude that they will soon have to be met and controlled. Right here is where some wholesome laws are needed-not only passed, but enforced with all justifiable rigor.
Th<>se and kindred matters are of such importance that I desire to invite attention to the
following views communicated to me by the Rev. Wm. J. Cleveland, missionary at this
agency:
"Looking to the elevation of these people (Indians) from their present state of barba:ism
to that of fellow~citizenship with ourselves, the question of marriage in general, and especially
of the intermarriage of whites with them is one which cannot be regarded as unimportant.
There is no civil law touching this subject, (or indeed scarcely any law .whatever in force on
this ageficy.) The whites who settle among the Indians being for the most part not of a
class who have the elevation of themselves or any one else at heart, without much regard for
proper conduct toward their fellow -men or fear of God, feel and rejoice in this absence. of
law very much as an escaped prisoner does in freedom from chains. They accept the I~d1an
customs as a state uf license, in which they may indulge, without fear, their evil passiOn~;
beget children for the law-abiding tax-payers of the States to support; live themselves m
great measure on what the Government provides for the Indi~ns, and when justice pursue~.
or the whim takes them, leave their families and go to repeat their villany on another agency
or in some other corner of the world . I do not refer to all the whites amoog the Indians.
There are a very considerable number to whom the above cannot be applied without gr&at
injustice. There are instances, however, of white men not even taking Indian wom&n in
the Indian fashion, but living with them on trial or in the grossest fornication. It follows,
too, that by many of the whites, bound by no law which they fear-the marriage relation,
though solemnly and la.wfully entered into, is lightly regarded. Instances of desertion are
frequent; men leave their wives alld children and take other wom en at will; parties separating by mutua,! consent and contracting other marriages, or living in licentious connection
with each ot r, their children left homeless. From these and like causes the number of
vagabond and mixed-blood children on Indi~~on agencies ill very large.
'' Tlle half-breeds, as they art: more numerous, are, in all these respects, worse perhaps than
the whites, after whom they take example. There is no way for residents of this agency
to obtain license to marry, neither is there any authority here, or in this vicinity, which can
grant a legal writing ot divorcemoot, though just cause for divorce m11y be known to exist.
"To correct these evils, and to teach these Indians what is the custom of marriage and
divorce among civilized people, some laws should b~ enacted and enforced which will control the e matters among the whites and mixed-bloods who reside among the Indians.''
l\fy apology for treating this matter at such length is, that ita great importance demands
more than a mere passing notice.
MEDICAL TREATMENT.

Dr. Mills, agency physician, says:
"There has been a decided improvement in all the Indians belonging to this agency, in
abandoning their own medicine-men and tlle increa e of confidence in the agency phy ician,
submitting them elves to all manner of surgical operations, which one year ago they could
not have been pr vailed on to ubmit to. They now call on the agency physician in midwif ry, and are doing away with their super tition and mysteriou incantations, only practiced by their medicine-men for purely selfish intents-getting ponies for beating the drum,
hooting gho. t , and driving away evil pirit ; thi they call making medicine. They eldom, if ever, a mini t r iut rna! remed 1e. ; when they do, they chew root and rub the patitnt with th pulp thu. moistened with the medicine-mans saliva. Their tr atment i to
trip the patient entirely na.k a.nr:l put them in a. clo e lodge where the smoke from burning c dar boughs, is thick enough to trangle a well persvn."
INDIAN

OLDIER •

The enltstment last .pril of .0 Indian soldiers, by the military authorities, to be employed
a cout , and t:o ben. ed a. a police force in and around the agency, has in a great m ur_e
proven of con 1derable benefi . This may be an auxiliary st p toward civilization, and 1f
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these Indian soldiers were put under careful and judicious training of some one great1.v interested in the matter, and well fitted hy inclination and education for this work, it might be
the means of enforcing self-government among the .Indians under the laws of the Government.
SUPPLIES.

'l'he allowance of flour, corn, bacon, beans, beef, sugar, coffee, soap, soda, salt, and tobacco, established by the Department, is quite ample for the subsistence of these Indians.
I have endeavored to give the full allowance in all cases. At one time last spring I was
much hampered by reason of the fact that a freight-contractor, named D. J. McCann, delivered here only 165,000 pounds corn out of 3;)6,000 pounds that he received; what he did with
the balance of the corn remains to be determined. This same man, Mc.Cann-had a flour contract for several hundred thousand pounds of flour, and he failed to fill thifl contract. It is
to be hoped that such men will be forever debarred from having anything to do with handling
Indian supplies, and that just punishment will overtake them for their misdeeds. Had it
not been for the prompt action of the Department in meeting these derelictions, by purchasing in open market, these Indians would have suffered. ·
CONCLUSION.

In conclusion, I desire to say that the elevation of these Indians to anything like a satisfactory degree of civilization is a problem of very difficult solution. The great work will
require the strictest honesty and integrity of those having charge of the Indians, with the
devotion of many years of patient labor, together with the most careful and delicate management-under a thorough and well-devised policy not subject to change with the incoming of every new administration. Above all things should the Indian be made to respect
the po.wer of the Govlilrnment. The indulgence of sentimentalism, the spasmodic efforts at
reform, and rash and ill-advised experiments can only result in disappointment or disaster.
The first few years of good work under even the most advantageous circumstanees may
not bring forth results wholly satisfactory ; but hy persistent and well-directed effort the
time may coma within the next generation, when the Indian will fall-in in the rear of the
march of civilijzation, and thus be no longer an impediment in its way to be swept aside and
destroyed.
·
Respectfully submitted.

First Lieutenant Ninth Infantry,

A'~ing

J. M. LEE,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF l.NDIAN AFFAIRS.

UNITED STATES INDIAN AnENCY, STANDING RocK, DAKOTA TERRITORY,

August 23, 1877.
SIR : I have the honor to submit this, my first annual report since I became connected
with the Indian service. I arrived here on the 27th of last November, and on the 1st day of
December following relieved Capt. R. E. Johnston, of the First United States Infantry, who
was in charge of the agency on my arrival, receipting to him for the Government property in his possession that he turned over to me. Before and after assuming charge, Captain
Johnstun very kindly gave me information concerning the a&'ency and its workings that was
valuable to me in forming my plans for future action.
CENSUS,

Immediately after I entered upon the discharge of my duties, I made a careful enumeration
of all the Indians here, and found that we had by actual count 2,394 souls. During the
winter and spring we had accessions that increased our rolls to 2,590 in the month of April;
but by a census taken on the 1st of July I found that quite a number of our people had left
the agency without my knowledge or consent, thereby reducing our count at that da~e to
2,249. Since the last census enough of the absentees have returned to make the actual
number of Indians at this agency at this date 2,305, divided as follows :

/
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From the best inform ation that I can obtain I think there are from 800 to 1,000, and possibly a greater number of Indians at other agencies who belong to our tribes and have heretofore lived among and dmwn rations with them.
Last fall when the Indians received information here that the Seventh United States Cavalry- was coming to this agency to relieve them of their 1ums and ponies. many of them
became greatly alarmed and fled in terror to other agencies, no doubt with the belief that by
so doing they would save their horses and guns, which they considered as property of inestimable value to them. The greater portion, if not all, of such Indians have been enrolled at
the agencies where they took refuge at the time referred to; and notwithscanding they have
only considered themselves temporarily located there, and, as we have been informed by
some Of their friends here who have visited some of them, that they have repeatedly r.eqnested
and made strong appeals to the agents to permit them to return home, their requests have
been refused, and they are still, very much against their will, comP,elled to remain away from
their relations, friends, aud home, which is causing much complaint among our Indians here,
mfl.ny of whom protest against such treatment of their people, and unhesitatingly say that
the Government is not doing its duty in not ordering these absentees sent home.
If the friendly Indians that properly belong to this agency were all here, I think it would
greatly conduce to the happiness and contentment of our several tribes, and would enable
us to a great extent, if not entirely, to do away with the annoying practice of issuing passes
to visit friends and relatioos located elsewhere, which to refuse, under existing circumstances, would not only be unkind, but might create feelings of dissatisfaction among our
people that would produce very bad re>mlts. The subject of consolidating the various Indian tribes, thereby uniting relations and friends, is an important one, and should receive
the earnest and prompt consideration of the Goveriunent.
AGRICULTURE.

Very remarkable progress bas been made in this branch of industry.

Last spring we bad
All of the olcl land
and about 200 acres of the new bas been cultivated this year. The Indians appear
very much delighted with having plenty of land to cultivate in future, and have shown a.
determination to work their farms this ~>eason to the best of their ability. Having- an unusual amount of agency work to do this summer, and our employe force b€1ing limited, we
have not been able to render as much assistance to the Indians in their farming as we would
have liked to have done.
The ab ence of the grasshopper this season has inspired our people with strong hopes that
n ext. y ar their labor:; will be re\varded with better results than they have been this, although
th y are well pleased with this year's crop. They seem anxious to do everything they can
to better their present condition, H.nd with proper teaching- and encouragement I have great
hopes of seeing many of th'3m at no very distant day capable of producing from the earth a
snff:ici~nt quantity of food to not only surprise but elicit the admiration and praise of all unpreJUdiced white men. We estimat~ the crop raised by Indian labor within 15 miles of the
agency tbi eason, but a. small portion of which bas yet be n gathered, as follows: ,000
bu hels of corn, 2 .500 bu bel of potato s, 00 bushels of othe!' vE-getables. Besides, they
have cut about 100 ton of hay and chopped 160 cords of wood, which, taken in the aggregllt , may b consid red aR quite a respectable showing for a race of uncivilized people that
bl\v lived all of tb ir Jive in ignorance of bow to work so as to obtain even a meager
upp~y of wh~t wa nece ary to sub i t themselves.
bould next year be as favorable for
f~rmmg a th1 has b en, I f 1 onfident that tbe crops raised by the Indians will be four
t1m • large w th oe n n to be ga.tb retl.
on_ of our_ ~ndiao hav plows, and but very few hA.ve wagons, or horses suit11.ble to
:work 10 tb~m 11 t?ey bad th m, con equ otly tb y can do but little yet in the way of plowJu~_or moym th tr crop af r they hav matur d. Two of the bead chief: (John Gra )
Jl and (Two Bear ) ~ato-nonpa, purchased this summer for each of their bands a mow

600 acres of new land broken and 200 acres of old land plowed.
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ing--machine, paying for them wHh theh· beef-hides,· which is certainly commendable, and
shows a desire on tbeir part to become the possessors of farming implements that will be
useful. These people are yet uneducated in the use of their machines, but as they have
watchPd their use in t.he hands of white men, and handle theirs with great care and remarkable judgment, they will no doubt be able to use them to good advantage next year.,
RELATIONS.

The system of issuing rations to the heads of families is a most excellent one, and bas
worked very well at this agency, but as it entails a very ~onsiderable i11crea!3e of labor on
our employes on issue-days, I would recommend the appointment of an assistant storekeeper,
who could be emplo.v ed in other useful service about the agency when not engaged in the
issue·room. Notwithstanding we issue rations regularly every week, and in strict conformity with the published regulations of the Indian Department, constant and bitter complaints are made by th e Indians about the insuffit'iency of them. They have voracious appetites, and to measure the requirements of food for an Indian by that of a white man is a.
grievous ndstake. I have known many of our people to draw their rrgular rations weighed
out liberally on a Monday morning, that would not have an ounce of food in their tepees on
l<'riday night, having eaten the entire week's rations in five days. Such persons arB obliged
to pass the remaining two days until they get another issue without food. unless their friends
should share what little some of thorn might have left with them, or they can induce us to
give thPm a little flour, bacon, or hard-bread. I certainly think that an increase of 25 per
cent. should be mad~ in the present authorized list of rations, and would recommend such
increase.
·
,BUILDINGS.

The contract tor the erection of a portion of our new agency buildings, to be constructed
of brick, has been entered into, and the contractor is now busily at work with a stronQ' force
of men, which will doubtless be increased as the work progresses and the men can be employed to advantage These buildings are to be completed by the 15th of November, and
. when finished will afford u s the much-needed facilit.ies for storing and protecting the Indian
supplies and annuity g-oods which are now stored in buildings tbat are unworthy of the
name of warehouses. W e have nearly eompleted fifty good substantial log houses, 16 by 28
feet, for the Indians, all of which will be ready to occupy in a short time. The erection of
more such houses would please th ese people very much, as a great many of them would
prefer to live in a house heated by a stove upon which they could cook their food, than ,to
exist (for it ean hardly be called living) in a small tepee, which in winter affords but little
protection from the severe cold and violent winds.
ANNUITY GOODS AND SUPPLIES • .

As yet we have not had any time or opportunity to make an Pxamination of the annuity
goons and supplies recently received by us, but as soon as we get into our new buildings
we will make a careful examination of them and submit a special report in relation thereto.
SCHOOLS.

Wh en I assumed charge here I found one school in successful operation, which has been
continued with an average attendance of twenty-five scholars. During the extreme hot
weather it was impossible to enforce very regular attendance of the children, but we expect
to see the school-room crowded in the early part of September.
·
On the 1st of May we opened a boarding-school for boys, under the charge of the Benedictine Fathers, who have labored with untiring zeal to make it a success, and I am gratified
at being able to say that with the poor facilities afforded them th ey have accomplished all
that could have been expected. This school has in regular attendance thirty boys, all of
whom are greatly attached to the reverend gentlemen that have them in charge, and are
making rapid prog-ress toward civilization. About four hours ~n the day are devoted to study,
four honrt; to work in the garden, and the rernaiuder is given to recreation. All of these
boys have had their hair cut short and are dressed in citizens' clothing, which their teachers
procured for them, as the Government supply bad not reached us at the time these children
expressed a willingness to abandon the blanket and leggings and dress like white boys.
The boarding--school is the only practical one for the education and civilization of Indian
childrpn. Ry tLA.t system the child is removed from the influence of the parents, where it
can in tJme acquire, not only the rudiments of an English education, but can be taught
mauy of the habits and customs of civilized life, and be shown by example that labor is honora~le anJ eouducive to happiness and not degrading.
If we had ample and convenient school accommodations we could have 100 or more children constantly in. attendance. 1'he three reverend gentlemen that are stationed here, viz,
Rev,.4.!-Jbntt "M:fl. • h ·• D,~ T...,J,,., r'1l;'· · ·-· ~"!'1. '\!:'<1 RPv. Ffnnt Jerome, are all ver:r- up erior.
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talented, and cultivated gentlemen, and it is something very remarkable to see three such
persons devoting their lives in an isolated place liire this to the advancement of the condition of a race of peo ple who do not seem to appreciate the value of their labors. These
good men have rendered me very great assistance in controlling and governing the Indians,
and when they are provided with suitable quarters to enable them to consummate their plans
for educating and Christianizing them, I am confident that they will do much more for their
benefit than they have yet done, as their minds seem to be entirely absorbed in studying
out what will promote the welfare of these people the most; their attention, however, is now
being devoted more particularly to the children, believing as th ey do that there is a bright
future in store for them. The adult Indians can, by good counsel and kind treatment, be
induced to live in harmony with each other, and J.J eace with white men at the agencies, and
perform some labor; but I think it very doubtful about many of them ever learning to speak
the English language, or adopting but very f~w of the habits and customs of civilized life.
SANITARY.:

The general health of our Indians during the past year has been good ; the mortality
among them I do not think was any greater than is shown in many towns and villages in
the States containing a white population equal to that of our four tribes of Indians. The
prevailing diseases here in the summer are conjunctivitis, diarrhea, a.nd dysentery, and in
winter bronchitis and rheumatism. When sick they generally apply to the agency phy. sician for medicine, which, when given to them, they take away with promises to use it as
directed by the physician; but their attachment to and confidence in their medicine-man is
so strong that they frequently cast the physician's medicine aside, without even tasting it,
and resort to the treatment of their own doctors, whose skill is very d.eficient in the treatment of diseases of an unusual and malignant character.
To give these people proper care in sickness a hospital should be erected near the
agency, where not only the sick could receive such treatment as the nature of their diseases
might require, but the old and infirm could be carefully attended to there, many of whom
die, without our knowledge, from neglect.
MORALS.

The morals of these people are as good as could be expected, having lived all of thl'ir
lives in heathenism. There i no more stealing, fighting, or other unb.wful conduct among
the tribes under our charge than probably exists or might be seen in many ignorant white
communities; but I regrE:t to say that polygamy, as with most heathen people, is quite common, but with the instructions they are constantly receiving from the priests we hope soon
to see a radical reform in this deplorable practice. Prostitution is confined to a very few
depraved women, who willingly place themselves in the power of low, degraded white men,
who are temporarily emp loyed on the reservation, and some of the soldiers at the garrison,
whose self-respect and morals are of a very low order.
SQLTAW·MEN AND HALF-BREEDS.

This class of persons is more numerous at this agency than we would wish, and frequently oceasions us much trouble. M~o~ony of them soeak both the English and Sioux languages, and are therefore very dangerous characters, "as they are const1:.mtly poisoning the
mind of well-disposed Indians with bad ideas, and prompting them to make not only
unreasonable but unjust demands of us. Some of the squaw-men are employed by the
traders, and hay and wood contractors, and receive quite as mueh compensation for their
labor when th~y work as our employes do, and as but very few of them are legally married
to the Indian women that they call their wives, I would respectfully suggest thA.t they
either be compelled to marry their women, and support them aud their children with the
products of their own labor, as white men should do, or leave the reservation.
C TT1NG OF WOOD.

The cutting of cord-wood on this res~rvation by white men to fill Government contract
and supply steamboat has provoked a very bad feeling among our Indians. They have in
council d nounced th Indian Department for not i suing A. peremptory order prohibiting all
wood- ·on tractor , or their employe , from going into our already much depleted fore t to cut
down the timber at uch plA.ce. and in such quant1tio. a. suits their own conveuience without any comp n ation to he Indians. They insi t that they could cut all of the cord-wood
that would b n c ary to supply the r quirements of both the Government and the steamoat , and the n fit ari ing tb refrom should inure to them and not to white men who have
no int r tin tb ir welfare. They further say that the quantity of wood annually being cut
at .and n ar th a.g ucy by, white _men ha b come so great that they (the Indian ) have
enou.s apprehen 100 that .they w1ll be compelled to go a great distance in a few years to
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procure fuel. I have heretofore called the attention of the Department to this subject in ·
spedal communications, and trust that it will receive such consideration as its importance
damands before the chopping of wood commences this season.
MILCH-COWS.
The two herds of milch-cows that we expect will arrive here in a few days for distribution
among the Indians, will receive our prompt attention, and I think I may predict that when
these cows have been distributed their possessors will watch them carefully, and attach great
value to them. As the severity of this climate in winter might be too great for some of this
stock to endure without shelter, l would respectfully recommend the erection of rough logsheds for their protection from the cold cuttmg winds and violent storms which are of frequent occurrence here.
EMPLOYE •
Our force of employes is too small to properly perform the actual necessary service required to be done, and notwithstanding they work constantly and faithfully, yet many duties
are neglected that should be promptly attended to.
THE MILITARY.
The post attached to this agency have at all times cheerfully afford~d us such assistance
as we required, and have in no way interfered with us in the proper discharge of our duties.
'fhe most friendly relations exist hetween the officers at the garrison and myself. The com•
manding officer, Lieut. Col. W. P. Carlin, has been particularly courteous and kind to me,
the acknowledgment of which it gives me great pleasure now to make.
Referring to the accompanying statistics, which have been.prepared hastily in consequence
of the pressure of other duties, and very short notice that I had to forward theD'). in,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W.T. HUGHES,
United States Indian

Agent~

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

YANKTON AGENCY, DAKOTA,
August 23, 1877.
Sm: I have the honor herewith to transmit my sixth annual report of the condition and
progress of the Yankton Sioux Indians of Dakota Territory.
NUMBEH ·OF INDIVIDUALS.
By an actual count of the tribe, I find that there are on this reservation at the presen
time 2,182 Indians and half-casts. This is an increase over any previous year, to be ac
counted for from th~ fact that during the past year the people have been unusually healthy
exempt from epidemics of any kind; and also from the fact that the Yanktons, who have
been absent frolll their reserve f\Jr years, are now beginning to return home again-moved
to do so bP.cause they see the great advantage of living in peace and quiet, and of acquiring the habits of industry.
CONDITION AND HABITS.
To one living constantly among these people, and struggling daily to improve and advance them, t,heir condition and habits seem to change but little and slowly. From others
however, who come among them only from time to time, we are constantly told of their im
provement and progress. Less of the pure Indian dress and paint is seen, fewer tepees or
Judges, more good atJd substantial log-houses and stables, better tilled and larger fields,
he~·ds of cattle in ,rlace of the ber~tofore omnipresent pony, hay-stacks, pig-peus and
ch1cken·coops, begm to make the Ind1an homes resemble more and more the white frontier
settler's horne. The migratory habit, so strong among these people, is gradually giving
w~y, and as home-duties increase will ere long entirely disappear.
To bring this about
soon, I would here earnestly recommend the breaking up ofVILLAGE LIFE.
As long as Indians live in villages they will retain many of their old and injurious
habits. Frequent feasts, community in food, heathen ceremonies and dances, constant
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visiting-these will continue as long a!'l the people live together in close neighborhoods and
villages. Many of the Yanktons are now moving out from the neighborhood villages
upon claims or lands of their own, and I trust that before another year is ended they will
g enerally be thus located upon individual lands or farms. From that date will begin their
real and p!\rmanent progress.
To have this done quickly, permanently, and justly, there should be furnished this agency
at as early a day as practicable a plot of the survey made, and a form of title to be given to
the ht'ad of every family who shall locate his claim and make certain improvements upon
it. Also, as .many of these people are destitute of means to begin an independent home
with, I would suggest the propriety of aiding such beginners with cattle and agricultural
implements, for without such aid it is next to impossible for any one, particularly an untaught Iodian, to make a beginning on a woodless and desolate prairie.
CATTLE-RAISING.

During the past two years I have made earnest efforts to introduce cattle-raising am9ng
these people. From time to time in former years, cattle bad been given to these Indians,
and as constantly had been killed off. Daily complaints came to me that a cow or an ox
bad been killed. I used all the means in my power to prevent this from continuing, but
for a long time without avail, until in despair I called a council of the whole tribe, and, with
the aid of the missionaries, succeeded in passing a set of laws and reg·ulations, carefully prepared, for the protection of the cattle yet remaining, and for all cattle that should come into
our possession in the future, making all the chiefs and headmen of the tribe sign it, and
agree to assist me in enforcing it. Every man who received a cow or ox from the date of
the passage of the law, has signed the agreement. So far, I am pleased to say, this plan
has worlwd admirably; no cattle, as far as I am informed, have been killed on the reserve
for upward of two y ears, without my permission, and small herds of work. oxen and milchcows, with their young, are now to .be seen in every band of the tribe. A great interest has
sprung up among the people with regard to this industry, and whereas a few years ago an
Indi an would turn away in disgust from a dish of milk offered to him, now qnite a large
number not only keep cows, but regularly milk them, and some even make butter.
As this reservation is particularly well adapted to cattle-raising, and as the Yanktons
now will care for cattle, work them, milk the cows, rai se the young, and put up hay and
stables for winter use and protection, and as they have not for many years past received
any cattle as a gratuity, although remaining constantly friendly and on their reserve when
many of their friends were on the war-path against the whites, and urged them to come with
them, and as cattle-raising is in itself a powerful mean s for settling aud quieting the people, I earnestly recommend that a number of cows aud oxen be given to these, people, both
as a reward for past good conduct and as an incentive to further efforts in industry and
peaceable life. If this can be done soon it will be but a short time ere these people will
have cattle euough to furnish their own beef.
AGRICULTURE.

This is another subject of great interest and importance as regards this reserve and these
Indians, as the land belonging to them is peculiarly adapted to all kinds of grain-culture,
pMticularly wheat. During the last three years I have opened up a new agency-farm of
~60 acres, on the high plateau lands, of which the reserve is prin<'ipally compot~ed, a• d
where farming bad never been tried. Of this farm 100 acres have beeu broken during the
pr sent season. We hnve just harvested 120 acres of wheat that will yield between 25 and
:30 bushels per acre. We bA.ve besides ~5 acres of corn, and 5 acres of potatofls, promi ing
to give llS good crop . The old ag ncy farm being unfit for other crops, I have thi year
u. ed it for barley, aud have harvested a crop that will yield, w ben thrashed, about 40 bu hels
per acre.
·
From the result obtained of this experimP.nt plateau farm, I feel confident that, with
ordina1y good gra sand exemption from the grasshopper plague, that now . eems to have
pa:s d away, we Cll.n soon produce wheat enough to give bread to the eutire tribe. In order,
how ver, t do this, at lea t 500 acre of the plateau land should be broken up during next
a on. 'rhi can be done by the Indians and regular Indi an employes of the agency for a.
v ry mall urn, not to exce d 1 per acre, provided plows are furni bed. Thi farm of 700
or 1, 0 acr can be <'Ultivated by the Indian themselves under the direction of the agencyfarmer, th worker b mg paid either by the agent in ca b from the ann uity fund of the
tribe-tb be t way-or in grain wh n barve. ted. Thus this farm will not only give bread
h trib , but will al o be to tbEl Indians a cbool of agriculture and a gr at source of
mploym nt. I ndian cannot b c: me ucc s fnl farmer. until th y have b en taught by one
who h ha
xp rience in w tern farming. The proceed of thi year's farming-about
2 0 acr -will gi.ve about on -third of the flour require l for the tribe for onE' y ar grain
for ag cy
ck, and pota o ~ r u e and planting. If 20 acr can produce this much. it
can r ad1ly be een what we could do with a farm of 1,000 acres.
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SHEEP CULTURE.

This department of our work progresses favorably. The sheep we now have are acclimated
and are doing well. The herd now consists of 1,055 sheep and Jambs. This herd, exclusive
of 300 this spring's lambs, produced this year a fieeee of ovei" 3,000 pounds of excellent
wool, now on haud. With this beginning it will take but a few years ere we will produce
wool enough to clothe this entire tribe.
There is now an estimate for funds before the Department to enable me to build a small
factory, when we can, with Indian labor, manufacture our own clothing from the wool produced ori the reservation, so introducing an additional and important industry among Indiaus,
and utilizing the wool we raise instead of se!Jing at low prices and at great expense of transportation. The wool on hand tb is year would make the Iinsey required by the tribe. If next
year no misfortune befalls us, we eould make the Iinsey and flannel, and the foliowing year
Iinsey, flannel, and satinet. As the expense of building and machinery, there being on hand
a good engine, will not amount to much more than $~,500, I trust I may be allowed to begin this work, so important to this people, this fall and winter, so as to be prepared to weave
in the spring. I shall need no additional white superintendent for this work, as my present
engineer is able both to construct the building and to instruct and 1superintend the weaving.
WJLL INDrANS WORK

7

The question ''Will Indians work~" I .feel we can answer in the affirmative, as far as the
Yanktons are concerned. The entire work of this agency is performed by Indians and halfcasts. Besides doing all the work on their own farms, consist.ing of over one thousand acres,
building houses and stables, making fences, breaking new lands, cutting wood for agency
mills and shops, and for sale to steamboats on .the Missouri River; cutting and s~acki.ng
hay for all their horses and cattle, I find no difficulty' in . procuring good workmen from
among them to do all the regular agency work. Undei· the superintendence of the agency
engineer the following industries are conducted entirely by Indian workmen taught their
trades during the last three years: One grist and saw mill, steam-power, with circular saws,
turning-lath'3s, iron and wood; planing-machine; corn-mill; one tin-shop, where\ all the
tiuware u:sed by the tribe is manufactured; carpeuter and blacksmith shops; slaughter
bouse and issue-rooms. These two last. mentioned are directly under the ca/e of the ageut.
The work required to be done is extensive in all departments. A population of over two
thousand people, unaccustomed to the use of white men's implements, yet a I using more or
less of them, gives constant employment to all our shops and lllills and other .places of work.
Again, under the direction of the agency farmer, all outside and farm work is done. This
embraces all kinds of labor. In winter, the care of stock-horses, cattle, and sheep-hauling wood and logs to ag,.mcy mills and shops, straw and hay for stable use, building sheds
and stables tor stock. In spring, plowing a[)(l planting the farm of over 20U acres, and
assisting Indians who have no means to help themselves with, mending roads and fences.
In summer and fall, the care of corn-fields, breaking new lands, harvesting .grain, and cutting hay, besides other work too multifarious to enumerate. All t.his work is done by these
Indians, and well done. During the great heat of the past harvest season the men have
worked from twelve to fourteen hours per day, and are yet continuing to do so in the hayfield. I can, at any tillle, hire at least two hundred men of these Indians who would gladly
work in this manner aud never complain of it as a hardship. I am daily importuned by
them for work, and it is an unusual thing for one either to strike for higher wages or quit
before he is discharged. If for some years to come we can thus employ these young men
under capable superiutendents, the time will come when they will do well without them.
Indians, who three years ago were seen lounging about in gay blankets, full feather, and
paint, are now to be seen, in white men's clothing, behind the plow and cultivator, and cutting grain and hay with reaper and mower.
SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES.

The work of the school and church goes quietly on among these people. Large numbers
of children are daily taught the rudiments of our education. There is no want of intelligent effvrt on thP. part of superintendents and teachers, and no want of capacity on the part
of the pupils. That regular and coniltant attendance which alone will accomplish fully
what is desired is as yet wanting with many, but will in time be brought about. Some
action should be taken as soo n as practicable to enforce attendance of all children of a proper
age at some one of the schools on the resArvation. The influence of the Christian teacher
and minister among the e people is very great. They are yet in many things far removed
from the h1gh standard held up before them by the Christian church. Yet we see, from day
to day, cbanges for the better, gradual advancement, which, if eontinued, will in time make
the red man, what many of them now are, Christians in every sense of the term. During
the past y ear the attendance, both at school and church, has been mnch larger than
ever heretofore. If it is the determination of this Government to civilize the Indian, too
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great encouragement cannot be given to schools and churches among them. Without the
aid of these the Indian will, in spite of all other aids and appliances, forever remain what
he is, or even become more. degraded. The -work of moral purification and elevation so
much needed belongs peculiarly to the school and church, and without this elevating and
purifying influence among these people no real advancement can be made.
LEGISLATION.

As an aid of no small importance to the work of schools and churches, I would most respectfully recommend legislation for the Indians. I believe the time has come when many
of the tribes now living peaceably on reservations should be protected in life and property
by the law of the land;· should he amenable to that law in all respects. At the present
time many practicPs prevail i11jurious and pernicious to the last degree, and will so continue
until prevented by law. So long as this is the case great hinderance to progress of all kinds
will exist. Many of the Sioux tribes are yet unfit for this step, but I feel sure that the
Santee Sioux of Nebraska, the Yankton Sioux of Dakota, and other like tribes are both fit
and earnestly desire to be taken under the protection of the law of the land .

•

INJURIOUS PRACTICES AND PROSPECTS.

Among these, one of the most prominent is the constant habit of these people to go
armed. Revolvers, guns, and swords of all kinds are constantly seen in the bands of these ·
people. As the Yanktons are at peace with all their neighbors, white and Indian, I cannot
see the neeessity or propriety of thus being constantly armed. I believe it would be for
their welfare to have these arms, useless and cumbersome, exchanged for good axes and
plows.
Another matter which I fear may work to the injury of the Ytmktons, is the proposed removal Of Spotted Tail agency to this imm ediate neighborhood. To bring these people into
close contact with a much larger tribe of Indians, yet comparatively in their wild state,
will, I fear, have on them a very serious influence, aud may destroy much of the good thus
far accomplished.
.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN G. GARMANN,
Dnited States Indinn Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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HAJ.L INDIAN AGENCY,

Idaho, August 15, 1877.
SIR : I have the honor to submit the following annual report for the year ending this <late:
Up to the morning of the 7th instant, at which time an inc1dent occurred which will be
hereafter mentioned, the past year bas been a very quiet and peaceable one with the Indians under my charge. There have been no contentions among themselves; and the whites
in the vicinity have made no complaints to me of wrongs perpetrated by them.
NUMBER OF INDIANS,

Last fall, previous to issuing the annuity goods, an accurate census of all the Indians
pre ent was taken, as follows: Bannocks, 21~; Sitos/tones, 845. I estimate that fully 450
were absent at the time in the buff11lo country and on the road to and from the grounds.
SUBSI TENCE.

As will be remembered, 1,362 Indians WE're fed during the previous winter upon a supply
of rations barely sufficient for one-half that nun.ber; and in view of that fact, and on the
Ruppo ition that the quantity of sub i tence would not be increased, very many went away
for the winter, pr ferring to take their chances in the buffalo country. A so many of them
wer ab ent la t wmter the supply of food was ample; and the weather being very mild
they wer more ucce · ful in bunting in the mountains near the agency than at any time
since I have had charge.
INDIAN FARM ,

eventy famili , embracing 450 persons, engaged in farming operation for themselves
thi pring, an incr a of 3 · lamilie Lover thos ] thus engaged last y ar. 'l'hey have cultivat d ~40 acr of laud, of which 1 0 acre were se d d with grain and 50 acre with potato s
and oth r v g tabl .
f this umb r, 26 families lo ·ated on Bannock and .Me haw r ek ,
uth~ t f the ag n ·y. They have broken np new land, dug irrigating ditcbe ,
3 .mil
bu!lt. corrals, ff:nce , c. All of the Indians worked hard in putting in their crop!:!. They
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had a very good stand of grain and vegetables, and would have had a good harveRt had it
not been for the grasshoppers, which commenced hatching out about the . middle of May.
By the Jst of June the g·round was literally covered wjth them, and they commenced their
ravages upon that portio~n of the crop outside of the large irrigating canals, completely deRtroying 75 acres of grain at Ross ll'ork, and nearly all on Bannock and Meshaw Creeks.
That portion of the farm inclosed with the canal escaped the young 'hoppers, but when the
large swarms of flying ones came in July our water-ditches were no protection. The Indians
fought them as best they coultl : still the damage done was very severe. 'fhe crops are estimated as follows: Wheat, 600 bushels; oats, J 00 bushels; potatoes, 4,500 bushels.
Although the Indians are somew bat disheartened at this small result of their labors, none
of them are entirely discouraged, and are already enquiring of me what provision has been
made for wagons, harness, implements, &c., for another year.
THE AGENCY FARM
consists of 35 acres, divided as follows: Wheat, 7 acres; oats, 18 acres; potatoes and
garden, l 0 acres.
The size of the agency farm was considerably reduced this year, I thought it best to give
the lands to the Indians to cultivate for themselves; and besides, the funds allowed for pay
of employes is too small to do any farming at all. The increased number of Indian farm-·
ers, with the constant watching of their crops 11.nd repairing of their implements, require:> all
the attention of the employes during the cropping season. The same remarks regarding ravages by g1asshoppers apply to agency farm, except that no portion of the whole crop was
entirely destroyed. The crop is estimated at 70 bushels wheat; 300 bushel~; oats; 1,200
bushels potatoes ; GO tons hay.
BUILDINGS,

ETC.

RE~AIRS,

A wagon-shed, 20 by 40 feet, has been built of pine logs; and a tool-hous~, 20 by 30 feet,
has been erected from lumber taken from two old buildings. It is much too small for the purpose, but will answer until such time as we can build a hetter one. A good substantial barnyard corral of logs was put up early in the spring, and 700 yards of wire-fence made around
a portion of agency farm. The old log buildings put up when the ~gency was first established are constantly needing repairs. It would be economy to tear them down and put up
substantial frame buildings.
The Iudians to whom the 15 milch cows were issued in May last, have built substantial pole
corrals, and -the farmers have put up 700 rods of fence of 1he same material.
A six-ton cattle scales has been added to the conveniences of the agency, and by this, to. I!Pther with a thorough repairing of the slaughter-house, and the arrangements for killing-,
dressing, &c., the labor of preparing beef for issue is reduced one-half, and the mode of
domg it is much improved.
The physician's bouse, which was attached to the agent's house, has been removed to a
more convenient and pleasant location, and a kitchen added.
MILLS, E'l'C.
I am now engaged in the erection of a water saw-mill near the timber in the mountains.
The saw-mill attachment of the steam-mill will be moved, and a turbine wheel purchased
with funds from miscellaneous receipts. The project can be carried into successful operation without addit.ional expense to the Government.
The flour-mill, shingle and planing mills are in good condition.
MISCELLANEOUS.
I have to report a very serious affair which occurred here on the morning of the 7th
instant. Robert Boyd and Orson James, both freighters, were shot by a youog Bannock
Indtan, and severely wounded, the former in the n eck and the latter in the back-bvth fleshwounds. The men were immediately taken in charge by the agency physician, who has
been untiring in his efforts for their comfort. At this writing they are both improving rapidly. !he Bannocks had been rather restless for sev.eral days previous to this occurrence,
part~y m co.nsequence of the Nez Per~e war, and partl.y because of a rumor that troops were
comtug to fight them. On the mornmg of the shootmg a tramp came to the trading-post,
stating be had been driven in by hostiles. The Indians, suppodng that the Nez Perces were
near the agency, made hurried preparations to go in pursuit. During the excitement a Bannock Indian shot the two teamsters as above mentioned. The headmen of both tribes denounced the shooting, and promised that the murderer should be arrested and severely punished.
For.sanitary condition of agency, I respectf)llly refer you to report of physician inclosed
herewith.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. ·H. DANILSON,
Acting Unitf.d States Indian Agent.
The CoMMlSSlONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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Lapwai, Idaho, Au~ust 15, 1877.
SIR. In compliance with the requirements of the Department, I respectfully submit the
following as my annual report on matters pertaining to this reserve.
,
Since my last annual report was made, some of the wild, roving Indians have abandoned
their former mode of living and taken farms on the reserve, planted their crops, and are now
harvesting them, and, after retaining enough for their year's supply, will have a surplus for
sale.
The Indians who have been living on the reserve for sowe years have Rteadily adv11nced
in civilized pursuits, as can be readily seen by any one who takes an interest in Jr..dian
advancement. There are many who ridicule the idea of civilizing and Christianizing an
Indian, and by word and deed oppose anything of the kind. Such are•opposed to the lndians
receiving any consideration whatever, but would like to see the whole Indian race exterminated, making no distinction between good and bad Indians.
_
The Indians living at Kamiah and vicmity have made the most progress in civmzation of
any of the Indians on this reserve. The secret of this is, tl tat said Indians are located 25
miles from any settlement of whites and about 75 miles from Lewiston. The Indians in
question seldom leave their homes, except when called away on buc;iness. The increase in
cultivated acreage a.t Kamiah and vicinit.y during the past year amounts to about 800 acres.
They ha.ve good crops of wheat, oats, corn, a:nd all kinds of vPgetables, and the surplus will
be gr~ter than any previous year. The surplus is packed in to the mines and disposed of
to miners and settlers, the Indians receiving cash fo1; the same. They generally do their
trading semi-annually, in the spring and fall, at Lewiston, returning home as soou as they
have got through with their business.
It bas been remarked by several Army officers, whq have visited Kamiah since the outbrel'lk among the non-treaty Indians, that it is t.he most prosperous Indian settlement they
have ever seen. Some say it compares favorably with the best Indian farming in the Indian
Territory. I have always avoided exaggeration in my reports, thus giving no person or persons a reason to expect to see more than can actually be seen when coming here as in pectors
or otherwise. Col. E. C. Watkins, inspector Indian affairs, will probably make a full report
concerning affairs on rhis reserve. I venture the assertion that no tribe of Indians can be
found who have made the progress that these Indians have made during the past six years.
The Indians living along tl.le Lapwai Creek and tributaries have made commendable
progress, also those of other portions of the reserve, but not so much as the Indians at
Kamiah and vicinity: the cause of which is that they are nearer Lewiston, and are more
under the influence of bad and designing white men.
A regard s educational matters , I have to say that, up to the time of the breaking out of
hostilities , the schools were in a good condition, the scholars having made encouraging progress; but when the first reports of hostilities came in all was excitement. It was lik e a
thunder-bolt out of a clE>ar sky, so unexpected. The Kami ah. chool was closed about the
lttst of JunP, and emp loyes brought to Lapwai, as Kamiah was in great danger, being only
about 20 miles from where the Indians (hostiles) were most of the time.
The l'!cholars belonging to the Lapwai school were k ept here, but., owing to the excitement,
their mind s could not be kept on their studies; hence they were instructed only in industry,
such as gardening by the boys, and sewi ng and general house-work by the girls; and all
employe:S (male) were formed as a guard, and employed in doing guard·duty and attending
to the general work at the agency. Those not employed during the day stood guard during
tbe night.
It had been my intention to keep both schools open throughout tbe whole season, in order
to keep the childrPn away from their parents and the influence of those who do not live as
the more civilizeJ do. My idea wa , by keeping them under the care and influpnce of the
matrons and teachers continually, they might be advanced the more rapidly in sveakiug
Engli h, which i a. very difficult thing to do. They will read aud write the Engli h language very readily, but it is a hard matter to get them to speak it.
Most of the g irl. can and do m11.ke their own dresses and u11derclothing, and render considerable as!ii ·tance in general house-work. The large boys can plow and do general farmw rk very creditably.
Four ~f the ~ung men who have been receiving in struction under Miss S. L. Mr13eth,
teach r m th day- chool at Kamiah up to July 1, 1 77, vi ited Portland, reg., and Puget
ounJ country during the month of June last. It was the first time that any of them ever
aw a town of mor than 1, 000 or 1,500 inhabitants. They were much pleas d with what
th Y aw while traveling from point to p :-int. During th ir tay in Portland the four men
w re ex~mioPd by a c mmitt e appointed by the "Presbytery of Oregon," and licen. ed to
pr ach to an t ch heir p ople. They were well received by all with whom they mc::t, and
r c iv d Ollie uit~ fla.t!ering notices in the daily paper publi hed in Portland. Th y made
hort addr : · b •for la.rg audien ·e in the Presbyterian church in Portland, al oat lym h. Their
it ba be n f grE>at benefit to thems lve. and their people, a lhey have
pia
broug.ht tlack to th 1r peopl infurmati n concerning th e number and enterpriRe of the whit - •
of • .h•ch t . a gr at x u th y w re ignorant, and what i told them by the fonr men i
recem:d WJLb mor credence than if coming from others than their own people. They can
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converse in English, translate Nez Perce into English, English into Nez Perce, ·write in both
languages, &c.
There are two full-bloods worldug in the shops; one at Kamiah, filling the position of carpenter at that place, reeeives $ :~00 per annum salary; the other is in tile blacksmithshop at Lapwai, and receives his living and elothing. The carpente r-i.e., the one at Kamiah menti oned above-can build a common box-house, make sa,sh, doors, window and door
.
frames, chairs, tables, &c.
As to the numb er of houses built duri!1g the past year, I cannot report many. Some five
log and one box a re all the houses that have been erected by the Indians, assisted by the
earpenters, during the past year, and th ey were put up during last fall. Had it not been
for the outbreak among the non-treaties there would have been quite a number of houses
ereeted during the past summer and coming fall. In faet, as soon as logs can be sawed at
the mills preparations will be made looking to the putti11g up of several houses.
In regard to the mills, I would report that at Lapwai tbe saw-mill has undergone a
thorough rep airing, and in a few days will be comp leted. However, during the past year
we have not been able to do any sawing of logs.
The grist-mill, also, has been repaired and raised. and both are now in a ver.v good conclition, or will be when new bo lting-cloths are put in, which I have asked permission to do.
The mills at Kamiah are in need of some repairs and machinery. In the way of rPpairs, the
boiler needs a thoroug h overhauling, and of machinery, the grist-mill ought to have a smutmachine. A~ soon as I can save enough from the limited and meager appropriati~n for
"repairs of all agency buildings, providing the shops and mills with tools, materials, aud
machinery, &c.," I will ask for the neeessary authority to make said repairs and purchase
said machinery.
The appropriation referred to is entirely too small. Up to July 1, 1874, said appropriation.
was $3,800 anunally; since then it has been only $1,300 per annum. From said $1,300 I
have to purchase tools and materials for two blacksmith-shops, two wagon and p low maker
and carpenter shops, and materials and machinery for two grist and two saw mills. It can
be readily seen that the appropriation is inadequate.
The sanitary condition of the tribe is very good.
At the councils held last spring by General Howard and myself with Joseph's and Wh ite
Bird's bands of Indians and other small bands, all appeared to be satisfied with the settlement agreed upon. '!'bey agreed to mo.ve on the reserve by a certain time, had selected the
lands upon whieh to lo~ate, but on the very day that they were to go upon the lands selectedall having left their old or former homes and moved their stock and families to the borders
of the reserve- a party of six from "White B ird' s" hand commenced tbe murdering of citizens on Salmon Ri ver, thus bringing on another Indian war. As soon as the war broke out
the Indi a ns living on the reserve, with but vei·y few exceptions, and those living outside, immediately took sides with the whites, and rendered valuable assistance to the Army as scout~'!,
carriers of di spatch es, keeping the different commands informed as to the movements of the
hostiles , and in furni shing horses. The exceptions referred to above were non-treaties. I
do not know of a single Christian Indian having left his home and joined the hostiles.
The Indians at Kamiah, under James Lawyer, head chief of th e tribe, guarded the Government property a t that place, and when the hostiles were fighting within 25 or 30 miles of
Kamiah, he forme d a company of his Indians and brougbt the employes of that place to
Lapwai. although the hostiles were liable to hear of their move and fall upon them at any
time. The Indians removed many articles from the buildings at Kamiah and hid tlnm in
their grain-field ", fearing that th e hostiles might burn the buildings or sa<.:k tLem. Said
arti cles ha ve sin ce beeu returnea.
Th e religiou s interes ts of the tribe have not decreased. Last May R ev. John R. Thompson, of Olympia , W as h. , made us a missionary visit, spending some three weeks with this
people, and preaching at Kamiah and Lapwai. . During his stay he received iuto the Presbyterian church 12 men and 18 women, aud baptized quite a number of children.
In conclusion, I would say, taking into consideration the unsettled state of affairs, I have
no reason to feel di sheartened at the progress made by these Indians during the past year,
nor at the present condition of the reserve and its Iudie.ns. They have dune well, and are
deserving of great credit.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
JNO . B. MONTIETH,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

OFFICE UNlTF.D STATES INDIAN AGENT,
CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHOF; AGENCY,
Darlington, Ind. 1'er., August 31, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with Department instructions, I have the honor to submit the following as m_y sixth annual report of the condiLion of the service at this agency, being fur t 3e
year endmg August 31, 1877.
32 I
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The following table will show the number of Indians-men, women, and children-now
at and belougiug to this gency, and the number of families into which they are divided:
No. of
Men.
Women. Children. Total.
Name of tribe.
families.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -1-- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - 2, 299
957
!122
Cheyennes ...................................... ..
427
1, 766
650
Arapahoes . ...................................... .
289
563
937
31!6
Northern Cheyennes ........................... ..
1Y3
238
Total at agency ............ ,. ............. ..

1, 323

1, 686

1, 993

5, U02

Cheyenne prisoners at Saint Augustine, Fla....... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Arapahoe prisoners at Saint Augustine, Fla....... .......... ....... .... ....................
Arapahoe prisoners at Moundsville, W.Va........ .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. ..

28
2
1

Total number belonging to agency........... .. .. . .... .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • ..

5, 033

On October 11, 1876, the greater portion of the Indians left the ageney on their u~ ual
buffalo-bunt, accompanied by William E. Malaley, agency employe, as my representative,
and a small detail of troop~ from Fort Reno, l11dian Territory. During the early part of the
winter they were very successfu l in securing an abundance of buffalo for subsistence on the
RPaver and Wolf Creeks, southwest of Camp Supply. The greatest mistal'e made by the
Indians was in loading themselves down with the robes taken from the "killing" iu the latter part of October and November, when the shortness of the fur rendered the skins almost
valueless. Later in the season the Indians generally concentrated on the Wolf and Main
Canadi11n, where many of them remained until the latter part of March, 1877, when they
Wfore 1 eq uested to report at the agency, where the major portion of them arrived about the J st
of April.
About mid-winter the pony herds of the hunting parties were "raided" on by the common curse of this country, horse-thieves, who kept up their depredations with great vigilance and success until the last Indian had left the plains, leaving some of them without a
pony, who were obliged to trust to their friends for transportation to the agency. Mr. Malaley, with hiM detail of three meu, was powerless to protect their herds from the thieves, and
ouly succeeded, after une<>asing efforts, in recapturing a small portion of the stock stolen
from them . In all, about 160 animals were taken from them, and a very low estimate would
be $25 per head, which ·would mal{e the loss $4,000. Of the above loss Mr. Mala ley n•eovered 44 head, at $25-$ 1,100; thus leaving· a loRs to the Indians of $2,!.100. The majority
of those stolen animals were passed through the regular channel via H odge City to the
western portion of Kansa , and disposed of to innocent parties, br are being h.eld by members of the "gang." Quite recent-ly I have information that three valuable artimals, the
property of Interpreter George Bent, stolen as above set forth, are now in D aaJwood, Wyo.,
being driven to a grocer's delivery-wagon. Such losses are very discouraging to these Indians, and is but a repetition of that old story that brought on the war of 1874 .
mce the Indians rt-turned to the agency but three raids have been made on their herds,
and they of very recent date. Ou the 16th in~tant three of the "orig-inal gang" made a
dash on an Arapahoe herd, and se~;ured lfi ~;hoke poni es. The owners soon di covert'c.l
th ei r lo s, and took tho trail, which led in the direction of Little Salt Plains, on the Cimarron
River. The thieves, on being overtaken, concluded ' 1 discretion the better part of va.lor,"
abandoned their booty, carrying their addles on their backs. hould these people be permitted
to go on the plaius the coming- wiuter, they should be accompanied by at least ~5 good
troops and one commissioned officer. After five m011ths of bard riding and persistent efforts
in _all ki_ml of weather, traveling over 4,000 miles, 1r. Malaley brought in only one horsethief, w1th whom he had slept on the ground, chained fast to himself for 21 nights, in order
to preveut his escape.
'!:he collection of r~be J;>Y the Indians them elves during the winter was about 7,000, for
wh iCh th y have received m trade about 5 for ea(;h robe. In addition to the above source
of incom , the trau rs have purchased from white hunters in Texas 15,000 buffalo km ,
w~ich bnve be n plac<>d in the hand of the Indian and tanned, for which tbey have received an avcragP of 2 ca h, anu the saving to the ' overnment in subsi tence is7, 0 robe a.t.·5.... .. ... ... ...... ..• ••• .... .•.• .... .... ...... .•.. .•.• .... 35,000
15,0U robe todre at · ·~----- .................... .............. ........... 30.0 0

I think
t a er t
there b 'J
the pa t

65,000
I c"n satcly ~y th'lt the Indians ha.ve appreciated the opportunity offered by the
e11rn the rnean . to supply the defi-:ieocy in the rations is ued to them, and I knoiV
never been so little complaint of hunger sinco my c nuection at this agency as
uwmer.
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INDIAN F.ARMING.
Under the management of head farmer J. A. Covington, the Indians were advised and
induced to disband to a greater extent thau ever before, parth;ularly the Arapahoes, and
each begin an individual enterprise in farming; and receiving authority from the honorable
superintendent of Indian affairs to assist them in breaking small parcels of land, I gave
notice that I would only break land for such as would agree to break a like parcel for themselves. The exceeding heavy rains of May and June and the subsequent dry weather prevented the breaking of as much land as I bad dP.sired; yet we have made a beginning, and
next year may hope for something more than sod-corn.
Number of acres plowed by Indians, (new land) .................................. 123
Nnmber of acres plowed by Indians, (old land) ................................... 222
Number of acres plowed by contractor, (newhnd) ................................ l(J~
Total acres plowed .................... ---· ............................... 4!17
All of which was planted to corn, pnmpkins, and melons, and promises a moderate yield.
I am gratified to note a decided advance made by these Indians in their appreciation of
the rights of individual property. L eft Hand, an Arapaho chief, made this point very emphatic in a recent speech, which was in substance: "I have worked bard all summer breaking ground, building fence, planting and cultivating corn, melons, &c., and now lazy Indians hang around my camp and eat me poor:" and in proportion as they labor themselves
they will learn the cost and appeciate the value of what they may have and the necessity of
individualizing their efforts.
OTHER INDUSTRIES.
About the 1st of July, by authority from the honorable superintendent, 325 head of stork
cfl.ttle were purchased, and divided equally between the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, with a
view of assisting them to establish small herds to be cared for by themselves, and with the
object of placing them on a basis that will eventually lead to self-support and self-relianee.
And in this connection I am convinced that these people can bt~tter turn their attention to
grazing than to fa rming ex tensively; and in order that the above cattle might be placed .in
the bands of deserving persons and that the Government might be partially compensated for
the same, I l1iuged the distribution of them along with the CHEYENNF; AND ARAPAHOE
THANSPORTATION COMPANY, and with each of the 40 wagons gave an equal share of them.
In this connection I des ire to express m_yself as highly gratified with the promptness with
which our law-makers aud government officials have responded in making way for direct.ing
the energies of these peop.e. The proposition as set forth in my last annual report, that the
Indians should be allowed the privilege of transporting their own supplies from the nearest
railroad point, was de<:ided as being out of order last year, but provision having been made
or such enterprise this year, it is my pleasure to report that 40 wagons complete were purchased by the honorable superintendent, and on the 19th ultimo the Indians in charge of .T.
A. Covington and William E. Malaley--employes-left this agency with 160 bead of th eir
best animals, arriving at Wichita, Kans., (a distance of 165 miles,) on the 25th of same
month. Three days were required to set up the wagons, and on the 28th ultimo the train
left Wichita loaded with about 65,000 pounds of supplies, most.ly sugar and coffee, arriving
at agency on the lOth and lith instants, with everything in'· good order and condit.ion."
On the ltith instant the train left the ag·ency on its second trip, and on the 24th were reporteu
at Wichita, taking On other supplies. This scheme, although considered very novel by some ,
anu impractical by others, has from its first inception been regarded by me as being entirely
practicable, being backed by a foundation of right and supported by a who esome inducement and opportunity to engage in some commendable industry. In the disposition of these
wagons great care was taken to place one or more in each band, so that no one band could
say that," We do not like to haul your rations," and for the further reason that if it becomes
necessary (and I hope it never will) to say," Your rations are at Wichita; if you want them
go haul them," would only be felt by such persons as refused to work for their own interests.
'l'he enterprise has so far advanced now as to demonstrate the fact that Indians can transport
their own supplies, and that, too, with their own teams, the Government advancing the
wagons and harness. The coming spring we expect to have saved to the InJians and Government 40 wagons and !:lO sets double harness in good cnndition for other use. The ouly
obstacle that I have met with in this enterprise is the query,'' Why are not the Wichitas,
Kiowas, and Comanches required to do the same Y"
MANUAL-LABOR BOARDING·SCHOOL.
This school has been conducted under the management of John H. Seger the past year, .
:with gratifying results, as will appear from the annexed report of Mr. Seger, from wh1ch
will be seen that improvements have not only been made in letters, but also in adapLing
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themselves to many industrial pursuits with satisfactory results in the way of gain, which
is the just reward for industry.
Including former investments in young stock, and increase thereof, and embracing the
past year's investments of fnnds derived from sale of surpfus produee, and for compensation
(in part) for services rendered in supplying places of white employes at mission, the school
children now own 171 head of cattle and 40 head of stock hogs, which, at a fair valuation,
are worth in cash $1 ,i:li;2; and the indications are now favorable for a fair y ield of corn,
&c., from the present year's crop, which consists of J20 acres corn and 10 acres garden and
other truck. The mission herd is now so large that it requires the services of two boys all
th e time, who are supplied from the school-room by detail. Mr. Seger, with the assistance
of his older Indian boys, is now plaeing in stack 60 tons of excel len t hay for Government
stnck the coming winter; and, in addition to this, is also placing in stack about 15 tons for
private animals about the agency at the rate of $5 per tou, the schoo l-boys receiving the pay
therefor &s encouragement for their labor. Since July 1, two of the older school-boys-Dan
Tucker and Ah-tuck-have been employed by me as herders. Dan Tucker having acquired
- su:ffieient know ledg-e of letters and figures to be able to read and understand orders given by
me, enables him to fill a responsible position, and render himself generally useful, not only
to bimRelf, by drawing wages, bnt also to the Government and to the tribe by a practical
example of "you can now see th at it pays to go to school and to Jearn how to work;" and
that those who put forth their best efforts are the first to be trusted aud benefited.
Eight years of experienee in operating Indian sehools has convinced me that a mere lite·
rary education, without the more important element of industry, is but time poorly spent;
and as we eannot expect this generation to obtain a livelihood fi-om their knowledge of letters, a practieal knowledge of industrial pursuits will be worth ml~ch more to them when
th ey arrive at manhood and womanhood and embark in life for themselves, than to negleet the
industrial with a view to becoming proficient in literary kn owledge; but the two should be
equally developed, in order that most good may result therefrom.
By authority of the hon orable superintendent a contract was let in last month for the
ereetion of an addition to lhe present mission building for tbe special purpose of having
larger dining-room facilities, and with a view to taking in an additional number of children,
and it is our intention, as soon as the building is complete, to increase the number to 140
pupils; the additional children (about 30) we wish to secure from the Northern Cheyennes,
who recently arrived at this agency. In this way we hope to secure their loyalty to all the
interests of their new home. Cut Finger, an Arapahoe chief, says: "We want our children
educated in the school, aud also in your religion."
The annuit.V' goods for Cheyennes and Arapahoes consisted, as usual, of blankets, blue
cloth, calico,jeans, axes, hoes, pans, &c., but were not delivered at the agency in time to
he i sueJ before the Iudians left for their winter's hunt, and consequently were left in store
(except a small issue to a few who remained at agency) until April 25, J 877, when they
"'ere issued to the heads of families, on presentation of the fam ' ly ration-check, in the presence of Col. J. K. Mizner, of Fort Reno, who had been detailed for that purpose. Thi
manner of issue was not very highly appreciated, nor approved at first, by some of the
chiefs and heaJmen, who have usually made the distribution by bands, after having fir t
remembered themselves. I think, however, that the justness and fairness of the di tributiou
so commended itself to their better thoughts as to convince them that the less said on this
snhiect the better it would be for them; and the same may be said of the distribution of the
weekly ration.
lt is quite a loss to a chief or band of soldiers to be shorn of the "lion's share" of the
rations to feast upon, and to sec the ration-check go into the hands of the squaws, and they
walk up to the issue-countPr and receive their weekly allowance, and bear us tell them to
"tal•e it to your own lodge and eat it yourselves." At first we seemed to lose the hearty
co-operation of a portion of the chiefs, but the method wA.s so highly approved by the common p ople that all were forced to admit its fairness and fall into line with their approval.
This very ystem of i ning rations has a greater tendency to break up bands, old cu tom
of fpastiug, c c., at the expen:e of others than any other means y t adopted by the Department.· and the question very naturally comes up in the minds and in the <>xpression of the
<·hief. and soldiery, What honor is there in b ing a chief if we have no say in the distribution of annuities and sub istence, and to receive no more than the common people 7
TEMPERANCE.

I Fay "temp r_ance," because I have n<'t known of a single ca e of drunkenne

by any

mem~ ·r f t_h tnbe~ und r my charg dming the pu. t year; and owing to pr tty trict rule
~n th1
uhJ ·ct havmg bl'en nfore d in tLe pa t, but little intoxicating drink ha b en

mtrod uc d n th r . :vation. My purp s now i to a.rr t and place in the guard-b on e
very w~ut _ p~r on (c1t1z ~1) f und intoxical d on the r erve; anJ if repeated, to end them
b yond 11 llm1t , and not1fy other agents of my action.
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EMPLOYES,

The employe force at this agency has not been sufficient to carry on the necessary work
and to render the needed assistance in teaching the Indians how to work. During the past
spring I agreed to assist in the building of ten houses fur Indians, they to perform a portion
of the labor, the balance to be done by employes. Since then the Department bas reduced
my force of employes two, (teacher as laborer and miller as assistant farmer,) and it will be
impracticable to perform the necessary work for their construction with present employes.
One of said homes has been completed; and one other begun, but suspended on account of
employes being discharged. Covington and Malaley are now w1th the Cheyenne aud Arapahoe Transportation Company, and must of necessity continue with it until about November 1. Taking into consideration the addition of 937 more Indians from the north, increasing the number to be cared for to 5,002 persons, I urge the necessity of more employes, or
we shall surely fail on soltle points.
SANITARY.

Soon after the Indians returned from the chase, in April, mGasles broke out in an opedemic
form, and notwithstanding the faithful and unceasing care and medical attention of our
worthy agency physician, L.A. E. Hodge, the ''badge of mourning" is worn by the heads
of almost every lodge in the two tribes. Out of lU children in school 74 were down with
measles at one tirue, thus convfwting the school building into a 'hospital and the teachers
and workers into nurses; and as a happy result, under the skilled supervision of Dr. Hodge
and the faithful attention of all the school-workers, every child was restored to health. In
this we gained a very important point with the camp Indians, demonstrating the advantage
of our manner of treatment over theirs, and the superiority of warm houses over that of the
damp lodge in sickness. One family of five children were all taken off except one, who was
in school. The Arapahoes say they lost 136 children and the Cheyennes 83 during the
epidemic. Since that time the health of the Indians and employes has been comparatively
gooJ.
NORTHERN CHEYENNES.

These people, 927 in number, arrived at this agency on the 5th instant, Lieutenant Lawton, Fourth United States Cavalry, in charge. They first reported to Col J. K. Mizner, of
Fort Reno, and after enrollment by families and the adjusLment of some other matters ou the
6th instant, were formally transferred to my charge ou the 7th, and placed in camp with the
Cheyennes of this agency, where a g-eneral time of rejoicing and feasting was kept Llp for
several days. In council, these Indians assure us that they have come south to join their
relatives and friends, where they hope to live in peace. Their connection with this agency
has been so short that I have not yet been able to fathom the under-current, (there is always
an under-current,) yet I have not1ced a marked difference in their manner of accepting the
situation. Those of this agency are disposed to accept the Department regulations and requirements with confidence and cheerfulness, while those from the north do not hesitate to
make unreasonable demands. The family ration-cheek was a great obstacle to t\lem at tirst,
and in order to control the distribution, some of the chiefs and soldiers compelled all the
women of their bands to pour the issue in one general pile again, and after taking the "lion':i
share," distributed the remainJer among the common people. On this occurrence I found
it necessary to make known Department regulations, and impressed them with the necessity
of carrying them into effect in the future, which has been complied with. The Cheyennes
of this agency say that some of these northern friends ''talk and act foolish," but the_y
think they will soon become satisfied. It is not singular that we should find among them a
feeling of distrust, as it is but a very short time since they were in open hostility to the
whites, and many of them are now mourning the loss of sons and brothers in battle, aud
others are suffering from wounds received in battle against the whites. It will require time,
firm and just treatment, to win their confidence, and when this is gained, I shall expect progress.
RELIGIOUS INTEREST.

The mission children have been convened regularly each Sabbath, and after the usual exerciRe of opening have been divided into ten classes, and a suitable teachf\r put in charge,
whose aim bas been to teach them the truths of the Bible and our religion in such a way as
seemed best adapted to their understanding. We have also had in regular attendance about
forty camp Indians, who have been instructed by our faithfu l co-worker John F. Williams,
agency blacksmith, whose pi ty and knowledge of their language render his services in this
direction very acceptable, and I trust effective; and although we see but little fruit just now,
yet I have faith to believe that ''bait" is now being scattered that will eventually attract
many souls into the "Gvspel net." In this connection, I de.sire to say that we have beeu
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encourag-Pd and strengthened by the presence and comforting truths of the gospel from our
friends Elkanah Beard and wife, ministers of the Society of Friends, and also the Rev. S.
S. Hanry, who has been sent among us as the missionary from the Mennonite Church.
CONCLUSION.

Laying down as n general rule for the government of my words and actions a desi1'e to
promote the welfare of these Indians by inducing them to earn their living in some way,
thus becoming producers instead of consumers, and acknowledging the support and forbearance of my superiors in office, and acknowledging the mercy and goodness of our
Heavenly Father in watching over myself, family, and the many interests of this agency
during the past year, and with the prayer for the continuance of his blessings,
I am, very respectfully,
JNO. D. MILES,
United States Indian Agent.

Ron.

WM. NICHOLSON,

Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Lawrence, Kans.

CHEYEN~TE AND ARAPAHOE AGENCY, INDIAN TERRJTORY,

August 24, 1877.
SIR: Concerning the manual labor and boarding school under my care, I respectfully
enbmit the following:
School opened October 1, J876, after a partial vacation of three months; soon numbered
1 13-all we could accommo 'ate. Three te achers were employ ed in the school-room, under
whose care the children made rapid improvement. At the close of the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1877, each scholar in school could write his own name and print Lis lesson; 9 who
began the alphabet learned to spell and read the lessons on four charts; 86 who began iu
the chart class were advanced to the first reader; 16 of this num her were advanced from
first to the second reader. Th e furthest advanced in arithmetic work in denominate num h ers;
~H work in the :6rst three and 8 in the first four rules of arithmetic. 'l'bey have acquired
much general knowledge, such as speaking English, counting money, days of the week
and months, scriptural texts, &c.
We have paid great attention to industrita.l interests, and have been encourag-ed by what
has been accomplished in this .department. We ht~ove children that can do almost every
kinu of work carried on at the ageucy or in the school. "\Ve have tned to have every
employe a teacher in every sense of the ·word, both by precept and Axample. The baker
tau ght children to bake; the cook taught them to cook: the seamstress tt.mg-bt sewmg; aud
the matron and assi tant matron tanght general bouse-work. The children have also been
tau ght to take care of milk and make butter; one girl about 13 years old bas cut and made
20 dresses; three girls understand running a sewing-machine; one boy does the butchering
and cuts the meat for tbe school ; one boy works in the bake-room, and bids fair to master
the trade; one boy feeds Government stock, another takes eare of the bogs and hauls water,
and one works at mending shoes aud harness; others milk ancl herd cows; and so on, till
all the work i done. At present some of the boys are working on the new audition to the
school building, lathing, attending the mason, and hauling stone and sand. Since October
1, we have paid the children. '400 for su<:h work as took the place of white employes. Th ey
have expended the money a judiciously as would white children of their ages. The girls
have purchased with their earnings 200 yard of calico for dresses, J6 yards black ulpara,
JO yard white cotton cloth, G shawls, 5 pair shoes, 9 bead of cattle, 1 colt, and one trunk.
'l be boys have purchased 120 yards of cloth for . birt , 2 pairs of boots, 4 hats, J:l pairs
su p ndert~, l trunk, 2 addles, 4 suits of clothes, 7 head of cattle, and J Lor e. They have
brouglrt many delicaci s for their friends in camp who were sick and in need; such gifts
" r highly appreciated.
From their crop of 1876 they realized '1,002.25.
This lias been exchanged for stock,
a follows:
27 head of cows, at 15 p r head._ ••.. __ ...• __ ...••••.. ____ ......•. _•..•. _•.
$405 00
· two-year old . at 12 per head_ .............•. __ •• _•...••• _ .•••.. _...... .
72 uo
371 00
5:{ · arliug, at 7 per head .............................. ----··-----·-----·
24 ~r
I bull .••••...•...••...••••. -····- .•.. -····-·----··-·-·· .•••..•••. ·--···
10 0
1 colt----···· ······························----·-·····----····--··--·-·
40 tock hog .••••••.• _•..••.•..• ___ ..•• __ .... _•..• __ ... ____ •. ____ .. __ • _.
100 00
Total . ••.•• - ...•••••....•• ___ •• ___ •.. _. _.. _____ .••. _ . ____ .•. _. _. _.

·1, 002 25

ne b Y nne' oman tanned robes and traded them for 25 two-year old heifers, and gave
l.em o her daughter, one of the school children.
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Amount of stock owned by school children at present is at follows:
Realized from crop of 1875. ~6 head, including increase, worth ......•••...•••
Realized from crop of1876. 87 head, ineluding increase, worth .••.....••••.••
Presented by parents ...•.• 2g head, incluriiog increase, worth •.•••..••••..••
Bought with their wages . . 16 head, including increase, worth .•••...••.••••
Colt. . . • • • . . . • • • • • . . . . • • • 1 .••••..•......•..............••..•.•.• _. _..•
Stock hogs. . • • . • • . • . • • • • • 40 head, including increase, worth ••••••••••...•.

$400 00
872 00
290 00
160 00
10 00
150 00

Total. •••••...••••• 211 .••••.•.•••••.•••••••••••.•••..•••••.•••••• $1,882 00
The boys also have J 20 acres of corn under cultivation, and 10 acres of potatoes, broom-corn,
sugar-cane, pea-nuts, melons, and a g-ood variety of vegetables. They are entitled to one-half
the crop for cultivating it. There will be a good yield.
In the way of improvements, we have transplanted (that are doing well) 80 peach-trees, 7
cedar, 6 plum, and 40 shade trees, and two grape-vines; have broken 20 acres of sod; have
rebuilt the bake-oven, and put in a 150-barrel cistern.
The new addition, when completed, will add materially to our room and convenience for
accommodating- children.
·
With tendering you my sincere thanks for .the aid and support you have given us in the
work,
I am, very respectfully,

JOHN H. SEGER.
J.D. MrLES,
Cnited States Indian Atrent.

KIOWA AND COMANCHE AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,

Au.gust 15, Jj77.
SIR: I hav e the pleasure of submitting the following as my fifth annual report of the
affairs of the agency under my charge:
I believe the year past has been one of a,dvancement in the road of civilization by the Indians of the agency, many of whom have evinced a willingness to ca<;t aside many of the
customs which characterize the wild Indian, and assume in their stead those of the white
man, which, as far as we ha.d means to do with, we have endeavored to encourage.
The season being unfavorable, ~he yield of crops the past year was not as large as the
previous year, but it did not discourage or dishearten them from trying it again, which was
proven by the fact of the number of those anxious to raise corn during the present year being an increase over any time before, and the number of acres of corn planted this being
greater tha.n any prP.vious year. A part of the present year's crop gives promise of a good
yield, though the abundant rains at the time it should have been worh:ed prevented a proper
cultivation, and will very much lessen the amount of produce. Five years' experience and
observation satisfy me that this is not a good agricultural district, and cannot be relied
upon for farming purposes, hence some other means than farming .must be looke,l to for the
Indians to become self-supporting, which, from the adaptation of the country and climate,
and peculiar fitness of the Indians for stock-raising, must be found in a pastoral avocation,
to which they seem to be naturally suited.
The cattle issued to them la~t year by the military, purchased with f1mds for which the
snrrendered Indian horses had been sold, were taken good care of. A remarkable circumstance connected with the handling of the cattle referred to is the fact that in a few days
after reeeiving them, at whieh time they were wild and dangerous to go among on foot and
were handled by white men only on horseback, they coul'd herd them on foot without trouble,
at night-fall drive them iu among their lod ges, where they would lie down as quietly and
contentedly as if raised amid such surround ings. They were all anxious for cattle, and I
am quite well satisfied will take good care of all given them by the Government. They appreciate very highly those which I was privileged to issue to them in July, consisting of
260 heifers one year old, 90 heifers two years old, and 10 cows and calves.
I hope means may be provided for a yearly issue to them of several hundred head of stock
cattle until such a time as their herds may have become of sufficient 8ize to mal\e it no longer
necessary to increase them by issues, the natural increase beiug great enongh to furni sh
them a large proportion of their meat-rations. If the Government would issue to them
yearly $12, OOU worth of stock cattle-heifers two years old preferable-for four years, the
increase by the fifth year would be almost sufficient to supply the necessary beef-rations, tbe
annual cost of which now amounts to as much as the aggregate of amounts named; and
thus the annual appropriations could in a fe·w years be very materially lessened, and the In·
dians be put upon a much nearer self-supporting basis. This I believe to be a matter worthy
of the recommendation of the Indian Bureau.
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SCHOOL.

Our school opened in October and continued through June with as full an attendance as
the capacity of the house would admit, those attending being nearly equally divided as to
sex and proportioned between the three tribes, the Kiowas having a few more than their proportion, and the Comauches falling behind. The school has been in charge of Alfred J.
S•anding, under contract. The children have made good progress, learning as fast as at
either previous term. The report of condition of school, as submitted by A. J. Btanding, is
forwarded herewith, and attention called to a recommendation contained therein for the establishment of a training--school at some suitable poiut in the centrc~,l superintendency for the
benefit of the Indian children thereof. I believe good results would follow the establishment
of such an institution.
The impossibility or impracticability of collecting all the d1ildren of one agency into one
boarding-school is apparent to any one; hence, while a part are enjoying the benefits of
such iwstitution, a very large majority are necessarily deprived of them; and with only that
one avenue of learning open to them, many must grow up, as their fatht'rs before them,
in ignorane.e, and without that training necessary to make them a better people. To
meet this dUEculty, I would locate tl1em in districts, dividing the Kiowas into t.hree districts,
the Comanches into four, and the Apaches into one, building for each district a small schoolhouse, which need not cost more than six or seven hundred dollars; for each district a man
and wife and a teacher-the man to instruct in the art of farming and caring for the stock,
his wife to teach the women the duties peculiar to a good housewife, and the te11cher to instruct the children in a day-school. An order should be issued by the Department requiring
all children between certain ages to attend the schools. This would do away with the necessity of a very large and expensive building for a boarding-school, which, however,
should be continued for the benefit of the more auvanced scbolais, anrl would in a few years
furnish all the teachers required for the district schools. Several of the Indians who have
children in school have told me they are very anxious for their children to get an education
sufficient to become teachers among their own people.
INDIANS ATTENDING RELIGIOUS MEETINGS.

It is very gratifying to note the fact of the continued interest manifested by the regular
attendance of a large number of Indians at the religious meetings, and the anxiety manifested by some of them to learn more of the white man's road in that respect. A church
organization (not denominational) formed by the attaches of the agency admitted one ComanclJe chief as a member, who, it is believed, fully rt>alized the importance of the step
he wa taking, who, in peaking of it afterwards, said, while laying hi band upon the
Bible, that be had thrown the Comanche road aside, never to take it up again; that be desired from thenceforward to walk in the road pointed out by that book, believing it was the
road which would not only lead him to more happiness here, but to a better world after leaving this; said he felt grateful to Washington for sending persons to his country to teach
him aud his people of such a road, the knowledge vf wbkh he believed would make them
a better and happier people. Quite a number expressed themselves glad of the opportunitie. given them of learuing about the Great Spirit's ways as taught in the book which we
had given. I am well satisfied of the fact that Cbristianization and civiliz~ttion should go
h11nd in band, and that a civilizing policy which presumes independence of Christianization
will be much lower and mor uncertain than where it Jeans upon that which ubdues all
evil aud creates anew. A fine field of labor for tl1e true Chri tian missionary is found
1\mong the wild Indian , where confi<leuce is ea ily gained, ~>nd no idols are found to knock
down. But their elevation mu t nece. arily be slow; they are no exception to mankind of
other race , who. e elevation ha always been by slow and painful processe , but it will reward steady, ltone t labor among them. I believe I can safely say the last few year · have
witne ed a very decided change for the better among them, evidenced by tbeir general
deportment, their uniform good temper, aud willingue. to listen to, and do what is required of them; a de ire to adopt more and more of citizen's dress . to do which a few years
ago requi r d as much nerve a to go into bat•.le, as the one trying it had to run the gauntlet
of tl1e je r and in ults of most all of hi tribe; now so many of them are adopting the
whit man' dre , in whole or in part, that it is becoming too common an occurrence to
invoke much r mark.
urin the year a few re ties pirits amonO' the Comanches ran away from thE~ camps
n ar h a~>'e n cy,
king again their old l1aunts on the plains, some of whom have been
ki ll d by oldier other not finding it a coogeuia.l as in former year , or influenced by the
li ttl' al ready learn d of civilized hf , voluntarily returned to the agency, aying they pre~ rred to c m back and uffcr puni hment in the guard-hou e rather than remain out
and having to live a do .~ th wolf, and slurendered tbemselve:; for whatever puoi hment
might b iuflic d upon th m. In ne in ta.nce I took two young men, who ct~.me in and urreml ·r d to me, up t th po t, where ta y were confined in the guard-hou e for one month
a. a pun i ~m nt f?r viola_ting th . rule of leaving toe agen cy without a.uthori ty.
Hur e-th ~t:ve till coutmue the1r depredations upon the Indian herds, the number tolen
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t.he past yenr being only less than former years because of much smaller herds to steal from.
Several important captures of thieves have been made, who have been sent to Fort Smith for
trial. The great distance to tb.at point and cost of going, as well as the time required in
making the trip and attending courts, make it difficult to get witnesses to go. Persons
whose evidence would be important in, convicting the guilty keep the matter to themselves
rather than be compelled to go as witnesses, \vhere the expense and time required would be a
pecuniary loss to them.
'
.
A United States court should be established in the Territory at some point nearer and more
easy of access by the southwestern agencies than it is now.
In connPction with this matter I would again respectfully call attention to the fact of the
small punishment prescribed by law for stealing from an Indian compared to that for stealing from the Gnvernment or a white man-one year being the extent of the law for stealing
from an Indian, even though the number stolen muy amount to a herd of fifty head. This
law should be chang-ed, increasing the time to three or five years' confinement.
The law should also be so amended as to punish one Indian for crimes against another.
As it now is, we had an instance where a man who is of mixed blood stole several head of
stock from a Comanche Indian. He was captured, but could not be punished for the offense
for want of law. For the same reasons, half-bloods or persons of mixed blood can violate
the law, or rather introduce liquors into the Indian country with impunity, so far as the
punishment by law is concerned.
·
H:>USES.

The decision of the Department to huild them houses has been very gratifying to the
Indians, a very large majority of whom are anxious to become the possessors of houses of
their own, and settle down and live like white people, ready, as they express it, to put ou
the white man's clothing, and in all things adopt his ways as soon as, like him, they can
live in a house. Houses should be built for them, they being- required to help as far as they
can, and in all things their perfect willingness and anxiety for a change of manner of life
taken advantage of as rapidly as possible, and I believe by so doing the future peaceable
welfare of these Indians can be assured.
AGENCY BUILDINGS.

AttentioP need scan·e1y be called again to the location and condition of the agency buildings. Every anuual report for the last seven years and many special reports in the time
from the agents have spoken of the bad location and poor and inadequate cond ition of the
buildings. A number of special commissioners have also reported on the importance and
necessity of a change of location and better buildings, and still the same old story remains
to be told.
Last summer every attache bnt one of the agency was sick from malaria in some of its
fCI'ms. I was myself a great sufferer from malarial fever, resulriug in complete paralysis,
from which I have not yet fully recovered. There are good healthy locations on the reser·
vation, where both g(lod wood and water ran be fou11d. To some one of them the agency
should be removed. This matter was so clearly and fairly expia1ned by the Ron. E. A. Galpin, chief clerk, from actual observation of himself and Superintendent Nicholson, that we
hopPd th& necessity shown by him for it would cause the immediate removal to some better
locality, and in fact did cause a commeueement of arrangements; which, however, were for
some causa suspended, and another patch upon patch has to be added to the old commissaries.
Speaking of the report referred to, I desire to express my concurrence with the recommendations therein. Much good is acc:>mplished by the visits of the proper officers to the
agencies, officers who are interested in the work, who come with a willingness and desire to
assist by their counsel in the welfare of the agency both in the correction of abuses, if any
exist, and euc nragement of that which seems worthy of commendation. 'l'he visit of
Superintendent Nicholson and the Hon. S. A. Galpin, chief clerk, referred to, will ever be
gratefully and kindly remembered by both agent and employes of this agency, coming as
it did at a time when such a visit was needed.
ln conelusion, I have to say this will probably be my ]ast report, as broken-down health,
from the malarial influences already referred to, compels me to sever my connection with the
agency, which I do not without a good deal of regret as well as some satisfaction; regret
at parting with a people with whom I have passed through some very dark seasons, and
whose peculiar situation and circumstances have interested and entwined themselves around
my sympA.thies until my whole nature has become interested in them and their future weifan~, whom I believe now, with proper cure, will advance to that point in civilization which
will relieve the Government of any anxiety on their account, and make them a happier peopl~ i. some satis faction, _because I believe, by the help of my faithful employes, it is my
pnvilege to leave them m a much better state than I foun•l them a little more than four
years ago.
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To many of my employes I a1:n much indebteq for their faithfulness and assistance in
working with the Indians and trying to carry out the policy of the Government. A pt~.rt of
the employe force have been with me ever since I assumed charge of the agency. Of tbe
number, D. 0. G. Given and Frank Maltby have resigned their positions, the former to
commence the practice of his profession, the latter compelled by broken health to change to
a different climate. Both deserve honorable mention for the mannPr in which they have
discharged the duties assigned them. The others, as well as those who have more recently
become so connected, I take pleasur~ in commending for faithfulness and integrity, and
recommending them as worthy of the position they hold.
The Friends of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting have been especially kind and thoughtful
about the interest of the agenc.y and Indians, sending articles and material of several .hundred dollars' value for benefit of school and presents to Indians.
I desire to acknowledge the courtesies and assistance givep me by the Indian Bureau and
superintendency, and I should not neglect to acknowledge the greater debt of gratitude to
Him who has sheltered and protected us through all the time.
I am, very respectfully,
J. M. HAWORTH, .
United Stales Indian Agent.
Dr. WILLIAM NICHOLSON,
Superintendent Indian A.ffairs, Lawrence, Kans.

OSAGE AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,

August 20, 1877.
In presenting this my second annu!-1.1 report it gives me pleasure to refer in terms of
commendation to the geueral good conduct of the tribes under my charge.
OSAGES.

It is true that individual cases of insubo.rdination and lawlessness have appe~tred among
the members of both tribes during the year, but contrasted with the condition of the Osages
less than two years ago, when, at the request of their late agent, a force of military was
quartered at tl1e agency to protect life and public property, the year juc;t closed lms presented no claims for depredations committed against citizens outside the re.;erva.tion for
settlemen t, and the Indians generally have been quiet and law-abiding . Considering the
past rPputation of this tribe, as given it by the acljoining country, and not altQgether unmerited, and taking into con ideration their savage propensities. their early teac:hiJ?-g that
thieving, plundering, murdering, scalping, and like pursuits, are in accordance. w1th the
wi hes of the Great Spirit, and that in accordance with the ext&nt of these ach1evements
here will be their reward in a future world, it is cause of gratitude unfeigned that the Osag-es
have kept the peace for eighteen months. It is noteworthy that with a reservation bordering on the tate of Kansa for nearly fifty miles, no depredations against citizens of that
tate have come to my knowledge. Horses, the property of Indians, have been stolen fr?m
the reservation by citizens, and two arrests have been made on account thereof, the parttes
being now held in custody awaitin!!' trial a,t the next term of court to bEl held at Fort Smith,
Arkansas, some two hundred miles distant from the agency. No retaliation that I am aware
of h11.s been attempted during the year, and a general good feeling seems to exist betwee.n
the Indians and citizens of the border, contrasting somewhat with the open hoiltility mamfe t a few years since, when the Kansas militiu. was called into ~:~ervice in almost ever_Y
border town to fight Indians, and even a party of peaceable Osages crossing the line of the1r
re ervation would have carried con ternation through Southern Kan as.
'Ve now witness the opposite extreme. Invitations are sent to the Indians to gjve entertainm nt in the tate, and their trade is solicited by the merchants most earnestly. Great
promi e of fair J aling aud ch ap goods are held out as inducements, the bett r cla s of
m rchant being d sirous to ecure tho trade legitimately, not realizing the necessity of confining Indians to re ervation bound in accordance with Department rules. Thi cia s is
ompo d of high-mind d, honorable men, who have no inteution of violating law themelv(:'. or of l<•ading Indians to do so, and could they see "tbe end from the beginning"
would off' r no inducement to Indians to leave their reservations. These are the men of
prop rty, and u. ually intE>llig nt and influential, and as such are under heavy bonds to
maintain p ace on th border.
Th rei· anotb r clas of trrespon ible trad rs and dealers in whisl{y who infe t the border,
a~d offi r th ir indue ment , more p teat with Indians than bread or clothing, 1\nd whatever
8h h advantage might b gain
in d aling with the fir t class under other circumstance ,
the h ~ n ce ·arily g~ .h.l\~d in hand in le ing the Inrlians from the ;e erv_A.tion, and mu t
h11re m tb r pon lbiitli for re ult . The demoralization to Ind1an tnbes cou equent
u~ n he liquor·traffic amonrr them, give grave apprehensions a to the propri ty of too
fnendly relati n between Indian and white . The masse of full-bloods are not sufficiently
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advanced to discriminate between good and bad, when applied to their pale-faced brothers,
aud mixed· bloods who know better, for a paltry consioeration will clandestinely lead a
whole band to the neighboring State, acting as middle-men, aid them to dispose of their
surplus ponies, investing largely of the proceeds in whisky, sending them home demoralized, dissatisfied, and well prepared to breed dissatisfaction throughout the tribe.
An Indian outbreak may be expected to follow a persistent border liquor-traffic, in which
case the middle-men above referred to will be found offering their services to the military as
scouts. The first move will jeopardize the property and lives of the "merchants." enabling
them at this stage to see the "end," so earefully veiled from their vision in tlie start, ~md
they and the Indians are alike made sufferers as the reiult of an illegitimate border traffic.
But few instances of this trade have been reported during· the year, and it is but fair to pre~
sume that a full understanding of its tendencies, on the part of the citizens of the border,
would cause its discountenance by the better portion thereof. And I have here to acknowledge material aid from citizens of Che-tau-qua County, in discovering violatol·s of the law,
in recovering stolen property, and in the arrest of horse-thieves.

Agriculture.
#

The prOVISIOns of law restricting the employe force at the several Indian agencies predudes the possibility of rendering the necessary aid to the I nclians under my charge in
this important branch of civilization. 'l'hP. Osages have plenty of money, without direct
appropriation, to advance' them herein, as rapidly as their nature, habits, and condition will
allow; and no more potent means of advancement, save education, can be applied than
'assistance in agriculture. Agricultural implements are needed, but to be rendered beneficial the Indians must be taug-ht bow to use them, and it is impossible to teach them without
thfl employment of skilled labor.
If the application of any means wh:ttever be allowed· at the discretion of those immediately in charge, in my judgment 1t should be that of a eompetent employe force, properly
scattered over the reservation, ,to aid the Indians in opening- farms, raising and securing
cropA; and yet Congress practically cuts off this important branch ·o f the service by direct
legislation, thereby extending the ~ime of ration-issuing to Indians. and postponing the day
of their self-support. I feel confident that the system of subsisting Indians, so expensive and
objectionable, fostering idleness and laziness, can be practically abolished in a few years, so
far as the adult able-bodied Osages are concerned, and they made self-subsisting, provided
proper aid be rendered them through efficient skilled labor as indicated.
The requisite quantities of garden and other seeds were distributed to the several bands
seasonably for planting, and, (save such assistanee as could be rendered to individuals lo<tated near the agency,) thrown upon their own resources, the Indians, manifesting a zeal
hardly common to their kind, despite the wet weather of the early season and the millions
of grasshoppers infesting the country, planted the same, and many of them have, at this writing, good prospect of fair success. It n1uAt not Le understood from these remarks that all
have engagetl in agriculture. On the contrary, Indians are possessed of natures very similar to those of white people-a few taking the lead in important moves, while others fall
iuto line from year to year.
Blanket Indians have during tbe year asked for assistance beyond my means to supply.
They haYe been encouraged to part with their surplus ponies for agricultural aid, and iu
many instances have paid for services rendered in this way. Considerable plowing has thus
been done at the private expense of individual Indians.
In preparing the following table of statistics, I n~gret the want of proper understanding
on the part of the canvasser of the Little Osages and half-breeds on the Cana to mak e
proper discrimination between the improvements and crops of the former, who are fullbloods, and those of the latter. Other bands will appear separately in the t':l.ble. It must
be borne in mind that although nearly all the famili es in the tribe have been vi sited by reliable employes to obtain the subjoined data, yet, so far as present year's crops are concerned, the statistics are only estimated, and an unfavorable season for maturing the same
may very materiall.y change the result from present figures. It will also be observed that
the table embraces no chickens belonging to the Little Osages and half-breeds on Cana, and
the number of buildings owned by these are embraced in one column, regardless as to
whether the same are dwellings or outhouses. This difference also arises from failure of
canva ser to make report sufficiently in detail. The aggregate number of swine appears
large, and I am apprehensive that some of the Indians, in giving in their lists while the
hogs were in the woods, may have overcounted, or, possibly, may have counted small pigs
for hogs. If such errors were committed, tho canvassers had no means to correct them.
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Table of statistics.
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In examining the foregoing schedule the casual observer may suppose that the Osages are
already self-subsisting, and in fact, compared with other plains Indians, they do perhaps re·
ceive le. s than half-rations; but it must be remembered that while the ag-gregate corn prospectively raised is large, the greater portion is the property of cJmparatively few members
of the tribe, and those wild Indians, who for the first time raise a crop, are as ignorant as to
the prop er method of taking care of it as others who have done nothing are as to how to
rai se it. They have no proper places to store it, and the ponies and pigs must have an
equal s.hare with themselves in the roasting-ears. Thus a good field of corn is not unfreqnently consumed and destroyed even before maturity. The Osages are encouraged with
prospective success, and with proper care will improve from year to year.

Government.
The Osages in many respects diffi r from oth er Indians of the Indian Territory. They are,
more j alous of eacil other, and of tho e who have care of them. Each chief seems jealous
lest Sl1me other should outrank him, and hence the difficulty of governing the tribe through
the chi fs, and in some instances the chief fail to control his own immediate band. Another year's experience prov s the wi dom of th e course adopted on taking charge of the
ag ncy, in the election of an executive committee, consisting of governor, chief counselor,
and bu.ine s committee of fivp, malting seven persons s lected from among the leading
m n of all the different factions. ThesP seveu men, regardless of character, are recognized
a. the r presentative men of the tribe, and through them its business with the agent and
Gov rnn1ent is tmn,acted. By agrement with the tribe in couucil assembled, these offic~rs
draw from the tribal funds the foll wing-nam d ala.ries: Governor, $500 per annum; chief
coun lor, '400 per annum; and each of the five members of the business committee, 300
per annum .
. It i to be confe. seJ that the government of the Osages, even through this council, is no
light tusk; they themselves are not alway!:! reasont~.ble in their demands, t~.nd it is frequently
h11~d to a~i fy tb •m of the ju tic of the requirement of Government, and even ht~.rder to
a I fy th 1r people through mind convinced agt~.in t their will ; and yet through the~ I
have b n able to reach and gov(•rn turbulent spirit in the tribe, to discover and pum h
offeud r. , and r cover prop rty tolen on the reservation, to recover and restore to its
O\~n r a_mul. tol ·n_from a citiz _n of Kana. before I became their agent.
.
fh b1 nnull ele ·LIOn of th ·e Important officers of the " 0 ·age government" 1s a matter
of 'T tint r
to th e trib . Air ady candidateK are in the field, orne eight month in adYnnc of th lection, 1~nd bnt lc1r the right re erved to the agent to remove for can , ~he
t mpt
owe to betray all into the hands of particular friends might be bard to over-
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Rights of members/tip in the tribe.

It is extremely difficult to determine, at all times, who have rights in the tribe, and who
have not. As a rule I believe it to be well settled that none save those with Indian blood,
and those others for whom provision has been made by treaty or law of Congress, can be
admitted to rights in tbA tribe. Those adopted on account of marriage have usually been
allowed a residence during good behavior without acquiring vested rights. These last, in
cases where marriage has been accomplished for the sake of borne and property, and another
class with so little, if any, Indian blood as to be hardly traceable, are, perhaps, as fruitful of
trouble in the Indian country as all others combined, n~t solely because they are determined
to make disturbance. but having been ednc.ated among whites they go into the Indian conntry not to be governed as Indians, and, being obedient to the law themselves, to assist by
example in governing their new associates, but having bt>en recognized as citizens in the
States, thPy are not slow to impart tht>ir ideas of what should constitute an Indian government to members of the tribe, who embrace these new theories, which not unfrequently
mean anarchy, as eagerly as does the Christian take hold of the truths of the Bible. Some
of the so-called "mixed bloods" claim rights in several tribes at one time, when probably
all the Indian blood of the several nationalities combined, upon which rights are elaimed,
would not excped one-sixteenth ; such per.,;ons are usually more boisterous in their demands
than full· blood Osages, and may not unusually bt> found amoug the middlemen heretofore
1eterrf-'d to in sustaining an illicit trade on the border.
The good of the service requires some law of Congress, or some Department regulation,
governing tribal membership. The qut>stion should be settled whether a wltite person with
one thirty-second part Indian blood, or even Jess, is entitled to rpcognition and rights within
the tribe equal to those of the full-blood Indian: and if so, in how many tribes can such a
person claim at the same time, and what test shall be applied to determine to whi~h of two
or more tribes the party rightfully belongs; als_o, can a person be a citfzen of the United
States and ue a member of an Indian tribe at the same time.

The ltalf-breed Osages.
are generally competent to manage for themselves, and might properly be allowerl to withdraw their respective shares of tribal funds, and possibly their proportion of realty, afLer
which of course their rights within the tribe would cease. If thought advisable, the realty
mig-ht remain for the present in common, and be jointly oecupied. The advantage to be
derived from a division of funds are, first, it would throw all those competent to do for
themselves upon their own resources, giving them the means to do for themselves, and take
away that suicidai humiliating dependence upon Government for daily subsistence and
clothing: and secondly, it would remove a fruitful and ever-present cause of jealousy,
rt>al or imaginary, ou the part of the fnll-bloods toward those whom they rt>gard in many
respf'cts as their superiors, and hence believe them to be taking undue advantages of their
opportunities to secure large shares of benefits to themselves in distributions made to the
tribe. I would recommPnd this division of interests only on regnest of the half-breeds,
competent to judge and manage for themselves, and consent of the Indians.

Education.
The Osage boarding-school bas been conducted with marked success during n.bout seven
months of the year, with an enrollment of about one hundred and seventy pupils; average
attendance during the last three months one hundred and forty. The progress of the children has been good. Like most other tribes, the Osages are averse to sendi11g their daughters
to school, and hence the predominance of boys, as s~own by my monthly reports. It has
been found difficult to create sufficient intert>st in education alone to induce many parents to
part with their children for any considerable length o' time; but partly on account of clothing furnished, and partly to insure a better supply and quality of food, together with other
persuasives useu, the t1ibe has responded to my demand for children to about the capacity
of our school-building: and the children when once in school, as a rule, are not particularly
anxious to leave, and, unless adverse influences are brought to bear, are soon made happy
and contented. Instanees have frequently occurred when parents have called for their children and the latter voluntarily declined to accompany them. They are generally orderly
and well behaved, and mauy of them are unwilling to avail themselves of the vacation during
bot weather. Others, of course, are turbulent and troublesome, and well calculated to create
disturbance in school. Sueh characters not unfrequently receive encouragement from older
heads than them elves, fro1·11 disorganizers outside anxious to create disturbance within the
school; but under th e kind trAatrnent, firm and even hand of the managers, the institution
ha grown beyo nd the u ual size. Large, unruly boys have been subdued and made law·
!"'biding; good discipliue bas been introdnced and enforced, and education seems to be gaining
~n popula1ity throughout the tribe. The sehoul should be kept in operation (with vacation
111 bot weather) from year to year, and a system adopted that will place every child, male
and female, of suitable age, (during a portion of each year,) in school.

490

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
Dissati.~faction.

exists among the Osages on account of a provision in their treaty wit.h the Government, made in
1!:l65, wherein it was provided that certain proceeds of the sale of a part of their reservation
be applied to the civilization of Indian tribes throughout the United States without distinction. Upon careful inquiry, I find no member of the tribe who claims to have understood the
interpretation as given in the treaty; all claim to have accepted this provision to apply exclusively to bPneficial purposes for t.lie Osages, and my knowledge of the nature, character,
and wants of Indians. espeeially the Osages, their extreme poverty at the time, and absolute
need of all their available means for their own support, leads me to conclude that they were
overreached, that they did not, underst.andingly, make this l~trge contribution, aggregating
many thousand dolla1·s, to the support of other wards of the Government; but, be this as it
may, of the sum realized from said provision not a dollar has been reappropriated for the
bPnefit of these forced contributors, while the language of the treaty, questionable as it seems,
really does embrace the Osages, in common with other tribes, as recipients thereof.
These people also claim to have been overrPacbed in ·a more recent act of Congress, (passed
jn 1870,) wherein provision was made for the disposiLion of their entire diminished reserve
in Kansas. This law gives (without consideration to the owners) to the State of Kansas
every H>th and 3fith section of land for school purposes. This grant amounts to nearly four
hundred thousand acres. The Indians are not disposed to question the right of the Genert.~.l
Government to extend educational aid to the newly-settled States of the West, but they Jo
qut~~tion the propriety of such magnifieent donations, made by a great Government to a
wealthy State at thfl exclusive expense of a weak, dependent tribe of Indians, themselves
the wards of said Government.
I recomm end the r.'areful examination of these causes of disaffection to the Department,
in the hope that application may, in due time, be made to Congress for such remuneratiun
as the result of said examination shall indicate to be proper.
THE KAWS,

although ocenpying a separate reservation from ·that of the Osages, and having a separate
agency, talk the same language, and are supp'osed originally to have belonged to the same
tribe. They are decreasing in numbers from year to ye9.r. Disease contracted with dissolute whites before their removal to the Indian Territory permeates tbe tribe, and seems to be
incmab le. In this re pect their case is Jess hopeful than that of the Osages.
They support an excellent school, with a regular attendance of about fifty scholars, the
larger proportion of whom are boys, the daughters, in many instances, being given away in
marriage while mere children.
The Kaws are cultivating more than their usual acreage this season, and are doing consiGerable toward self-subsistenc-e during the sum mer months.
They suffer, in common \\'ith the O::;ages, from horse-thieves, and on account of illicit
whisky traffic. Th ey would undoubtedly be benefited by adoption with t.he Osages, to which
latrer tribe they are indebted for their present reservation, with uo available means to cancel
said indebtedness. Adoption by andre. idence with the Osages wonld not only relieve them
of the indPbtedness referred to, but would in my judgment promote their interests physically
and benefit them generally. Tbe Kaw.; are opposeJ to this con olidation chiefly becau. e it
would necessitate a. relinquishment of tribal organization, and the headmen would consequently be reduced to the rauk of orGinary Oaages, without specitt.l position. The 0 'age
favor the adoption a the be t and only sure means of obtaining compensation for the present
Kaw re ervation. Aside from the sentiments ot the tribes in interest on this ubject, the
O:sage reservation is large enough for both, ieaving- one hundred thousand acres or thereabouts
now occupied by the Kaws, with gtJOd ageucy-house and school-buildings, for the accommodation of some oth~r Indian tribe.
Th remark g nerally and needs of the Osages apply with about equal force to the Kaw s,
and need not b~ rep ated. Tbe latter are, however, in some rel:!pects further advu.ncod in
civilization than the f rmer, and, l.l.S a rule, know better the use of agricultural implement ;
but their di olute hll.bits, above r~ferr d to, and consequent lack of energ-y, together with
want f economy, ·eem to take from them the force of character which, in other tribes, give
l10p of ultimat high attainments in civilization. Their children, of b th sex:es, sh nld be
kept i? ·hool_, au th ir daughter , a well a tbu e of the :;ages, shou ld be prohibited from
ma!·rytng unt1_l of uitable age .. The practice of giving away their daughters in marri1.1.ge
wh!l mere tL!Idren hould r ce1ve th severest coudemnation.
Ha~ing her •in_ t forth to orne ex:tent the condition of the Indians under my chara-e, I
ub 1t th followtug recommendation a.s e. entia! to their advancement in civilizl\tion:
. 1 t: T~1at . ogr . ~e a k
to pa a law prohibiting traffic with Indians iu any sort of
lntoxt ·attng liquor
Jtb •r on or off their r . pective res rvations .
. ~ . '1 hat th 1i h of m(\mb ·r hip in the v1.1.riou Indian tribe be defined, 11.nd that pro'\'1. ton b ma~l
by law for ridding the Indian country of that class of men (whether po • of Ind1 n bloo or uot) who p •r i t in leading th Indians off there ervation, while
the policy of the Gov rnweut to confine thorn \\ ithin reservation bounlis.

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

491

3d. That the provision of law limiting the employe force at an Indian agency be repealed.
4th. That similar appropriations and allowances as were made for ~he present year be continued, and that entire discretionary power as to the manner of uswg the funds be vested
with the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
5th. That a United States court he established in the Indian Territory, or that the northern
part of said Territory, including the Osage and Kaw reservationR, be attached to the distriet
of Kansa~, and that at least two efficient deputy marshals be located at the Osage agency,
and one at the Kaw agency.
In conclusion, I may say that, notwithstanding the many obstacles to civilization cont.inually confronting the work, the condition of both these tribes is unquestionably improving,
.and while the work of Indian civilization is not the mere work of a year, but rather of an
age, the problem grows perceptibly easier of solution fi·om year to year.
Very respe.;tfully,
CYRUS BEEDE,
United Slates Indian Agent.
WILLIAM NICHOLSON,

Esq.,

SupeTintendent Indian Affairs, Lawrence, Kans.

PAWNEE AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,

Eightlzmonth 16, 1~77:
I present herewith my .first annual report of affairs at this agency, which must necessarily
be incomplete, as I only arrived here Fifthmonth I 1, last, taking charge on the 16th.
This reservation contains probably enough good arable land for the needs of the tribe,
with abundant pasturage and fire-w, od, and considerable saw-timber several miles from the
agency, that near having already been cut.
The agency is centrally locateu on Bear Creel,, eight miles from the Arkansas River, where
a ferry is ma;ntaiued, over which we receive a weekly mail from Coffeyville, Kans., and until
recently most of the ag-ency freight.
The agency buildings are quite numerous, but not all well sui·ed for agency purposes.
They are mostly of logs, roofed with cottonwood shingles, with outside stone chimneys and
fire-places. Ten houses are occupied by the b~tter class of Indians , and six by employes.
The old mess-house aud commissary a1e of logs, built stockade fashion, and the saw-mill,
stable, school-house, aud several dwellings are sided with rough native lumber, unpaintPd.
A stone office, with dwelling attached, is the only thoroughly good building at the agency.
Tbe saw-mill is in fair conditiOn. Tn e engine is ent.irely too light for thfl boiler and the
work it has to do. A grist-mill for corn, at least, is . badly needed to grind the present crop.
There is an apparently excellent water-power n ear th e agency, but, from my experience and
observation with water-power, I do not think it would be best to attempt to utilize it.
Two pf the bands are yet living near the agency ; the otb'er two have moved to the breaking whieh has been done for them, two miles northwest and three miles southeast, respectively. The proposed lo cations of the other bands are west of agency eight and ten miles,
respectively, and I expect them to move there the coming spring-.
Their condition is much t,he same as of a ll village Indians I have known. Nearly a!l
wear the blauket, anu a great deal of dancing and gambling is done. Probal;>ly about twothirds of them live in cloth lodges, and tHe rest in large sod lod gef!, containing several families each . 'fheir habits are many of them filthy, and, without doubt, this, with the poor protet.:tion from the weather and the mdical change in climate, has btJen the cause of many
deaths. There are at present many suffering from chills and fever, and some other malarial
diseases, but as yet not many ·~eriou. cases, and I trust we shall be spared t he terrible mortality of a year ago. The physician informs me that the Indians come a fter medic•ine at the
bt>ginniug of the chills much better than formerlv, and seem to realize the necessity of
breH.king th em up on the start.
~
.
Four Indians are employed as apprentices and teamsters, and are doing good work.
The principal crop raised thi!i season was corn, which was good , and a large part of it is
now setured. There were bnt few potatoes planted, which yielded moderately well. About
1:1ix hundred and fifty acres have been broken this season iu four localities, one for each band.
A small part of it was planted in sod-corn, but has not yielded much ..
The Iudians bav& set aside five thousand dollars of th£>ir annuity in cash for the purchase
of oxen, implements, &c. I trust they can soon be bought, and fall plowing commenced.
I propose to keep t.he fields now broken for those who still stick together, and wish to break
smaller one for those who will move out by themselves and try to do something alone.
It has been promi ed them that if they get out, hew, and lay up the logs for a house, and
dra": logs to the mill for ioists, roof, floor, &c., shingles, windows, doors, &c., will be
furmshed tbem. Several have done this and are waiting for me to do my part, which I hope
soon to be ablP to do. I have roofed two houses with hard-tack boxes, and have enough
for one more, but they are poor trash.
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To fulfill the law requiring able-bodied male Indians to labor, I told them they must fence
their breaking before the money or goods would be distributed, and they have now been at
it about a month. They labor under many disadvantages, and it goes rather slow, but I
think they will get it done w time. One band is now half done what they are to do.
The two day-schools were wrll attended, but probably not over one-third of the children
of proper age have been in school. I am in formed a contract for a manual-labor schonl
building, to accommodate eighty children, has recently been let by Superintendent Nicholson, and hope one may be opened as soon as possible, for more school accommodations are
badly needed.
·
A Sabbath-school is maintained, which is attended by most of the whites, a large part of
the school-children, and generally a few adult Indians.
The scouts who were eulisted last autumn to operate against the Sioux have returned. I
fear their going may be the cause of trouble between them and the Cheyennes, who were
then with the Sioux, but have since moved to this T erritory.
While the !'Couts were at Ha.ys City, Kans., en route borne, after being mustered out, a
white man, who erroneously tho11gbt one uf them was trying to break into his store, shot at
him several times, inflicting wounds from which he died iu the pcst-hospita! at Fort Hays.
I am inform ed the civil aurhorities will investigate the case at the term of their court held in
October. Meanwhile the man who shot him shot another man shortly after, and is now in
jail for that offense, and will probably go to thA penitentiary for it.
Five of the scouts also went out to near Grand Island, Nebr., and stole six horses. They
got to the agency with two, which I am keeping till the owner comes for them, anu the
guilty parties were sent to Fort Reno for sixty days in the guard-bouse. These are all the
crimes by or against Indians that have come to my knowledge.
Very respectfully,
CHAS. H. SEARING,
Umted States Indian Agent.
The CoMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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INDIAN AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,
QzwpttW Reservation, .Au.gust 25, 1877.
SIR: I bavt> thA honor to transmit my first annual report sinC'c my connection with this
agency; and in snbmitt ing it I mn st ne<'.essarily be brief upon many important points,
owing to tht~ short time thR.t [have been connecte<l with this people.
The removal of the Ponca Indians from their old reservation in Dakota to Quapaw reservation, In dian Territory, has been the mo. t important event of the past year connected with
this agency, and, with the matters incident thereto, will form the principal subject of this
rl'port.
In obedience to instructions received from the Indian Office, I left Hillsdale, Mich., on
the 24th day of Aprilla.,t, arriving at Columbus, Nebr., on the <!l:lth, at which place I bad
Pxpected to find AgP.nt Lawrence with the Ponca tribe of Indi ans en 1·oute for thllir new
home in the Injian 'rerritory. In this I was disappointed, as Lawrence arrived on the same
day with only liO of the tribe; more than three-fuurths of the tribe having refused to leave
their old rrservation in Dakota, stating, as reported to me, that they preferred to remain and
di on their native heath, in defense of their homes, and what they claimed to be their rights
in the land compo.;ing the reservation upon which they wpr living, than to leave there 11.nd
die by dis 'aile in the unhealthy miasmatic country which they claimed had been selected for
them in the Indian Territory.
The deta('hm nt of Indin.ns that came with Agent Lawrence went into camp near Columbus, awaiting the arrival of Col. E. C. Kemble, United • tales Indian inspector. Colonel
Kt•mble nrrivt>d on the :3oth. and, after consultation with Lawrence aud myself, order d that
on th' folloNing day I should tak a transfer of the detachment and Government property,
and that he, K mble, would tal< charg of the same and condnct the train tbronl(b to the
Indian T rritnry, and that I .·houlu return to the old Ponca re ervation and bring forward
the r fractory portion of th tribe.
In complian e with th e in. tractions, early on the morning of the 1st of May, I 77,
Agent Lawr n
tran. ferrcd the detach mcnt of Indian and Government property over to
m , and I t Hlk formal clmrge of the ame; and in further compliance with said in traction.,
on th 2d of ~lny, in company with Agent L awrenl·e and the clerk and interpr ter of the
a~ .n ·y, I 1 ·ft ' lu.mbn via rnahl\. and Yankton forth old Ponr:c\ agency in Dakota, at
wlu h P.l ce \~ • aynv .l»y f>th. Th next day being rainy, and the Indian village di. tant
abon tllnE• mrl !rom tlw !lgPn<·y, I di<l not PC but few of the Indian , and those were ruoro e
aorl nnt a all inclin d to b ·ornrnuni ·a ive.
n th mornin 17 of h 7th, th ·hief , headmen, and oldi rs of the tribe bt>g-an to a , emhlP u th~ ag m·y •. and at I ·o o'clo ·k, about two hundred having congregated, I called th m
to~ ·t.lu;r 10 ·ou11<·tl. I op t~Pd th conndl by arldrP . ing the Tndian. upon the ubj ct of my
Dtl 100 am ng them; t !hug them kiuuly, but firmly, what the Government required of
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them, aud what my orders were in the premises, and what I should expect them to do.
They listened to me with marked respect, and before I had finished talking I noticed that
the defiant, hostile expression which they had shown had softened, and I w.as confident that
I had made a good impression upon them. At the close of my remarks I was responded to
by the following chiefs ·: White Eagle, Standing Buffalo, The Chief, Cheyenne, and others
of the headm~n and soldiers. TLey said that they had listened to my words, and that they
were good, and that they had decided to follow me to the new home selected for them by
their Great Father at Washington. On the following day I .had another council with the
Indians, with like effect as before.
On the 9th, I went to SpringfielJ, Dak., and secured transportation and supplies for their
removal and subsistence, which occupied my attention until the 14th, on which day Ireturned to the agency. During my absence, one or rr.ore of that class of disreputable white
ruen who infest the immediate vicinity of nearly every Indian agency, and who are ever in
the w;:ty of promoting good order and discipline among the Indians, and who are the bane of
all good government, had poisoned the minds of the Indians, and endeavored to persuade
them against leaving the reservation; and I found ·that all the good which had been accom·
plished at the council of the 7th and Sch had been contt:overted and destroyed, and that the
work had to all be done over again ; the Indians being even more hoscile and defiant than
eve~
•
On the 15t.h, I held another council, which was largely attended by the chiefs, headmen,
and soltliers of the tribe, and which was of more thau four hours' duration. At this council
the Indians maintained that the Government bad no right to move them from the reservation,
and demanded as an indueement or equivalent for th em to give up the reservation and move
to the Indian Territory, first, the payment to them by the Government oft. he sum of$3,000, 000;
and, second, that before starting, I should show to them the sum of $40,000, which they bad
been told had been appropriated by tue Government for their removal. To air of which I
replied positively in the negative, telling them that 1 would not accede to nor consider a.ny
demands that they might make, but that I would take under my consideration reasonable
~·equests that they might submit touching their removal, and, as their agent, do what I could
for them in promoting their welfare ; that I demanded that they should at all times listen to
my words ; that they should go with me to their new home, and that they should, without
delay, give me their final ~nswer whether they would go peaceably or by force. The Indians
refused to give answer at this time, and the council closed without definite results, and the
Indians dispersed with a sullen look and aetermined expression.
On the following morning, however, May Hi, they sent word to me at an early hour that
they had considered my wonls and had concluded to go with me, and that they wanted
assistance in getting the old and infirm, together with their property, over the Niobrara River,
which was much swollen by the rains and at a low temperature. I at once employed from
the young men of the·tribe a suitab le number for the purpose, and at five o'clock p.m. bad
the entire tribe with their effects across the river, off the reservation, and in cawp in Nebraska.
It was a bard <lay's work, the river being about forty rods wide, and the current so swift
that it was found impossible to move the goods across in any other way. than by paeking
them on t.h e shoulders of the men, the quicksand bottom rendering it unsafe to trust them
on the backs of animals ; even the wagons having to be drawn across by baud. The ageney
property having been crossed on the 14th, we were now happily ready for a forward movement so soon as the transportation could be arranged.
A severe thunder·storm occurred during the night of the 16th and heavy rains prevailed
during the day a11d night of the 17th, rendering h impossible to make any further preparation tor breaking camp. Dunng the 18th the weather was cloudy and cold, with occasional
showers, but final preparations were completed for leaving the Niobrara and commencing
our long march the following morning.
Por two or three hour before day-break on the 19th it rained heavily, making a dreary
P' ospect for a start, but at nine o'clock the clouds began to lift, and at ten o'clock I gave
orders to break tamp, which was quickly responded to by the Indians and employes, and in
a short time the train was wending its way up from the river's bank over the bluffs and
toward the south, and I was pleased in the thought that the removal of the Poncas was now
a settled fact, ana that the same had been accomplished without serious outbreak or trouble,
notwithstanding hostile appearances matters connected therewith had occasionally taken.
We marched l:l miles to a point on Ne-wa-ches-ka Creek, and there went into camp. The
followiug day it rained heavi ly during the forenoon, and, it being Sunday, we remained in
camp. During the day an Indian child died.

Journal of the tna1·clt.
JJ[ay 21;;-Bt·ol~o camp 3:t seven o'clock, anrl march~cl to Crayton, .a distance of 13 miles.

Roads very
he,.vy. Ilte dul1l that clwd ye terd;~,y was here l>uned by the Indians they prefornucr to burv it than
to having it uur·icd hy tho white people.
'
t::l
May :.l:l.-Br·oke Cltlllp at >ltw ~ n o'c_lock, anrl marched to Neligh, a distance of about 25 milt's. The
!lay was ~ool, auu, the road belUg high anti compar·aLively good, the tmvel was maue without much
lli(:(IUVellH 01'0 .

Jiay 2J.-'lbe morning openeu with light rain, but at eight o'clock a terrific thunder.storm occurred
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of two hours' duration, which was followed by steady rain throughout the day, in consequence of which
we remained in camp. During the day a child died, and several women and children were reported
sick and medical attendance and medicine were obtained for them.
M~y 24.-Buried the child that died yesterday in the cemetery at Neligh, giving it a Christian burial.
Broke camp at ten o'clock and marched about 8 miles, crossing the Elk Horn River about two miles
below Oak Dale Village. Were unable to cross at Neligh, the road being abont two feet under water
and the bridges being washed away. The road was fearfully bad, and much time and labor ~are expended in making the road and bridges at all passable over the Elk Horn Flats, where the crossmg was
effected.
May 25.~B o'ce camp at half-pa!!t six o'clock, and marched 20 miles •. to a point on Shell Cr_eek. No
wood at this place, and none to be had, except what little had been pteked up and brought m by the
teams. Weather cold, damp, and dreary. The Indians during the day behaved well and marched
splendidly.
May :26:-The morning opened with a heavy continuous rain. which prevailed until ten o'clock.
Brokacamp at eleven o'clock, and marched 8 miles farther down Shell Creek, when it again commenced
raining, and we went into camp. The evening set in cold and rainy, and no wood to be had, except
what was pnrchaRed of a settler.
May 27.-The morning opened cold, with a misty rain. Rain ceased at half-paRt seven o cloclr, and we
hroke camp at eight, and marched 8 mileR farther down Shell Creek, when. a heavy thunder-storm coming on, we again went int<> camp. Several of the Indians were here found to be quite §:ick. au d. having
no physician and none bein~ attainable, they gave us much anxiety and no little trouble. The daughter
of Standing Bear, one of the chiefs, was very low of cons11mption, and movinl! her with auy degree of
comfort was almost impossible, and the same trouble existed in transporting all the sick.
May 28.-L~st evening I gave orders to break camp at five o'clock this morning, intending, if practicable, to r each·Columbus befor e night, but a heavy thunder-storm prevailed at t.hat hour. :Broke
camp at seven o'clock; marched 7 m•les, when we came to a slough, confluent to Shell Creek. whteh was
only made passable after two hours of active work in cutting wiHow brush and bl'inging a large q~tan
tity of wheat straw from a distance of thirt-y rods, with. which we covered the road tl.lickly. A~ter
crossing the slough we march ed to a point on Shell Creek and camped, having madu about 14 m1les
during the day.
·
May 29.-Broke camp at SAven o'clock, and crossed Shell Creelr; for about ri miles the road lAd over a
divlde and was quite gool'l, bnt in coming down on the flats, which extell(led for fh·e miles between the
Bluff:~ aod Columbus, we found the road& for the entire distance almost impassable, owing to the manv
deep. miry slou~bs which cross the road, and the general flooded and yielding condition of the soil
aRide from the swu~rhs. T eams had to b~ frequently doubled in order to get the wagons throug!J. The
difficulties were fiuall.v overcome, and the train marched into Columbus at tw0 o'clock, and went into
camp on Soap Fork, having made a march of about 10 miles, the m~~t~.·ch of 5 miles across the fiats occu·
pying about seven hours. MAjor Walker, who had accompanied ns from the Niobrara to this place with
twenty-five soldiers under orders from the War Department, took leave of us and returned to Dakota.
I remained in Columbns until June 1 for the pnrpose of obtaining necessary supplieR and having
needed repnirs done on wagon~, harness, &c. Broke camp at eight o'c'ock and march · d 10 miles. crossing Platt River Flats, over which we found the condition of the roads about the same as over the flats
north of Columbus.
June 2.-Broke camp at seven o'clock, and marched 17miles, going into camp near Ulysses. Roads in
bad condition.
June 3 -Had some trouble in getting started. Broke camp at eleven o'clock, and marched 8 miles.
Went into camp on Blue River. Many people sick, one of whom was reported iu a dying condition.
Had bad roads, and rained during the afternoon.
June 4.-Broke camp at six: o'clock. Marched 15 miles, and went into cam-p on Lincoln Creek, near
Seward.
.
June 5.-Broke camp at seven o'clock. Marcherl14 miles, and wont into camp near Milford. Daughter of Standing Bear. Ponca chief, died at two o'clock, of consumption.
June 6.-Remained in camp all day for the purpoRe of obtaining snpplies. Prairie Flower, wife of
Shines White, and daughter of Standing Bear·. who died yesterday, was here given Christian burial, her
remainR being deposited in the cemetPr.v at Milforrl, Nebr., a small village on Blue River.
In this connection I wish to take official knowledge and reco~nition of the noble action performed by
the larlie of Milford in preparing ancl decoratin~r the bocly of the deceaeed Indian woman for buri!ll in
a style becoming the highf'st civilization. In this act of Christian kindness th ydid more to ameliorate
the grief of the husband and father than they could have done by adopting the llijual conr!!e of t~is untutored people, and presentinl-' to each a dozen poni s. It was here. in lookin g upon the form of his
dc~ad dau~hter, thu'l arrayed for the t nnb, that Sranrtinl! Bear· was led to forget the burial service of his
tribe, ana say to those aronnd him at the gra•e that he was desirous of leaYing off the ways of the In·
dian and adopting thos of the white man.
Quite a heav.v rain during the afternoon. The storm. most rlisastrou of any that occurred during the
removal of tht~ Poncas nnd r my c!Jar~e. came snddenly upon us while in camp on the evening of this
day. It wa a st()rm such as I never before experiencecl, and of which I am unable to give an adeqnat
c1e8cription. Tb.e wincl bl~w a fearful tornado, demolishinl! every tent in camp, ancl rending many f!f
~hem 1nto. hr ~s o~erturmng wagons, ancl hurlrng wagon-boxes, camp equipage, &c., throu~h th a1r
m every <lrrechon ltke straws.
orne of the people we re taken up by the wind and canied as much as
three bun<lr d yards.
everal of the Indianf! were quite seriouslv hurt, and one child cl\ed the next
day from injuries receiv rl. and was given Christian burial. The storm caused a delay until the 8th for
repair11 and for medical att ndan e upon the injured.
June .-Broke camP. at Milford, and marched 7 mile11. Roads very bad. Child died during the day.
Jum 9.-Put the chtlrl that di d yesterday in the coffin, and sent it back to Milford t() be buri din
~b~il m fga~e. with its aunt, Prairie Flower. Broke camp at seven o'clock, and marched to within

0

. ~une 10.-;-~roke camp at seve~ o'clock, and marched 1 mile b yond De Witt, where I mployed a pbystctan to v1 1 camp al:!d p_r RCrtbe for the sick. A woman bad a thumb accidentally cut o.ff, which
can d forth r commotion m camp.
June 1t -Brok camp at six o'clock, and marched to within one mil of Beatrice. Road11 very bad.
June 12.-Broke camp a 11 v n o'clock1 and marched to within 2 miles of Otoe a,e:ency. Cro ed Wolf
r ek with a part of th. train, the crosswg b ing very difficult; but the Indianf! work d splendidly .
. Jum 13.- fer ccm ~d rabl tlme w encceed~d in building a bridjle ov r ·wolf Creek out of drift·
tim r, and succeeded m crOMin th balance of the train. Broke camp and marched 3 miles and went
into camp aJ!aln n ar toe agPncy.
'
J'fne 14.- Wa r-bound, and had to remain In camp all day waiting for creek to rnn down. The Otoe
lntiJan :am ut to
tb Poncas, and JZa~ th m ten pom s.
June 15. 'till wat r-bound, and l' mained in cam-p all day.
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June 16.-Broke camp at seven o'clock, and reached Marysville, Kans., where. we went into camp
During the march a wagon tipped over, injuring a woman quite severely. Indians out of rations and
feeling hostile.
·
·
June 17.-Purchased supplies at Marysville, aud remained in camp all day. Issued rations to Indians.
Several Indians quite sick.
·
June 18.-Broke c.amp at seven o'clock. Marched 9 miles, and went into camp at Elm Creek. Little
Cottonwood died. Four families determined to return to Dakota. I was obliged to ride 9 miles on
horseback to overtake them, to restore harmony, and settle difficulty in camp. Had coffin made for
dead Indian, which was brougbt to camp at twelve o'clock at night from Blue Rapids. A fearful thun<ler-storm during the night, flooding the camp equipage.
June 19.-The storm of last. night left the roads in an impassable condition, and in consequence was
obliged to remain in camp all day. Buried Little Cottonwood in a cemetery about 5 miles from camp.
June 20.-Broke camp at six o'clock, and marched 10 miles. Purchased supplies at Blue Rapids, and
issued rations in the evening.
June :!1.-Broke camp at six o'clock, and marched 12 miles, and went into camp on Fancy Creek.
June 22.-Broke camp at seven o'clock. Mal'Ched 15 miles, and went into camp at a fine spring about
8 miles from Manhattan.
June 23.-Broke camp at six o'clock. Marched 11 miles, and went into camp 3 miles southeast from
Manhattan. Purchased supplies and got general repairing done at Manhattan. Secured the services
of a physician to visit camp and prescribe for the siok.
June 24.-The forenoon was exhausted in getting repairs, settling bills, and in having a physician
attend to the sick. Broke camp at one o'clock p.m. Marched 6 miles and went into camp on Deep
Creek.
.
June 25.-Broke camp at six o'clock. Marched t~.. a point about 15 miles farther up Deep Creek. Two
old women died during the day.
June 26.-The two old women who died yesterday were given Christian burial this morning. Broke
camp at eleven o'clock, and marched 9 miles. Went into camp on a creek about nine miles north of
Council Grove. The weather during the day was very warm and the traveling tedious.
June 27.-Broke camp at six o'clock. Marched 17 miles, and went into camp on Little John Creek,
abq,ve Kaw agency .
.Tune 28.-Broke camp at seven o'clock. Marched 18 miles, and camped on south side of Neosho
River.
·
June 29.-Broke camp at Reven o'clock. Marched 7 miles, and went into t•.amp on Dry Creek, near
Emporia. Purchased supplies at Emporia, and issued rations to the Indians.
Juno 30.-Broke camp at six o'clock. Passed throu~h Hartford, and camped about 6 miles above
Burlington. A child of Buffalo Chief died during the aay.
July I.-Broke camp at six o'clock. Marched 12 miles, and went into camp. Purchased a coffin at
Burlington, and gave the dead child of Buffalo Chief a Christiasn burial at that place.
·
July 2.-Broke camp at six o'clock. Made a long march of 15 miles for noon camp, for rea01on that no
water could be got nearer. An Indian became hosWe, and made a desperate attempt to kill White
Eagle, head chief of the tribe. For a time every male in camp was on the war-path, and for about two
hours the most intense excitement prevailed, which was heightened by contiQued loud crying by all
the women and children. I finally managed to get the camp back to near something like its usual tranquillity . As the Indian, Buffalo Track, who commenced the disturbance, had given much trouble in
camp on other occasions, I ordered him to leave camp and not return without permission, giving him
a pass and subsistence to reach Omaha agency, in which tribe he has relatives residing. He has two
brothers, but no family or other relatives among the Poncas.
Jttly 3.-Broke camp at six o'clock. Passed through lola about noon and purchased supplies.
Marched about 18 miles. Weather very warm.
July 4 -Broke camp at six o'clock. Marched 17 miles. Camped on a small stream with plenty of
timl>er about 12 miles from Osage Mission.
July 5.-Broke camp at seven o'clock. Marched 15 miles and camped on Flat Rock Creek.
July 6.-Broke camp at six o'clock. Marched 15 mile.:! and camped on Mull>erry Creek. Weather
excessively hot.
Ittly 7.-Broke camp at seven o'clock. Weather excessively warm. Marched 12 miles and camped
on Cherry Creek.
July 3.-Broke camp at six o'clock. Marched 12 miles and camped 3 miles south of Columbus, Kana,
and about 11 miles ft'om Bax:ter Springs. Weatl1er very warm.
July 9.-Broke camp at six o'clock, p a~sing through Ba.xter Springs at about one o'clock. Just after
paasiug Baxter Springs, and l>etween that place and the reservation, a terrible thunder-storm struck us.
Tbe win1l l>lew a heavy gale and the rain fell in torrents, so that it was impossible to see more than
fonr or five rods distant, thoroughly drenching every per11on and ever:v article in the train; making
a fitting end to a journey commenced l>,\- wading a ri\·er :;,ncl thereafter encountering innumerable
storms.

During the last few days of thE> journey the weather was exceedingly hot, and the teams terribly anrJO)'ed and bitten by "green-bead" flies, which attacked them in great numbers; many
of the teams were nearly ex1tausted, and bad the distance been but little farther, they must
have given out; the bot weather an<l flies being particularly severe on the ox-teams. The
people were all nearly worn out from tue fatigue of the march, and were heartily glad that
the long, tedious journey Wll.S at an end, that they might take that rest so much required
for the recuperation of their physical natures.
As for myself, the removal of the Paucas had been a matter of constant care and solicitude
from the time of my first arrival at the agency in Dakota until the camp of the Poncas was
finally established on the Quapaw reservation; and while I felt the need of that rest which
exhausted nature seemed to demand, I found no time for relinquished effort for that purpose,
as the situation at the new agency demanded my constant care and oversight in the supervision of affairs, in getting the Indians quietly settled and wonted to their new home, so as
to make their removal the best possible success.
TilE SITUATION,

On arriving lit tb Quapaw reservation I found the first detachment of Poncas those that
were brought through from Columbus, Nebr., by Col. E. C. Kemble, encamped o~ an eleva-
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tion a short distance to the south of the commissary building, and I placed the delegation
brought through by myself on an elevation a short distance to the north of the commissary.
The Indians are all living in their tents, as no buildings have been built by the Government
for their accommodation.
The only buildings on the reservation are the commissary building, situated about 2 miles
from the north line of the Territory, and about 3i miles nearly south from Baxter Springs,
Kans.; the mission-buildings about. 2 miles southwest from the commissary, and a few Jog
huts occupied by the Quapaw Indians scattered here and there over the reservation, probably not more than twelve or fifteen in number.
I am of the opinion that the removal of the Poncas from the northern climate of Dakota to
the southern climate of the Indian Territory, at the season of the year it was done, will prove
a mistake, and that a great mortality will surely follow among the people when they shall
have been here for a time and become poisoned with the malaria of the climate. Already
the effects of the climate may be sefln upon them in tbe ennui that seems to have settled
upon each, and in the large number now sick.
It is a matter of astoni~hment to me that the Government should have ordered the removal
of the Ponca Indians from Dakota to the Indian Territory wiLhout having first made some
provision for their settlement and comfort. Before their removal was carried into effect an
appropriation should have been made by Congress sufficiP.nt to have located them in their
new qome, by buildi:ng a comfortable house for the occupancy of every family of the tribe.
As the case now is, no appropriation has been made by Congress, except of a sum but little
more than sufficient to remove them; no houses have been built for their use, and the result
is that these people have been placed on an uncultivated reservation to live in their tents as
best they may, and await f)J.rther legislative action.
.
•
The rainy season, which I am infJrmed usually commences in this country from the 1st
to the 15th of September, will soon be upon them, and before any appropriation can be made
by Congress for the construction of houses, winter will have set in, and they will be obliged
to remain in their tents until spring, which will be but a poor protection for their families
against the elements.
There'is no building for the accommodation of the agent, and he, together with the
employes of the agency, is obliged to live in the commissary building, which is also used
for storing all agency supplies. This building is 30 by l 00 feet; is of balloon frame,
inclosed with three-quarter-inch lumber, battened; is not ceiled on the sides nor overhead,
except a small portion of the front end, for council-room and office.
SUCCESS OF REMOVAL.

In order to make the removal of the Poncas a success, I believe it to be absolutely necessary to locate thm:n on farms of their selection on the reservation, so far as is practicable i
build them comfortable houses in which to live, and furnish them with the means to break
the land and for general tillage. I think that in this way the tribe may be made to become
self-sustaining in a few years.
The Ponca are a large, well-proportioned ann well developed race of people, many of the
men being over six feet in stature, and are said to be very good workers.
QUAI'AW RESERVATION.

This reservation is a very fine section of country, being mostly rolling prairie, of a rich,
fertile soil, and is well watered by fine streams and many magnificent springs. On the
western part of the reservation are as fine sulphur-springs as cau be found anywhere, and in
the same vicinity is a spring known as "'l'ar Springs," which name is derived from the fact
that a substance very much of the nature of tar flows out with the water and covers the snrftLce to considerable thickness. Girting Spring River and other streams is plenty of timber
for the use of the reservation for many year. . There is plenty of coal found in the western
portion, and I am also informed that coal has been discovered east of Spring Rtver, near the
eastern boundary of the re ·ervatiou.
This re ervation ba many excellent advantages for stock-raising; grazing being good,
wat r abundant, and bay may be secur d in almo·st unlimited quantity, and of excellent
quality, at small expense.
THE FARM.

Tb r .i an .inclos d fa;m of about 3GO acreA in the northern part of the re. ervation and
near pnng Rtvf!r of wln ·h 300 acres were planted to corn this pring by the 'ov rnment,
for the b n fit of the Pou · :1.. About 60 acre were destroyed by the heavy spring rains,
l ,aving about ~40 a.cre. which is in. pl·ndid condition, and promi es an abundant harve t.
'I here were about nmo an :of wheat ou th farm which I cau ·ed to be cut anJ stacked. I
1u~ve .not Yl'l~ hn<.l it thra hed; but it wa light str~w, and I uo not anticipate much of a. yielu
rom 1t.
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fETTLEMENT OF TITLE, ETC.

Among the first and most important things to be done, in my judgment, . in order to make
the removal of the Poncas a success, is for the Government to settle the title of their reservation in them; and to settle with thP.m for their old reservation and other property which they
left in Dakota. As the matter now stands, the title to this reservation remains in the Quapaws, no effort having bfen made as yet to even remove them from it; and the title to the
old Ponca reservation in Dakota still remains in the Poncas, they having signed no papers
relinquishing their title nor Laving violated any of the provisions of the treaty by which it
was ceded to them by the Government.
These Indians claim that the Government had no right to move them from their reservation ·
without first obtaining from them by purchase or treaty the t~tle which they bad acquired
from the Government, and for which they rendered a valuable consideration. They claim
that the date of the settlement of their tribe upon the land composing their old reservation
is prehistoric; that they were all born there, and that their ancestors from generations back
beyond their knowledge were born and lived upon its soil, and that they finally acquired a
complete and perfect title from the Government by treaty made with the "great father" at
Washington, which. they claimed, made it as legitimately theirs as is the borne of the white
man acquired by gift or purchase. Tbey now ask that a delegation of their chief'3 and headmen be allowed to visit Washington for the purpose of settling all matters of difference between them and the Government; and that they may talk to the "great father" face to face
about the great wrongs which they claim have been done them.
I earnestly recommend that their request be granted.
CIVILIZATION.

I believe that the most potent agent that can be employed for the civilization of the Indians is the school-room ; and 1 especi11lly recommend that a boarding and day-schoo
be established and maintained without vacation at this agency. From my experience and
observation, I am led to the conclusion that vacations are detrimental, if not fatal, to the
success and prosperity of all Indian schools. After an Indian child has been in school for
a few months, and becomes somewhat accustomed to its studies and new surroundings,
if then allowed to return to the lodge of its parent'i, it soon drifts back into its former wild
habits of life, and all, or nearly !!)l, the gooli, accomplished in the school is lost. Therefore,
I am of the opinion that Indian schools should be kept open throughout the year, and tLat the
children should be kept in attendance as steadily as possible. All other modes for the civilization of the Indians fade into insignificance when compared with the civilizing influences
obtained by that thorough discipline and instruction had in the well-conducted school-room.
Educate the Indian child, and give him good moral training, and the great problem which
has occupied the attention of some of our best men during the past century, of how to civilize the Indian, will solve itself by evaporation.
Many of the Ponca children are as fine types of strong physical and mental character
as may be fouod among children anywhere, and I have been impressed with the earnestness
with which they sought instruction from the manners and customs of the white people with
whom they came in contact during the late removal. Schools for their training and instruction should be opened at once. They will require all the room now occupied by the Quapaw and Modoc children at the mission, and a day-school besides.
SANITARY CONDITION.

The present sanitary condition of the tribe is as good as could be expected considerin~
the radical change in climate the people are undergoing, and the fatigue and exposure experienced during tho late removal. Several are now sick, tbe prevailing diseases being
scrofula, consumption, and bilious fevers, wjtb a few cases of fever and ague, and dysentery.
I would recommend the building and furnishing of a hospital, where the sick may be taken
and treated under the personal care of the agency physician. As they are now treated in
their tents, they are subject to constant exposure, and from want of knowledge of the ways
of the white people in administering medwine, do not take the remedies given them by the
,physici~n with any degree of punctuality.
DEATH-ROLL.

Dnring the removal from Dalcota to this place, nine deaths occurred on the road, all but
the first of which were given Christian bUJial. These burials were accompanied with con
siderable expense, but the civilizing influences that they exerted over the tribe more than
compensated for the money expended. Hitherto they have been in the habit of burying
their dead in true aboriginal style, but now their great desire on the death of a friend
-appears to be for a respectable coffin, and that the corpse shall bo buried after the fashion
of whi~e peopl~. . ince .the a:rrival here there have been eight deaths, all of which havf}
b.e~n g1ven Cbnst1an bunal w1th but small expense to the seryicr~
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I desire to call · your special attention to the urgent need of agency and employe build·
ings and houses for the residence of the Indian families, estimates for which have been
forwarded to the Indian Office. In addition to these a barn and slaughter· house are greatly
needed, and I ask that they, as well as the first mentioned; may be constructed at the
·
earliest possible time.
INTOXICA'fiNG LIQUORS.
Being situated on the border, and close to Baxter Springs, the most dangerous evil to be
dreaded is intemperance. It has been a blighting curse to other tribes in this vicinity, and
unless extraordinary measures are taken, the Poncas will surely fall victims to it. They
have the natural appetite of the Indian for strong drink, and notwithstanding the safeguards 'that I have endeavored to throw around them,seveoral have already become intoxicated, having procured the liquor through the agency of a worthless white man at Baxter
Springs. I immediately had the vendor arrested under a statutory law of Kansas prohibit·
ing the selling, giving, or delivering of intoxicating liquors to an Indian. On the trial of
the case the proof of guilt against the prisoner was made positive, but the court, (justice~)
at the ·request of defendant's counsel, eharged the jury that the law was unconstitutional,
and that a conviction could not be had against the prisoner for the offense charged, and the
jnry returned a verdict, under the charge of the court, of not guilty.
The next case of the kind that I have, will be taken into a court where all statutory law
shall be held constitutional until decided otherwise by the Supreme Court.
POLICE.
I recommend that a police force, of not less than two Indians, be maintained to guard
the reservation against the introduction of intoxicating liquors, and a.Sk that authority be
given to employ the same.
EMPLOYES.
I have to say that all employes of this agency must be men of sterling character in all
that goes to make up honorable, moral manhoo:l, and must be competent to perform the
duties assigned them in a manner acceptable, and of substantial value to the service. Profanity or any immoral conduct will be cause for immediate dismissal. All the employes
that I now have, I believe to be of the required habits and ability.
CENSUS.
The Poncas now here number 681, embracing 197 beads of families. In addition to these
there are 36 members of the tribe stopping with different northeru tribes who have not yet
reported, but who will probably arrive Juring the fall.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HOWARD,
United States l11dian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER 0:1!' INDIAN AFFAIRS.

QUAPAW AGENCY, lNJHAN TERRITORY,
August :.!4, 1877.
IR: In accordance with instructions contained in Department circular dated 1Oth ultimo,
I submit herewith my sixth annual report of the condition of this agency for the current
year.
This agency is ituated in the northeast corner of the Indian Territory, and contains
212,2 acre , about one-half of which is good tillable land; the remainder can hardly be
excelled for stock-rai ing and grazing purposes. A large portion, probably one-third of
~be ag ncy, i wooded tmd all is cover d with a luxuriant growth of nutritious gra s. It
1 w ~11 water~d by numerou
tream and rivers ; prominent among these are tho Neosho
and rand tve: o~ the we t rn boundary, prin~ River through the center of the uorthm half, ow ·km R1ver throu h the outb rn port1on. In addition to these large stream ,
um ro.u r ·k. and bran ·be uppli d by living springR are to be found flowing through
all p rtton of the ag nc · ; altno. tall of purP., clear, and cold water. The tillabl land (ex. pt bot .m along t!•e tr a~·) i nearly all pr~irie with blt~.ck loamy soil. The grazing and
hmb red 1 m tly l11gh, rollmg, and rocky. 'I he timb<'l" is not as a rule very valuable, exept fo r ~ail. and ~ou. _e-lo , but little being suitable for manufacturing into lumber.
Th tnb . ·oo ttlutmg the agency are the Quapaw , coufederated Peorias and Miami ,
ttawa , E tern ba' nee 1 \ ytmdott 1 'eneca , 11.nd Modocs. In addition to these there
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are a number of Black bob Shawnees, and Citizen Pottawatomies, who P,roperly belong els.ewhere, but who are temporarily residing here.
The Quapaws, numbering abQut 235, occupy a tract of 56,685 acres in thA northeast corner
of the agency. ';l'be majority of the tribe have long desired to remove to the Osage agency,
and become incorporated with that tribe; this desire, together with their dissipated habits
and the proximity of their present location to the border, bas materially retarded their progress. The principal chief and at least half the tribe removed to the Osages over a year
ago, and have remained there since.
Early in the spring, in accordance with instrn.c tions of Hon. Superintendent Nicholson, I
apprised those upon the reservation of the intention of the Government to remove the Ponca
Indians to the reservation, and to allow them to carry out. their wishes by joining the Osages ;
this arrangement was entirely satisfactory to a majority of the tribe, but bas been bitterly
opposed by a few, backed by some unscrupulous, intermeddling whites, who desire, for the
advancement of their own inten~.jts, to thwart the wishes of the Government. I am, however, t,f the opinion that the best- ir terest of the tribe will be subserved by the proposed removal. It will be remembered thet in the spring of 1875 the tribe entered into an agreement to relinquish about two-thirds of the reservation whenever wanted by the Government.
Should they be permitted to retain the remainder, It would be imposf!ible to get any considm·able number of them to stay on it, the greater portion having already abandoned their
homes. • Those that remain have· not sufficient energy to keep up a tribal organization and
make improvements, none having been made by them the present year, and all tb_e ir old
ground has not been planted; most, however, who remain on the reservation have planted
more or less. All the children on the reserve of a suitable age, 25 in number, have been in
school during the year, and nearly all regularly.
I believe if these children can be prop·
erly educated and cared for, for a few years longer, a brighter future is in store for them.
The Confederated Peorias and Miamis, numbering about 202, occupy a fertile tract of
50,301 acres. The consolidation of these tribes, so far as their lands are concerned, has been
effected, and all uncertainty in regard to their homes removed. The good effect of this has
been seen in the energy with which they have engaged in enlarging old and making new
improvements. These people are thoroughly energetic and enterpri.sing. · They have good
houses and barns, and many large farms well stocked with cattle,. horses, and hogs. Their
children have attended school with regularity, the attendance at the two schools on their
.
xeservation aggregating 87.
The OtlaUJos of Blanchard's Fork ftnd Roche de Bceuf, numbering about 140, have ll reservation of 14,860 acres. They are energetic in farming, nearly every bead of a family in the
tribe having an improvement of his own, ranging in size from a few acres to 160. T~ere
has been an aggregate attendance of 36 children at the school for this tribe during the year.
Their eondition and progress are very encouraging.
The Eastern Sltawnee8, numbering 85, have I 3, OCkl acres. 'fhey have some very fine improve•
ments, and are adding to the size of their farms each year. A disposition is shown by some
of their leading men which is very commendable. Thirty-one children belonging to this
tribe and the Blackbob Shawnees residing among them, have been in school this year.
The Wyandotts number about 250, and OCC\Ipy a reservation of 2J, 706 acres. They are,
as a ru1e, enterprising and energetic. All are engaged in farming, some of them having fine,
large farms with all the conveniences of civilized life about them. They have a considerable
amount of stock, some of it of good blood, and many are much interested in improving its
quality. They have had 65 of their children in school during the year.
'fhe Senecas number 235, and occupy a reservation of 51,958 acres. The~e people are
rapidly acquiring habits of industry aud economy, which will soon enable them to compete favorably with the surrounding whites. They have good improvements, and are adding
steadily to their size fro.m year to year. 'fhe feeling of hostility to education and civilization, to which I have heretofore alluded as existing in this tribe, has almost entirely given
way. This is evidenced by the unusual number of then chiidren ( 46) in school during
the past year: They have also shown unmistakable signs of a disposition to more and more
adopt the ways of civilization and give up their old Indian customs. I believe this tribe
bas an unusually bright future before them.
The Modocs occupy 4,000 acres of fine farming and grazing land; they number 112.
They are actively engaged in farming, and have been quiet and easily managed. All their
children of suitable age (32 in number) have been in school almost continuously during
the year. I have had 160 acres of new land broken for them this summer, a large portion of which will be sown to wheat this fall. They have this year :~0 acres of wheat, 170 of
corn, and about 8 acres of potatoes, garden vegetables, &c. Their wheat, though sown late,
after the gmssboppers left last fall, has made a very good crop. The corn .is exct.llent,
promising as fine a crop as is often seen. I have purchased for them 61 cows and their
calves, they already having about 30 head . It is my wish to get this tribe engaged in stock
raising as much as possible, as I belie\'e their natural disposition and tbe nature of their reservation are both well adapted to this mode of life. They made during the past winter and
spring about 15,000 new n~ils. There have been no cases of intemperance amung them. The
sickness which bas been so prevalent amoug them since their settlement here appears to
have abated to a great extent, and their health dL.ring the past summer bas beon compact~.-
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tively good. They must, however, still be subject to sickness until they can be induced to
take better care of themselves. It has been impossible to get them to understand the deleterious effects of exposing themselves to inclement anJ wet weather unnecessarily; but I
think as they continue to advance they will be more careful in these respects.
The stray Blackbobs, Pottawatomies, &c., who are living here, are not, as a general rule, a
very progressive class of Indians. They are, with few exceptions, intemperate, lazy, and
thriftless. Three-fourths of the cases of drunkenness that oceur within the limits of the agency
are among this class; aud many of the others are through their influence. There are, however, some honorable exceptions to this rule, a few being industrious, well-behaved men.
Taking all the tribes together, their condition is very encouraging-health has been unusually good, and the season bas been more favorable than eommon. They have worked
well during the year; have raised a very large crop of corn, and have made many additions
to their improvements. The amount of wheat raised is small. This was caused by the ravages of the grasshopper last fall. There are within the agency (exclusive of the novernment
farm on the Quapaw reservation, cultivated this year by Government for the benefit of the
Poncas,) 6,613 acres of land in cultivation. and 7,909 acres under fence. There have been
during the year 763 acres of land broken; 603 by the Indians, and 160 by the Govern ment. The Indians have made and put into fence 123,600 rails, besides about 15,000 made
by the Modocs, but not yet put up. · They have built 29 new houses, and have 891 horses,
1,254 cattle, 4,25G hogs.
The educational interests of the agency have never been in a more prosperous condition
than during the past year; five schools have been in operation nine months each, with a
total enrollment, as follows :
.
Senaca, Shawnee, and Wyandott mission .•••••.........••••...•......•..•...... . . 149
Quapaw and Modoc mission...... . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . • • • . . . • • • . .. . . .. .. . • • . . . . . . • .. . • 59
Ottawa mission................................................................ 36
Confederated Peoria, &c., day-schooL .••••..•••... _................ _.••.. _... • .. . 56
Miami day-school .................................. ------ ...................... 31

-- ,

Total ............ _........................... ___ ........................ 331
The attendance bas been more regular than ever heretofore, and the progress correspondingly better. Orthography. reading, writing, arithmetic, written and mental; geography,
physical and descriptive; English grammar, physiology, and history have been taught, and
the children in each school have regular daily instructions in the Holy Scriptures. In addition to this, bPth males and females in attendance at tue missions have been regularly
taught industrial arts. The boys are employed out of school in caring for stoci<, milking, and farm and garden work. The girls, in attending to ordinary household and kitchen
work, cooking, sewing, cutting garments, &c. They all take kmdly to such work, and their
parents, almost without exception, are pleased to have them so employed and instructed.
The large proportion of females in attendance at such schools (over one-half of the enrollment) is an encouraging feature of the work; when any people among whom the degradation (If woman has been so complete as it bas been among the Indians, become so far advanced as to consent to and encourage the education of their g irls, thus lifting them to a!'l
equality .with the males, they have taken a very material aml important stride toward civih.zation and Christianity.
The Quapaw and Modoc, Ottawa and Seneca, Shawnee and Wyandott missions are run
by contract; the contractor furnishing teachers, boarding, and caring for the children, and
receiving therefor$~ per week for the time actually attenued by each child .
The 'eoera, bawnee and Wyandott, and Quapaw and Modoc missions, and the Confederated Peoria, &c., day- chool are now in operation, having been continueJ without any
vacation at the close of tbe fiscal year. The Ottawa missi(ln and Miami day-school had to
be clo ed on account of changes in employes at these points. It is the expectation, howe' er,
to have them reopened Septem her 1.
The Peorias and Miamis have chool-funds sufficient to carry on their schools, but the
-other tribe have to depend upon the liberality of the Government. I mu t urge upon the
Department the importance of ecuring ample appropriations for school purpo es. There
hould be at 1 a t .'10,000 available for the support of the eneca, 'ha.wnee, and Wya.ndott, tt.nd ttawa mi :ions. This may seem like a large sum for two chools, but when the
number of ·hildr n ducated, and th great good which i thereby being accomplished is
tak n into con.-ideralion, I do not think the amount can be deemed unrea onable.
R ligiou m ling and .'ahbatb-. chools have beeu kept at each of the mi ions and
school-hou. !'S, and a •'abbath- chool and OCC'a ional meeting at the agency. Th e have all
~ en well att ndE>u a: a. generul thing, and much inter . t evinced. A eries of union-me tmg bu nl
b n held at various points in the ag n y during th ·pring and ummer.
Th. . hav • h(·Pn att!'ndr.d by large numbers of each trihe in the ag ncy. At the Ia tone
\\htch wa. held on thP tta.wa r · ·rv, ,June 2!J, :~o. and Jnly I, tber w r at lea. t 500 p ron . pre . ·~t. At allth1•. m<· ·_ting ~prominent part haM b en taken by many of the Indirtn:,
nnd tb !Jill t, r :;pr.ctful a tenttou gtv •n hy u.lmo t all has shown that a deep intere t ha
b r.n a\ 11k w cl in tllf' mind. nf many in h ir future welfare.
' en ml ~·mp ranee work h·1 h n donl' a.t every opportunity. The habit. of the people
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in this respect have much improved during the last few years. Drunkenness has now become
much more rare than formerly, especially among the leading men, many of whom were formerly much addicted to drink. While this is the case, it was never easier for an Indian to
obtain whisky than at present. They can at all times command sufficient money, and men
are plenty who will sell it to them for the sake of the paltry gain there is in this soul-destroying traffic.
I beg leave to again call the attention of the Department to the necessity of having a law
enacted making it a criminal offense to sell intoxicating liquor to an Indian when off his
reservation as well as on i•. This, together with one to compel any Indian found in a state
of intoxication to testify against the person furnishing the liquor, would be of great benefit, both to tbe Indians and to the whites with whom they come in contact. Without such
legislation it will be impossible for those having charge of Indians to effectually break up
their intemperate habits.
I am of the opinion that the time has fully arrived when the interests of the Indians of
this agency would be best subserved by the allotment of their lands in severalty, with
proper restrictions to prevent alienation. By this course the attachment of allottees to their
homes will be strengthened, and the inducements for them to beautify and improve them
will be increased with the feeling of security in their individual o.wnership, which can never
be had while all lands are held in common.
In conclusion, I wish to acknowledge the earnest and efficient aid which has been given
to the cause of Christianity and civilization in this agency by the contractors and employes
in charge of the various missions and schools, and also the valuable pecuniary assistance
which bas been rendered by Friends of Philadelphia and New England yearly meetings.
Very respectfully, &c.,
H.W.JONES,
United States Indian Agent.
The CoMMI SSIONER OF IN£HAN AFFAIRS.

OFFICE UNITED STA1'ES INDIAN AGENT,
SAc AND Fox AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,

Auj!ust 27, 1877.
In compliance will: instructions of circular letter of July 10, 1877, I have the honor to
submit the following report of the condition of this agency and the Indians under my
charge, . in which are included the Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi, numbering 405; the
Absentee Shawnees, 66 L; Mexican Kic.kapoos, 317, and the citizen Pottawatomies, numbering about 250; and, after an acquaintance with them for near two years, I can speak with
assurance, and it is a source of gratification to be able to test.ify to their general quiet,
peareable, and friendly disposition, as the year has passed away without any act of violence
or bloodshed. I believe the time is not far distant when most of them will cheerfully assume
the duties of good citizens in their habits and occupations, as the necessary and inevitable
result that must ere long come to them is now dawning with portentous evidences that to
them are unmistakable.
The Sacs and Foxes have added to their last year's area of cultivated land about 100 acres,
and, although a large portion of their reservation is not first quality for farming purposes,
their fields are generally located in rich valleys and low nooks ; and this, with the favorable
season for the growth of vegetation, has enabled them to raise abundant crops for home supply. And while their moneyed annuity enables most of them to live without much care or
exertion, a portion of them are improving their opportunity, and are accumulating some surplus property in cattle, hogs, and ponies. Some of them cultivated wheat for a few years,
but the long distance to any place where it could be manufactured into flour, and the diffi.
culties attending its cutting and thrashing, and their ill conveniences for preserving it, were
such tbat it did not seem to justify a continuance.
The ageucy buildings are in good condition, with the exception of the saw-mill and commissary or store-room. I have had such temporary repairs done to the mill during the summer as were necessary to put it in condition for grinding what corn was needed for bread
and to do a little sawing; but before it can be relied upon for regular business there will have
to be extensive repairs made, as the boiler will have to be replaced by a new one, or baTe
new flues. The machinery of the engine and saw also need considerable repairing. As
suitable timber for sawing w1thin convenient distance is scarce, it would seem hardly necessary to do this repairing, unlAss the mill was also provided with burrs aud bolt for manufacturing flour, which will soon be a necessity, and . the incentive for cultivating wheat increasAd.
The building used for storing supplies is insecure, both as a place of safety from theft and
keeping goods from being damaged by inclement weather. It is very important that this
building should be replaced by another, more substantial and secure, if the necessity for
storing supplies is continued.
The ac and Fox manual-l!l.bor school has been attended more regularly during the past
summer thR.n at any other time since I took charge of the agency, aod commendable progress has be n made by most of the children. The school-farm has been well cultivated, the
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larger boys l1elping at all the farm-work. An abundant supply of sweet corn, potatoes,
tomatoes, &c., for the use of the mission has been grown, beside the regular crop of corn
wheat, and oats.
Sabbath-school has been kept up during the year, and is generally well attended. Three
meetings for worship an~ held each week at the agency, one immediately following the Sabbath-school and one at evening; also one on fourth day (Wednesday) evening. These
meetings are generally attended by tho employes and a few Indians, beside those connected
with the school. The Baptists also hold roligiQus service twice a week at a member's house,
about three miles from the agency. They have a membership of 26, and I believe have been
instrumental in doing good by extending the knowledge of the love of Jesns and the story
of the cross.
Quite a goodly number of the Absentee Shawnees are working Indians, doing all the kinds
of labor required on an ordinary farm, with which most of them are provided, and the season
bas been so favorable that large crops of all tbrir common products have been grown. The
addition to the mission-building was completed in the latter paTt of June, but it was considered best not to adm1t other children at that time, as the warm weather was then coming
on, and it seemed necessary to have a short vacation, to allow of the house being furnished
and the school-room arranged by enlarging and supplying with new furniture, and the
authorized help was not sufficient to admit more children at that time Tlie school opened
again on the 20th instant, after a vacation of three weeks, with a favorable prospect for it to
be filled to its full capacity soon . . The crop on the .school-farm this season is excellent, and
they have sufficient supply of all commun garden-vegetables.
The Sam Warrior band, numbering more than <me-third of the tribe, is still west of the
Kickapoos, on the north side of North Fork, and the members refuse to avail themselves of
the privilege of selecting their land, as provided for in af',t of Congress approved May 23, 1872.
And in this connection I would also beg leave to cal l the attention of the honorable Commissioner to the necessity of Congress making an appropriation to pay for losses of property
belonging to the Absentee Shawnee Indians destroyed during the late rebellion because of
their loyalty, and while they were serving in the Union Army. Said claims having been
audited, are now on file in the Department at \Vashington.
The Me xican Kiclcapoos have done remarkably well, considering their restless disposition.
They have increased their cultivated land about one-half the past season, and their crops
are good. They now have about one hundred and fifty head of cattle, and from eighty to
one hundred head of bogs. They are putting up a mu ch larger amount of bay than ever
before, and every indication is that they will comply with t.he requirementl! of Government
without much hesitancy when they fully understand that business is meant with them. They
are also abandoning the custom of living in villages, and are scattering out, quite a number
having selected their locations, and have been making some improvements on them the past
summer in addition to th e regular work of tending the home-crop. Some have made rails,
broken up and fenced thei r farms, put up hay, and are getting out house-logs preparatory to
building this fall. No houses have been built by them this season, as they have heretofore
preferred living in their village "wickeups." Their stirring habits will insure thoir success
and make them apt student of progress, if their superstitious notions and aversion to educa·
tion could be supplanted by habits of Christianity and civilization.
The thirty-mile-sqnare tract of land upon which the Citizen Pottawatornies are located,
lies directly south of and adjacent to the ac and Fox and Mexican Kickapoo reserves.
They have made their selections south of Little River, (the Absentee Shawnees north.)
They are self-supporting, receiving no Government aid whatever. A school.house was
built for them two years ago , but, owing to their limited pecuniary circumstances and scattered condition, they have been unable to hire teachers or to maintain a school, and whatever
may have been their former condition, they are now objects of charity, and should hu.ve some
aid for school purpose , as many of them are far advanced in the scale of civilization, and
are anxious to huve their children educated.
1'he acs and Fox , and also the MexicatJ Kickapoos, still keep up the practice of making
annual vi its to the tribes around with whom they are friendly, for the purpose of exchanging or "smoking" ponies, a practice demoralizing, xpensive, and useless, as it inclines to
stimulate th ir nomauic disposition and foster their indifference in regard to the value of
prop rty and good , which are ostensibly gifts, but in reality doubly paid for. This practice, with th absolute authority conferred upon the chiefs, and their great aver ion to mannallabor, fr m an idea of its degmdat10n, are among the chief obstacle to civilization with
the e Indian ·. But still tb iocrea e in their crops, the large amount of bay put up, compared with form r year. , and a desire to ht~.ve more land broken, to enlarge their farms, indicate an ad vane in tb rigut direction; and just in the proportion that civilization, educau ral int •llig nee increa e the influence and al>solut colltrol of the chief
tion, and
d cr a
I h r
tical report.
LEVI \\i 0 DARD,
nited States Indian .dgent.
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OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
UNiTED STA'rEs UNION INDIAN AGEN'<.:Y,

Muskogee, Indian Territory, Stptembcr 11, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor of submitting this my second annual report as to the affairs pertaining to this agency, which embraces the following-named tribes: Cherokee, Creek,
Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Seminole.
It would be very improper for me to speak of this as a report of" my .Indians," because
of the manifest fact that during the y~ar just closed more of the time and labor of this office
have been given to the adjustment of difficulties and to other business of various kinds in
which white men to much the greatest extent have been connected. There is also a large
amount of Anglo-Saxon and African blood mixed with that of the Indians.
My work has not been to protect these tribes from cold and hunger by furnishing them
with clothing and food-these are not supplied by the United States Government-as much
as'it has been to protect them in their treaty rights against the impositions and craftiness of
dishonest wbite men. I would not intimate by this remark that there are no real good and
honest white men among these tribes. ThAre are very many, but those who are unscrupulous, selfish, unprincipled, and indolent fa.r outnumber them. And while the good and bon·
est white people living here are slow to speak and act against the sins of the country, the
latter are bold and reckless in their deeds of corruption ; in fact, they control, to a large
Axtent, the political and financial interests of the tribes·; and the crimes charged upon the
Indians in too many cases may be traced either directly or indirectly to the influence or acts
of corrupt, designing white men. These reflections naturally lead me, in this report, to
speak of
THE NECESSITY OF GOOD AND WHOLESOME LAWS,

by which to regulate the relations and obligation~ of the· United States citizen and Indian,
one with the other. It is a settled fact that the two classes are found here mingled together
in a;ll the varied relations of life, and that the' proportion of the former to the latter is imrueasur·
ahly greater than most people living outside of th~ Territory would suppose. Indeed, they
are so equally divided as to numbers, that there exists an absolute necessity for the exercise
.
of such laws as are equally binding upon both.
The Indians in each of the five tribes of this agency have laws of their own by which to
govern themselves. By these laws the innocent are protected and the guilty punished; but
being made and executed by themselves exclusively, they do not attach to United States
citizens. If a white m~;Ln sees fit, in his depravity, to infringe upon the rights of an Indian,
or to violate his pledge or contract with him, he has no redress whatever, as there is no
· tribunal to which he can appeal for justice. And so also, on the other hand, an Tndian may
trespass on the granted rights and privileges of a white man by a failure to meet his con·
tract, by public slander, by forcible possession of his property, and in a variety of other
respects, and there is no court to which he can appeal for satisfaction. The injured party,
whether United States citizen or Indian, may make his complaint to this office, and after a
careful investigation I may find the accused party verily guilty and so adjudge him, but
here ends the matter, and the guilty party is only encouraged to go on in his evil ways and
sin with a bolder hand, simply because he knows there is no law invested with power to
punish him for his wrong-doing, or compel him to make compensation for the injury done
to others. Such is tqe dilemma in which Indians and United States citizens are here placed
at the present time.
This office is often called upon to know i~ there is any law by which an Indian can collect
a debt of a United States citizf>n, or a United States citizen collect a debt of an Indian, either
by attachment or otherwise. Having never been able to find such a law myself, I decided
some months ago to make an example of one case by referring it :first to the Indian authorities, and if I failed there, then to refer it to tbe United States court. It was a case of debt
where dishonesty was supposed to be intended. Mr. S. Schable, a Cherokee by marriage,
had obtained credit of Mr. John Glunz, of Fort Scott, Kansas, for eighty-one dollars and
fifty-three cents' worth of goods. The account was about two years' standing, anJ Mr.
Glunz had failed to elicit any response to the letters he had freqnently written to Mr. Schable
in regard to his claim. He finally made a request of me to collect his account, and, knowing_as I did that Mr. Schable was a man of considerable wealth and engaged in a profitable
busmess, I sent him the account by mail, requesting his early attention to the settlement of
the_ same. An immediate answer by mail was received, acknowledging the justness of the
cla1m, saying, however, "I regret exceedingly that Mr. Glunz deemed it necessary to present his bill for settlement through your office." About a month afterward Mr. Glunz called
my attention to the account, and I again wrote Mr. Schable, informing him that if be did not
settle the claim before a certain time I should call the attention of the Cherokee authorities
to the matter. In answer to this note he said:
I clai~ to ~e a man of lawful age, neither insane nor in my dotage, and fully competent to manage my
o":Vn affa1r~ w1th_out the supe_rviHion or guardian~hip of any Indian agent.. That I am a oitizen of this Indian
tr1be certainly gives no officu~l authority to interfere with or direct my private business. As to the implied
threat of ref~rence o.f the cla1m of Mr. ~lunz to the proper Indian authorities for collection, I have to say
that I am qlllte well Informed as to how far such authority extends.
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Having received this caustic answer, implying that the Indian laws could afford no aid in
the collection of the debt, I transmitted the account, with the correspondence, to Judge I. C.
Parker, of the United States court for the western district of Arkansas, with the request that
he inform me if the account was collectible by any process of law; to which he answered,
"I have called the attention of the district attorney to the case, and there are no steps he can
take to aid in the recovery of the property."
. From the foregoing it may readily be seen how needful it is that some new laws (approved alike by the United States and the several tribes of this agency) be enacted for the
· better regulation of the relations and obligations that exist here betwet\n citizen and noncitizen. But if such laws cannot be created and enforced without the infringement of treaty
stipulations and in perfect accord with the wishes of the Indian authorities, I s•1bmit the
question, as the next best solution of the difficult problem, Would not the establishment of
A UNI1'ED STATES COUR'r IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY

be practicahle? The benefits of such a court to the Indians, located in their midst, would be
of incalculable value, in that it would secure more speedily and more certainly the arrest and
panishrnent of the guilty, and probably lessen the expense to the United States Government
of prosecuting crime in the Indian Territory. As it now is, with the United States court at
l!"'ort Smith, Arkansas, a distance of from one to three hundred miles from the places where
crimes are committed, and with no facilities for public traveL and over a rough and sparselysettled region of country, it is with the greatest reluctance that cases of crime are reported
and the testimony of witnesses secured. Very many guilty ones go unpunished for no other
reason than that the injured party and the witnesses to the committal of the crime are unwilling to subject themselves to the tediousness of a trip to Fort Smith, and the still more
dreaded tediousness of waiting there in suspense, it may be for weeks, till their case should
come before the court. in its regular turn.
There was a clear case of larceny committed by a United States citizen, an old offender,
presented at this office last week by an Indian, which illustrates the neeessity of a eourt
nearer at hand. Th e Indian and myself, after much trouble, succeeded in finuing out where
the thief had disposed of the stolen property. The testimony was abundant and reliable,
and yet the Inaian himself and the witnesses expressed ari unwillingness to have the case
go up to Fort Smith, because of the tediousness of the journey and the uncertainty of the
time of the trial. It is, I believe, the general opinion on the part of the more intelligent
Indians, as well as many others in this agency, that more effectual laws regulating the mutual relations and obligations of citizen and non-citizen, and the establishment of a United
States court in the Indian Territory, are imperative necessities to the promotion of peace and
safety among the 55,000 peopie, whites, mixed bloods, and full bloods that reside !::ere.
The five civilized tribes in Union agency, as is well known, occupy the eastern portion
of the Indian Territory, embracing an area of country about two hundred miles square, of
which the climate is unsurpassed for its mildness, and possessing a soil of great fertility,
adapted to the production of all the cereals of the temperate zone and many of the tropical
fruits.
As I remarked in my last report, "Each tribe or nation has a constiLutional government,
with legi lative, judicial, and executive departments, and conducted on the same plan as
our State governments, the entire expenses of which are paid out of their own funds, which
are derived from interest on various stocks and bonds, the invested proceeds of the sale of
their lands, and held in trust by the Government of the United States, which interest is
paid the treasurers of th& different nations semi-snnually, and by them disbursed on national warrants issued by the principal chief and secretary, and registered by the auditors."
Except among the Seminoles, none of the money thus paid is used per capicn, but is devoted exclu ively to carrying on the government and the support of schools. The amount
thus received and disbur ed are-Cherokees, 160,000; Creeks, $75,000; Choctaws,
60,000; and Chickasaws, 60,000.
The population of each tribe, accoruing to the last census taken, is as follows :
Cherokees ...•.........•....••.•...••.•....•....••....•••....•.........•.••. 18,672
reeks ...•...•.......•••............••....••.....•...........•....... · ·- · · 14,000
Choctaws .........••............•.•.••.•..•.........••................•.... 16,000
hick a aws ...•....••.....•••......•••..............••..........•.......••. 5,600
eminol s .............••.....................................••............ 2,443
Total
,JIEROKEE

. The . h rok
are ·w 1~ advanc~J in iviliz~tion, and t\Te an intellig nt, temp. rate, and
mdu tnou p opl , v bo hv by th hon t fnuts of their labor, and eem ambiLiou to advane both a to tL d v lopm •n of their land and the conv nience of tb ir uom . In
th ir council may b ~ u~d men of 1. tuning and ability; and it is doubtful if their rapid prog·
r . from a t t f Wild buJlnm m to that of civilization and enlightenment ha any
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parallel in the history of the world. What required 500 years for the Britons to accomplish in this direction they have accomplished in 100 years.
Scltools.

They have ample provisions for the education of all their children to a degree of advancement equal to that furnished by an ordinary college in the States. They have 75 common
day-schools, kept open ten months in the year, in the different settlements of the nation.
Then for the higher education of their young men and women they have two commodious
and well-furnished seminaries, one for each sex, and, in addition to those already mentiOned,
they have a manual-labor school and an orphan asylum. All these buildings used for
school purposes are of the best style of architecture, and are equipped with furniture and
fixtures of the latest and best manufacture. The cost of maintaining these schools the past
year was, as reported by the superintendent of public instruction, $73,441.65, of which
$41,475 was paid. as salary to teachers and $31,666.65 for other purposes.
The estimated amount of personal property owned by them, aside from their improvements
on their land, is as follows :
Pltblic buildings.

Capital buildings •••.....•••••....••••...••••........••••.•..... .••• ..•...
Male seminary . • • • • . . . . . . • . . . • • . . • • • • . . . . . . . . • . • • . . . • • • . . . . • . . . • ••.. _•••.
Female seminary .••••.....•....••••........•.........•.......•....•.••••••
Orphan asylum ..•.•..•..•..•...•.••••..•••••••...••••...•••..••.....•••••
Blind. insane, deaf and dumb asylum .•.•••.•••••....••••......•...•...•••..
Printing-house .••••..•••........•......••........•.•...•••••.•••••.......•
Jail .•••••.....•••......•.....•..••••....•••••..•••...•..••.........••...

$22,000
75,000
75,000
70,000
7,000
5,000
7,000

;!6l,UOO

Total
Personal prope1·ty. ·

Horses ............••••..•••...••••...••.....•••...•••..••••..••••.•••.•.•. $12,000
2,000
Mules ...•...........•. - - - - .. - - - - .•. - - - - ·- - - - • • • - - -- · - - - • • • · • • • • • • • - - - • • • · •
Cattle .•.......•.....•••••...••.•.......•••••..•.•.•.•••••.•.•••..••••....• 45,000
Swine .••••....••....•...••••.•...•....•.••...•••.••.•... .•.••....... _..... 35,000
Sheep ................................................ ~ •. _.. _•.••••••••••..• 10,000
They have 24 stores, 22 mills, and 65 smith-shops, owned and conducted by their own
citizens,
Their constitution and laws are published in book-form, and from their printing-house
goes forth among the people, in their own language, and also in English, the Cherokee Advocate, a weekly paper, which is edited with taste and ability by native Cherokees.
The Delawares, now numbering 7:~3, are incorporated with the Cherokee Nation, and are
located mostly in the northwest part of the Cherokee domain, next to the southern line of
Kansas. Many of them have made valuable improvements since they came from Kansas
in 18i2, but are somewhat restless in their present relations with the Cherokees, and would
prefer, if possible, to reorganize as a. tribe and be moved to some other place where they
could have a reservation of their own. They still have an invested fund which yields thAm
as mterest a per capita payment semi-annually of about $28 to every man, woman, and
child.
CREEKS.

'!'he Creeks, during the past year, have made commendable progress in the ways and
customs of civilized life. Th eir farms have, in many cases, been enlarged and better cultivated, and an abundant harvest, more than enough for home consumption, awaits the band
of the husbandman. Besides the cultivated crops they derive in a seasonable year a
profitable income from the pecan harvest. It is estimated that more than $30,000 were
realized from this source the pa:>t year, and present prospects are equally good this year.
Sc!tools.

They have 28 public schools, with 28 teachers, to whom they pay in the aggregate for
their services $11 200, and for other purposes $1,800, inclusive of the salary of the superintend ent of public instruction, making a total of $ 13,000 expended for school purposes.
Aside from the public schools they have two manual-labor schools, the Tallahassee Mission,
situated between the Arkansas and Verdigris Rivers, and about five miles from this agency,
with conveniences for about 80 boardil1g pupils of both sexes, and the other, Asbury M1ssion,
situated near Eufaula, with conveniences for about the same number of pupils, males exclusively. These schools are uuder the.,care of,;;the Presbyterian and Methodist denomination:!!.

506

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

The Muskogee Female Institute is a Baptist mission school of ·considerable note, with
Rev. Joseph Perryman, a native Creek, as principal. Appropriations have been made
by the council for two other mission schools, which will soon probably be opened. One of
them is for the freedmen citizens of the nation, who share equally in f}ll the rights and priv•
ileges of the t.ribe.
Provisions were made at the last council for the support of eighteen young men while
obtaining an education in the States. They are nowjpursuing their studies at different in·
stitutions.
Political.

This people has always been divided into two political parties, but strange to say the
division at present is not based upon any former antagonism of party leaders or principles.
New issues seem to have arisen, so that the line is drawn between those who are the friends
respectively of the first and second chiefs, both of whom were elected to office by the old
anti-Chicota party. It is difficult to tell what constitutes the platform of the two parties
othP-r than what has grown out of the late act of the council in impeaching the first chief
and in promoting the second chief to his place. No serious difficulty is anticipated from
the change.
CHOCTAWS.

This tribe occupies a large domain just south of the Cherokees and Creeks. In point of
natural resources it is wealthy. Its pine forests, coal, silver, nnd lead mines are inexhaustible. The people, as a whole, are making commendable progress socially, intellectually, and religiously, but they seem to have lost sight, in some degree, of the importance of
keepin~ their most intelligent and wisest men to the front, so indispensable to their progress
and enJoyment of civilized life.
Schools.
They furnish ample provisions for the education of their children, having fifty-four dayschools, one boarding and one manual-labor school, at which there are about twelve hundred
pup1ls in attendance. These schools the past year have cost the tribe $29,022.50, of which
$12,000 was paid to the teachers, while the balance was expended for other purposes. Aside
from these national schools, there are several private institutions supported by the tuition of
the pupils at various points in the nation, particularly along the line of the railroad.
Of the amount expended for educational purposes, $1,522.50 was denved from royalty
for coal taken out of their mines at McAlester and other places.
New Hope Seminary, a female boarding-school, located near Scullyville, close to the eastern boundary of their reserve, has about 50 pupils, for whose board and other expenses the
council annually approprit~.tes $5,000, while the Methodist Board of Missions pays the salary
of the teachers and such othflr expenses as the amount appropriated by the council fails to
meet.
CinCKASAWR.

The Chickasaw tribe is located directly west of the Choctaw domain, and is separated
from Texas on the south by the Red River. They speak the same language as the Choctaws, and it is supposed, with a good degree of probability, that at some time in the past,
more or Jess remote, they con tituted one and the same tribe. This tribe posses es more
wealth in proportion to their numbers than any other, which may be attributed, so far as
their improvements are concerned, to the fact that they have in years past employed white
labor. With a soil unsurpa sed in Jichnes~, adapted to the growth of cotton and all sorts
of grain, large and small, they have until the present year increased their herds and permanent improvements very rapidly, but this year, owing to the heavy tax of $25 imposed upon
each white laborer, o many have been forced to leave the country it is doubtful if the people will be able any more th u to raise enough grain for home consumption.
Schools.

They have xpended for schools the past year $43,000, which is the amount available
each year, being the intere ton their inve ted funds sat apart for school purposes. Their
cbool-buildmg with their fixture are valued at 50,000. They have of late decided, and
p rhap wi. ly, to educ te their children at home, and to this end they have organized a
com piE te y tem of public in traction within the reach of all the families. In addition to
their COID:mon choo~ catt red judiciously o~er the country, they have established an aca4my or ht rb- chool1n each of the four counttes of the nation, where students pur ue thmr
studie b yond the primary brancbe .
It w uld
m from article 11 of the treaty of October 20,. 1 32, (Laws U. S., vol. , p.
1162,) tb t the scboot.fund 11hould be equally participated in by all the people, whether they
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reside in the Chickasaw country or elsewhere. But I am informed that not less than 2,000
of the Chickasaws reside in Tobocksey County, Choctaw Nation, whose ehildren have no
school privileges, being deprived of their share of the school-fund of their tribes. There
are likewise many of the Choctaws who live in the Chickasaw Nation, whose children are
excluded from the Chickasaw schools. With the ample funds possessed by these two
tribes for school purposes, it would seem that none of their children should be deprived of the
privileges of an education.
·
The report of the superintendent of public instruction for the past year shows that they
have 13 district schools, with 1,133 pupils enrolled. The four academies or high-schools
are let out by contract for a term of five years, the contractors furnishing the teachers. In
three of them they furnish everything to the pupils except clothing· at the rate of $175 per
year, while in the other clothing and all is furnished for $200 per year.
FREEDMEN.

The freedmen of the Choctaw and Chiekasaw Nations are deprived of all participation in
the school-funds of the Indians, and consequently have no advantages of an education except
what is furnished to them by the Government of the United States. There are at present five
schools sustained for their benefit, which are, however, accessible only to a small portion,
comparatively, of the colored population of these two tribes. The condition of these people
is somewhat peculiar, since they have none of the rights and privileges of the Indians and
are without the protection of the United States laws except in criminal cases.
SEMlNOLES.

The Seminoles occupy a tract of 200,000 acres lying directly west of the Creek reserve.
They are making rapid progress in the accumulation of property, and their buildings and
farms are being enlarged and improved each year. Being located on so small a territory,
their habitations are comparatively near P.ach other and a stimulus is thereby exerted upon
each one to appear as far advanced as his neighbor, and their leaders being men of Christian
. character, the people folio>¥ as near as may be in the line marked out, and are consequently
reaping benefits in improved farms, increase of stock, and children growing up in intelligence. They have five schools and one academy or boarding-school under the supervision
of the Presbyterian board. They expend annually $2,500 for the support of their schools.
'The Seminoles receive an annual annuity of $2::>,000, which is divided among them per
capita.
Personal property. .·

Horses .•••...........••...•......•....••••..•....••••.....•..••••••...•...• 3,000
150
Mules .......................................... ··•••· ...... ·••••· ...... ••••
Cattle .••••..••••...•••....••......•..••••..••••..•••..•••••....•...••..•••• 16,000
Swine ..................................................................... . 25,000
500
Sheep...... . . • • . . . . • • • • . . • • • • . • • • • • . ••• -- •••• - •••. - . ---- .• ---- • . -- ~ - · ·---- •
and of farm-products there have bean raised the present year 400 bushels of wheat, 250,000
bushels of corn, 1.000 bushels of oats, and 2,000 bushels of potatoes. 'fheir reserve is
divid ed about as follow s : J 33,000 a cres of.tillable ground, 150,0UO acres of wooded ground,
50, 000 a cres of grazing-ground, and 67,000 acres of valueless ground. They have in cultivation a bout J 3,000 acres.
RELIGIOUS.

There are about two hundred church organizations among the Inqians of this agency
representing -the Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian denominations of Christians with a~
aggregate membership of over ten thousand, the fruits of the faithful labors of white' missionaries supplemented by that of the native preachers. The meeting-houses of the Indians are
built usually of logs and similar in character to their neighborhood school-houses. During
the past year the religious work of the different denominations has, by the grace of God,
been prospered.
S. W. MARSTON,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMI SIONER OF !NOlAN AFFAlRS.
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OFFICE WICHITA A.GENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,

Eighthmonth 20, 1877.
In accordance with Department requirement, I submit herewith my second annual report
of the condition of this agency.
A. recent enumeration of the different tribes shows that there are I ,295 Indians attached
to this agency, divided into bands as follows :

Caddoes, including Delawares and Ionies. ..... . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . • . . . . • • • • . . . . • .
Wichitas . • • • • . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • . • • • • • . . • • • • . • . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .
Tow aeon ies. . . . . . . . • • . . . • • • • • . . • • . . . . • • • . . • • • • . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . • . • .
W acoes ..•••.•. •••. .•.••...•....... : . . . • • . . . . • • • . . • • • • . . • . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • • . . .
Keechies . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . • • • • • . . . . • • . . • . . • . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Comanches . . • • • . . . • • . . . • • • • . . . . • . . . . . . . • . • . • • . . . . • . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • • • • •

643
2 10
154
45
90
153

Total • . • • . . . . . • . . . . . . • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . I , 295
of which there are 398 men, 479 women, 2~2 boys, and 186 girls.
These people are all peaceable and well disposed, aud are actively engaged in agricultural
pursuits, and to a limited extent in stock-raising.
The advancement made during the past year by the wilder portion of these Indians in the
arts of peace has been very marked and exceediHgly encouraging. While there are a few
of the men who still follow the former mode of life, the great majority have t:.~.ken hold of
the new road in earnest, and the results are equal to the highest expectations.
The Keeclzies are probably the least advanced as a tribe, although improvement is visible.
While all the other tribes have been builtling houses extensively, they have been unable to
make permanent houses, owing more to their poverty i:q horses than from disinclination to
build.
The Comanches residing on this reservation, a band of the Pennetethka.s, have shown a
decided advancement, having built seven houses at their own expense, and beside made a
large number of fence-rails, sufficient to fence 48 acres, and have cultivated the land thus
inclosed.
The Wichitas, Wacoes, and Towaconies are virtually one people, speaking the same language, the names of Wacoes and Towaconies being given to the descendants of two bands
of the Wicbitas, who !lbout one hundred years ago left the main tribe on the Neosho River,
in Kansas, one taking up a residence on the Arkansas River, near the present town of
Wichita, and the other pushing on to Texas. These Indians have increased in number the
past year, the census showing an increase of twenty-two.
These people have built J7 houses and fenced 75 acres of land, which thP.y are cultivating,
besides about ~7!) acres previously fenced, and their progress bas been very gratifying.
The Cadrloes show an increase in numbers of u:3, <lue in part to absentees (principally
Ionies) returning hom the Shawnee and other adjaceut nations, and in part to actual increa. e by births.
Together with the lonies and Delawares, they cultivate 1,400 acres of land, having added
80 I.J.Cres the past year. They have added ~5 new houses, and but a very few families are
now living in the old gra ·s houses. One bnndred and twenty-five acres of lan<l have been
broken by the Government the past year. The total amount broken is 1,()50 acres, 100 acres
of which, being worthleAs, is not cultivated on that ground, and about 50 acres more which
might be cultivated to advantage bas not been w01ked the past sea·on. This land wa a sign d to a portion of th e 1Jelawares, who were unable, on account of loss of stock by Lor ethieve , to cultivate as much as was intended. I estimate 1, 00 acres of land in cultivation, l ,_7~0 of which is planted in corn. The yiel<l will probably average 20 busbels to the
acre, g1vmg a the gro, s result 34,000 bushels of corn. Of other produce, RUCb as melons,
~eans, pumpkins, potatoes, an<l garden-vegetables genemlly, the yield has been very satisfactory, and ba been of great good in supplementing- an in . ufficient issue of rations.
A small beginning bas been made at stock-raising, and great expectations can doubtle s
be realiz d. The iute1est di played by all is evidence of the feasibility of the id a of tnakiug
_to<"lt-rai:ers of the e people, and their past success with horses and ponies ju tifies the belief that they are partiCularly adapted to the business.
'fh c~10ol continued in . e ion ten months, closing on ixthmonth :10. Throughout th e
t rm t~1 mt re ·t of the Indiaus was manifested by fr quent visits and prompt att ndanc of
th cLlldren, and there can be no doubt of the beneficial influence it is exerting, through the
scholar , ov r tb ir par •nt , vi ·i bl' in many ways.
H ligiou m ling Lave be n held regularly each first-day, and frequ Btly through the
''" · k, g 11 :ally \\Cit att•nd d by \'bite, both mplojes and re.·id nt ·, and Indi a n:, frquentl · try111g th capactity f the room to its utmo ·t extent. A great inter'. t ha b •n
mat~ift ~~~ by mauy of th_ \\:ichit" , Caddoe., and Delaware in piritual matter., fuurtPI'D
ltliVlllg' JOllleJ ou rl nonunatwn of 'hri tians und while it i uot claimed til y tully compr !1eud tho fnl~ . igniticautP of tho matter, they' do =.nder~tand the great fundamen al kuth
Inch nrc r qm lle to a proft• ion .
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During- the year about 5,000 buffalo-robes have been dr.essed and sold to the traders.
These robes, with peltries, buckskins, &c., have produned about $30,000.
Depredations by horse-thieves have been frequent and grievous. Many havA lost their
entire stock. A small detail of soldiers, placed here by the commanding officer of Fort Sils
has had the effect to check this stealing to ·a great extent, and for over a month no theft
have occurred. The continuance of the detail here temporarily is recommended.
While the crops will not be as large as the previous years, the season has on the whole
been favorable, and the high waters of May and early June were not so damaging as last
year to g-rowing crops.
The supplies furnished the past year were, with but one or two exceptions, uniformly good,
and the delivery of them by the contractor was prompt and satisfactory.
The saw-mill has rendered good service in sawing- lumber and grinding r·.orn, having
sawed more than 100,000 feet of logs and ground over 2,000 bushels of corn. Lumber has
been furnished for fifty-one houses erected during the year, besides the repairs to houses previously built. Other material has also been furnished, such as sash, window and door frames,
nails, &c., which has kept all employes fully occupied.
Intemperance among the Indians h~:ts been ver.Y ram, not a single case of whi.sky-peddling having been reported to this of-fice. This is due to the stand taken by prominent chiefs
to arrest all peddlers.
The agency farm of forty acres has been planted mostly to corn, and ·will probably produce sufficient to forage the public animals dunng the coming w~nter.
During the past year 220 rods of board fence and 144 rods of rail fence have been made
about the Government field and pastures. In addition to this, 175 rods of rail fen~e have
been made for Indians who suffered a loss of the fences by accidental fires.
A log-way has been added to the saw-mill, with a view to having logs floated down to tl1e
mill. Experience has proven that this way has materially reduced the cost of logs to the
Government, and has already fully paid for itself.
The most prominent need at present is a proper building for storage of provisions and
annuity-goods. Attention was called to this matter in previous report, but no change for
the better has occurred.
Much uneasiness is felt by the Indians on account of the reservation they now occupy
not being assigned to them by treaty, aud it is certainly desirable that this matter be soon
settled definitely.
Some dissatisfaction has existed among some of the Indians, due to the inability of the
Government to satisfy the desires of eac.h individual ; but it is confidently asserted that the
condition of these Indians is far better than ever before.
For more minute information attention is respectfully invited to accompanying statistics,
which have been made as carefully as circumstances would admit, considerable reluctance
being found on tbe part of the Indians to ~ive correct information in regard to their stock.
In conclusion, I desire to return my thanks to the Department for its promptness and liberality in meeting requisitions and wishes, and to the employes generally, who have in all
matters exhibited a commendable spirit of energy and desire to further the objects aimed at.
Nor should I forget to return thanks to that higher Ruler above, without whose favor all our
efforts must have been in vain.
Respec tfully submitted.
A. C. WILLIAMS,
United States Indian Agent.
The Coi\niiSSTONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

AGENCY

SAc AND Fox INDIANS TN IowA,
'l'oledo, August 21, 1877.
SIR: In accordance with the instructions received from Indian Bureau, I have the honor
to submit a report of the condition of the Sac and Fox Iudia.ns in Iowa for the year ending
August 31, 1S77.
The reservation of this tribe is located in Central Iowa, on the Iowa River, in Tama
County, and embraces 692 acres of laud, they having purchased since last report 273 acres
adjoining, from their annuity.
The lands are more adapted to grazing than to agricultural pursuits. They are held in
trust for the use and benefit of the tribe. They have about 130 acres of land under plow
and 60 acres of land in tame grass, the balance being wild and wooded. Nearly all of the
land is under fence. They plant most of their land to corn, but raise potatoes, beans, onions,
squashes, anLl some tobacco. They will realize a good crop of everything planted this year.
The tribe numbers 341, there being L62 males aud 179 females. There have been six
births during the year and six deaths; a majority of the deaths being among the old people.
The progress of this tribe has been slow in many respects ; their lands are not adapted to
farming, and they cannot find permanent employment at home for all and have to tak 3 their
chances as unsk.iJled laborers for wor '{; hence Lthey rai~e a gr<'at m my ponies, now ha -.·ing
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by estimate 650 on the reservation, from which they sell at all times, while the men depend
on temporary employment, hunting, trapping, and the annuity received from the Government.
Their lands being held in common, under tribal relations, works to their decided disadvantage in the way of agriculture, as but small tracts are allowed to each head of a family.
This should be done away with, and some means adopted to give each head of a family all
tpe land necessary for the support of the family, and make them depend primarily upon
this, and every other source of income secondary. Without habits of industry followed by
suitable reward they cannot advance successfully, and this must with them be found in the
soil. They have made some advancement in disposition to labor, besides t"Qeir farming,
· having cut and properlJ cared for upward of 80 tons of timothy hay; and every male
Indian not employed at home has gone out in the harvest-fields and earned what he could;
many of them are skillful binders, and secure good wages.
Their personal property is estimated at $ 15,000, consisting chiefly of ponies. The recent
purchase of more land bas proved very beneficial, the land being superior to that already
owned by them; and now that their lands are nearly all fenced, but little truspassing hasoccurred.
They have a good school-house, but their pn:>judice against going to school is so strong
that I have not been able to overcome it sufficiently to warrant the employment of a teacher
in good faith with the Government, yet at times have improved opportunities and secured
an irregular attendance through the farmer employed, and some of the young have learned
to read and write. This prejudice exists larg·ely with the old men of the tribe, and they
govern the balance accordingly. I would recommend compulsory means to enforce attendance, as persuasion is of no effect, and they will not yield so long as they think they are
not obliged to do so.
The farmer employed devotes his entire time to instructing them in agricultural pursuits.
and labors with them, and manifests great care for the old and helpless, especially during
winter.
.
Several of the Indians have bought lands away from the tribe, are conforming to the habits
and customs of the whites, and doing well. 'l'he tribal relations of these Indians should be
broken up, personal relianc.e for support of families enforced, and they would soon assume
the proper relations of citizenship in a large degree. They are only held now by their
modes of worship; the distribution of annuity, and their strong local attachments of place.
Several have teams, and remain distant from the reservation at work, but return to participate in their annual feasts, or t1apping expeditions; the same with a large number of young
men.
They are beginning to understand thoroughly their obligations under the law and are
peaceful, and have not been guilty of any misdemeanors, and have quietly submitteu in
numerous instances to petty impositions without redress. As a class they are honest, and
are trusted by the merchants to the extent of their ability to pay. They deserve the sympathy and friendship of the whites around them, and taking into consideration their close
proximity to several towns, the frequent visiting of their reservation by the low whites
and the tramps of the country, they have sustained themselves well. They de iro seclusion,
and look upon any advancement in the way of education or division of the tribe as an
encroachment, and zealously protest against it through their " headman." The young
ruen are fast learning to speak the English language and are adopting civilized dress.
Situated as they are, on very poor land for farming, driven by necessity to resort to the
modes most acceptable to them for support, their population beyond the returns of their
lands, they have maintained an existence, and made con siderable progress.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

THOMAS S. FREE,
Cnited States Indian Agent.

Tl.e COMMI •. lONER OF INDL\N AFFAIRS,
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INDIAN AFFAIRS.
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
CENTRAL SUPERINTENDENCY,

Lazorence, Kans., September, 1877.
I subm;t herewith my second annual report, with those of the agents who report through
th1s offi:::e.
The limits of this superintendency at the present time embrace eleven agencies, as follows:
Title of agency.

Tribes.

1. Indians in Kansas .. Pottawatomies .••..•..•..•........
Kickapoos ....................... .
Chippewas and Munsees ..••......
2. Quapaw .......... .. Quapaws ..............•••...•..•..
Peorias, Miamis, &c ........•......
Ottawas ....••....•.•.....•........
Wyanclotts ...................•... .
Eastern Shawnees ................ .
Senecas ...........•......•......•.
Moclocs ....... . ....•.....•.........
3. Union ............ .. Cherokees ....•.............•......
Creeks .......................... -.

~: ~~~~e_:::::~ ::::::::

Agents.

}M. H. Newlin .. .............. ..

I

)>H. W.Jones .. ................ ..

pihoe.

9. Wichita .......... ..

990

1, 26~

I

J

1
I

~~E~~~:~~~~~:~:::::::::::::::::: JS. W. Marston ................. .

54,000

Great and Little Osages .. .. .. .. .. . C. Beede ....................... .
Kaws .............................. C. Beede ....................... .

2, 691
424
1, 521

Abs~ntee S_hawnees ....... ..... ...
L. Woodard .................. ..
Mexican Kwkapoos .....•........
Southern Cheyennes .............. l
Southern Arapal.Joes .............. >J.D.Miles ................... ..
Apaches ..........................
Northern Cheyennes ............. .

1, 383

6. Pawnee .......... .. Pawnees .......................... C.H.Searing ................... .
7. Sac and Fox ...... .. Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi..... }

8. Chevenno and A.ra-

Population.

J

fSA.

5, 002

~~cf~~!sa~d -~ffiii~-t~d- b·a:~d~:::::::
C. Williams ................ .
Kiowas ... ........................ .
ancile~
Comanches .....................·... J.M.Haworth ............... ..
Apaches ........................ ..
11. Ponca ............ .. Poncas .. .. .. . .. • .. . .. . . . . . .. . • . . . . E. A. Howard ................. ..

2, 978

Total .................•................••.............. :.... ..• .. . .. . . . . ... . . .•.... .•. .

72,234

10. Kiowa and Com-

1, 295

681

The jurisdiction of the superintendency over the Union agency does not, however, extend
to any affairs except such as may be specially assigned by the Department, or may be
required by terms of treaties, so that practically the number of Indians under its oversight
is about 18,000. A reference to the reports of the various agents will indicate that these
Indians are in very different stages of progress toward civilization, according to the varying
influences that have been brought to bear upon them. These reports are so full as to the
condition of the several agencies that a reference to them seriatim seems unnecessary.
They contain unmistakable eviJences of advancement in the proper direction on the part of
the Indians, as well as a more accurate perception on the part of the agents themselves of
the most practical methods of effecting the improvement of those under their charge.
IT IS ESPECIALLY N01'ICEABLE

that the boarding-schools are gradually taking on the condition of institutions for industrial
training, and issues to the adult Indians of stock-cattle are well calculated to encourage
them in a mode of subsisting themselves to which both they and their country seem well
adapted. The experiments in this last direction have been on a small scale. The means
at our command for the purpose have been small, and had it been otherwise it would not
have been prudent to do more than to encourage and stimulate those Indians who would
take good care of the stock which they received. I am sure, however, that very many of
this class will !)ucceed so well that others will be anxious to follow their example, and that
a prudent persistence in this policy will prove ultimately economical to the Government by
developing a desire for individual ownership of property, and a determination of each man
to depend upon his own efforts instead of looking through his tribal organization to the
Government for support. Moreover, so soon as an Indian takes an interest in raising his
own cattle he begins to lose his inclination for hunting buffalo, and when he ceases to
roam over the plains as a hunter be also dispenses with the larger part of that ruthlessness
characterizing the roaming, raiding savage.
In several of the agencies there has been a decided progress in improvements of a per•
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manent character, such as erection of houses, enlargement of farms, &c., and a favoring
season bas resulted in encouraging returns for almost all crops. Most of the new Indian
houses have been built by themselves, with the exception of doors, windows, nails, and in
some instances shingles, with the aid of agency employes for the finishing part of the
work.
THE SCHOOLS

have been well sustained and the buildings in several agencies have been enlarged, and
some new ones will soon be erected in others. It is believed that the arrangements are now
such at most of the agencies, that the school-work of the coming year may be prosecuted
with still greater success, provided the necessary funds are available.
The removal of the
PONCA INDIANS

from their reservation in Dakota to the northeastern part of the Indian Territory constitutes the most important epoch in the history of that tribe. So far as possible, the efforts of
the Government should be directed to their early settlement upon individual allotments with
inalienable possession. To this end the Quapaws should be compensated for their reservation and their title equitably extinguished.
The climate of the Indian Territory is so different from that of Dakota that it is not
surprising there is a great deal of severe sickness among the Poncas. They were exposed
on their march southward to a constant succession of wet, stormy weather, and reached
their present location in midsummer, and have since been camped around the commissary
in a malarial climate under very unfavorable hygienic conditions. I have vreat hope, however, that, with the care of Agent Howard and the agency physician, no unexpected fatality
will occur, provided they are supplied with a sufficient amount of proper medicines, of the
need of which due notice bas been forwarded. As the removal of Indians is a very serious
business in its effects upon them, I would suggest in future that ample preparation be
made for their settlement and protection, as well as for their transit. A novel application of
INDIAN LABOR,

originating in the earnest recommendation of Agent Miles in his annual report of last year,
bas thus far succeeded very well, and with all the cost to the Government of the transportation for his agency is not likely to exceed the usual rates. It is very irnporLant that the
employment of Indian labor in this way should again be sanctioned by Congress, and it is
to be hoped that another year will £nd other agents following the example of Agent Miles.
It was proposed for them to do so the present season, but their estimates of the cost in every
case exceederl the usual rates.
THE QUALITY OF 'l'HE SUPPLIES

purchased for the Indians the past year bas been in most cases unusually good. The arti
ciA of beef in the winter and spring bas been quite as poor as usual. The heavy snow, which
fell late in De~ember and covered the surface for weeks in some parts of the Territor.y, made
the winter unusually bard upon cattle. In some cases, at the solicitation of the lndiA.n ,
bacon was substituted for beef for a few months. Taking the year throughout, I think
there bas been less complaint than I ever knew for the same length of time of shortness of
supplies at the several agencies.
In order, however, to prevent an exhaustion of the amounts allowed for the year, it wa
actually necessary that many of the Indians should go upon the hunt. This of course was
undesirable in many respects, and a.gai n t the general policy of the Government. Due care
was taken, however, to apply to the military for a detail of troops, in charge of a proper officer, to accompany each hunting party. Through the courtesy of General Pope and the officers commanding at :E orts 'ill and Reno, the e applications have always been re ponded to
\Tith readine , and it is my belief that the precaution thus taken has been of very great
ervice. The Indian have felt themselve · to be under authorized supervi ion, even when
upon the cha. P., and have doubtle been favorably affected thereby; while they have al. o
to a considf'rable extent, th ugh not entirely, been protected from the depredations of hor ethieve and the demoralization of the ~ hi ky traffic.
A. imple calCulation will how that the annual appropria. ions for sub i tence are insufficieu for the maintcn:lnce of the Indian in the outhwe ·tern part of the Territory. It i no
prob· b , how ver, tha 'ongre ':! wiJJ increa e the amount and I am uot sure that it would
e \•·i c to do o. If the Indian '· re kept at their ag ~cief; in clo e quart r and fed to
the full, they would die at a rapid rate. The chano-e of habit woul<l be too udden for
foly. ' bey nil not all at ouce engRge in industrial pursuit , and there is prob bly uo
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better plan than to use every available method of encouraging the industries of settled life,
especially stock-raising, and in the mean time allow them, under proper safeguards, to eke
out the Government appropriations by occasional hunts within the limits of their reservations. Beyond a provision, however, for their actual necessities, I think that hunting
should be entirely discouraged. .
NO GENERAL COUNCIL

of the Indians of the Territory has been held during the past year, as there was not a suffieient appropriation for the purpose.
In several of the agencies there are grievons complaints of demoralization by the
LIQUOR TRAFFIC,

and unless the former stringency of the law is restored, it is difficult to find a remedy.
THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES

should also punish Indians for crimes against Indians.
NO INSTAJ;'lCE

bas occurred in this superintendency for a year past in which an Indian has killed a white
person, or committed any depredations upon the property of white people; at least I have
not been able to learn of any instance of the kind. Upon this point, however, I have no
report or statistics from the five tribes composing the Union agency.
The labors of this office have been greatly increased in the past six months by the <1uty
of making most of the
PURCHASES FOR THE SEVERAL AGENCIES,

as well as in several instances for agencies outside of the superintendency. I allude, of
course, to such purchases as have heretofore been made by the agents themselves. I have
made most of these upon certified vouchers, so that the purchase was immediately reported
for examination and final audit before payment was made. It is very creditable to the Gov- .
ernment that the payments in almost every case have been prompt and satisfactory to the
parties furnishing the supplies. With the present arrangement for the prompt settlAment of
this class of vouchers, it seems to me a better way than to send money beforehand to be
disbursed by the purchasing officer. In the first place, the Government has the matter in
its complete control until the account is ascertained to be correct and just. If prices are
unreasonable, or there is any other just ground for withholding payment, this can be done,
and then, when the account is found correct and paid by a Treasury draft, that is the end of
it. In the long run a great deal of labor is saved and the Government is as well protected '
as is possible.
·
As to whether the purchases shall be made by the agents or by the superintendent, it may
be said properly that an agent usually knows better than any one else the precise kind and
quality of articles needed for his agency, and it is difficult for him to define accurately in his
estimates every article so that any one else can purchase it satisfactorily. I incline to the
opinion, th erefore, that it would be quite as well, if not better, for the agents to make their
own purchases. With proper forethought, each agent might submit his estimate of supplies
necec;sary for the fiscal year, and, after proper advertisement, contracts and purchases be
made and so arranged that perishable articles should be furnished in such quantities and at
such times as might be ordered by him. This would obviate the purchase at one delivery
of such articles as need to be fresh, and agents would not need to come into the States more
than once a year for purchases. Minor articles which eould not be known to be necessary
when the estimate was prepared could be purchased as heretofore; through the superintenden t's office, under proper authority. The proper point for
.
THE LOCATION OF THIS OFFICE

has often been a matter of careful consideration. So long as the superintendent is a purchasing officE'r he should be near a good market, and in this respect the present location, with
the active competition of Kansas City and Leavenworth, is a very eligible one, and, except
Kansas City, there is scarcely a point in this general section of country from which the
various agencies can be so quickly reached or supplied. In this respect it is preferable to
any point within the Territory itself, there being no telegraphic communication in the Territory except on the line of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad, which passes through
the eastern part of the Territory, and not in the vicinity of any of the agencies except the
Union, whose agent reports directly to Washington.
lt i1:1 no w pretty defini tely eettl d that railroad communi cation with the northern bound-
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ary of the Territory will soon be made not far from its intersection with the Arkansas River,
and, in that event, such terminus presents to me very many favorable advantages as a location for the superintendent's office.
I am, very re~>pectfully,
WM. NICHOLSON,
Superinleudent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

OFFICE OF AGENCY OF IND£ANS IN KANSAS,
Rossville, September 1, 18i7.
SIR: In accordance with instructions from the Indian Office, under date of July 10, 18i7,
I herewith forward my fifth annual report of the condition of the Indian tribes in this agency.
The jurisdiction of the agency embraces the Indians located in the State of Kansas nametl
and numbering on their reserves as follows, viz: Pt·ai1·ie band of Pottawatomies, 450; Kickapoos, 255, and Chippewa and Christian Indians, 61 persons. A number of the Potlawatomies, included in the enrollment of those Indians, made by Edward Wolcott, Aprill8, 1865,
are residing in Wisconsin, and about 24 are associated with the Mexican Kickapoos, in the
Indian Territory; very few members of the remaining tribes are absent from their reserves.
The reserve belonging to the Pottawatomies is located in Jae.kson County, Kansas, and
contains 77,357.57 acres; that occupied by the Kickapoos lies in Brown County, Kansas,
and contains 20,237.53 acres. Experienced agriculturists have estimated that about threetenths of the area. of these rese1ves is suitable for cultivation, aud the remainder affords
superior advantages for grazing purposes. The entire territory comprising these reserves is
watered by numerous streams of living water; on the banks of these streams there is sufficient growing timber to furnish fire-wood for many years, and fencing, until the occupants
of the soil have secured sufficient means to procure other material for that purpose.
The Potta.wa.tomies have placed to their credit on the books of the Interior Department
about $600,000, yielding an interest of 5 per cent. per annum: a portion of this interest is
paid to the Indians as an annuity; the remainder is expended for support of school, maintenance of shops, purchase of agricultural implements, and general impnwements on their
reserve. The Kickapoos have placed to their credit about $225,000, producing a five per
cent. interest, which is expendea for purposes similar to those named in connection with the
Pottawatomies. The Chippewa and Christian Indians are located near Ottawa, Kans., and
hold their lands by certificate-title; they have about $43, 000 invested in bonds and securities, the interest of which is paid to them in money. 'rhese Indians have adopted the la.n·
guage and customs of the white race; they reside in comfortable dweilings, have finely-cultivated farms and orchards, and by their industry and business capacity obtain all the
necessaries and many of the luxuries of life. They desire to become citizens of the United
States.
'!'he Pottawatomies have been making valuable improvements on their reserve for severai
years; since my last annual report they have broken and inclo ed about 240 acres of prairie.
This breaking bas generally been for the purpose of enlarging fi elds, and a portion of the
additional fencing necessary to inclose them has been made of boards. The Indians obtained
the boards by cutting saw-logs and hauling them to mill; several paid for their sawing.
Last April I issued to them a. thousand fruit-trees . With some a sistance and directions
from my employes they planted them, and a recent examination of the trees proved them,
with slight exceptions, to be thriving spleudidly: I do not think that 40 have died.
1'Ley are improving their stock of horses and ponies, and their ambition to own and rai e
ca~tle is a. proof that their former prejud ices against them are nearly if not quite cxtingmshed. Their hogs have been gr atly increased in number a.ud the stock very much
improv d.
otwithstanding their advancement in theee respects, and the development of a disposition
to 1;\Cquire property, until within the last year a class amon~t them continued to cheri h
preJudice againr.t certain civilized customs that in a. great measure defeated the beneficial
re:ml~s. ari~;ing fro~ tbE>i.r mor indu trious La.bits. I refer p1:1rticularly to th ir di.like to
phys1c1an. , and the1r bel1ef that to occupy a house such as white persons reside in would be
a c:au e f, r continual i ·kne s. Th e ideas have b eli fostered by men claiming a. my •
t rw~ know] dg of Indian traditions, and by Iudian doctor , who ma.ke their peculiar
pra.ctice a onrc o! l10n rand r ve11ue. They are tbe cia s whose misrepre entation of the
wht~e ra . , .f?r . lfi h purpo , hll:i cr a.ted the prej uuice that exiRts in the InJian mind
agam t. ('IVIhzatton. 'I hrough the uecr sful servic s of physicians inca es of ever illne ·,
I_nd1an' pr t nded f, a.r ~f their m ·rlicine and treo.tm nt has be n super ·eded by applications fr m tlu·m f r pr cnpt1on 11nd medical atteuuance.
I Lav ·ot h~ually urg d upon thi cla 8 in council and in private convN. ation that
uule tlJCy lJullt L It ·r hon.
tll(:y w< uld d rr ase in numh£-r and fail to reaHz tiJe real
torts at d bl htrr d1icb tb ·ir h bor under other circum~t!mce · would coufer upon tb m,
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without any apparent effect.. In tbe spring I induced two Indians, wbo had hewed logs for
bouses, to haul and erect them, and furnished sufficient lumber to complete the houses. Since
that time an entire change of opinion has transpired in reference to this subject. Fourteen
-similar houses have been finished, and several log-pens, partially finished, have been transformed into comfortable dwellings. I now have numerous applications for lumber, to build
and repair houses, that I cannot furnish, having exhausted all the mqney at my command
a.pplicable for the purpose. It will be understood that previous to building and repairing
these houses they occupied dwellings made of bark and some lumber, but generally with an
open space in the top for smoke to escape, aud really unfit for occupancy. They have now
undoubtedly abandoned all desire or intention to occupy such places in the future.
The relinquishment of their pr~judices on these and other subjects, and their cheerful confession of the superiority of knowledge and experience over crude ideas and routine plans,
are vital points gained toward their thorough civilizati.on. Their fields, with the exception of •
a few very wet ones, were pla.nted early in the planting season. The crops have generally
been well cultivateJ, and at this time give promise of a plentiful yield. They have paid
more attention to raising potatoes and cultivating garden vegetables than usual, and seem to
appreciate the advantages of having a variety of veg11table food. They have been engaged
cutting and stacking hay for the past two weeks.
The increased amount of wagon and blacksmith work necessary to be done for these Indians has necessitated the building of a larger and more convenient shop for those purposes.
The one now in conrse of erection is 20 by 40 feet in size, with a 12-foot room, solidly built
of good lumber. It will be conveniently arranged, and will be sufficiently large for the requirE-ments of the tribe for many years to come.
The Pottawatomies have $90,924.72 temporarily invested for their benefit, which they
desire to have .permanently arranged for the support of a wagon-shop and purchase of agricultural implements and lumber. A number of communications have been forwarded to the
Indian Office in relation to this subject without any effect. It is greatly to be hoped that legislation p1ay be secure·i , during the corning session of Congress, that will authorize the employment of the annual interest thereon, with interest already accrued, for the promotion of
the purposes I have mentioned.
The Kickapoos have comparatively large fields and moderately good log -houses. About
one-half of these Indians are thrifty farmers aud keep their farms, houses, and stock in good
eondition. The remainder are careless in these respects, and are disposed to continue in the
old tracks of a previous generation. They have broken but little prairie and made but few
improvements. A few are taking some iuterest in raising hogs and cattle, and all of them
are endeavoring to improve and increase their stock of horses and ponies. They hold to
property with tenacity, make expenditures carefully, and are economical in the use of the
produce of their fields.
A portion of these Indians belong· to the class to whom lands were allotted in severalty
in accordance with the provisions of the treaty with the Kickapoos proclaimed May 28,
186:3; they now reside on those allotments, but have not drawn their pro rata shares of the
cash credits of the tribe. This treaty established a division of interest between the allottees
and those who hold in common, that in their present relations is prejudicial to both parties.
While the allottees have developed more individuality than those holding in common, and
perhaps acquired more property in proportion to their number, J have not deemed them
qualified for citizenship and have refused to recommend them for the exercise of the prerogatives of that position. Several of this class have lately made application to be received
back on the reserve in common, and others ::;eem to have abandoned the desire to receive
head-money and become citizens. J think if an amicable arrangement to this effect could
be made between the two pa.rties at interest it would, perhaps, be wise to plaee parties making the request back into the tribe and have the lands allotted to them appraised and sold
and the proceeds applied for the benefit of the tribe in common.
'fhere A.re also 640 acres of land, reserved by the provisions of the aforesaid treaty of 1863,
for a mill-site. This land is located outside of the limits of the reserve in common, and is
of no practical benefit to the tribe. I believe that this land should be appmised and sold,
and the proceeds applied for the promotion of the educational and agricultural interests of
the tribe.
·
·
During tlte last two years considerable ill-feeling has existed between factions in this
tribe in reference to the question of moving south. The larger and more industrious portion desire to remain, tlte restless and idle portion are anxious to remove, and urge as a
reason therefor "their inability to cope with the white man." The opposing party retort by
Raying, "They never will Le, if they move among wild Indians." Had it not been for this
unfortunate controversy, and the ill-feeling engendned by it, I am satisfied that the tribe
would have been in a far more prosperous condition than it is. Many practical and progressive I ndians Lave been discouraged and deterred from making im}Jrovements, upon which
they had detern1ined, through fear that they would not be allowed to enjoy the benefit of
them. The southern party, during the last three months, seem to have abandoned the discussion, and the members of the tribe are now getting along more pleasantly.
They uifcred from the effects on the soil of an unusually lteavy rain-fall during the planting scasou, and while tl1ey should have been cultiYatiug their crop1'. The corn, potatoes,
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and garden vegetables growing on a majority of their farms promise a fair yield, though
some few fields, from the cause I have mentioned, are nearly barren of crop.
Until the close of the last fiscal year the Kickap.oos had their wagon and blacksmith work
done at a shop off of their reserve. Traveling to and from the shop consumed their time and
brought them in contact with evil associations. To remedy these evils and economize expenses for such work, I have built, at a suitable location on their reserve, a shop sufficiently
commodious for the requirements of the Indians, and employed a mechanic, who, in addition to the work to be done in the shop, is expected to assist the Indians in repairing their
houses.
Since my last annual report the average attendance at the Pottawatomie industrial boarding-school has increased considerably. Several of the new scholars enrolled belong to families
that have bitterly opposed education, and denounced those Indians who encouraged it as.
traitors to their race and the principles that should control it. The advantages of the school,
• however, have become so apparent, to even the most blind, that any public expression or
demonstration against it is not likely ever to occur again. There is a farm of 63 acres be·
longing to this school, planted in corn, potatoes, and a great variety of garden vegetables .
.A.ll of these are looking excellent, and promise nearly as great a yield as the soil is capable
of producing. The farm is stocked with the necessary work-horses, 45 head of cattle, 50
hogs, and 300 fowls. .A.ll of these, with the exception of the work-horses and 5 bead of
cows, have been raised on the farm. The property belonging to this school and mission
bas been purchased with the annual interest of the Pottawatomie school-fund; the current
expenses of the school are derived from the same source.
The attendance at the Kickapoo industrial boarding-school bas been good during the
year. There ~sa farm, containing 35 acres, attached to this school, planted in corn, potatoes,
and vegetables. These crops are maturing finely, and will produce quite up to the average
of the surrounding country. The farm is stocked with 3 mules, 16 head of cattle, and ~5
bogs. .A. part of this stock and all other property connected with the mission and school has
been purchased with the annual interest of a fund established by treaty with the Kickapoos
for the support of school and encouragement of agricultural pursuits. The school is ·s ubsisted by funds derived from the same source. Considerable improvements in the way of
stock-yards and additions·to buildings have been made at both .the Pottawatomie and Kickapoo missions during the past year.
The moral and religious cultivation of the pupils at these schools is sought to be accomplished by unremitting and conscientious teaching of these principles and by practical
Christian example. Their studies in school are C(lnducted on the same principles as white
children are taught in the better class of district schools in the State of Kansas. They are
generally dHigen tin their studies, and when they have learned to speak English I think
learn as rapidly as w bite children do. The boys are taught to feed stock and work on the
farm. They perform the work assigned to them cheerfully and well; indeed, some of them
did quite as good work on the farm during the past season as could have been expected from
adults. The girls are taught to cook, wash, sew, and t'tl cut and make garments for themselves and male scholars. Many of the older pupils now realize the duties incumbent upon
them in life, and are exerting a useful influence toward elevating their parents and friends.
The system of thorough farming by the use of improved farming implements on these
school-farms bas had a highly beneficial effect throughout the entire Pottawatomie and
Kickapoo tribes. The success of those in charge of the farms in raising good crops has induced the Indians to follow tbeir example and plow deeper and better, to plant earlier, to
cultivate more thoroughly, and has entirely di abused their minds of prejudices against
horse corn-planters and other improved agricultural implements. The adult Indians who
visit the schools are circumspect in their behavior and as careful not to violate the rules an<1
regulations established for their government as cultivated white pe1 sons could be.
The tribal government of these two tribes bas been greatly weakened since my last report.
But few general r.ouncils are held, and personal applications for ass1stance and adviee have
been ub tituted for demands made by the authorities of the tribe.
The religious and educational interests of the Chippewa and Christian Indians are under
the snpervi&ion of the Moravian Church North. This church annually contributes- about
500 f?r t.he propagation of these principles. The resident mi ionary is a conscientious.
and faJt.bful worker. for the true intere ts of those under his spiritual charge .
.Had 1t not b~ n for the greater industry and improved moral principles of the Indians in
tb1 a~ency an mcrease of drunkenness might have been expected during the pa t year, as
th r IS no law to puni h persons for selling w hi ky to them. .A.s I have before tated to
the
partm nt, I do not know of any greater good to be accomplished ior the Indian race,
here atJd ev ·rywh rein the ~nite:d • tate , than the enactment of a law at the next se sion
of 'ongr :· making it n Nimiu~l oil'ense to s II intoxicating liquors to an Indian, the law
to b a~phcable to an Inrhan gmlty of the offense equally with a white man.
The tu.n b ron the re ·rv • of the e Indian , and other personal property, have been prot ctell w1tbout r . ort to law, th r than proving property and determining the amount due
o.n .bor
and am mal po t d by whit sin ma.tri trates' courts. 'l'b Indians are now exerCJ m~ a. ruuch tlict r np rvi. ion over their to<:k tbau fvrmerly, and considering that their
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reserves are entirely. surrounded by white settlers, difficulties in regard to strayed stock are
of less frequent occurrence than might be expected.
I have been convinced by personal observation for some time that the system of holding
land in common is very unfavorable for educating an Indian to personal independence.
Though he may build and improve for a time, he must to :>orne extent be subordinate to his
tribal government, and this will operate against continued personal efforts in building, enlarging fields, planting orchards, or acquiring other property of an immovable nature, the
permanent possession of which is uncertain, and may be disposed of contrary to the wishes
of the owner without personal remuneration for the value thereof. ThA very fact of his en·
joying some borne comforts will render him suspicious of the uncertain tenure by which
they are held, and make him irresolute in regard to proseeuting further improvements. As
timber becomes scarce, and pastures contiguous to their improvements become worthless,
contentions will originate that will mar the pleasant relations that existed between them •
when a wigwam and a patch sufficed for their;wants. •I believe that to obviate these difficulties, to break down the traditional rule of Indian government, and to aid the Indian in
achieving mental independence, each Indian should receive an allotment of a subdivision
of land, and should hold the same by certificate-title. They can then feel secure in the
possession of their homes, can protect the timber belonging to their claims from either white
or Indian depredators, and will be invested with a feeling of pride and contentmpnt that will
incite them to greater energy in cultivating the soil and raising cattle. I respectfully invite
an earnest consideration of this subject by the Department.
I consider the religious condition of the Indians in this agency greatly improved . There
are evidences that the principles of Christianity that have been taught have found a lodgment
in the hearts of some, and effected at least a modification of their traditional viPws on the
subject of religion. Their is another class, upon whom example, argument, or entreaty has
no effect, so firmly are they wedded to the belief of their fathers; and yet another dass, who
have accepted the consolations of revealed religion, who look upon the promises of our Redeemer as a pillar of streng th in this world and a source of eternal joy in the life he:eafter.
Herewith forwarded find statistical reports for the tribes in this agency.
Respectfully,
M. H. NEWLIN,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSio~ER OF hmfAN AFFMRS.

MACKINAW AGENCY,

Ypsilanti, Mich., Auttust 28, 1877.

SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report. The statistics given with
it will give a view of the general cond1tion of the people in this agency.
No i mportant change bas occurred since my last report to disturb the peaceful relations
of the Indians of this agency toward the Government or its people; and I am free to assert
that, so far as peaceful citizenship is concerned, there are no people of whatever nationality
among our citizens who are more peacefu l and Jaw-abiding than the Indians of this agency.
But for the intermeddling interference of bad white men and their infernal whisky, we
might reasonably hope for them a peaceful if not a happy future.
I cannot but regard the opening of their reservations to occupation and settlement by
white men, and permitting them to sell their lands, as a serious mistake, for reasons which I
shall give hereafter. While they have adopted the dress and mode of living of that practiced by their civilized neighbors, yet they, like people of all nationalities, have a strong
love of social intercourse with their own people; and it is only under such circumstances
that they seem to act without restraint and enjoy themselves. Being naturally of a proud
and haughty disposition, and fully aware they cannot speak our language with correctness
or propliety, they almost invariably decline to speak it at all, lest they may become subject
of ridicule for their blunders. The taking of lands in severalty would have been well for
them if an inflexible rule had been insisted upon that they should not alienate them except
in cases of inability to make them available, on account of sickness or other permanent dis·
ability to cultivate, and then only by permission of the agent in charge, and approval of his
recommendation by the Department; and, if so sold, the avails to be used only for the benefit.
of the patentee, or his or her rightful heirs or representatives.
The Indians do not naturally take to the cultivation of the soil for a livelihood: their
early life and training was in an entirely different occupation; aud while accustomed to.
endure great hardships and fatigue inc.ident t? the life of a bunter or fisherman, they were
not. accustomed to a~ ply themselves to that .da1l.y toil ~ecessary in clearing and cultivating
tbmr lands, from whJCh they would not rcahze 1mmed1ate results: and while many of them
are good men to work for others, they do not seem to have the energy or inclination to work
for themselves; therefore their farm improvements arc small and slow. The princial part of
theirs ttlements are in the immediate vicinity of the lakes, which abound in fish, from which
they derive 1:1. very lurge proportion of their subsist<>nce.
Notwithstanding all these drawbacks anu obstacles , I am enabled to report a decided
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improvement the past year; especially among those to whom agricultural implements and
seeds were distributed, to assist them in their endeavors to become self-supporting aud
indepenJent.
The Indians designated as the Chippewas of Saginaw, Swan C1·eek, anrl Black Ri11er,
whose principal reservation was in Is a hell a County,- with the exception of only about 600,
have left and gone back to the neighborhood of their original homes and hunting·grounds,
where they can live near the "Great vVaters" and fish. Having sold the land given them by
the Government, each band has purchased, near the homes of their fathers, (as their limited
means would warrant,)~ small tract, where a small garden produces the vegetables in their
season, and they can stroll away and pick berries, make baskets or sugar, in its season, and
fish, thus eking out an existence which, if they could not have disposed ofttheir lands, might
in time have afforded a comfortable home and support. Since the treaty of 1855, money
enough bas been paid out for these pe~le, if expended as it should and might have been, to
have assured and secured their independence and comfort ; and while so many have frit·
tered away the lands that were given them, there are many who are working manfully to
live, and successfully, upon their farms. The estimated productions upon this reservation
this year are: 3,500 bushels of wheat, 5,400 bushels of corn, 2,500 bushels of oats, 3,000
bushels of potatoes, 150 bushels of beans, 60 bushels of onions, 150 bushels of melons, 300
bushels of turnips, 200 tons of hay.
The Ottawas anrl Chippewas are by far the most numerous, and, I think, are the most
civilized, from the fact that for more than two hundred years they have had intimate rela·
tions with the French, who were the discoverers and early settlers of their country. They
have married and intermarried to such an extant that it is really difficult to tell, when you meet
an Indian in appearance, whether he is an Ottawa, Chippewa, or a Frenchman; their Jan·
guage is neither the one nor the other, but· a mixture of all these. Their religion, too, partakes
largely of thA.t planted by the .T esuits Marquette and Cadillac. There are churches of this
faith at Mackinaw, Point Saint Ignar.e, Sault Sainte Marie, La Crosse, Little Traverse, Mid·
dle Village, and Old MiRsion on Traverse Bay. They are a quiet people and would remain
so, but adhere to the habit against which Cadillac remonstrated with the French com·
mandant, of teaching them to drink brandy. He told them there was ''only one alternative,
}~rench brandy and the true faith, or W est Ind1a rum and English heresy." Oadillac's
scruples seem to have been overcome, and "the true faith" and whisky are to-day the
mo~t prominent object of devotion with these people. At one or two points the Methodist
Ep1scopal Church have maintained successful missions, but a large proportion are Roman
Catholics. They now number, as near as I can ascert.ain, something over 6,000. They
are scattered along the eastern shore of Lake Michigan and Traverse Bay, from Grand
River, a11d on the islands in the Jake; at Point Saint IO'nace, Mackinaw, along the straits.
on the north shore of Lali:e Huron, and all the length ;f the Sault Sainte Marie River, and
the southeastern shore of Lake Superior to White Fish Point, embracing the most important
fisheries of all the great lakes, a line of nearly 300 miles of roast, and from this industry
they derive a large proportion of their support, and by th eir labor a large proportion of the
catc:? of w~ite-fis? and trout (for which this region is celebrated) is secured. Beside!!! they
furmsh no mcons1derable amount of the large shipments of wood and hellllock bark sh1pped
from the ports within the distance above named.
This tribe bad, by a. treaty in 1855, several reservations set apart for them in the counties
of Oceana, Mason, Antrim, Charlevoix, Emmett, Mackinaw, Chippewa, and on some of the
islands in Lake Michigan, upon which they were allowed to make selections of 80 acres, or
all who h ad arrived at their majority, which nearly all diu who were of sufficient age; and
many went to work in good faith to make farms and homes. In 1872, Congress, in my
opinion, committed a great error, so far as the peac£1 and well·being of these people were
conce~ned, by opening the remaining unoccupied lauds of these reservations for ho~estead
select10n to ~11 persons, giving, however, the Indians six months' privilege to make, 1f they
~hose, select10ns under the law in like manner as th e whites. This was, however, attended
with a. payment of . . . 14 for office·fees, and generally as much more to defray expenses of a jour·
ney to and from the land-office, and many did not pos. ess the requisite sum in cash, and could
not therefore obtain any land, while others who had the means, obtained certificates; but
as n ither a white man nor Indian can sit down in a. forest and live the first year, neither
are :very .apt to .comply strictly with the letter if they do with the meaning of the law. The
In~1ans 1~.part1culM knew no way but to fi h for a livelihood; indeed, the very exi tence of
th~1r fa.m1he
well~ them elve required they should do so or starve. 'l'heir absence on
th1 acconnt fr m the1r home:·teads was made the occasion to advPrtise their home. teads as
abandoned . Generally this bas been done by persons who want it as a matter of speculation,
and the complainant are given the pr ference by the officers at the land·offices, either to
locate th m. lv s, or for such per on to do so as they de i!;nate. The. e annoyance have
be.en nc?urageu at:td tolerated to !luch an extf'nt th t the Indi ans become discouraged an
tbmk .the1r lab r Will all be lo. , their improvement aud land tR.ken from them, a they have
been !D nnmr:ro1~ ca e. . ' h .Y do not work with that en rgy tbey otberwi. e would. I have
by th1 xplann 1 ~ nd avor c1 to show wher in I rcl!'arcled the congrP. sional enactment~
of a ch. ract r. d nm_ental to the be. t ioterP.. t of the Indians, and a. seriou ob. tac!e to the1r
Lccouun~Y a~.rncultun t or If-supporting by ~h·s mean . They a re a race enti,·ely di irnilar
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to our own, and must be t.reated with reference to an improved condition of their race rather
than by absorption in the general body-politic, which is but another name for annihilation.
The Ottawa and Chippewa Indians are naturally honest, 1and scrupulously conscientious
in keeping their word, and expect the same scrupulous exactness in the fulfillment of all en§lagements made to them, especially by the Government. The cause of education among
these tribes has since the discontiquance of the schools very much declined, and very few of
the children are receiving any instruction; and, as a consequence, are growing up in ignorance, and consequently in vice. A majority of the parents never having known the ad van·
tages of an education themselves, do not feel the importance of an education for their children,
and could not, if they would, confer this blessing upon them, for the reason that they have
not the means. If the money appropriated for this object by the last treaty had been invested properly, and the interest used as a permanent annuity for the support of schools for
·
them, an inestimable boon might have thereby been ~nferred upon them.
The Chippewas of Lake Supe1·ior are abou~ 1,200 in number; perhaps, in all, may reach
1,500, mostly living· op. either side of Keweenaw Bay, and known as the L'Anse and Vieux
deSert bands. A portion live m the vicinity of Ontonagon, others on the Menomonee River
and other points in what is known as thP. Upper Peninsula of Michigan. Like the other
tribes before named, these have fully adopted the dress and mode of living of the white
population, most of them having comfortable log or block houses. Yet they live mostly by
fishing-, bunting, and trapping, from which they reali~e the principal support for themselves
and families. With the exception of the gardens around their houses, they have not generally made much improvement upon their farms. The land in this vicinity is not well
adapted to the growth of cereals, altholl.gh potatoes of excellent quality are grown, as are
also, grass, pease, and oats.
The educational interests of these people are in as good condition as any other portion of
the agency, perhaps better. The people are nearly equally divided between the Roman
Catholic and Methodist Churches, known respectively as the Baraga (Catholic) and L'Anse
(Methodist Episcopal) Missions; the latter under charge, without pay, of Peter Marksman,
an educated I udian; the former under charge of a Belgian Catholic priest, who bas been
here many years, and I think, from what opportunities I have had for observation, the
Indians are better for his labors. But I cannot forbear remarking the contrast between the
two communities of the same tribe, separated only by the bay three or four miles wide. The
latter are generally seen idling about much of the time, often drunk when they can get
whisky, and generally slovenly in their dress and appearance; on the other hand, those
under the teaching of Mr. Marksman appear tidily dressed; rarely one of them indulges in
intoxica ting drinks; most of them are industrious, and in their houses are many articles of
comfort, such as cooking-stoves, chairs, and bedsteads; some of them parlor-organs, and
sewiug·-machines, pictures, and other evidences of taste and refinement. Their productions
consist mostly in the following articles-this, of co1use, besides the amount consumed-as I
obtained from the mo.st authentic sources:
Estimated Yalue.

Maple sugar .. ___ .... __ ... __ .•. __ •........... _•••.• ___ . 8 cents.
Wood cut and sold· ··--··----· ____ , ................... $2
Berries sold .. _._ .... __ ... _. _.. ___ ..... _... __ . _.. _...... $2
White fish anc1 trout··---··----··----··----· ...... ····-· $4
Value of furs sold . _. __ •. _____ • ____ •• _.. _.... ---- ..• ---.
Potatoes .... __ ... ___ ... ____ . ____ .• ____ •••• _•.. ____ . ____ 75 cents.

Quantity.

10, 000 pounds.
2, 500 cords.
500 bushels.
1. 500 half-barrels.
2, 500 dollars.
2, 500 bushels.

Also a variety of other vegetables and many tons of hay.
The Pottawatomies of Hu1·on are the remnant of the once great and powerful tribe who
wielded a century ago no mean influence in the councils of the nations who then held sway
in the Northwest. They are the possessors of 120 acres of perhaps the least valuable land
to be found in Calhoun County, con('istiog of marshes and sand·knolls, through which the
Nottawasipe River wends its way. Upon this are living this little band, consisting at last
pay-day of fifty·four persons, old and young, who eke ouL an existence by fishing and trapping along the river and its marshy banks, making baskets, and an occasional day's labor
for the farmers in the neighborhood. 'l'hey are wretchedly poor. The annuity of $400 from
~h~ Government which they receive helps to bridge over the chasm between the seasons, as
1t 1s usually paid about the time that winter reminds them most keenly of their needy condition, when it is most likely to aiford them the greatest benefit. · They have neither school
nor church; their school-house was burned some years since, and they are.too poor to build
another. They wish me to present their case to the Great Father at Washington, hoping
that they may receive from his munificent hand some help, as they insist the Government
still owes them a large tt.mount on account of lands purchased by what they call Governor
P.orter's treaty.. They eem to be fast dwindling away ; a few years, at the farthest, and ·
history alone. w1ll tell of their part in the councils and wars of the Indians of Mic}Jigan.
In. concluswn, I would say the Indians of this agency are in as prosperous a condition as
the Circumstances surrouuding- their several situations will admit of. The rules of the landoffices in th<·ir ca ·c need revision; great leniency should be shown them, aud no inducement
be l1eld out by auy recognized claim to be established by any complainant as to their non-
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compliance with the rules of the Department in regard to homesteads. As they are in
capacity only to be regarded as children, the Government should exercise a proper parental
guardianship, protecting their rights when unjustly infringed upon, making laws to punish
the selling or giving them alcoholic drinks by the severest penalties of both fine and imprisunment, and fostering education among them; and I think the day is not distant when we
might hope to see them an intelligent and industrious, as they are now a peaceful, portion of
the people of this great commonwealth.
In my last report I suggested that the practice which had been heretofore adopted of giving
each Indian $5 per acre who cleared and raised a crop upon five acres of new land be con·
tinned. I have bad several applications for payment of these bounties, but of course I could
not pay them, as I had no funds at my command which, without express instructions, I could
use for such purposes. This is one case where the Indians feel the promise of the agent has
not been made good; of course it was not my promise, yet they regard all agents as speaking for the Great Father. There are other matters which might be of interest here, but I
have already spun this out longer than I intended. I will reserve them for special reports
so that they may receive such attention as whatever of importance they may have may
demand.
I am, sir, very respectfu11y, your obedient servant,

GEO. W. LEE,
United States Indian Agent.

The

CO:\ll\IISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRs·.

UNITED 8'1'ATES CHIPPEWA AGENCY,

Leeclt Lake, Minn., August 30, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to submit my second annual report of the general condi·

tion of this agency.
By census of last year the Pillager Indians number about 1,500. of whom 750 are on the
Leech Lake reservation, 500 on that at Winnebagoshisb, and 250 on that at Cass Lake.
'fhe former is situated about 25 miles northeast and the latter 25 m1les northwest of Leech
Lake. It sl10uld be observed that these are all Pillagers. The term "Pillager and Lake
Winnebagoshish funds," continually used at Washington, implies a misunderstanding of the
facts.
H.eports in years past speak of the Pillagers as "restive, turbulent, and difficult to manage." This is doubtless true of a portion of them, while it is also true that the largest portion are quiet and loyal, never disposed to make trouble. On this point the testimony of
our teacher, Rev. S. G. Wright, who for almost thirty years has labored in this country
as a missionary, is, that while it is true that troubles hav~ often occurred among this people, be scarce ever knew a case which could not be traced to the influence of some unprincipled half-breed, or some wicked white man on the frontier who planned to create a disturbance to secure some selfish end. If the law providing that all white men and mixed
bloods living on a reservation, who exert an immoral influence, may be ejected from it,
should be enforced, and also the law prohibiting all private parleying o.nd business transactions by white men with Indians be rigidly enforced, then troubles and disturbances would
cea e. He states that no year since his acquaintance with this people bas passed during
which reports have not been put in circulation by these characters directly tending to
arouse a spirit of revolt, and war on the agent and the Government. For the past year
quiet has prevailed beyond any previous year since li::l55. During the past few weeks a
turbulent-toned Indian of this place returned from a visit to a. neighboring reservation with
hi head full of fa!. e, mischievous statements, which be indu triously circulated among the
people. But his effort to create a disturbance was put down by the Indians themselve .
We are sure that tho great majority of the people who come under the influenee of the
agency are beginning to understand and appreciate a Christian agency, and are learning to
respect it as such . A much larger number of the men have taken hold of the hoe and
a isted th ir women in ultivating the ground than at any time past. Many are asking for
coat and pants in tead of blanket and leggings.
1o ·t of the good-land crops are promi ing; the rain-fall bas, however, been surprisingly
distribnt d. At ass Lake it has been o exces ive as to be damaging to crops, while gardens at Winnebagoshish and portion about Leech Lake have suffered from drought. Gra hopp. r have never been trouble orne h re. Thee timate of potatoes raised by lnJian thi
year 1 , 0 bu bel , and of corn ~,GOO b hels. The yield of both would have been larger
bad the rain been more lim ly.
The mat rial pro p ri y i not a good a last year in several re pects. The season for
sugar·m~king wa. very unpr pitiou , last year's product by them having b n 50,00
poun l ·, '·hi! thi y ar it i ·c rc~:ly more than 10,000 pounds. Tbe bountiful supply of
blu b rri gath r Ia t ear, by al , brought th m , 'I ,000 of valuable supplie . This
Y ar,exteurled' ood-fir dt ·roy ·d n arly all of tbi wlwlesorn and valuable fruit . Lastly,
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their harvest of wild rice is very meager in most localities; probably on the whole not half a.
crop will be gathered. In the largest rice-growing sections, high water has either drawn
the roots of the plant quite out of their bed, or the head of the plant is so little above
the water that, by their method of harvesting, the crop cannot be gathered, but must fall
into the water and be lost. A falling off of 15,000 or 20,000 pounds in their wild rice is a.
serious loss, in addition to the items above named. These are acts of Providence, and in no
case the result of present shiftlessness of the Indians.
One fact in the history of the year may be mentioned here. .All annuity payments must
have ·been distressingly late, owing to such tardy action by Congress. Our payment did
not occur till December 2, and then the goods payment was only about two-thirds the usual
amount. Here was a chance to test the loyalty of these Indians, whose reputation in all
the years gone by has been so bad . I confess that I entered upon the work with no little
misgiving. We had determined to make the payment without the presence of the military;
a thing done but twice before in all the history of the Pillagers. No more need be said to
make it evident, if the people bore themselves patiently under such circumstances, that it
would be greatly to their credit. To their praise be it said that they did behave admirably,
"accepting the situation" not only, but at our suggestion a sort of Indian jury was called.
The chiefs selected six of their most candid men, of true moral courage. Questions of
claims and disputes between Indians were, by the agent, referred to them for adjudication.
It did one good to see the fairness and promptness with which they did their work. All
witnessing it were impressed that it was a valuable step in the direction of self-government.
IMPROVEMENTS.

L ast spring our saw-mill was finished, and to it was attached a portable grist-mill for
corn. About 9,000 feet of lumber have been sawed. With this the agency buildings have
been repaired in part, a new blacksmith-shop built, and also a large addition to our barn.
Besides this, 160 rods of valuable permanent fence have been built, and more than this
amount of fence of a less substantial character. The balance of the lumber is being
rapidly used up by the Indians in erecting small dwellings, the work of which they perform
almost entirely themselves. l!,ifteen such houses will be built this year. 'l'he quantity of
corn brought for grinding, even as late as June, no less surprised th:111 gratified me. Their
happy faces abundantly showed their appreciation of these greatly-needed improvements.
Had not our steamboat utterly failed, we intended to have carried the grist-mill around to
different localities, as the most effective stimulus to corn-planting.
.....:.J
EDUCATION.

The boarding and industrial school has been maintained during the year with good success, having been in session over ten months. The aYerage attendance has- been 25, ot
which 16 have been regular members of the school-family, boarded and clothed entirely,
while others have been assisted more or less. With the reduced fund for educational pur~
poses only a limited number can be entirely provided for, but great pains are taken with
those who are in the school-family to train them to good habits in all regards. Just upon
the expiration of the treaty providin~ a blacksmith, a carpenter, and a physician, for Congress to have taken from us $500 of our regular treaty school-fund is to us almost unaccountable. It weakens our power for good in a most vital point. Christian educational
work is surely worth maintaining, if anything can be. I make a most strenuous plea for our
treaty rights.
Our steady purpose is to raise up substantial Christian citizens. The success of this
effort, with the faithful preaching of the Gospel by the teacher, in the language of the
people, is seen in the marked change in the moral and religious tone of those gathered about
the agency. During the past year a Union church has been organized, which numbers 20
natives, the agent and wife and all employes having also joined it. Drunkenness has
nearly disappeared from the reservation.
The Indians on the two reservations nearest the agency have done far more for their own
improvement without Government assistance than those at Leech Lake. They are a quiet
people, strongly desirous of having schools established for their children. There are probably
few more promising unoccupied fields among Indians anywhere. They are on good landr
WIIJTE OAK POINT MISSISSIPPI _CHIPPEWAS.

Of these bands, numbering lac;t year 750, little can be said. Their annuity in goods expired last y~a~. Their reservation, 20 miles ?P the Mississippi from Pokegoma Falls, is
small and of. httle valu~ to them, under the ctrcumstances, except for hay-Rlaking. Tb<>y
b_ave only a st.nglc '~orkmg-te_am, and, scattered, as t?ey are, from Grand Rapids down to the
Northern Pacific Railr?ad, thts can be worth very little to them in farming. It will be remembered that these sixteen bands are the remnant of the Mississippis, formerly located at
Sandy Lake and Pokegoma, who did not consent to be removed to White Earth, or, becoming dissatisfied there, have straggled back to their old quarters. Manifestly, if the Govern-

...__ ....
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mentIS to appropriate money for the removal of any Indians to White Earth, or near there,
these Mississippis should re~eive first attention of all under my charge. Whisky and the
contaminating influence of vicious whites are doing fearful work among them.
SANITARY.

Of the Pillag·ers, under tnis head it should be said, while we have no regular physician,
we need and should Lave one.* Repeatedly during the past year the lives of employes have
been in great peril. For the Indians, Teacher Wright has kindly taken on him the burden
of acting physician, dispensing such medicines as a non-professional employe can. For
this service and their medical supplies the Indrans show more gratitude thau for almost anything else. It is worthy of remark that their "medicine men," with their "pow-wows" and
"juggleries," are fast losing their hold upon the people. Their old men complain that no
young men are in training to perpetuate this form of superstitious heathenism-for such it
really is. Outsiders little realize the bondage in which the masses have been held through
this feature of their religion.
The g-eneral health of the people bas been better than last year. Small-pox, to which we
were exposed, we have been mercifully saved from. The vaccine vims is all that the Government bas been taxed for. The lab or and trouble of its use has been done within ourselves,
either by the acting physician or the Government interpreter.
THE STEAMBOAT

l>as been a standin g i tem in agency reports for several years past. Our poor old craft
has finally given out entirely. Our hay is, in consequence, to-d ay stacked, some of it, 25
miles away from the agency. To at all meet our wants a steamboat should be built this
very fall. When the lake is open we can only reach the houses of the Indians with our
te(tms to plow, or take lumber to assist them in building, by the use of the boat. We must
have it, or not do half what we might and ought to do for them.
In conclusion I may bo allowed to say, it is the dictate of sound sense to effect the removal of the Pillagers and settle them on good farming-lands as soon as this can wisely
be done. But the experim~nts hitherto made ~:eem to prove that a wholesale transfer of so
numerous a people, where they are still within easy reach of their favorite haunts, is practically not a suC'cess. An honest effort to prepare their minds for such a removal has been
my constant aim. The destruction of crops on those better lands by gTasshoppers for two
years past has quite disinclined them toward such a removal, since at this agency they have
not been troubled in this way.
The attention of the Government has heretofore been urged to the just claim of the Pillagers to have some good lands cleared and broken for them here. By treaty of 1855 the
Government stipulated that 200 acres of new land should be thus made ready for them. It
is a well-known fact that a gross fraud was practiced on them. Not more than half of what
was stipulated was cleared and broken. To make up the 200 acres, old, worn-out lands were
measured in. Now, if Congress would make au appropriation such as in equity is due them
for unfulfilled stipulation of treaty of 1855, say $~,000, this would open up for cultivation
new rich land. They could then abandon th eir worn-out gardens and hopefully set about
farming in earnest. This should by all means be ~ne. It would not interfere with nor
essentially delay their ultimate removal and settlement on the lands adjoining White Earth
reservation on the north 1 selected by my predecessor, and ·which some time ago, with this in
view, I requested might be withdrawn from market.
Inasmuch a I am credibly informed that one of our visionary Indians, with the evident
intent to mll.ke himself a great man, gravely told some prominent public men at ·w hite
Earth recently that there were 50 families here ready and desirous to be removed to that reservation, it is my duty to say that a more foolish and baseless story could hardly have been
told. I really do not know a single family thus disposed. But with generous appropriations
and an earnest eff rt some could be induced to go, and their success would be a. strong incentive to others. I will not say half that might and perhaps ought to be aid, lest I should
be t• peeled of not being, after all, in sympathy with the scheme of removal.
RECAPITULATION.

On the !'core of debt, we a. k of Congress , 2,000 for clearing and breaking land and for
"general a~ricultural purpo !!." We ask 1,000 for an agency physician; we ask iOO for
a new steaUJboat, u ing old machinery; we a k '300 to get logs to stock our saw-mill; anu
la .. tly, in the name of all that i good, we a k the re toration of the $500 taken out of our
fund for educational purpose ; and that all may be available for current fiscal year.
Yery re pectfulJy your ob~.-dient servant,
HENRY J. KI "G,
United States Special Inclum Agent.
.

lJr. ~· HarnaH], of valuable xp ·rience and service nmong this people, wa with us a
)& t ytar, bu fund would not allow hi.'! continuance.

little>" L1l
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OFFICE OF 'fHE UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENT,

Red Lake, Minn., August
SIR: I herewith submit my fifth annual report of the affairs at this agency.

~5,

1877.

LOCATION AND POPULATION.

This reservation is about 95 miles wide by 115 long, having for its nortlwrn boundary
Rainy Lake River and Lake of the Woods; its only shipping-point being Detroit on the
. .
Northern Pacific Hailroad, 100 miles south.
The population at last enrollment was 1,191, be5ides about 18 whites. belonging to the
families of the employes.
AGRlCULTURE.

This reservation contains about 3,200,000 acres, of which 1,000,000 are tillable, the remaining portion being grazing, wooded, and worthless. The timber is pine with considerable bodies ofhard wood. From this hard wood the Indians obtain their sugar; the soil likewise is of a superior quality wherever the hard wood grows.
. ·
·
The crops which were reported one year ago were of decided utility, not only here but to
several other and distant points and agencies, especially at White Earth, where, owing to
loss of crop, our hardy and real1y excellent quality of corn was of the greatest benefit, both
for food and for seed. In that respect this agency is peculiarly favored; a failure of crops
was never known here. The crops raised by the Indians are about as follows: Coru, owing
to an extremely unfavorable season, only 5, 000 bushels; wheat, 175 bushels; potatoes, 2,500
bushels; other vegetables, 450 bushels; hay, 250 tons; maple-sugar, 40,000 pounds; berries, 300 bushels. They have caught 650 barrels of fish, $6,600 worth of furs, and woven
750 yards of rush matting.
EDUCATION.

1 am hftppy to be able to report so good a degree of progress in this important field of
work. Owing to the enlightened and philanthropic views entertained by the Indian Department, and the assistance rendered by it, I was enabled to keep in operation for six months
in the last year a boarding-school, at least in part. Some ten girls were taken into the boarding-bouse, where they were quickly changed from dirty, ragged little savages, uncouth, wild,
and verminous, to clean, neatly-clad young misses, free from vermin, attending diligently to
their studies and recitations in the school-room, and just as diligently and neatly doing
housework, and knitting or sewing. 'l'he change was indeed wonderful. Unable to board
and keep the boys, as yet, they were given a dinner each day they attended school.
I deem myself fortunate in having secured the services of Miss Mary C. Warren as teacher.
She has had several years' experienM in such schools, and is master of both languages, which
gives her very decided advantages for the position she fills. The results have been very
gratifying under the circumstances, and when the new boarding-house is opened-of which
more particular mention will be made under the head of "progress "-all the sig'ns indicate
a full and successful school.
MORALITY.

There is little to say under this head, no great change being perceptible during the year.
While the Indians are far from perfection; are addicted to polygamy, licentiousness, gambling, loafing, and some pilfering, yet they are superior to many white settlements in thishere there is no burglary, highway-roubery, murder, riots, or strikes. They are much more
peaceable, having very little quarreling, being very kind to the sick, and fond of their children.
MIS!'IIONARY WORK.

This continued as last year, under the care of Rev. F. Spees, until last January, when by
mutual agreement between the American Missionary Association and the Protestant Episcopal Mission, the former society withdrew, relinquishing the field to the latter ; whereupon
Mr. Spees left, and his place was taken by two young Indian clergymen, Revs. F. Smith
and Samuel Madison, who continue to labor here, although the latter is quite low with pulmonary disease, which has confined him to the house for two months past. The work consists in a combined Chippewa and English service, and Sabbath-school, besides one or more
evening services during the week. Also a general visitation and instruction in religious
matters at their homes. Since the change mentioned above there have been of Indians baptized 13, and 8 confirmed. Others are expecting to receive baptism soon. That tried friend
of the Indian, Bishop Whipple, visited this agency recently, and expects to·build here next
season a church and parsonage. The Mission have already expended here this year about
. '1,000, in the way of clothing, seed, hoes, and salaries of missionaries. With few excep·
tions the Indians desire the missionary work to go forward.
CIVILIZATION AND PROGRESS

Among evidences of progress here may be mentioned the increasing willingness on the
part of the chi(:,fs, braves, auu others to _engage in manual labor, which is traditionally
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degrading to a man. Nearly all seem anxious to get employment, and will work well
for prompt pay, but, living "from hand to mouth," they dare not do much for themselves
in the way of clearing up and cultivating new land and wait for their wages till a crop is
raised. This is one of the most serious obstacles to rapid progress. About three-fourths of
them wear citizens' dress, and all would if they had the means. They desire stock and are
getting a moderate amount. They now have about 150 ponies, 22 swine, and 20 head of
-cattle. They have cleared up considerable land, about 50 acres of new land having been
broken for them by Government teams this season.
During the winter the miller, with his help, cut and skidded over 100,000 feet of logs
near our former lumber-camp, when, owing to a total lack of snow suitable for moving logs,
he went some ten miles up Mud Creek-large enough to drive logs down-and cut 150,000
feet of logs, expecting to drive them down to the lake as soon as the ice left, but owing to
said lack of snow there was a resultant lack of water, and it was not until heavy rains
in May and June that the logs could be driven to the lake and boomed at our dock. Even
then a furious storm broke the boom and scattered the logs. All these unlooked-for and unusual events made our lumber much more expensive than in former years.
But persistent, well-directed efforts will ultimately win; so, after meeting all these difficulties, I am happy to report the completion in good condition of a boarding-house to accommodate the pupils of our school. It is 28 by 38 feet, two stories high, the upper floor designed
for a dormitory for the boys; a wing, 24 by 32 feet, one story high, with a good drying-room
for clothes on upper floor ; a good cellar. The house is well plastered and has one coat of
paint. This building is capable of accommodating 20 pupils-10 of each sex-quite comfortably, and 30 if deemed advisable. In this school the boys will be taught not only how
to read, write, and cipher, but to labor at the different kinds of farm and shop work; where
the girls will be taught culinary and household work in addition to their books, thus earning
a portion of their living. In this way we shall be achieving a grand beginning in the way
of civilizing and raising to the plane of salt-support this interesting people. We may not
hope to wholly civilize the elder portion, who will soon pass off the stage of action, but we
may do much toward reclaiming the young, who will in a few years constitute the ruling
element. I apprehend that this is one of the most proO'ressive and important achievements
gained since the treaty was made.
o
A neat, small frame house has been nearly completed for the farmer, and a similar one for the
carpenter. The Indians have built about G40 rods of fairly good fence to protect their crops,
thus indirectly fostering their in{jividuality in relation to their homes. Several new houses
are in process of building by the Indians.
During the year there have been sawed 117,000 feet of lumber, 53,000 shingles, 36,000
feet boards planed, and 8,000 feet jointed. There have been ground 2,400 bushels of corn
and 34 bushels of wheat. The mill is now in active operation, cutting oullumber for the
use of the Indians.
There have been plowed 400 acres of old ground, and 50 acres of new ground broken for
the Indians.
AGENCY BUILDINGR.

There are the following good, comfortable, substantial frame buildings: five c1 wellinghouses, two schools, one school-bouse, one boarding-bouse; one water-power e~aw and grist
mill, supplied with planer, matcher, edger, and circular-saws; one warehouse, one office,
one blacksmith's shop and one carpenter's shop, one horse-bam, one common barn, one
granary, and one wagon-shed.
SANITARY.

From tb report of Dr. C. P. Allen I glean the following items: Number of ca&es treated
during the year 1,397, with 8 deaths. This does not include pu1Jting up such medicines a ·
may be called for. , uperstition and clamors of the old medicine-men, whose incomes are
thr atened, constitute a serious obstacle to the universal use of white man's medication.
The phy:ician t-ncount rs another almost insurmountable obstacle to the success to which
he aspires in the way of interference with his treatment by some old person who opposes his
plan, pr ferring at the lea t a slight admixture of Indian remedies with his. The diseases
are largely scrofulous,. syphilitic, cutan ous, rheumatic, and pulmonary. Their habits tend
to propa~nte such dt ea es. Much of the time their diet is unfit to ustain health. .All
patient ~e iring ~r needing it are vi ited at their homes. The physician is called in all
emer15 ncJ . , and 10 vere ca es of -sickn s to at lea t give an opiuion as to the gr11.vity of
th dt. ea e ven wh re th y do not u e hi medicine. A hospital, in which seriou and
cl.l~om c ca.
could be und(:r the eye of the physician where suitable diet and sanitary condtttons could be bad, \ ·ould be of great b nefit to this people.
~

·Ger.

Tio. ·~

•

• Jucb of th land }Jere will produce go d wheat in fair qnantitiC:fl, as ha be n fully demon rat d, aud ou of th ft nd t bop s h Jndian cherisbe · i for flour to Pa.t; and what w
no · mo t nr utly ne d, 1 fl r g lting int(J ucce .. ful operation the lJoar•'i• n-sl'h ol, i· a
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flouring-mill, in connection with our present mill, to convert the Indians' wheat into good
white flour. Such a mill could be procured at comparatively little expense, and would be a
powerful incentive to work. The Indian knows be can raise wheat here; now, if be could
carry a sack of that wheat to mill and get it made into nice flour he would . feel quite willing to work to clear up more land to have more good healthy food. At present much of the
time his food is of too poor a quality to impart much strength, hence a natural distaste for
labor on account of weakness. More teams are also needed to enable them to work their
little farms. ·while at sev'eral agencies large appropriations have been made for purchase
of teams, to place them on a good footing for carrying on farm-work, not a dollar bas been
appropriated to this people for such purpose outside of the amount of treaty stipulations. I
would respectfully solicit attention to this matter.
I ·would again urge the establishn1ent of some competent legal authority to take cog-nizabce
of and punish the perpetration of crime on the reservation. The Indian needs to be made
amenable to law like other people. White people without Jaw would not be such quiet
people as these Indians are. I believe the best and most influential Indians would gladly
welcome and support a proper le~al authority.
CONCLUSION.
I am happy to be able to report a growing love for civilized ways, including labor for sustenance, increased area cultivated, gradual improvement in manner of living, with a good
degree ef order and qniet, and I would respectfully ask for them a patient hearing if a committee of them visit ·w ashington for the purpose of effecting an extension of the treaty so
soon to expire by limitation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. M. PRATT,
·United States Special Indian Agent.
The CoMMJSSlONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CHIPPEWA AGENCiY, MINNESOTA,
White Earth, August 28, 1877.
SIR: I haveJhe honor herewith to transmit my fourth annual report of the condition ot
the Indians nnller my charge.
White E arth Indian reservation is located in Northern Minnesota, in latitude 470 30',
longitude 95° 30', the nearest point to the North ern PacHic Railroad being I 0 miles. In
area it contains :36 townships. T,he 12 townships on the west side are a beautiful rollint;
prairie of deep rich loam, with clay subsoil, very productive. The 12 townships through the
center north and south are timber and prairie, nicely distributed for agricultural purposes.
The 12 townships on the east side are sanely; some parts are covered with jack-pi11es and
others well timbered with a good quality of bard and soft pines, sufficient for all future use
of the reserve. The reservation is w~ll watered both with lakes and ru11ning streams, and
has abundant mill powers.
CONDITION.
The Indians under my charge are the .Mississippi, Otter Tail Pillager, and Pembina Chippewas. A"Qout 850 of the Mi sissippi band live on the reserve; and about 450 Otter Tail
Pillager and 200 Pembina Indians make it their home here, and farm some. 'fhe remainder
of the 2, 94 Indians under my ebarge live at Mille Lac Lake, Snake River, and at or near
Pembina. A few roam the country about Gull Lake and Otter Tail Lake. Those living off
the reservation subsist by bunting, fishing, begging, &c. A few have adopted the customs
of the white man, and work in the-lumber and woods in winter, as laborers; but the most of
them are making no progress toward civilization. All of these ought to be removed to this
reservation.
The circumstances of those living on the reservation are ve1·y good, considering their condition w ben removed here ani! the ravages of the locust for the past two years. The Otter
Tail Pillager Indians, who settled at the \Vilrl Rice River two years ago this fall, have done
very wel l. They have had no assistance since the first year, and have made me less trouble
than any other Indians on the reservation.
The Pembiua Indians, who were settled at the same time on Wild Rice River, six miles
below the Otter Tail Pillagers, have done comparatively nothing. Thfly have traveled to Pembina and back each season, have disposed of over one-half of the cattle given them by the
Goverument either by selling or killing them, and have traded oft' nearly all their new wagons
for old ones. It is very bard to do a11ything with tltem. They should be made not only to
settle on the reservation, but also to remain on the reservation or receive no annuity.
The Mis issippi Indians have done well. About 200 families are living in good and com
0.3 I
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fortable houses, and are farming more or less. . I think I can safely say that if the· grasshoppers had kept away from the. reserve, one-half or more of the Indians on this reservation ·would to-day have been self-supporting by agriculture alone. A large percentage of
them have furniture and things to make them comfortable in their houses, the same as white
persons, and keep their houses neat and clean.
HABITS AND DISPOSITION.

Their habits are good. They are as industrious as any people who have had no better
opportunity to learn; and cultivate a pride to excel in industry and civilized arts .. They are
inclined to live peaceabl.r with all mankind, and would have no trouble and make none, if
it were not for a few designing and mischief-making people living among them.
PROGRESS.

Their progress during the past year bas been very marked, considering all things they
have had to contend with. Last year tbe'r crop was cut off by grasshoppers, bnt this did
not discourage them. They broke more land, plowed and sowed, got out fencing, and enlarged
their £elds. This year their crop was partially and in some instances wholly destroyed by
the hoppers; still they are not discouraged, ·but have broken more land and fenced it for
next year, and, if they can get seed, will plant more riext year than ever before. They have
learned how to do nearly all kinds of farm labor, do their own breaking, and do it well;
do their own plowing and seeding. Many can cradle grain as well as a white man. As
a general rule the Indian ha., no idea of economy. Many, however, are learning "to la.y
by for a rainy day."
This year they are more backward with their haying than usuaL On July 17, about the
time they generaUy begin haying, a "grand council" was convened here, which perfectly
demoralized nearly 150 of the Indians, and kept them from their hay-making and other
work. Councils of all kinds have a decidedly bad effect on the Indians, and are poor instruments of civilization. All their old habits and customs are revived to a certain extent.
They become uneasy and discontented in their hope and anxiety for something better, and
it is three or four weeks before the effect wears off and they get settled again at their work.
CIVILIZATWN AND SUGGESTIONS.

Vide report of last year.
EDUCATIONAL.

I bad, during the past year, eight months' school ; employed most of the time four teach
ers, one male and three female. The largest attendance during any one month was 113,
and the largest average attendance was 9R for each of two months. This year I hacl only
the one boarding and day school, while last year I bad the boarding and day school and
another day-school in addition. I had an average of 75 boarding scholars for each of the
eight months. These were not only boarded, but clothed also. The total expense of running the school was $4,666.67, which amount is a treaty appropriation. The school was in
session eight months, or thirty-four and a half weeks. From this it is clearly seen that the
entire expense, per week, for board, clothes, tuition, &c., for each scholar, is covered by the
sum of $1.80, or a trifle over $1.80. The teachers' salaries and every expense incident to
such a school are included in the above. During the time school was in session 14!:; children
participated in the school, of which 78 were boys and the remaining 70 girls. The daily
attendance for each month was 65. Twenty scholars did not leave the. s~boolfrom the time
it began until it closed, not missing a single day of school, and full as many as 45 did not
miss one week of school. The average monthly attendance was about 90.
For further information regarding school, daily routine, &c., vide school superintendent's
report for May, 1 77.
RELIGIOUS.
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WORK OF PAST YEAR.

During the past year the Government has cultivated 60 acres ; the Indians 1,402 acres.
There are under fence 4,103 acres ; broken this year by Indians, 106 acres; rods of fence
built by Indians, 4,755. The Indians have cut and hauled to the river and run to the mill
about 800,000 feet of dead pine, which was going to waste. This will be sawed into lumber
for fencing and house-building. I visited nearly every farmer myself and estimated his
growing crop, and also -took an invoice of the number of acres each person had under cultivation, and the amount of stock, and the present condition of each one. (See statistical
report.)
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS STOWE,
United States . Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER 01!' INDIAN AFFAIRS.

BLACKFEET AGENCY, MONT., August 1, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following as my first annual report of the Indians
ander my supervision :
Early in November last the agency was removed from the Teton River to the buildings
that had during the summer been preparing on Badger Creek, within the new boundary of
the reservation. Every exertion was made to complete and make habitable the buildings
before the winter closed on us, but only with partial success. The valley in which they are
situated is of limited extent, not more than one thousand acres, about one-fourth of which
ouly is capable of cultivation, and for cattle-raising it is unsuit.ed, the hilly surroundings
making herding difficult; indeed, why the site was chosen when so many much better were
all around, I am unable to say.
During the winter, preparations were made for fencing, by cutting and bringing down
poles from the mountains, cutting off the brush, and dearing the ground for plowing; in
the latter work the Indians, men and women,· engaged with commendable industry. It
being the first labor of any kind they bad ever done for the agency, I gave them every encouragement, had meals prflpared for them, and did not make their tasks heavy. In making
the irrigating-ditch they also gave efficient assistance.
The interest the Indians took in the planting and sowing of the agency-farm was great.
They l1ad never seen anything of the sort before. Some of the chiefs requested to be allowed,
with their own hands, to put some of the seeds in the ground that they might watch their
progress with more interest. Nearly one hundred acres have been fenced and cleared, and
twenty put under crop, potatoes, turnips, pease, carrots, &c., all at this date presenting a
healthy growth and giving promise of an abundant yield.
Preparations are nearly completed to make such additions to the buildings as are necessary for eomfort and convenience during the winter. Timber has been cut in the mountains,
and the river utilized for its conveyance down. Before winter, it is expected the value of
the buildings for agency purpos(ils will be doubled, by the labor of the employes and Indian
assistants, without any special aid from the Department beyond a small amount for the necessary hardware.
I am gratified in reporting the efficiency and success of the school. An uninterrupted
session was held from the end of November until the end of June. A short vacation was
then given. Now the new session bas opened with an additional teacher and increased
interest and attendance. The progress was as steady and marked as could have been looked
for from the same number of white children; their aptitude was equal, their docility greater;
perhaps the application not so good ; their parents, as a rule, appreciate the advantages of
the school and aiJ in the steady attendance of the children.
There is a reluctance in both children and adults to speak the English words they know,
arising, I think, from their fear of mispronunciation and being laughed at. They laugh
immoderately at our mistakes in Piegan. It is hoped this difficulty will disappear under the
influence of encouragement and kindness.
A abbath-school was organized in December, an.d has been in stead-y operation since.
The interest in the exercises is manifest; the hymns are very popular. The attendance is not
confined to children only. From the opening adults were invited. I have often been delighted by hearing the squaws, when in the brush cutting fire-wood, enliven their toil by
singing our Sabbath-school tunes; and special care bas been taken to give suitable relig-ious
instructions. The Decalogue and the sweet teachings of the "Galilean King," with an
occasional brief notice of some scripture hero, have been subjects. A Sabbath forenoon
service has also been kept up with much regularity, and has been well attended 11 by both
employes and Indians.
These tribe do not appE>ar wedded to any superstitious heathen practices; are losing faith
in their "medicine-men" and their teachings, and present a favorable opening for the Prot-
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estant missionary. It is much to be desired and prayed for tbat some of our large missionary
societies, who do so much for China and India, would send some laborers into this most
promising field.
.
The orderly and peaceable conduct of these tribes, as formerly reported, continues. The
winter hunt of the buffalo was not so productive as the one before, only about one-third the
number of robes being taken. They are now absent on the summer hunt, and the word is
sent here that buffalo is plenty, and they are making abundance of dried meat.
There has been during the year very little crime, only two cases of violent death, both
squaws, one shot by her husband in a quarrel, the other by the accidental discharge of a
rifle in the lodge. Both cases were properly investigated and judicially passed on. Lesser
offenses are very few; no drunkenness, and, owing to the constant vigi lance of our native
police, (or soldier band,) the whisky-dealer has disappeared.
I find it difficult to prevail even on the more sensible and reflecting portion to give up their
nomadic life and settle down to farm or raise cattle. .They admit the time approaches fast
when the buffalo will disappear, but until then the excitement of the chase and the notion
that labor is only for women wia preveut the change to a more certain and civilized life.
Some of the headmen have, however, taken steps looking l:.o a change, and are trading their
ponies for horned cattle, and talking of selecting locations and asking help to build cabins,
which of course at the proper time will be gladly afforded.
I have requested the chiefs to select me three youths, who must willingly come, not be
coerceu, to stay a year at the agency, one to be taught by the farmer, one by the carpenter,
and the third by the blacksmith, a proper portion of their time to be given to the school. I
have received the reply that the proposal was good, but the boys have not as yet been sent.
'rhe sanitary conditi9n has been good beyond common, no diseases but of ordinary type,
and easily controlled. In spring there was an alarm raised about small-pox. Adults and
children came in crowds for vaccination, and were properly attended to. Happily, not a
single case of the disease occurred.
.
The ancient burial practice was to put the bodies of men in robes, sewed up, and fastened
high up in trees; the bodies of squaws and children were left in the brush, where they were
speedily devoured by wolves and other animals. This barbarous practice I exerted my
influence to break up. There is a neatly-fenced burial-lot near the agency, and all who died
anywhere near I required to be interred there, always furnishing a coffin, anJ with tee children of the school and the employes forming a procession, and at the grave having a brief
service of singing and praye;;. I tried to impress on them the superiority of this method as
compared with theirs, with, I hope, some success. It was sad to hear the request sometimes
for me not to bury them so deep, as it would be difficult for them to get out, yet it was an
avowal of their full faith in a resurrection. A girl twelve years old, who had attended our
school a short time and witnessed our moue of burial, died at camp, five days' journey off.
Her last request of her father ·was that her body might be taken to her white father for interment after our mode in the burial-lot. The Indian faithfully complied with her request,
and she was interred with our usual service, as she wished.
In reviewing the progress made by these Indians since my arrival, I have every reason to
feel much gratified, and believe that with proper man~:~.gement they ct~.n soon be made selfsupporting.
Very respectfully, your obedie.nt servant,
JOHN YOUNG,
United States lndian A.,!?tnl.
The C0;}1MI. lONER OF INDIA. AFFAIRS.

CROW AGENCY, MONT., Augnst J7, 1 7i.
In compliance with instruction. , I herewith submit my first annual report of affair ·
at thi agency. Having assumed charge on the l !·Hh of last month, and been n cessarily
ab ent on public bnsine~;s a. cons!deru.ble portion of the intervening time, it will be impo ' ·
, ible for me to make either a full or a satisfactory report. The records of the office are very
meager, and in many in tanc s, I regret t say, wholly unr liable, at least so far a. relate
to tati. tic. . 'l he census shows about :3,:300 Indians of the Mountain and River Crows that
prop rly belong to thi agency.
. 'l he agency i: loea.teu on Ro ·ebud Creek, about 15 miles from the Yellowstone, in a southrly direction, and in my opiniou, it could carcely, all things considered, have been located
ito a more unfayorablc po. ition. .Jn."t as good water could have been found, much bett r
. oil, und mora arable pa ture and hay land could have been secured in many part. of tb
~ ervation.
In winter he . now cov ·r the ground, feed is scarce for the animal belong·
111
to th ag<'ncy, and for the ponie: uf the Indian , while in many part of the large re · rvation but little now r ·main on th •.rrrounu during winter. To reach the a~'~'ency, either the
Yellow t ue m 1 ·t b crv cd, or the :tillwater, I3ouldcr, or I3ridger, three ;apid mountain·
orr ut . " ry dane rou. 11 L<'n . woll<'n. with Ulelting s11ows or filled with; flouting ice; auu
JR:
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not only dangerous to life and property, but making transportation '9"ery expensive for all
supplies and for all employes. The present site has not one advantage over the old agency,
and it has a great many disadvantages. that were not found there.
THE BUILDINGS,
1

though not well p anned, nor properly constructed nor completed, are comfortable, and per·
haps the best that could be provided with the means at disposal and the experience of those
who constructed them. Half the amount expended at the old agency would have made
more comfort, more profit, and would in every respect have been better for the Indians and
the Government.
THE C,ONDITION

of these Indians differs but little from all the wild tribes of the mountains, who know nothing of the restraints of civilization, except that they have for many years been friendly to
the whites. They boast in all their talks and speeches that they have· never "shed a drop
of white men's blood," and those who know them best believe them entitled to the honor
they claim, except, perhaps, some renegade Indian who may have attached himself to their
enemies. Of course they are savages untamed, and wild as their mountains, ravines, and
streams. They seem to ropy and keep all the vices of the white men and but few of their
virtues. Perhaps the worst feature of the Crow tribes is the almost perfect disregard of
marital rights. Polygamy is common, a man taking 'all the wives that he can support, and,
in their la'nguage, ''throwing them away" at pleasure. But this is not, unfortunately, the
worst phase of this crime against nature that exists among them. They consider adultery
no crime, and of course for its commission there is no punishment except what nature
inflicts, and this is meted out to them in the most fearful bodily disease of which the mind
can conceive, and which threatens to destroy the whole tribe, and requires more medical
treatment than all other ailments combined. This disease has been engendered by contact
with the whites, and in almost all cases by the soldiers that have been in the field with them,
or wh'o have been quartered in the vicinity of their camps.
GAME AND

HUNTI~G-GROUKDS.

The Indian subsists principally, when left to his own resources, on wild game, the buffalo, deer, elk, antelope, &c., but his hunting-grounds are becoming more circumscribed
every year, and the more thougbtful, and the principal men ofthe tribes, begin to comprehend
that they must look to some other source for supplies. But little has been done to teach
them to till the soil, or provide herds for their sustenance, but the present seems to be a very
propitious time to make a beginning in this diection. A very few of them are willing to
work, and as soon as they commence they become quite indnstrious and ambitious to learn.
They are very fond uf vegetables of all kinds, and a few of them profess to be willing to
cultivate them.
FARMING •

. But little work has been clone at the new agency by way of farrriing, but enough to
show that the finest wheat and oats can be raised ; and corn for "roasting ears " could be
raised in great perfection, and some years, like the present one, H would come to maturity;
and most kinds of vegetables grow with wonderful rapidity and to a very large size. The
land has of course to be irrigated, but the rapid fall of mountain·streams renderR this com·
paratively easy, and very certain in Hs results. About 80 acres have been fenced, equally
divided between pasturage and tillage land, and about 15 acres have been plowed. Late
planting and sowing, with grasshoppers, rendered this almost valueless, but results showed
that with ordinary care g')od crops could be raised. Water for irrigation should be brought
in from the Rosebud at the foot of the bluff about two miles above the agency, and with
this ditch some four or five hundred acres could be irrigated. A portion of this should be
divided up into small lots of five and ten acres, or less, as much as any Indian will cultivate,
and with instructions from the farmer, and occasional assistance, a good crop might be raised;
and this fact once established, in my opinion would induce the older Indians and their squaws
to cultivate the soil instead of going on the summer hunt. There will be many failures,
and there must be "line upon line and precept upon precept;" but patient, enerO'etic persi tence will bring many to leave their wande1ing .life.
o
THE DJSPO 'ITION OF THE CROWS.

If an Indian's word can be taken for anything, or if he can bfl judged by his acts, I believe
that the disposition o_f th~ <?rows is of the mo~t friendly and loyal cha{·acter. They have
a Rcon~s with d1fterent Army officers m large numbers, and have been very efficient
m fightmg the S10ux and the Nez PercGs. Although friendly with the latter tribe, they
~one o~t
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said: ''We are the friends of the white man and of the Nez Perces, but we fight all of the
white man's enemies; and if the Nez Perces fight the white man, then they are no longer
our friends, aud we will fight them." This steady, uniform friendship, when deprived by
fraud of their annuities for one year, is worthy of the highest commendation.
SCHOOLS.

The school has not accomplished all that it was hoped it would during the past year. The
compensation is so small that but few teachers of ability and who are adapted to the work
can be secured. It requires peculiar tact, patience, and energy of character to be successful;
and when the fact is known that the cost of living is double what it is in the States, th'e pay
is small indeed. The number now attending is large and constantly increasing, and an
assistant teacher will soon be required to meet the demands of the school.
THE HOME.

This institution is for the care and civilization of orphans belonging to the tribe. It is
presided over by the matron, and habits of order and cleanliness are taught the children.
They are required to live in the house, to dress like the whites, and, besides, are taught to do
domestic work, and the girls are taught to make their own dresses. 'rhe building in which
the home is located is entirely too ~mall and very inconvenient. A building should be
erected suitable for the requirements of such an institution.
CIVILIZATION.

From my long general acquaintance with the Indians and from what I gather l1ere in the
brief period I have been among them at this agency, I am confident that whatever is done
for the Indians will be in a great measure accomplished through the ag-ency of the squaws.
The Indian likes his ease and comfort as well as the white man. He has the taste to admire
and appreciate a clean lodge and well-cooked food. The squaws who have been educated
at the different agencies, at homes or similar institutions, are far superior in their domestic
habits to those who have been brought up in camps, and they are more sought for by the
males, and have a greater influence than their wild, untamed sisters . The home, if properly
conducted, would. develop and utilize their good influences, and almost unconsciously raise
the standard of civilization among them.
CHRISTIAN INl!'LUENCE.

But little in this direction h¥ been accomplished as yet for the Crows. The Methodist
denomination nominally has the religious control of the tribe. But it amounts to little
more than the nomination of an agent, although none but men and women of good moral
character are employed, and if possible religious people, and, other things being equal, those
belonging to the denomination represented. But after a good moral character, adaptation is
the next great requisite. Membership in any Christian church does not qualify a man for
the position of farmer or butcher, or herder or blacksmith. A man may have every requisite
for church-membership, and not one for the peculiar, perplexing, aud unsatisfactory work
that is required of all employes at an Indian agency.
The responsibility involved in the constant care of almost four thousand men, women, and
children, especially in the pre ent troublesome and unsettled condition of affairs at this place,
is not small; and to assure success in a religion point of view, each denomination interested
should do something by way of missionary work to help these wild, untutored sons of the
mountains to a better life.
GEO. W. FROST,
United Stales lmlian Agent.
The C<nr:m · 10.·En or I~DIA AFFAIR· .

OFFI CE OF

FL

~fontana

TIIEAD ~GEN Y,

1'erritory, Aunust 13,1 i7.
IR: In ompliance with in true ions contained in a letter from your office, dated Jul y
1~, 1 77, I have th~ honor of submitting this, my fir t annual r port, and in doing o, it
tv me grea plea. ~r to ta e that notwith. tanding the fears and predictions of the people
~euerally .of the 1 em tory .of Montana, the Indians of this reservation have remained faithul and fnendly to the wh1 , although their relatives and allies the Nez erces have been
ou tb war-path aud marched in triumph through the Territory "·ithin a few ~iles of thi
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'B.gency, when they sent their runners and scouts to try to seduce the reservation Indians to
join their cause. But, thanks to the activity of the chiefs, to the religious and moral influ-ence of the fathers iq charge of Saint Ignatius and Saint Mary's missions, and to the good
sense of the Indians themselves, they not only refrained from joining their ancient allies, the
Nez Perces, but they gave them warning that if &.n outrage was committed, either to the
person or property of any settler of the Bitter Root Valley, in their retreat before General
Howard's advancing troops, they would immediately make war upon them; and to this worthy action of Cbarlos, the non-treaty Flathead chief, and the chiefs and headmen of this
Teservation, do the white settlers of the Bitter Iloot Valley owe their preservation of life and
property during those trying days. The Indians belonging to this reservation are the
-confederated tribes of Flatheads, Upper Pend d'Oreilles, and Kootenais.
THE FLATHEADS,

.as a tribe, are not surpassed by any Indians I know of in intelligence, civilization, and
disposition of kindness and good-will toward the whites. Under the Garfield agreement of
August 27, 1872, a few families (not over twenty) were induced to r~move from the Bitter
Root Valley and settle in close proximity to this agency, under the chieftainship of Arlee,
second chief of the tribe, who signed the agreement, and it was confidently expected that the
balance of the tribe would soon follow ; but Charlos, the s<!ln of Victor, and hereditary chief
{)f the tribe, chose not to sign the agreement, and still resides in the Bitter Root Valley,
where be cultivates the soil and refuses to leave the home of his fathers. The whole Flatbead tribe, consisting of nearly four hundred souls, with the eueption of the few families
who remov-ed to this agency, adhere to Char los and follow his fortunes, choosing rather to
eke out a livelihood by their own exertions in the neighborhood of their venerated chief than
to accept the bounty of the Government and leave their homes. The l!,lathead families who
reside at the agency are in comfortable circumstances, as the $5,000 annually appropriated
to thE~ tribe, under the conditions of the Garfield agreement, is paid wholly to them, and is
generally expended in improvements, and in purchasing stock.
THE KOOT.ENAIS.

It is a pleasant duty for me to inform you of the advance of the Kootenais, consisting of
about 315 souls, settled on the J ocko reservation, a tribe hitherto reported as a lazy, thriftless set. This year six families of that tribe have entered upon civilizing pursuits, and
have excellent crops of wheat, oats, potatoes, onions, turnips, &c. The tribe also owns
J00 head of horned stock and 300 head of horses. These poor people, above all others on
this reservation, need encouragement and assistance, as they are furnished with hardly any
implements of labor worth speaking of. A few weeks ago Eneas, the Kootenai chief, who,
by the way, is better respected and has more ildluence among his people than any other
chief an the reservation, purchased for the use of his trib!i a mowing and reaping machine
and a set of blacksmith's tools, pledging in payment the money coming to him from Governlllent for the next two quarters as chief of the tribe. Eneas is a good man, kind and
generous, and spends all the money he receives from Government in relieving the wants of
his poor and struggling veople.
The Kootenais live near the Flathead IA:tke, nearly 100 miles from the agency, and have
no means of hauling lumber from the agency mill, and therefore have no houses to live in. If
means are given these people to continue their efforts and encourage their civilizing pursuits,
under the chieftainship of Eneas, whom the whole tribe respect and venerate, a very short
time will elapse before they become a happy and prosperous people, as their land is productivA and their grazing facilities unsurpassed. I would therefore recommend that the case
of the Kootenais be carefully considered and prompt action be ta~en in furnishing them with
implements of labor.
THE PEND D'ORIELLES,

numbering about 847, reside near Saint Ignatius Mission, some twenty miles from the agency,
where they are generally engaged in the cultivation of the soil as far as the limited facilities
will allow. Mi('helle, their chief, although a good-meaning man, has lost caste among his
people, anti a great deal of dissatisfaction exists among the tribe. I went to some pains to
<>btain the bottom facts, so that I might in some way try to conciliate and bring about a better understandiug. It seems that tbe tribe are dissatisfied because Michelle lives near the
agency some 20 miles from his people, who are located near Saint Ignatius Mission, and when
b~siness is to he settled, and decisions to be made by the chief, the Indians must come a long
distance to consult him; therefore, Andre, second chief, who lives with the tribe, takes the
responsibility upon himself and decides a great many of their cases. Sometimes, when the
adv.ei:se party is dissat!sfied, an appeal to Michell~ is taken, who generally reverses And~e's
deciSions, to the vexatiOn of all concerned. The mfluence of the chiefs on this reservatiOn
consists mainly in oratory, and Michelle, being crippled and away from his tribe, has in a
great measure lost control, a. fact which he is well aware of himself, as he came to consult
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in regard to removing from the agency and going back among his people, with a v.iew of
regaining his lost influence. I held my decision in this case for further information and
advice.
THE LOCATION OF THE AGENCY.

It seems to me that a great error was committed in locating this agency upon its present
site, in an out-of-the-way corner of the reservation, if it was the intention to gather the In·
dians around the vicinity of the agency, where plenty of good agricultural land could be
procured for the Indians to settle upon. Tbe .Jocko valley is very limited in agricultural
land, being rocky, gravelly, and poor, but carinot be surpassRd for grazing and timber;
while further on toward the lakes, aud more in the center of the reservation, where thePend
d'Orielles reside, the agricultural land is excellent, and an unlimited number of farms an be
opened up with timber, meadow, pasturage, and water-power that c.annot be excelled. Of
course it would cost quite a sum of money to remove the agency m01·eto the center of the
reservation, but in the end it would be economy, as it would tend to bring the Indians
together and harmonise existing quarr~ls, especially among the Pend d'Orielles, which n.ay
• terminate in the severance of the tribe in case they may undertake to depose Michelle. Outside of these matters the best of
HOOD FEELING PREVAIT.S,

and no case of outrage or drunkenness ·has been reported to me sinee taking charge. The
Indians seem to be contented and happy, and are pursuing their avocations with patience
and good humor. The liarvest is upon us, and all are engaged in gathering in. their crops,
which are very good this season, as a kind Providence has so f11r averted storms and
drought, and an abundant yield is sure to bless their toil.
GAMBLING AND HORSE-RACING

in the vicinity of the agency, since I have taken charge, is entirely discountenanced, and
with the aid of the chiefs and mission Indian police, I have suceeeded in prohibiting it almost
entirely, and if indulged in at all, is carried on in the most secret manner. On Saturday
afternoons, when the young men wish to try the speed of their horses, they .ask permission
with a pledge that no betting will be indulged in.
INDIAN POLICE.

Under the supervision of Andre, second chief of the Pend d'Orielles, a very efficient force
of Indian police is organized, who have their headquarters at the mission, where a jail bas
been erected. Upon information being lodgad with Andre that any outrage against whites,
or infraction of Indian law has been committed, the culprit iR arrested and punished by imprisonment or labor, according to the nature of the crime. 'fbis force of police is composed
of the very b~st men of the tribes, who perform any duty required of them by their chief
· without any payment. Their service is also at the disposal of the agent, and to their activity
and efficiency I owe in a great measure the healthy moral state of affairs at this agency; and
I would suggest that some recognition of their organization be made, and that the agent be
empowered to at least furnish them with arms and necessary clothing for each year, as a
reward for their sterling service. I will here cite an instance: Upon the approach of Joseph's band of hostile Nez Perct~s, and while the people of this county were trembling for
their safety, and fearful that the reservation Indians would join the hostiles, the missionpolice placed themselves at the agent's service and received orders from their chiefs to immediately arrest and incarcerate in the Indian jail any disaffected reservation Indian who
might attempt to join the hostiles. 'l'bis prompt action had a salutary effect upon the malcontents, and we had no occasion to arrest any one.
THE SANITARY CO DITION OF THE INDIAN

i ex_cellent, ~n~ a~ this time but few cases of sickne s are reported on the reservation. The

med1cal_ serv1ce 1s m c~arge of an able and efficient physician, who has the full confidence of
the I~d1an . _uch thmg ~s Indi_an "Medicine Men" have no existence, to my knowledge,
on ~h1 _r servat10n . I ~m. Ill rece1pt of a fine supply of medical stores from the Department,
wh1ch 1s one of the pnoc1pal causes of the excellent bealtb which prevails on the reservation.
THE

CHOOL

i unde~ the superv_i ion of t~e mi . ion aries, and the boarding-school is taught by the , isters
of _ha!'lty, and ~WID~~" to tb~1r untiring devotion the progress made by the children is highly
~rahfJmg. Be 1de: th ~rdme.ry branches of education, the girls are taught sewing, knitting, to cut and make tbe1r own clothes, and hou e-keeping, cooking, &c. The boardi.::lg-

I
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school subsists through the salary granted to the teachers by Government treaty·, alms, and
labor of the Sisters of Charity. The day school· for boys is not a success, as it is impossible
to induce them to confine themselves to the school-house. An industrial school, where
attendance can be compelled, i~ the only practicable institution for boys. Industry is the
great civilizer, and it is only by leading the rising generation into habits of industry, as well
as education, that they will be brought to the understanding of the advantage and elevation
of labor and agricultural pursuits.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
PETER RONAN,
Dn·ited States Indian Agent.
The Col\nussro~ER OF INDIAN AFFAIR~.

FORT PECK INDIAN AGENCY,
Fort Peck, Mont., August 15, 1877.
SIR: In accordance wit.h instructions eonveyed to me in a circular-letter issued from the
Indian Department, dated July 10, H:l77, I have the honor to offer to you the following
annual report. My short residen<.:e at this agency will, I trust, be sufficient excuse for any
deficiency in details :
An unfortunate delay on my way resulted in my failure to get here in time to meet Gen- .
eral Forsythe, according to your instruction·s, for the purpose of uniting with him in the selection of a site for new agency-buildings; but I am glad to assure you that, whether from
much investigation or accident, the best location in the reservation has been decided upon as
the future site of the agency. After quite extensive personal examination of the different
parts of the reservation, I am now fully confirmed in my first impression that the clear, pure
and abundant water of Poplar River, as we now see it, when all other streams are dry, gives
it a value for the purpose selected that no other can compare with. I arrived here early in
June, but from various causes beyond my control, did not relieve my P.redecessor until the
23d of June.
LOCATION OF THE AGENCY.
It is a difficult to conceive of a location more unsuited to the purposes of an Indian agency
than that of Fort Peele The buildings are erected on a narrow strip of land with a precipitous
bluff in the rear of perhaps 150 feet, this n!trrow belt of land rapidly caving in by the action
of the water of the Missouri River, and all subject to overflow, as was proven in March last,
when the buildings were 6 or 8 feet under water for near a day. With all this, and no land
within 10 miles available for farming purposes, there was nothing left for the agent but toissue the rations and annuity-goods to the Indians, and then let them run at their own sweet
will. The process of civilization under these circunu~tances must necessarily be slow.
Under the circumstances of danger from the rapid giving away of the river· bank in front
of the agency buildings, and total unfitness of the old buildings for any purposes of habitation or protection and safety of the stores, ,! p·rocured ail order from the honorable Commissioner to stop all supplies coming up the river, and get ready to remove those at Fort Peck
to Wolf Point, 45 miles by land farther down the river, and we are now awaiting the boat
to remove us.
NUl.\1BER OF INDIANS.
The Indians included in this agency are Assinaboines, Yanktonnais, and Gras Ventres-.
None of the latter, I learn, have ever come to this agency from Belknap to receive any supplies, but the two former have regularly received their supplies and annuity-goods, the first
at ·w olf Point and the second at Port Peck, for over two years past; previous to that time
all were supplied at Fort Peck. Their number, as near as I have been able to ascertain
since I came, is 1,719 Assinaboines, 4,395 Yanktonnais, and 600 Gros Ventres-inall, 6,714.
Indians.
INDIAN RESERVATION.
This Indian reservation generally is a high rolling, and more or less broken country, extending north of the Missouri River to the British line, and from Fort Buford to Fort Benton,
covered with the nutritious bunch grass of this region, where buffalo have roamed for ages,
and still live and are found in considerable numbers. Within this limit is found some very
valuable land for farming purposes. There exists a plateau or bench on the north side of the
Missouri River, from the mouth of Milk River to below Poplar River, a distance of perhaps
?5 mil~s. This pl.atea~t varies in width from 1 to ~ miles, will average nearly 2 miles, and
1s not mterrupted m th1s extent by any unproductJve land, but is all above the first bottom
(which at times overfio'vvs) some 10 or 12 feet, placing it above all possible danger of overflow by the river. It is intersected by Milk River, Poreupine, and Wolf Creeks, and Poplar
River, at Yarying distances apart of 10 or 20 miles. At Wolf Point this farm land spread<J
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out to the greatest width, and we here fiud a body of really magnificent land, where thousands of acres of beautiful land can be seen at a glance, and· here all the farming of the
.agency has been done.
FARM-LAND AND FARMING.

The whole extent of this plateau is as good farm-land as can be found above Yankton;
and, if th~ seasons continue as favorable as this and the last were, crops can be grown and
matured as well here as in Dlinois.
An effort at farming has been made at Wolf Point, and so far with very satisfactory results. This season rains have been frequent, and crops are growing and maturing in a very
satisfactory manner. The opinion has prevailed that crops could only be grown in this region
by the help of irrigation ; but the experience of this and the past season has proven that
rains can be depended on for growing any crops common to the Mississippi Valley-springwheat and oats; corn may, perhaps, be cut short by early frost, but potatoes here find the
soil and circumstances to produce them in the highest perfection; and if we had had the
seed to plant even the 65 or 70 acres broken up here this season, we could have supplied all
our Indians with potatoes for the year, and still have a surplus. The only drawback at Wolf
Point, or any other location on the reservation, excepting only at Poplar River, is a supply
of good running water for domestic use. In this particular the location at Poplar River has
precedence over every other; the land for farming purposes is only excelled by that at Wolf
Point, and has the advantage of ne~r proximity to Poplar River, a beautiful little stream of
never-failing running water, and of sufficient volume to turn an ordinary flouring-mill even
now, when waters generally are low, thus affording the agency there a constant and reliable supply of good, pure water for men and animals; thus giving it precedence over every
other location, and can only be properly appreciated where we are entirely dependent on the
water of the Missouri River to be hauled daily in wagons for more than half the year. I propose putting into cultivation at Wolf Point and Popla1; R.iver from 300 to 500 acres at each
place as rapidly as possible, for the double purpose of the crops to be obtained, and also to
furnish labor for the Indians, where they can be supplied with employment, and at the same
time learn by actual experience what tlley most need to know about the practical details of
fa rm-work.
INDIAN FARMING AND CIVILIZATION.

The farm work bas heretofore been done almost entirely by white labor. Little, however,
has been done, for I find only about 65 or 70 acres broken, while so me 200 acres .have been
inclosed by a fence. This spring, for want of seed it is said, less than 30 acres was planted,
which is particularly unfortunate, for if all the land had been planted the favorable season
would have secured a very abundant crop, and produced potatoes enough to have supplied
the agency for the winter. As it is, we can only hope to secure seed, to have it here ready
for planting in the spring before it could be obtained from below.
INDIAN LABOR.

I am very much gratified with our success in procurin g Indian labor on the farm at Wolf
Point among the Assinaboines. No opportunity appears ever to have been offered or provided for the Yanktonnai at Fort Peck, as there is no land there susceptible of cultivation,
and therefore no attempt has been made at fanning, and th e Yanktons have lost all the civili zing influence of the farm-labor for the seven years they have been at the agency.
I am more and more convinced that the plow and the reaper are the true civilizers among
mavkind in general, and to these instrumentalities we are to look as our strongest hope fur
these Indian s.
The Yanktons here are apparently little, if any, changed since they became residents on
the re ervation, while the Assinaboines are yearly giving evidence of improvement, a
they give more attention to the farm and other regular labor, and as a result we find
them inclined to remain at home, giving constantly less time to roaming around in the
cha e and other unprofitable pur uits. During our haying season we had an opportunity
to offer work to a con iderable number, and we found no difficulty in getting all the help
we could supply with implements and a place to work. We paid them regul arly in subi tenc tore and clothing, and it was amusing to see bow readily they came to appreciate
the white man's clothing when they undertook to pitch bay while wearing a blanket; but
they oon learn by actual experience the comfort and convenience of shirt and pantaloon , inte d of the bre ch-clotb and blanket, and accept with great glee the clothing offered for the
work.
The Indian a. a rule re i t any innovations on their customs, as well as mode of dres ,
nd I think the Yankt nnai at tbi a;;ency will be inclined to resi t any attempt of tho agent
tor ·mov th m 11nywb.ere wh r w rk will be required of th 111. The civilizing influence
-"" of tl.te fl~e~cy ~a·, I thtnk, h. ? mall in proportion a they have been left to follow their old
1 ~~.
ot It~ , m t ad of provtdmg oi?e place and implements for their u e, and then re~ut~mg f. them orne rP ular la~or. If the buffalo w re all beyond their reach they would, I
nly b ·lteve. be th better for tt, for they would then have le inducement to leave their
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homes. The good available farm-land on this reservation is sufficient to give to every family
of Indians at the agency a farm of 50 acres, with an unoccupied range of grazin15-land
practically unlimited in the rear toward the north. It appears clear that the best pohcy for
the Indian Bureau would be to encourage the Indians to self-support, and in no way can
this be done but to first provide the employment for them. With the land I propose to put
under cultivation at Wolf Point and Poplar River this would be afforded, arid then, with the
necessary implements furnished them for the work, I would require a definite amount of labor, under competent direction, from every able-bodied male Indian for the rations and
clothing issued to him. He would thus learn how to work, and be ready to take a house
and piece of land to work for himself, and have a better appreciation of the value of the
rations and clothing given him. This course, I am confident, must be ~dopted, or something in this direction, if the Government ever hopes to be relieved of theu support by the
yearly issue of rations and blanket;s.
INDIAN HOUSES AND FARMS.

As before indicated, it is not hoped that Indians will mak~ any progress in farming ifput
on separate tracts of land for them to (mlti1rate, unless they first learn by a course of a~
prenticeship, under proper tuition, at the agency-farm. An attempt has been made at th1s
agency to erect houses for some of the Assinaboines at Wolf Point, but I regret to say the
houses thus far erected for them are hardly an improvement on their tepees. There have
probably been twenty erected of cottonwood logs, with earth roof and mostly without floors;
they all leak badly, are low, damp, uncomfortable and unhealthy. I observe many have
set up their tepees and resor t to them in preference in mild weather. I would suggest that
hereafter a certain amount of the appropriation be used in the erection of small but comfortable houses, with a shingle roof and board floor and glass windows, and otherwis~ make
them comfortable but plain; this would give them a start and a home for the Ind1an and
his family.
.
Their practical farming has also been of the rudest kind. I find at the agency now over
150 axes and ax-handles, while it bas been difficult for us to gather together less than a
dozen broken hay-forks to supply our Indians iu helping us, or for themselves, to p~t up bay.
Raising and herding cattle is what the Indians here must be directed and as.sisted m, as well
as farming-not in wood-chopping. The wood needs saving and proteotwn fro~· the ravages of the river wood-choppers, or in a few years the little. cottonwood now growmg al~ng
the river in the reservation will have been used up for steamboat-wlllod, and the reservat10n
be without wood.
INDIAN SCHOOJ,S AND EDVCATION.

The education of the Indian bas occupied many of the best minds of our country since
the organization of the Government, and yet there are and will be differences on the subject.
That efforts should be made to promote education among their children is beyo·nd dispute;
but those efforts should conform to the subjects and· surrounding circumstances. We have
here parts of several tribes, to the number of 6,000 or 7,000, with not over twenty families,
all told, living in any kind of houses, and most of them of the rudest possible description;
the remainder all living in tepees, moving about the r eservation, occupying one place in
summer and another in winter. For several months in summer and autumn they gather up
their effects and go out the distance of fifty or more miles among the buffalo and then fix
their camp for a hunt. When this is over they strike their tents and return. I have not
found more than twenty families of any more fixed habits than this. The only house in
w.bich to hold any school at present is small and inconvenient, and if a better one was proVIded it is doubtful if, under the circumstances, more than from fifteen to thirty scholars
can be brought into even an irregular attendance af the school. Such has been the case
in the past experience of the agency, and the results of teaching have not been hopeful or
flattering, whatever they may prove on the reports in the bureau of civilization at the In·
dian Department at Washington.
Until the Indians are more fixed in their habitation, and some suitable place and appliances for teachin~ furnished, _the ~o?ey expended in payment of teachers could be put to
much better use, If expended m bmldmg comfortable houses for the children and parents to
liv~ in, and in supplying them with the necessary implements, and instruction in use, by
whtch they may be enabled to procure sustenance for their families.
If a boarding-school could be sustained, where the children could be taken by the teacher as
a matron and there fed and clothed, as well as taught, good results might be hoped for. Teachers have been employed and paid for the past year, both at Peck and Wolf Point, the school
at the first place closing on the 1st of June, and at the latter, the 1st of July I have employed a tea.cher, and will have a school opened again at Wolf Point early in the fall, and
at Poplar Rtver as soon a any place can be provided for it, but under the circumstances I
am not hopeful for the results.
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NF.W AGENCY-BUILDINGS.

The buildings at Fort P eck being long unsafe and unfit for occupancy, there are only lefh
the few buildings at Wolf Point; these consist of a storehouse, 90 feet long by 25 feet vdder
and another building divided into four rooms, 20 feet square, with two or three other small
log buildings, all covered with earth, which leak badly. We are now occupying these buildings, honing to bear from the honorable Commissioner in regard to the new buildings proposed to'be erected at Poplar River.
·
I received from the honorable Commissioner, on the 15th day of July, an onler directing
the agent to immediately prepare plans and specifications, with an estimate for the new
agency-buildings at Poplar River, and at once went to Bismarck, where I procured the services of a practical builder, who with the items I gave as to the materials with which it was
proposed to erect the buildings needed, made a plan and drew up specifications upon which
to found bids for a contract. This plan was made chiefly from sugges tions of my own, and
which I believed were such buildings as the agency woJild need. After these plans, &c.,
were mailed, I, for the first time, learned by telegram from the honorable Commissioner that
an advertisement was already made for bids to be 'r eceived at Yankton, Dak., the contract
to be let on the 1st of August. Of course my work was not needed further in this direction,
which I need not say I very much regretted. I may say that the plans I furni shed would,
if followed out, have furnished the agency, both at P op lar Hiver and ·wolf Point, with such
buildings as were imperatively needed, and were, I am sure, from my observation and experience here. well adapted for the necessities of the agency, and could be ereeted at a suitable
time, when boats were running on the river, at a cost of less than $15,000. With these buildings the agency woula be supplied for a long time ·to come, which I fear cannot be said of
tbo.-e advertised for letting at Yankton. I ardently hope, however, that some buildings will
be erected this fall, and as soon as practicable such additional buildings as are absolutely
necessary be erected, both a.t Poplar River and Wolf Point, for it carmot be concealed that
it will be necessary for the agency to occupy both locations if the Yanktons and Assina·
boines are retained in one agency.
SANITAUY.

No report has been left me by the retiring physician, Dr. Southworth, of the diseases
treated during the year, or of the sanitary condition before my arrival ; I am, therefor~?, left
to my own observation, since I camP. to the Agency, from which to make any rl?port as to
the diseases prevalent, or other facts connected with this subject. Dr. Skinner, the present
agency physician, will hereafter make regular sanitary reports.
The general health ot the Indians at the agency has bfen good. No epidemic bas prevailed
during the year, and I have not observed a case of acute or inflammatory disease ince my
arrival. Ophthalmia of a mild character is rather common, ·with an occasional case of more
. everity. '1 he chronic diseases I have noticed are, besides ophthalmia, rheumatism, scrofula,
with fr equent complaints of gastric difficulty, resulting, as I suppose, fi·om drinking the
alkaline water in the small streams. Pulmonary complaints are somewhat common, and
yet I do not find as many dying from tuberculous pneumonia or consumption as I was led
to expect. Upon the whole, I find as fair a condition of general good health among these
Indians as among the same number of white people in civilized communities.
It is netHly impo sible to follow any definite course of treatment ill these cases without
hospital yonveniences. Unle. a single dose or two cures, they abandon the treatm nt and
try something eLe, or resort to their own medicine-man.
~lk.

IO ,'AHY.

No mi sionary bas been sent by the missionary board of the Methodist Episcopal Church

w~o have a umed the nomination of agents for this agency.
I ardently hope the board
w~ll :ecognize their re pon si bility in this matter at an early day.
There is a ripe fielJ for

m1 1onary labor here, which I think . hould not be disregarded.
~lr. . . Matthews, an edncat d Indian, and a local preacher in the Methodist Epi copal
Church, has been a resident of this agency for two or three years, anc1 has laboreJ faithfully
for the good of the p ople, and i entitled to much commendation for his con i tency, faithfuln . , and di :intere t d efl'ort in k cping up a semblance of , abba.th obs rvance. He
. hould b . u tamed by th church and re·enforced with brlp. if thEl church fulfill th ir '•hoh
duty to tl11 aaency, of which th y have assumed the piritual direction and control.
R pectfully . ubmitted.

W.

l h ColDIJ. ro.·en

(JJ

I~uu~

ArrA m ..

Unital

BIJ~

.

tales fndi'liL A!!wl.
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GREAT NEMAHA AGENCY,

Nohart, Nebr., August 20, 1877.
Iu accordance with instructions, per circular-letter of July 10, herewith is submitted the
.annual report of the Iowa and Sac and Fox of the Missouri tribes of Indians, for year ending
31st instant.
.
These are two smA.ll tribes residing upon adjoining reservations, situated in Southeastern
Nebraska and Northeastern Kansas.
·
IOWAS.

These are a laboring people, who raise upon their farms sufficient, in addition to their
cash annuity of about $35 per capita, to more than supply them with the necessaries of life,
no supplies being issued to them by the Government. They live in frame and log houses,
many of which have kitchen and sitting· room upon the first floor, the former being furnished
with cook-stove, tables, chairs, and other necessary articles usually found in the culinary
department. In the latter they have heating-stove, beds, &c., in winter, while in summer
the comfortable room which many have upon the second floor is used as a sleeping apartment. It is no exaggeration to state that many of these Indian ho11ses are furnished and
cared for in a manner that bears a favorable comparison witq many of the Anglo-Saxon. settlers who reside near. In fact, observation and experience have proven to the observer 1hat
some of the Indian houses surpass in neatness and taste the homes of those of whom much ·
more mig-ht be expected. Two Indian women have their sitting-rooms carpeted with carpet, the material composing which was prepared by their own hands. 'l'wo others are now
preparing rags for the same purpose. Four ~;ewing-machines are owned and operated by
Iowa women, one having been purchased within the past year.
_
.
Nearly aU the families have fields of from ten to fifty acres each, one half-breed having
one-quarter section inclosed with post and rail fence, sixty acres of which is under cultivation. Many farms have been increased in size from year to year by the thrifty members of
the tribe; but eachyear shows its delinquents. The progress the present season has been
inJicated more fully by the improvement in the manner of cultivating crops than in the
increase in the amount of land under cultivation. Any unbiased observer would at onca
recognize the fact that the corn fields of the Iowas are as free from noxious weeds as those
of the white man, and that some of them the fields of the Indians are cultivated much better.
Four houses have been erected during the year, two frame and two log. The logs were
prepared and the body of the bouse built by the Indians themselves. The material for·finishing and carpenter-work was paid for from funds of the tribe. The material for the frame
houses was almost wholly paid for by the indivi.iual. It was the proposition of the agent
to furnish material, and employ a carpenter to finish houses for those who would prepare
logs and erect the log part of the house for themselves.
During last fall a number of the Iowas sowed fall wheat, and many more were p1'eparing
to do so, but what had already been sown was destroyed by grasshoppers, which deterred
others from carrying out their prospects. Three hundred and twenty-five apple trees,
seventy-five peach trees, and seventy-five grape-vines were planted lailt spring, having been
donated by Friends. The trees were well planted, and have been properly cared for.
It is a fact to be deplored that the reservation of this tribe has not been surveyed, except
the outer boundaries, and each year this is deferred the difficulties attending it are increased,
as new farms are being opened, and it is impossible to prevent their boundaries, in some
instances, from conflicting with a public survey when made. There is no possible question
but that these people must, before many years, assume duties and responsibilities which they
do not now have, for some of them are already capable of becoming useful citizens, and
rather than remove from their present home would avail themselves of this privilege if
extended to them. Considerable excitement has at times arisen relative to sending a delegation to the Indian Territory, with a view of selecting a location; but recently· a unanimous decision was made that they would not take such a step so long as it must be done
at their own expense.
Dissipation among the Iowas bad increased during the winter, partly owing to the fact
that the Indian police, which had been in existence for seven years, had been disbanded
under the urgent request of the tribe, and the promise that the members should deport themselves in such a manner that their services would not be needed, which they failed to do ;
consequently, some decid'ed measures were required, and, with a view to better discipline
and closer attention to business, a pledge was required of the chiefs and headmen, in accordance with a former act of Congress, to refrain from the use of intoxicating drinks, and
use all proper means to prevent their introduct.ion into the tribe. They also maJe an agreement to reorganize the police force, which .was accordingly done. The well-ti,lled corn
fields and general absence of disorder since the readoption of these precautionary measures are sufficient witness to their success.
This tribe has ample funds for conducting all necessary improvements if judiciouflly applied under the authority granted by their various treaties, in conformity with which permi sion has been obtained from the Department for the use of as much of the amount usually paid as cash annuity for general beneficial,pnrposes as may be necessary. While there
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is some hostility on the part of the tribe to any reduction in the cash annuity, there bas
been no refusal to accPpt assistance, when offered at the expense of this fund. But it is
thought advisable to make this reduction very gradually, so that the defiL:it in that way
may be made up by increased labor.
lOW A INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL.

This institution has been well supported, the largest number on the roll for any month
being 42, with an average attendance of 36, and an average of 25 boarders. The girls areregularly taught the different branches necessary to make a goou housekeeper, and are
much more apt at acquiring the requi site knowledge of the customs taught at the school
than they are in adopting them for their own daily habits when removed from the immediate care and influence of their preceptors; though a steady but slow progress is apparent.
Those who have the most influence upon the character of Indians are those for whom they
have the most affection, and having a very strong natural attachment for their children,
willing to gratify almost every desire that is within their power, their actions are much modified by contact with their children, and it is but the legitimate conclusion of logical reasoning that as the child is convinced by continual intercourse that the ways of the whites are
the most agreeable and best, the parent, by the force of association and natural affection,
.will gradually fall in with many of these ideas of reform and progress. It is much easier to
affect an Indian through the medium of his heart than through his brain; the former being
very susceptible to rewards of merit, while the latter becomes easily muddled by the consideration of intricate problems, without arriving at any satisfactory conclusion ; hence it
is much better to p ersuade than to coerce.
Boys are taught industrial arts, so far as is consistent with their size and strength. Being
mostly small, their work is confined chiefly to ehores, such as cutting fire-wood, carrying
water, and assisting in the care of the kitchen-garden.
It is the united testimony of all the teachers who have been associated with these Indian
children in educational matters that they are equally as quick to acquire a knowledge of
the rudiments of learning as are white children; but complex mathematical problem s are
not so readily comprehended, though a few of the larger girls and boys have advanced through
vulgar fractions in all their forms, with a fair understanding of what they have gone over.
There is a farm in connection with this school eonsisting of 80 acres. Last fall 50 acres
were prepared for fall wheat, and 30 acres sown, but it all was destroyed by grasshopper ,
which made their appearance September 14, 1876. The same ground was planted with corn
the present spring, whieh is the most promising crop yet grown on this farm. A. reasonable
estimate of the crop wil1 be 2,500 bushels. Thirty acres are now being prepared for fall
wheat. Twenty-five hundred pounds of pork were butc.bered during the year. Fifty stock
bogs and J 1 bead of cattle are now on the farm.
ACS AND FOXES OF THE MISSOURI.

Many of the encouraging signs reporteJ in ccnncction with this tribe last year have vanished. While it was then evident that they bad decided to improve their present reservation as a permanent home, and seemed to have gone to work with that object in view, they
have again become more unsettled than before, and seem to have come to a fixed dPtermina·
tion to remove to the Indi an Territory. Dissipation bas increased among tltem, and every
effort on tbe part of the agent to prevent the sale of spirituous liquors to them has proven
of but little com:equence. The body of the tribe, residing eight or ten miles from the agency,
is an ob tacle in the way of complete control, and their ever-restless spirit, pending the
ettlement of the question of location, prompts them to seek excitement iu the use of intox icating drinks, rather than to occupy their time in useful employmeut.
The law r quiring the performance of labor to an amount equal in value to the annuity
paid them ha ·always been enforced, but does not accomplish as much good a might be
desired. While the labor is obligatory, the product of it is not a necessity, owing to their
large ca h annuity; hence it is apparent that unless the legitimate product of this labor i
required to su tain life it will not be entered into from the nece. ity of obtaining what i
produced but from the comp11L ory nature of the law. No remedy for this evil i~:~ yet apparent, a. ti.tey are w~ll snpplicd with neces ary farm impleme11t , wagons, &c., but they ee
!10 ne ·e ·. 1ty for theJT proper use , wealth being no le. s a misfortune to the ·e people than it
1s to tho who . hould know how to make better u e of it.
A fc\ · of th. m mber have worked with commendable energy, and as a. rewA.rd have fine
field .. f rrrowmg .corn . Two have fumi ·hed material at their own xpense for the contmchon of omt rtable hou ·p_ , ach containing four room . .
ne is log and the other
fram.e. Th :e h.ou.-e we~e ~rected by a carpenter paid from tribal fund . One ba a! ·o
form hed materH I for pamtmg hi· bom~f'.
'I he · ·b . l ha ":l' intai~
i~. . .tandard of nioe pupils during the ntire chool year.
Th ·re ar IX n clnlrlr n m th1. tnbe of ·cbool-going age . 'ev n of them have not at·n d r ·gularly, and five uot all.
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Ten sections of land on the west side of their reservation bas, by act of Congress, been
authorized to be sold. It has already been appraised and, it is supposed, will soon be
offered for sale. It is hoped that the affairs of this tribe will soon be settled upon a permanent basis; either removed to the Indian Territory and consolidated with their kindred, the'
Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi, which project they now have in contemplation, and expect soon to send a delegation to that tribe for that purpose; or have them instructed that
they must settle down and go to work where they are. Strenuous if not sevAre measures,
with their prompt and determined execution, will be required to accomplish either object, for
when left to their own free choice, without a definite course being marked out for them'
they become undecided and wavering:
CONCLUSION.

H appears appropriate to repeftt the suggestions made in last year's report in reference,
first, to tribal visit.ing, which still has its demoralizing effect, perpetuating injurious tntditions which should be buried in complete oblivion. The tribe preparing for a visit collects together all available means, sometimes leaving children and aged women in a suffering condition, to prepare a feast for the party visited, that it may be liberal in its donations, thinking that they will be benefited by an accumulation of worthless animals with
which th'ey sometimAs return, and which continue a burden to tnem so long as they are retained. This practice will not have a tendency to make these people useful citizens, and
where Indians have made a reasonable degree of progress it should be prohibited by law.
Second. As the authority of chiefs in the government of a tribe is practically annulled as
the tribe advances in civilization, it is patent that some provision of law should be made to
fill this deficiency, and protect India11s in their individual rights in regard to person and
property. The condition in which .Indians are placed would certainly be suicidal if introduced into a community of whites.
Third. A law for the summary punishment of the low class of whites which infests Indian reservations, when they return after once being removed, is most urgently demanded.
'rhe statute imposing a pecuniary penalty for this offense is entirely inoperative, as such
persons have no means from which a fine could be collected.
The practice of general legislation in regard to Indian tribes is .detrimental to the best
interests of the semi-civilized. It would assist in our efforts at civilization if those in this
condition could be excepted in the general laws and rulings.
It is believed that a law making it compulsory upon Indian parents to send all children to
school who are of the proper ages would result in much good; or in cases where cash annujty is paid, the payment thereof might be only upon condition that the children were sent
to school. Application has been made to the Department for authority to enforce this latter
proposition at this agency.
Very respectfully,
M. B. KENT,
United States Indian Agent.
The CoMMISSrONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

OMAHA AGENCY, NEJmASKA, Eighthmontlt, 1877.
RESPECTED FRIEND: In accordance with instructions of July 10, 1877, I submit my first
annual report of the condition of affairs at this agency.
I assumed the management of the Omahas on the 21st of Ninthmonth last, under unfavorable circumstances. For want of funds, as I understood, all of the employes bad been discharged during the spring and summer, and the agent had been absent near three months,
and the Indians left to manage their affairs themselves, except that three white men were employed to superintend their harvesting and keep their machines in working order. They
appeared to realize the want of an agent and the regular employes to direct, instruct, and
as ·ist them, and generally RJanifesteil a disposition to work for pay and means of subsistence, when not employed for themselves.
The agent bad many applications for employment, but very little to give for want of funds
to employ irregular labor, although a considerable amount of such labor would have been
~n advantage to the service, and a material relief to the Indians, who, for want of more'
f~vora?le .crops and be~ter economy, were very short of needful supplies of fot>d. Some more
hberal_Ity m the expenditure of funds for actual nece sary employment of irregular help would
essen.tiall;r promote the advancement of the Indians in habits of industry, and aid them in
the duectwn of self-support. Whatever feasible incentives tending to encourage industry
and fo ter a desire to increase the comforts of Jiviug can be offered them, will serve as instrumentalitie to their civilization and moral and mental elevation and will stimulate them to
'
increased interest in laboring for themselves.
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When I took charge of the agency the Indians complained of being very poor, and many
of them de titute of necessary and wholesome subsistence. The grasshoppers had seriously
tlamaged their corn, and destroyed most of their vegetables, with the exception of potatoes
and pumpkins, which afforded them an apparently reasonable excuse for a hunting expedition during the winter, in which half the tribe participated, iu order to supply themselves
with provisions and robes. Their bunt proved unsuccessful. and somewhat disastrous, and
after five months' absence they returned poorer than when they left, and, I believe, generally
convinced of the impolicy of relying on hunting as a means of supplying their wants.
But notwithstanding their ill-success and disappointment, and the impovPrished condition
of their work-ponies, they went to wo1;k with courage and earnestness to put in their spring
crops that might well commend their example to more enlightened communities. With the
help of nineteen yoke of oxen furnished from the ageney, they seeded about 600 acres to
wheat, in better conditi0n than ever before, and their largely increased production is the encouraging reward. I purchased them about 730 bushels of seed-wheat, adding materially
to their crop, which is estimated at not less than 9,000 bushels, against 4,6u5 bushels last
year, and of better quality. The grasshoppers damaged the present erop to the extent of
about 60 acres, equal to 1,000 bushels probably, leaving the productive acreage near the
same as last year. To encourage the Indians and facilitate their farming operations, I had
a good Jot of barrows made, of which they bad very few, which enabled them to put in their
crops in much better condition than usual. In consequence of the cold weather, the backwardness of the planting season, and the succeeding wet weather, they did not plant as much
corn nor cultivate it as well as I believe they otherwise would have done. I think there is
no increase in acreage over" last year, but the prospect at present !s favorable for a larger
crop, even if the grasshoppers bad not injured it last year. I estimate the crop at 27,000
bushels if not damaged hereafter. Oats, 600; potatoes, 5,000 bushels. This crop is large
and quality good ; other vPgetables abundant. I estimate the number of acres cultivated by
Omahas this year at near 1,800. There were breakings last year of about 175 acres, this
year 250.acres. There bas been nomparatively little fencing built this year.
·
I purchased last spring 100 double shovel-plows, 5 reapers and mowers, a thrashing-machine, and other neces ary farm implements and haruess, which the Indians appeared to
appreciate and use to good auvantage. Most of them appear to work cheerfully and with
interest when provided with suitable implements to work with. They have been more liberally supplied this season than heretofore, and the result in improvement, with the greater
portion of them, is all that could reasonaLly be expected or asked, considering the disadvantages they have laborod under for want of sufficient a11d suitable subsistence . .
Their improvement is marked and encouraging, both to themselves and those wbo work for
them. They are realizing tho necessity, as well as the advantage, of changes in their habits
and modes of living, and whatever facilities and encouragement can be extended to them at
this juncture will, I believe, have a salutary influence in promoting their advancement and
accelerating their civilization, while too rigid economy will retard their progress. 'fhe Omahas evince a generous loyalty to the wishes and requirements of the Indian Department, so
far as they comprehend them, and I believe few communities aro more peaceable. They
are ardently attached to their reservation and their homes, and any intimation of change
excites emotions of uneasiness and grief. Many of them express anxiety to build houses and
improve their homes as fast as they can acquire the means, and try to live like the white
people. And if judicious and encouraging measures are pursued toward them I believe a
large portion of them will shortly be willing to become citizens; but they want a little time
to prepare for the change.
The two schools were quite well attended during the nine months they were in operation
since I took charge of the agency; the average attendance was good, considering the di tance many of the scholars bad to go to school, which, with other contin~Pncies, occasioned
con iJerable irregularity. There was not that progress in speaking the Engli h language,
however, that would have been desirable, and witllout which but little advancement can be
made in learning, and what they learn is soon forgotten. More attention to the cultivaton.
of the Engli:h language, and less. iu proportion, to the blackboard, is necessary to uce£The Indians in council have frequently expressed their earnest wish for an indu triat
~h.o?l, ~vberc '.heir children could be b tter taught the English language and the cu tom· Of
CIYlhzatJOn. '1 h y are now so scattered on tht)ir allotments that probably more than hal
th children of chool-age cannot attend.
Tb ·re i one mi ionary at the Presbyterian Mission three mile from the agency, who, I
h~l~eve, h~. religion:>. ervice.· there e~ery Sabbath. ! hope the 'abbath-school at the agency
w!l~ coutnb~te ~o th_e improvement of the young Ind1ans .
•. ome ~eg1 lat1on 1s nece :ar~ to prot ct the Indians in their rights of property, and the
r l~~Jat1on f property to~en t:o'l! them and conv yed bP-yond the reserve.
'\ 1th the. maha tt:~ cb1e~ lup IS a ource of more strife and di, affection than any other
ou:c of dlf~ .rene·. I. here t a l_arge party oppo ed to their pre ant bered1tary chief ·, and
d 1rou. of 1tber el chug the clucli:l or of having none. They complain, and not without
o. ~~ c·a11 e th_a t_lwy ar~ arrog~nt ~nd presumptuous, as umiog authority in managing the
flmr of th tniJ ~nc~11 .. 1. tent w1~h JU 'lice and the right of the member, while· iudu try
and adv nc ment m CIVlhzed lmb1t · they are uot~in advance of the average of the tribe. I

541

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

believe if the tribal relation could be abolished, and the chiefs dispensad with, it would conduce to the peace and interest of the tribe.
Very respectfully,

JACOB YORE,
United Stales lndiart Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIR.S.

0TOE AGENCY, NEBRASKA,

Eight!tmouth 22, 1877.
In compliance with instructions, and in conformity to regulations
of the Department, I hereby present my fifth annual report of the condition of the Indian
service at Otoe agency, Nebraska.
The Indians lo-·ated at this agency are those comprising the confederated tribe of Otoes
and Missourias, which now numbers about 460 living members. They were moved back
from the Missouri River, their former home, in 1855, to the reservation which they now occupy,
under the conditions of a treaty then enacted. Its provisions were liberal and highly favorable for the development of industrial il1stitutions and the cue toms of civilized life; but, until
within the last fom years, they were paid their annuities in cash, and being allowed to ·spend
a large part of their time in bunting they made but little advancement in agricultural pursuits or other home industries. The gradual disappeara.nce of game and a periodical decrease
in the amounts of their annuities reduced them to seeming poverty and the merest necessities
of life, yet they remained true to the traditions and customs of their forefathers; and many
of them stiil regard with jealousy any innovations that tend to supplant these with the
more provident habits of white men. do long had these Indians been under treaty stipulations, and treated as pettEJd wards of the Government, (the present generation having grown
up under the iuftuence thereof,) that when in the course of events, consequent upon the
sprt>ad of white settlements, it became necessary for them to turn to their own industry for
support, it was extremely difficult tor them to realize the change that bad taken place, and
they resorted to many equivocations and expediencies before they were wiiling to accept the
situation.
Under a steady policy, having for its object the development of productive industry, an
im;.ortant change has taken place since the spring of 11:57:3, at which time ,I first took charge
of the agency. Then no land was fenced, and none of any consequence under cultivation.
Very few of the necessary 11ppliances for cultivating the soil were found amoug the [ndiaris,
and none at the disposal of the agent. The agency buildings bad gone to decay or been
wholly destroyed, mechanical industriPs of all kinds wer~ neglected, and but very little
advance had been made in the line of school education. Now, over 700 acres are under
successful cultivation, and a larger amount inclosed by fence, all of which bas been done
by Indian labor. Mechanical industries have been established, a saw and grist mill rebuilt,
all the agency buildings and shops rebuilt or effectually repaired, and a number of new ones
added, including a large industrial school-building, with the necessary out-buildings and
improvements connected therewith.
The events of the past year have been mainly unimportant and without special significance,
except that a system of continued improvement has been maintained, and it is believed t.hat
considerable advarJc:ement has been made. The acreage under cultivation is nearly the same
as last year, but little new land haviug been broken; but the crops are considerably increased, especially wheat and oats, which are believed to be fully double that of any previous
yea1 ; and under proper management the crops of the present season will furnish sufficient
brPj\dstuff for the tribe during the coming year.
The agency mill, rebuilt and repaired since my last report, is now sufficiflnt to do all the .
grinding required, which is a great convenience, and being suppliad with grain grown on
the reservation will save much outlay of funds.
It is believed that the system of purchasing supplies for the subsistence of Indians from
year to year is expensive, and not calculated to advance their best interests; in order to obviate a necessity, therefore, aad to utilize the rich grasses that grow abundantly on the reservation, :360 head of cattle wero purchased, during the summer of lcl7.1, with a view of
establishing a permanent agency herd, from which to draw supplies of meat as necessity
required, aud to furnish individuals with cow. as they bPcame prepared to take proper care
of them. This enterprise bas beon successful, to a ce1:tain extent, and the Indians have
been regularly supplied with meat during the winter season; but the herd being of insufficient
size to allow a constant supply of meat from the natural increase, a difficult; wa_s experi·
enced during the summer, w ben beef was uot issued, on account of the Indiaus secretly killing
the calves and other young cattle; consequently the herd has decreased in number to
about 2UO pead. It is believed that the herd should be sufficiently increased so tbat, with
proper management, it would furnish a constant supply of meat and rewove the difficulty
RESPECTED FRIEND:

36 I

542

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

heretofore experienced; and with the agricultural produce, that can be indefinitely inereased
from year to year, would soon furnish all the mean>: of support required for the tribe.
A large part of tbP, ag-ricultural operations have been under the immediate care of the
agency, none of th(l Indians having the means f.H farming, exeep_t as implements and teams
have been loaned them at the agency. Yet a few have made Important progress toward
opening farms, and could they now be furnishtJd implements of their own it is believed they
would take care of them, and their ad\'ancement be mom rapid. Two full-b lood Indians
have raised fields of wheat that will yield nearly 20 bushels per acre; and a number have
fields ot "American corn," as they call the kind grown by white men.
One young man, a full Indian, by his own effo rts, assisted by the ag-ency carpenter, bas
built, on a farm he had previc usly opened, a good framehouse, containing four rooms; and
others have since expressed themselves as being tired of fixing up dirt lodges, and desiringto build better houses. Only a small number of these Indians as yet live in houses. My
experience with them bas been that to attempt to (orce them into houses, however well they
bad been prepared, without effort on their part. and before they bad felt the need of them,
bas been attended with unsatisfactory results; but as their changing circumstances in life
bring them to talw an allotment of land, and to realize that a good house is better for them
than earthen wigwams, and to make an effort to effect a cbangA, then thAy should receive all
encouragement and assistance practicable, and will be benefited by the improvement.
Th e subj ect of removal that has been agitating these Indians for a number of years bas
prev{'nted to a very great extent active improvem en t among them, and although to remove
was believed to be adverse to their interests, yet the settlement of the question seemed important, and with this view the subjeet was recently brought fairly before them under a
proposition for their removal to the Kaw re ·ervation, Indian Territory, which, after being
fully considered and discus. ed in open council, they decided almost unanimously to reject,
and now declare their intentions to move out of the village, select allotments of land, and
try to improve them . To do this successfnlly they will require the aid of teams and impl ements, with which they should be supplied as far as practicable. The funds of the. tribe
have heretofore been too limited to admit of much expenditure in this direction, but the ale
now pending of 1:20,000 acres of their land, it is believed, will supply a fund sufficiently
large that the accruing interest will be ample to supply all necessary assistance.
An industrial school, that was first estab li shed in the fall of 1875, bas been kept in con·
stant operation since that time, except during the months of July and August of each year.
The opening of the school was under very unfavorable c.ircumstauces, owing to strong
prPjnJicial opinions that many of the Indians had received concerning the schoo l, and their
consequent opposition to its being stArted . It has nevertheless been steadily maintained,
and, I am pleased to be able to state, ha. continued to improve, a lso to grow in favor among
the Indians. In consequence of the opposition in the tJil>e, and no means to compel the
children to come, the attendance has not been as large as it should have been, yet the ad·
vancement of those at the schoo l during the last year has been very satisfactory in their
tudies as well as in their deportment and industry out of school. Thirty-eight have been
enrolled and the attendance has beeu much more regular than the year previous. The number
of children in the tribe between tLe ages of 6 and I t! years is about 6U, all of whom could be
accommodated in the in titution could their atteudauce be secured. The buildillg is largo,
conveniently arranged, and upplied with boarding and s leeping accommodations equal to
the average of boarding-schools for wbite chi ldren, also sitting or play-rooms for the boys
and girls separately, each communicating at oppo ite ends with a large school -room, furui b d with improved school furniture. The children are boarded, instructed, and requir d
to participate in all the dome tic industries belonging to the institution, and taught daily in
the school during regular chool-bour .
TbP. sauitary condition of the tribe for the most part ba been good and the mortality
light, consid ring their exposure consequent on liviug mostly in tents and earth-covered
lodges. The deaths reported for the year are J6 and the births 26. No physician i em·
ployed at thi agency, ben e the Indians are compelled to rely much on th ir own doctor ,
though a supply of common r m diets is kept at the AO"ency and dispensed by the agent or
oth r instructtd to do so, and are in frequent requ st by the Indians, many of them prA·
f ·rrtng th rn to their own medicine. .
onld a physician be employed, it is believed be
'~ould br g n rally patroniz d. In a few complicated cl\ es the ervices of a regular phy i·Jau w re obtained, whi ·h r ult ct in the recovery of the patient , while similar ca. e und r
the lndmn tr atment gt-nerally proved fatal.
•
ery re ·pectfully,
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SANTEE .AGENCY, NEBBASKA,
Eighthmontlt 25, 1877.
In accordance with instructions, ·I submit my report of affairs at

RESPECTED FRIEND:
tbi:;; agency.
Tbe Sn.ntee Sioux left Minnesota about fifteen yeers ago, and, after several removals, settled ten years ago on the ground now occupied by the agency buildings, which is situated
on the southwestern bank of the M.ssouri H,iver, in the State of Nebraska. The first settlement Lere was in a disconnected village, the houses of which were built of logs and ground,
and roofed with sod-many of them living in tents. They lived here for several years,
dependinir almost entirely on the Government for support .
.About eight year;; ago they were induced, by the persuasions of their agent and the missionaries, to leave their village and build houses on the farms which had been allotted to
them on this reservation; the men agreeing to breftk one acre of ground, Government furnishing the teams and paying them to do it. They now have from ten to twenty acres
broken, and the work of civilization has been gradual bnt sure since that time. Three years
ago there were only two houses that had shinO'le roofs. and but few that had board fluors .
.At present, out of the one hundred and fifty-th~ee houses occupied by the Indi ans. fi fty have
shingle roofs and the greater part of them have bo~trd floors, with an increasing desire on
their part to improve whenever they can. They are not building many new houses at this
time, but the ones they have are being gre!:lti,Y improved.
The men have adopted citizens' dress in full, the women partially. They still cling to
their shawls, which they use for bonnet and shawl. I think there is great need for work
among the women, for the men of this agency are making more progress than th e women,
and the men need to be supported by the women more than they are at this time in the
proper performance of their household duties.
We need never expect the old men and women to become self-supporting; but I believe
the time is not far distant when r.he young ones who have been under the civilizing influence will be able to support themselves, and the Government will only be required to care
fJr the old in a manner similar to our county and city almshouses.
I feel that I would not be doing justice to the men of rpy tribe if I did not say some.thi ng
of the manner in which they worked to get their grain harvested. 'I'!Jey had but three
reapers, and, in order to get their grain off in good coudition, they kept one of them going,
part of the time, day and night, showing a willingness for work rarely displayed among
white people. The grain-crop this season will be very good, yielding in the aggregate
about 6,000 bush els of wheat, 2,000 of which has been thrashed.
·
One of the greatest troubles I find among tbe tribe is the contention between man and
wife, arising generally from jeaionsy, causing quarreling and fighting.
There is oue important subject that I think should claim the attention of the Department. .A
law should be prepared by the proper persons for the guidance of all agents iu the governing of
the Indians under their care with a degree of unifurmity similar to that of a State law. If a
religious influence could be brought to bear upon the minds of the Indians of an unselfi~h
nature in itself, it would greatly aid in the work of civilization. There are many professors of
religion and regular attenders of meeting among the Indians of this reservation, but, like many
white professors, have not arrived at that degrt>e of perfection that they should be to Jet thei1'
religion be seen by their actions toward their fellow-man; and there are Indians here from
whom many white professors could obtain useful religious lessons.
One important point in eivilizing the Indians is in the selecting of good, honest people,
as far as possible, to deal with them, for they are quick to observe and will see very soou
whether persons live up to the professions that they make. They never forget a promise,
and often recall promises made by some of our Washington friends that never have been
fulfilled.
We have good schools, one manual-labor school supported by the Government, performing a good part in the way of civilization. There are two mi ss ions on the ag.mcy, one supported by thA Indian commission of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and the other by the
Ameri can Board of Commissioners for F'oreign Missions. They both have bouding-schools
in which manual labor is ta11ght. The American BoMd have just erected a new building,
especially fur the education of young men, separate from the girls' school. They both have
. day-schools establis hed on remote parts of the reservation. These schoob combined are
greatly atding in tbe work of civilization.
,
Th1s agency is becoming an educational center for all the Sioux tribes, a number of scholars coming in every y ear to enjoy the advantage of the higher training they can receive
here, and their number will be likely to in0reage. It is recommended tliat this ilwrease in
onr population, which is not represented on the rolls of the trib e, shou ld be remembered iu
the annual suppli9s. By order of the Department. I am instructed to feed such scholars,
but no pecia.l estimate bas ever been put in to meet this issue.
From tbe mA.nner in which these Indians have conrlucted themselves since I have been
here I believe the time has arriveJ for them to be recogniz ed as citizens, so far as having
their lands deeded to them upon which they now reside. I do not believe they are in a condition t o support them elve · without a part of the care whiclt is now beinO' extended ove1·
them. It would not do at this time to withdraw it from them aud throw the land of this
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reservation open to w bite settlers, for the Indians would consider it an encroachment upon
rights which they feel have been given to them, and it would be but the signal for another of
the Indian wars which have been a disgrace to the history of our nation. Great care should
be exercised in this particular point.
Wabashaw, the head chief of this tribe, of whom Bishop Whipple and others have frequently spoken in their letters and reports, died in Fourtbmonth, l876. Napoleon, his son,
has recently been selected chief in bif'l father's place, and I believe, as time passe , that
wisdom will come, and Napoleon will follow the good steps of his father.
I am thy friend,
ISAIAH LIGHTNER.
Farmer in Charge.
The CoMMISSIONER OF lNDlAN AFFAIRS.

MISSION OF THE AMERICAN BOARD, SANTEE AGENCY, NEBRASKA,
A ugu.st ~l:j, J877.
DEAR SIR: I have the honor of reporting to you the condition and progress of the mission of "The American Board" at this place. Everything, on the whole, is quite encouraging.
The Sabbath services of our Dakota church are generally very well attended. Pastor
Shuamani bas ministered faithfully during the year in the congregation at. the ageney. The
services at our ont·station chapel on Bazille Creek have been kept up by the elders and other
lay preachers of the church.
Our schools have been full, beyond our capacity to accommodate. We have bad 9~ scholars during the school year. Of these, 49 were boarding scholars, 22 in the young men's
ball and 27 in the Dakota Home, (a school for girls and young women.) Bt>sides these, we
have sustained 4 scholars in "the States." These are advanced scholars, seut avvay to perfect themselves in the use of the English language.
We shall now have Letter and larger accommodations for our scholars. We have this
summer put up a new hall for young men at an expense of $:3,500. We have also made
additions and improvements to the Dakota Home at a cost of $500.
During the year I have had the help of three native teachers, two men and one young
woman. Th ey have all rendered good service.
We are working more and more into the fulfillment of our plan to make this a trainingschool for supplying native teac:hers to all this Dakota country. Last winter we had in our
school seven young men from Cheyenne ageney. Dakota, and six young men and seven
young women and girls from Yankton agency, Dakota. We also had two scholars from
Flandreau, Dakota.
In publications, we continue the . monthly issue of our Dakota paper. We print 1,500
copies, ani! issue about one thou and copies to paying subscribers. The Indians eontribnte
articles for it considerably. vVe have issued a new school reader in Dal<Ota on the wordmethod. We have also publi hed this year, through the American Bible Society, a new
edition ot the Dakota Bible, which is now nearly complete. Th1s, however, is the work of
Drs . Williamson ·and Riggs, the fathers of this mission, whose residence is elsewhere.
Allow me, in conclusion, to thank you for your promptnes. in dealing with cas s of immorality in the tribe. ltdo ~s much to tone up the public sentiment when the chief authority
u ·e both hi s inflnence and his power distinctly in favor of chastity and righteousness.
Respectfully submitted.
ALFRED L. RIGG",
Missiona1·y of the .Ameriwn Buard.
I ArAII LIGHTNER,
Fm·mer in Charge, Santee Ayency.

WINNEBAGO AGEN V, ~F.URA . K 1
Nint!trnunlh :-$, 1 77.
r. Pr·:CTEU · I~I~'m: In compliance with instructions, I submit thi my seventh annual
report f th cond1t1on <tf the Indians under my carP.
Ry treaty procl>timed June W, l 3 , the Winnebat,oes ceded to the Unit d tat all their
land eat of the~~~ . i . ippi iy- r, in con. ideratiou f which they were tor ceive ."'I, 100.000;
th . balance o~ th1 ·. aft •r ma.kmg certain payments, wa to be inve ted for tht-ir b n fit, on
wh1ch the 01 •d • t1~t•· ~ll ran . to pay them an annual intcre t of not le s th n 5 p r
cer!t: ~t the. a!ll time, th 11a1d Ind1an agr c tor move within eight mouth from tbe
rahfi
10!' of till rea y . to a c rtain tract of land we t of the Mi ·i. sippi.
The Wmn b go · r ctnve no upport from the Government, other thl\n from tb interc t
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appropriated annually on what remains of these funds. This, in 1870, amounted to over
$:>0.000. Since then the half-breeds, numbering J60 persons, members of the tribe remaining
in MinnesPta at the tim~ of the removal of the [ndi;tns from that State in I86:J, have, in ·ac·
c01·danee with the provisions of the act.making appropriations for the Indian service, approved
March 3, 1H.7l, been paid their propvrtion of the principal of all Winnf>bago funds, as shown
on the books of the Treasury at that time, including the proportion of $85,000, on which but
five more installments of intereRt were to be paid, per 4th artit;le treaty Ot;tober l:J, 1846. In
compnting this proportion, the whole number of the tribe, considered as being entitled to participate in the benBfits of the tribal funds, was 1,581, which number included only thosB
located on the 'Winnebago reservation in Nebra~ka at that time, in addition to the HiO
already spoken of. By this act of Congress the Nebraska Winnebagoes, who comprise only
that portion of the tribe which has complied with treaty stipulations and quietly acquiesced
in the demands of the Government, were deprived of nearly one-eighth part of their accustomed support.
Other reductions were afterward made for the purchase of a reservation ar1joining the old.
one in this State, and for removing to it the wandering bands of Winnebagoes in Wisconsin.
These were supposed to have numbered in all nearly 1,000 persons. They had not been in
the habit of receiving any attention or admowledgment from the Government since they,
as a tribal organization, had declined to treat with it. Nearly all of them objected to
removing from Wisconsin to their new reservation in Nebraska, and as a natural conseqnence soon returned, after being compelled to do so. At the present time there are
probably less than one hundred of the number remaining here. · For the pMt three years
the sum to which the Wisconsin Winnebagoes would nave been entitled had they remained
on their reservation, amounting in all to $48,521.07, has beeu set apart awaiting sncb act
of Congress a!:! will give relief in the premises, thus reducing the total amount received per
annnm by that portion of the tribe living on the reservation to but little more than one-ha le
of what it was seven ,years ago. It seems needless to say that they are very much dissftti·fied at this, and that when they refer to the subject in council, as they frequently do, I have
some difficulty in satisfyiltg them as to tbe justice of the governmental policy in setting
apart funds to be expended at some future time for the benefit of certain individuals who
pl'rsist in absenting themselves from their reservation, while others who are absent but
a few months are deprived of all allvantages from is~nes of supplies or payments that may
have been made during their absence. I am unable myself to see why, if the Wisconsin
\Vinnebagoes are entitled to a share of the tribal funds, they were not taken into account
in calculatiug the proporti0n of the principal due the Minnesota half-breeds.
The Winnebagoes have occupied at least six different reservations since their removal
west of the Mississippi. These frequent changes, and the necessary abandonment of what
improvemPnts they had made on their lands, seemed to d~courage them from making that
individual effort so essential to advancement. This uncertainty as to where their permanent
home woul1 be was partially overcome, when in 1869 and 1870 a portion of their present
reservation was allotted, and each heaJ of a family received a patent for 80 acres ot' land.
Since then they have gradually extended their farming operations until now they are able to
/
subsist wit.h little or no aid from the Government in the way of rations.
A flight of grasshoppers alighted in this region about one year ago, greatly damaging the
crops, {Jarticularly the corn, and as it is to this that the Indians principally look for their
winter's support, they were obliged to look for work among the white settlements. Many
of them found employmBnt in cutting and hauling wood, milroad-ties, &c., and I heard
fewer complaints of depredations committed by them than during any previous winter since
I have had them in charge.
There are four building~ on this reservation intended for use in educating the children ot
the tribe, three of which are for day-schools; these are distant from each other about two
miles, are conveniently located for the purpose for which they are intended, one about onehalf mila west of the agency, from which the other two are nearly in a right line to the
northeast. They are all built entirely of wood; two were poorly constructed, abvut ten
years ago, and are now hardly suitahle for use during the winter season. They should be
replaced by substantial brick buildings. The third was erected fonr year:! ago, and is a
good building, but unfortunately it is the one most remote from the agency, and the attendance there, when it was open, averaged much less than any of the others. The day-schools
were the only ones in operation during the past year; the average attendance at these was
about sixty; this small average was owing to the absence of a majority of the Indians from
there. ervation. Had the industrial boarding-school been open at that time many children
would have been left in it who could not otherwise have been provided for in the absen~e of
their parents. It became necessary, however, to close the latter-named institution on the
14th of Third month, 1 76, owing to the restrictions of an act of Congress, fixing the total
amount to be expended for pay of employ6s, at any one agency, at not more than $LO,OOO
per annum. As thi is ~till the law, the school of necessity continues closed, although I
have some prospect now of letting it out by contract to some person to board, clothe, and
educate the children, at a fixed sum per week for each one in attendance. It has heen a
serious misfortune to the tribe to have a fine building, which cost nearly $20,000 but four
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years ago, remaining vacant. so long, when it has done, and is capable of doing, so much
good.
A census of the tribe was taken last week, by w bich it appears there were 1,396 Indians
on the reservation at that time. Several who are residiug in the State, but who have been
absent from the reservation since last ~pring, ·were not enumerated; including these there are,
as near as I can ascertain, I ,410 \Vinnebagoes in N.;braska at the present time. The number is continually changing as parties come from and return to Wisconsin.
HOWARD WHITE,
United States Indian Agent.
The CoMMissroNER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

OFFICE NEVADA INDIAN AGENCY,
PYRAMID-LAKE HESERVE,

August 2~, 1877.
STR: In comp1iance with the requirements of the Indian Bureau, and in obedience to your
instructions, I have the honor to here with band you my third annual report as United States
Indian agent.
Tbe four reservations under the management of this agency are located as follows :
The Pyramid Lake reservation is situated in Washoe and Ro~p Counties, in the northwestern part of the State, 16 miles north of Wadsworth, on the Central Paciiic Railroad, and
contains an area of 320,000 acres, including lake, mountain, and desert. Not lo exceed
5,000 acres are of any value for reservation purpo,ses. 'fhe fi&hing upon this reserve is one
of the most important sources of supply to the Indians.
The Walker River reservation is situated in Esmeralda County, Southwestern Nevada,
80 miles from Pryamid Lake agency and 64 miles from Central Pacific. Railroad, and contains an area of about the sam.e number of acres, but this, like the other, is liable to mislead
the person who tal{es his notes from the snrvey-lines alone, as laid down upon the map, for
there is not to exceed 4,000 acres upon tbs res ervation any benefit for agricultural purposes.
Th e Moapa River reserve is located in the extreme southeastern part of the State, 600 miles
from Pyramid Lake reserve, and J25 miles from Pioche, end of stage-route. This reservation contains l,OUO acres, all of which is eas ily irrigated from the river that flows through
the middle of the reserve. lt is easily cultivated. Two crops can be raised P-ach year
without detriment to the soil.
The 'hoshone farm are located in Elko County, in the northea tern part of the State, 275
miles from Pyramid Lake aud 25 miles north of Carlin, on the Centra l Pacific Railroad, and
contain au area of nearly 600 acres. These farms w re located about three yt'ars ago,
and last fall were snrveJed for the Northwestern band of Shoshone Indi ans, and have been set
apart by executive order of .t he President for the use and benefit of said Indians. The soil
is good and easily irrigated.
Good crops have been rai ed on all these reservations, especially so on the two latter, where
they have such ample means of irrigating. Th e grain is all harves ted, but not tbmshed and
sacked; therefore tbe number of bushels raised are neces arily estimated, concerning which
1 refer you to the statistical reports forwarded herewith to your office.
There i a perceptible improvement in the condition, habits, and disposition of these Indians. They are les roving and more content to tay upon reservation. , and seem to be
getLing into the feeliug more than ever before, that they have homes tbey can live at unmolested. They are tractable, ob dient, and respectful in their deportment, truthful and prompt
to meet their engagements as far a. it is pos ible for them to do o.
ln thi. connection I wish to speak of a matter that ha. aud uoes still operate to the detriment of the ervice here. A large majority of the Indian s of tbis tate that have n ver
lived upon re ervation , and have stiffly and perst. tently refused every propof'ition that htLS
been made to inclu ·e them to do so, have ·ongregated along the line of the railroad from gdeP to Truekee, Winnemucca and Reno being their principal places of re ort, bnt more or
les at ev ry little town and tation. To ·ay that the e Indians are di solnt would be u ing
a mild term as it relates to some of them. They ride upon the cars at will; nev r a tmin
pa :e ith<•r way but that Indians can be seen piled up on tbe platforms of tbe car.', comiug and goiug they care ly know where. The railroad company ha. acted a noble and
<·umm ·ndabl part, and no blam can attach to them for thi inuiscriminate anu unn c ;ar.r riding on th ir ears. ln ·p ctor Watkin took in the situatiOn of tbings wh n be was
}wre thrc months arro, a he pa:. ed over the road, and aid be wa not urpri d that
n1 •mb r of 'onrrr , nator., and oth rs intere. ted in behalf of the Nevaua In liao ,
pu.~ ·iog ovr·r tb r!"ilronu h r ·, hould be unf11.vorably impr s. Pd, and a. k the qu ·tiou ·, \ here
1 lht· P.gent
"hy d · h not k p th • ·e Indians on th ir r s rvation and put th m to
'' ork 1 ' t kn "in!>', of ·our.-e, but that they are re ervatiou Indians. Th plan, a. iiHmgumt db· Jajor W· tkin , of all Indians obtaining a. pa ; from the Incliau agent b fore
liH:Y will b ullo ve.d t rid on the ·ar , i., I am . ur , a good one, and when it can be
tnctly enforced w11l tend to remedy the evil pokeu of very much.
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I made mention of the little tribe of Washoe Indians in my last annual report. They are
living in and around Reno and Carson City, this State. They have refused all offers of assistance from the Government until recently. They say now they will work and try every
way in their power to support themselve'3 in an honest way if they can get a little assist:.:.nce
from the Government to make a beginning. I trust something will be done fur this once
honored and respected tribe, whose condition now is deplorable in the extreme-pitiful beggars, living in the most abject poverty. Any move for the amelioratiou of their condition
will be heartily seconued and assisted by the citizens of Rene• and Carson City.
No schools nor missionary work has been carried on among the Nevada Indians for the
obvious reason that I have l;!ad no funds at my dispo~>al for that purpose. I sincMely regret
this, and feel aggrieved when, in my intercourse with them, I seA they are so kindly disposed,
and manifest such great eagerness and anxiety to learn ev.erything that bas the least tendency to make them self-supporting, and good citizens. I am candid in saying that a great
mistake has been made with these Indians in this respect.
I do not say where the fault lies, but certainly the Government does not pay for doing
missionary work. The agents and employes receiving a salary are paid to disburse supplies
aud teach the Indians, not only from books, in the schools, but to teach them to cultivate
the soil, to teach them the mechanical arts and the rules of business, so that they may be
self-supporting and able to maintain themselves in the varied relations of life w':len coming
in contact with the whites. But the work of educating, civilizing, and Christianizing must
go band in hand. So it is that, while the agent is employed as the busines'! representative
of the GovernmP.nt alone, be is yet brought in close contact with the missionary, if oerchanee
one is maintained by the denomination having the right to nominate the agent. But so far
as my information goes, there are at kast two-thirds of the agencies in the United States in
which the rAligious societies are doing nothing in this direction. All missionary work that
is done, is done by the agents and employe~ of the Government. It is a shame and disgrace
to ~be boasted enlightenment of our age and people that so little money is expended and
work d0ne by the religious societies of the land to extend the blessings of the Christian
religion among the Indian tribes. We send thousands of dollars annually to foreign shores
for the missionary work, bnt we nel2'lect the heathen at our own doors. Who so much
entitled to our aid in this direction as the natives of the country that we nuw posse~s ¥ Who
should be the subjects of missionary labor; if not the heathen whom we, as a nation and a
people, have so largely dispossessed of their birthrights~ The limits of their hunting-grounds
are now circumscribed; we are forcing them to seek other means of support and adopt new
habits of life. It is civilization or extermination, one or the other; and it is left w1~h the
Christian people of the country to say which it shall be. The appropriations by the Government for their education and support are year by year growing less and less. Our Congress
seems to p~1ss these bills for the assistance of the Indians grudgingly. as if it was a disagreeable duty, and they would do just as little of it as possible, or as is compatible v..-ith
any sort of compromise with conscience.. This being the case, aud education and Christianity
~eing twin·brothers, of one common parent, to be taught side by side, might it not be well
for the churches to seriously consider the subject of establishing and maintainiug schools in
connection with their missionary work as it is now performed 1 The agents of the Government would at all times and places furnish such assistance as is in their power, aml, to a
certain extent, wouid exercise authority over them, necessarily, when located on a reservation. If a work of this kind was commenced among the Nevada Indiaus, in connection
with what will be done for them by the Government, and prosecuted with energy for two
JP,ars, the question of their civilization and self-support would be a settled fat~t .
. The sanitary condition of these Indians has not been so good this ytlar as la~:~t; chtlls and
fever is the prevailing disease. Measles ha\'e prevailed at Walker River r~serve, from which
~orne deaths occurred. As nearly a'> can be estimated, out of a population of 1, 700 on the
four reservations, 72 births and 41 deaths have occurred.
CONCLUSfON.

Allow me to say that my labors here have not been all, by any means, I have desired;
yAt I feel confident much good has been done, and the Indians are making commendable
prvgress in the arts of husbandry.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. J. BARNES,
United States Indian Agent, Nevada.
The CoMMl lONER oF INDiaN AFFAIRS.

ELKO, ELKO COUNTY, NEVADA,

August 24, 1877.
Sm: I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report for the year ending August
31, 1 77.
The Western Shoshone Indians under my charge have improved in civilized habits during
the past year.
ome of them are engaged io ~arming for themselves, in different parts of
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E'lstern Nevada. Not as much farming has been done by them in the past year as in some
f.. rrner years, owing- to the scarcity of land and water. The country is becoming more
tbicidy settled bv white people, and the patches of land, in many cases heretofore cultivated by the Inuians, have been pun·hased from the Governme nt by white men, and are
now cultivated by them. In other cases the water heretofore used by the Indians for irrigating purposes has been taken from the streams above the Indian ram·hes, thus rendering
them valueless, as nothing can be rai sed without irrigation. A good many ranches have,
however, been cultivated by the Indians this year. The Western Shoshones generally have
an inclination to be industrious. They are peaceable and well disposed toward the white people. Many of them have learned to work, and make very good farm·hands. Some of them can
drive four and six horses. They can chop, mow, and, in fact, do all manner of farm-work.
Some of the young Indians are learning to read and write, and are fast improving in civilization. On the other hand, there are many who are indolent and shiftless, and will not
work as long as they can have somethii;Jg to eat.
In a letter from the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under date of January 25,
1877, I was authorized to purchase some farming-utensils and seed, at a cost not to exceed
$:337.50 currency. With this money, as far as it went., I purchased such farming-utensils
and seed as were absolutely necessary. This small appropriation greatly assisted some ot
the Indians who were engaged in farming. In some cases oD,e plow was used for two or
more ranches.
In May last I received a small supply of medicines, which has been a great help to the
Indians in this vicinity. Drs. Meigs and Huntington, of this place, have prescribed for the
sick Indians in many cases and prepared the medicines for them.
I have visited a large portion of the country inhabited by the Western Shoshone and
Gosh Ute Indians dm1ng the past year, and have taken great pains to ascertain their true
condition, also to learn their wishes in regard to the future. For several years past some ot
the most intelligent leading men of the :-hoshones have been very anxious to have a tract
of land situated in the northern part cf the State, !mown as Duck Valley, set apart a a
reservation for them. I have seYeral times informed the D epartment of the wishes of the
Indians, and asked to be authorized to visit the country in question and ascertain wheth er
it was suitable for a reservation or not. No steps were taken in regard to the matter, that I
am aware of, until in March last. The I11dians during the winter urged upon me to go with
them to Duck Valley as soon as spring opened and see what I th.ougbt of the country, and
report the result to the Department at Washington. This I agreed to do as soon as we
could g t through the mountains. During this time Col. E. C. Watkins, United States
Indian inspector, arrived here from Washington with instructions to examine into the condition of the Indians under my charge. He directed that some of the leading Indian':!
should meet him here. I accordingly sent for Captain Sam, an intelligent Shoshone, and a
number of others, who at once caUJe. In an interview with Inspector Watkins the Indians
laid this matter before him, interpreted by me. He authorized me to proceed to Duck Valley and make a careful examination of the country, and report the result to the honorable
Commis ioner of Indian Affairs. In obedience to his instructions, I started on th e 15th ot
March, in company with Captain Sam and his nephew. Th e Indians furnished four horses
for the occa ion, two of which we used to pack our provisions, blankets, &c. I arrived at
Duck Valley, and remained there some days, aud carefully examined the country, in order
that I might be able to make a correct report. After a thorough examination I con. idered
the place suitable for a resP-rvatiou for the Sbasbones, and, in fact, better than l had expected
to find. I returned, and on the 2 th of March reported the matter to the honorabl e Commis~iorfer of Indian Affairs, giving as full and correct a description of the country as I c.ould,
and respectfully a ·k ed that the same be reserved for the use and occupancy of the Western
• hoshones, this being the only tract of land unclA.imed in Nevada suitable for a reservatiou
for them. In the early part of April I went south among the Shoshone and Gosh Ute Indians in 'pvada and ta.h.
n tht> 6th of April I issued orne clothing, blankets, &c., to 186 Shoshones anti Gosh
te at CJ veland's ranch, near the line between Nevada and Utah. I fouud these Indians
d ~itute and with c.nn iderable siclme s among tLem. Whil e traveling through the country
a di.-tanc of about ~00 miles, I a. certained that a number of deaths had occurred during the
pa_t year. I learned that about 30 Indian with whom I was well acquainted were dead.
Jound that several Indian had become discouraged and demoralized, aud had left their
work and gone with the small roving band who are roaming about through n~:~arly 1\ll parts
of Ea. t rn t evada, and beg, gambl , and lead a miserable life. They hang about miningtown , and live partly upon r fu.·e thrown away from there taurant and boarding-bon e .
ln ome place th y eat m at that i actually rotten, and they are the mo t degraucd being
bey are :ery J ud of whi. ky, aud will do almost anything for it. The whi. ky
I ver. aw .
· l1l t.o th m by th wl~Jte p op)P. and hine e i almo ·t rank poi. on. Many of th Ind ian ,
ri'J. rn~~ to ~ much 1c.kn .. 1\mong them, tated that tb y believed it wa. cau d by the
E>n l pmt "b!Ch th wh1t people po .. e . d, and that in a ·hort time the Jnclil\n would all
di • ff, tnting that be~ re th whit 11 cam among them no such dis a. ~s w r kuowu, and
tlu t orrw of thtir proph ·1. hl\d d chled that this was the ca. e and that it was n edle.'s to
try to av id it. After li teuiug. orne time to their fooli~;h talk, I 'told them it wa ' not the evil
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pirit which the white people posRessed that caused the sickness and death among them, but
that it was the filthy manner in which they lived, ana the rotten food they lived upon, and
the poison whisky they drank. I explained to them the necessity of cultivating civilized
ln-tbits, showing thP.m the vast difference between their present condition and what they
would be if they had wholesome food to eat and eomfortable homes to live in. I told them
what bad been done toward establishing a reservation for them. and bow important it was
that an immediate change should take place, and how much better those of the Indians who
were farming and engaging in eivilized habits were getting along. When I left these Indians they promised to send one Indian representing each band to the proposed reservation
when I sent for them, that they might return and report to their respective bands.
I received a communication from the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under
date of April 25, l8i7, inclosing a copy of an executive order, dated April 16, J8i7, withdrawing a large tract of land in Duck Valley, being partly in Nevada and partly in Idaho,
from the public domain, from which to select a suitable reservation for the Western Shoshones. Upon the receipt of these instructions, I sent for Indians representing different
bands throughout the country, to go to Duck Valley with me for the purpose of examining
the proposed reservatiOn. Early in June I was informed that a large number of Indians
were cougregating in Duck Valley. Some of the white people became alarmed at the presence of so many Indians, and sent me word to that effect. I at once proceeded to that
locality, and was pleased to find 368 Indians camped on the proposed new reservation.
These Indians represented different bands throughout nearly every part of Eastern Nevada,
and. had gone there in obedience to my instructions. They were highly pleased with the
couutry and their future prospects. As soon as I receive means I will go to Duck Valley
and prepare for farming early in the spring. .
It will take several years to congregate all theW estern Shoshones on the reservation. A
few of the old Indians throughout the eastern part of the State stronglj oppose moving,
stating that if they leave the lwrne of their ancestors their spirits will be lost. These foolish
ideas will, however, be overcome in time, but these Indians must for a while be handled
carefully. Some of these old men and prophets have a great deal of influence over the
I11dians, and will oppose the move for a while. I think it would be best that the Indians
who are farming in different parts of the State, and wish to remain on their ranches for
anothr.r year, be allowed to do so. Some who have farms are anxious to leave them and go
to the reservation where they can be assisted, and others prefer to remain where they are
for the present. More Indi~tns can be gathered in Duck Valley than can be cared for with
the means now at the disposal of the Department for that purpose. The number can be
greatly increased at any time.
In July last an excitement prevailed in the vicinity of Duck Valley, caused by a report
being circulated that the Shoshones were about to join the Nez Perce Indians in Idaho, who
were then at war with the white people. One white settler with his family left Dul'k Valley,
and for a while considerable excitement prevailed. Arms and ammunition were sent for by
the white people to protect them against tbe Indians. I went to Duck Valley immediately
to prevent trouble from occurring, if possible. On my arrival at the place of the reported
trouble, I found that the reports were untrue and without foundation; that it would be
nearly impossible to induce or even force the Shoshones to take up arms against their white
neighbors. From what I saw of the conuition of affairs, I believe that some of the white
men were more anxious for an Indian war than the Indians themselves. I submitted to the
Department the full particulars of this affair in my report for July last.
The Western Shoshones are peaceable and generally inclined to be industnous. I ,believe
that in a short time, with proper treatment, they can be made an indw;trious and self-supporting people. Many of them are anxious to have a schof)], in order that the young Indians
may learn to read and write. Several of them speak English fluently.
I am, very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
LEVI A. GHEEN,
Farmer in charge of the Western Shoshone Indians.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

AB£QUIU INDIAN AGE~CY,
Tierra Amarilll£, New Mexico, August 15, 1877.
SrR: I have the honor to submit my ann11al report upon the condition of this ageney.
The situation of this agency and the Indians connected with it is such that there is but
little of interest to report. The a<7'ency is locR.ted on a Mexican land-o-rant, about fifty mfles
east of the Ute reservation, and is bturounded by quite a large settlement of Mexicans.
The Indians belong-ing to the agency have no fixed place of abode.
The number of Ute Indians belonging to the agency is estimated at 900. The Capote
Utes are, during most of the yeftr, within five to twl'lnty miles of the 1:w0 ency; but a large
majority of the Utes (the Weeminuc!tes) are most of the time from fifty to onEI hundred and

550

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTeRIOR.

fifty miles distant on their reservation. Owing to their great distance from the agency, and
the irregularity with which many of tqem visit the agency, it has been impossiule to make
an enumeration of the Utes.
The Apaches, numbering by an actual enumeration 326, wauder "whithersoever they
will'' for an equal distance east and southeast from the agency.
There has been but little trouble between the Indians belonging to this agency and the
Mexicans or white settlers during the past year.
The day before the Indians were to receive their annuity-goods last November, they came
in quite large numbers, both Utes and Apaches, and encamped near, but in different directions from, the agency. About dark quite a number of each tribe, who had been drinking,
.got into a fight, which, although it lasted but a moment, resulted in the death of one Ute
and seriously wounding several of each party. The excitement became intense, and it
required several hours of persistent effort to quiet and get them to their respective camps.
The next morning, before permitting them to eome into the agency-yard to re<.:eive their
goods, I demanded of each party their arms, of every kind, and pledges that they would
meet, shake hands, and be friends. This they consented to, and did. In the evening I
returned them their arms, and the.v left without further trouble. As a precautionary measure, however, I have since given them their regular issue of supplies on different days, letting one day intervene.
The last Congress having made an appropriation for a new agency "upon the southern
part of the Ute reservation," (where the Utes of this agency properly belong,) a location
for the buildings has been selected by th0se appointed for that purpose. This location is
on the Los Pinos River, while the Indians wanted it on the Navajo River, and they are very
much dissatisfied. The Navajo is, however, some twenty miles east of the eastern line of
their reservation. Less than five years ago the agency for these Indians was located fifty
miles east of here, the present location is eighty-five miles west, and their dissati~faction
arises from a conviction that they are gradually being forced west and surrendering lands
that heretofore llelonged to them. They will soon become reconciled when convinced that
their objections do not avail them. I sincerely trust that, when this now agency is fairly
e!;tablished, more may be undertaken and accomplished for the moral and spiritual welfare
of these people than heretofore.
Of the Apache Indians belonging to this agency I hardly know what to say. So far as I
can see, there is but little hope for them; I can simply repeat what I have already said in
two annual reports: "The Jicarill~t Apache Indian bas no home; as a people they have no
country that they can call their own. No incentive to improvement has ever been placed
before them." " I have ball frequent <'onversations with tlteir leading men on the !1ubject,
and they have always cxpres ed a strong desire to be placed when~ they could have some
hope of permanency. They al-o express themselves as anxious to learn to farm and have
their children I arn to read and write." They will not, however, consent to go to the Fort
Stanton reservation, as proposed to them. They say that thr.y know the <.lOtmtry well; that
it is in every respect a poor country and unfit for farming purposes. Whether this is true
or not I do not know. I again express the hope that some permanent disposition will soon
be made of them.
Early in the . pring tho small-pox broke out in Santa Fe and some other places in this
Territory. The Apaches h!'aring of it almo t immediately left the vicinity of the agency,
(telling me that they were going to do so,) and for 11ear three months there has not been one
of them here. I am told that they have gone to the plains on a buffalo-hunt. Recently this
scourge-the small-pox-has made its appearance in the imm<'diate vicinity of the agency,
and the Utes ab ·ent themselves tt.l most entirely. In compliance with my request to tbe De·
partment, I have recently received vaccine virus, aud will do all I 0an to prevent the disease from spreading.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. A. RU SELL,
United Stales Indian Llgent.
The COMMI lONER OF INDIAN AFFAIR •

OFFif:F. MR.

AJ.ERO APA HE Ao~NCY,

outh Fork, Lincoln County, Neto Mcxicu, eptember l, I 77.
• lR: I have the honor to submit thi my. econd annual report of the affc~.ir at thi. ag<'ncy,
and would tate that the dellly in forwarding th . arne wa occa. ioned by a raid mad by a
party of hor e-thi v on the animal: of the Indian , in which thev ucc edl'd in carryiug
off tw of tb
overnm nt mule . . In con equence of the di order"occa. ioned by thi ·robbery and tb pnr uit of the thiev , my report will not be as complete as would otherwi e
ha.v been theca e.
AGE.· Y A,"D RE .. ERV TION.

I annot bu r iU:rate what I have tat d, both in my Ia t report and in several letter to
the •partment that the pr • nt re ervation, with the incumbrance of settler woo e right
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bas never been purchased, and whose presence thereon is undesirable in the extreme, is a
somce of annoyance and trouble to the agent, and must tend to retard the progress of the
Indians toward a state of civilization.
In this connection I would state that I am unable to make tbe Indians understand that
the farms 0f the settlers within the boundary-lines of the reserve do not belong to the tribe,
but are the property of the parties who have settled thereon. They firmly believe that the
land is theirs, and all persons occupying it are subject to my control. They do not object to
the settlers, but claim the right of way through the farms. As fences are the exception in
this country, not the rule, there is nothing to prevent them passing through the fields, w hicb
bas several times led to complaints I am powerless to remedy. Two farms on the reservation are fenced, but very poorly, and that only along the side fronting the road, leaving the
side facing the bills Dpen. Now, as the Indians generally camp on the bill-side, their horses
have strayed into the fields, doing some damage; but, on the other hand, the animals of
settlers and passengers along the road have done the same to the Indian farms, and even
more; they have in many cases uroken down the fence to get into the fi&lds. I have in one
instance received a complaint from a farmer stating that the Indian horses bad entered his
fields and done some damage, and w bile riding to the spot in order to investigate the matter I found his stock feasting ou the Indian's garden.
Another disadvantage is that, although I have the power to order obnoxious persons off
the reservation, they can go to one of these ranches right under my nose and laugh at me
with impunity. They can there carry on their trade with the Indians, aud althoug·h in the
center of the reservation are as completely beyond my control as if they were in New York
or Washington. I can trace all the trouble I have bad with these Indians during the last
year to this cause. They have by these means been furnished whish:y, which is the greatest
evil an agent has to contend against, for although he can handle them with ease when sober,
when intoxicatfd they arA hard to control.
It i.s ab solutely necesBaTy that .prompt measures be taken either to remove the settle1·s or tlte
agency, as tt continuance of the present state of a.ffairs is det1·irnental tn the service. 'fhe most
economical so lution of this difficulty, and one that would give satisfaction to all parties, is to
remove the agency to some spot on the reservation where the Indians could find sufficient
land to farm, and not be under the necessity of passing through the ranches of other settlers. As there are absolutely no buildings at this agency, there would be uo loss to abandon it, and as the site I have selected possesses many advantages not enjoyed by the present location, the change would be beneficial in the extreme. The spot I selected is called
Elk Springs, and is sit.nated about fifteen miles east of the present agency. It is about
forty miles from Fort Stanton, and remote from any main road, consequently the agent
would not have the many disadvantages to combat that he has at prE-sent. On the subj ect
of the road passing through the reservation I would refer you to my last report, and woulJ.
only state that the nuisance is unabated. With a main thoroughfare passing through the reservation and the Indians camped on both sides thereof, it isirnpossible to prevent liquor being
introduced and sold to them. I have tasked myself and employes to the utmost to prevent or
detect some of the parties engaged in this traffic, but in vain. I canuot but repeat that it is
detrimental to both the Indians and the citizens to have the agency situated on the main
road. Agency buildings must sooner or later be established if it is intended to maintain
the present reservation, and it is of the utmos t importance that an advantageous site should
be selected so that the money will be expended to .tbe greatest advantage. The site I have
in view possesses the main requisites for a suitable agency. Its location is more central than
the present one, and by it.s peculiar position and surround ings will give me greater control
over the tribe by unabling me to watch their movements more closely.
As regard s buildings at the prE>sent agency but little can be said, for we have none. The
~uildings on the ranehes, purchased by my predecessor, were the ordinary log- cabins of
frontier settlers. and these are gradually decaying, so that in the course of another year
they will be unfit even for the storage of supplies. My employes have no quarters, my supplies and stores are scattered over an area of about two miles, and are barAly protected
from the inclemency of the weather, and my mules are, as has beell shown, uot safe from
th e attacks of robber . I have done my best with the limited means at my command torepair th ese buildings, but my force of employes being so small they are constantly oceupied
with their other duties, and were unable to devote much time to this work. A considerable
quantity of ·orn has spoiled on acconnt of the rain, and had it not been for the unremitting
exertions of myself and employes much more would have been h1At. We are subject here to
very seve re rain-storm s during what is known as the rainy season, and it is of the utmost
importance that the buildings, especially the store-rooms, should be weather-proof.
PROGRESS.

In reviewing the events of the past year I find great cause for congratulation. The Indi~tns on tbe reservation have remH.ined at home peaceably and show no disposition to stray
off. On the contrary, they have, of their own free will, volunteered and, when their assistance was accepted, aided me in returning to the reservation two of the largest bands in the
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tribe, viz, Nautzili and Pinoli, as previously advised in my communications to the Department under date of August 10, October 6, and November 10, 1876.
I note with plt>asure that the complaints of depredations said to be committed by these
Indians have almost entirely ceaserl, and I hope to be able to chronicle a year without any
complaint.s at all. Of those made during the year bnt two proved to be well founded, and
in each case I have been able to restore the stock stolen. Many cases reported to have been
Indians have, on investigation, proven to be white savaf!eS. There are several letters on file
in this office from the largest stock-owners in the Territory stating that these Indians have
never been as peaceable as they are at present. This mduces me to repeat what I have often
said, that the Indians. if properly fed and clothed, will not leave the reservation unless
driven off. The advantages of remainintr at peace are so great that it is natural they should
hesitate to exchange a life of luxurious indolence for the hardships of a life on the plaius,
chased alike by the civil and military authorities.
I have always found that the most successful mode of treating Indians is to gain their
confidence and never abuse it. This I have end&avor ed to do with these Apaches, 11nd have
so far been very successful. I have made it a rule never to promise anything I was unable
to fulfill, but, on the contrary, to promise less than I expected to do, and by these means I
have been able to impress them with some idea of the sanctity of a promise. It has been my
experience during an intercourse with different Indian tribes covering a period of over thirty
years, that a kind but firm and straightforward policy will accomplish more than any other
measures. I find these Apaches no exception to this rule.
I do not consider it possjble to change the nature of the adults, whost> habits and customs
have long since been formed and are now almost a s~cond nature, but it is on the younger
members that I base my expectations to see this tribe classed among the civilized Indians of
the future.
There are two branches of industry open to these Indains, only one of which has, however,
been tried. These are agriculture and stock-raising. The former bas receiv ed a fair trial
with tolerable success, but in my opinion, and from their oft-expressed wishes, the latter
would be much more to their choice. It has been tried with the Navajoes, .who now own
large herds of sheep, and H.re in a prosperous condition, and I see no reason why the same
could not be done with these Indians. Their prese nt reservation inc] udes some of the finedt
pasture-lands in this Territory, nnd it is with difficulty that we can keep the herds of sheep
and cattle which surround the reservation on all sides from "'ncroaching. The expenditure of u.bout $20,000 for the purchase of cattle would soon render the who!d tribe independent of the Government for the necessaries of life, and would have a great influence on
their ultimate civilization.
AGRICULTURE.

During the spring of this year the small-pox broke out among the tribe. rendering it
necessary to separate the different camps and quarantine those affitcted. It was thus impossible to do any work until very late in the season. As soon, however, as work couiJ be
resumed the land was prepared and planted with potatoes , oats, and vegetables of all descriptions. Of the latter there will be a very large crop, and the InJians seem to relish very
much this addition to their usual food . When work was commenced, I founJ it too late to
plant corn with any chance of its ripeniog, so I decided on sowing oats instead, and if the
weather continues favorable I expect they will have a very good crop, although it is ruther !at~.
Whilst the small-pox was raging, I placed Nantzlli and his band, which is the largest m
the tribe, at Twin prings, in the acramento Mountains, and he, without any a· istance
from the 11gency farmer, has planted and cultivated a garden which would do credit to any
one. I visited it several times after it was planted, and on each visit wtts agreeably surprised by it neat appearance and the ingenuity displayed in utilizing the water of the
spring for irriO'ation. It is my intention this fall to do considers. hie work on the ditche ·,so
that we can put in a much larger crop next seR.son. It was my intention this year to
have planted a very large area of ground, but on account of the unfortunate circumst11.nce
of the tribe being afflicted with such a terrible disease it was almost impossible to do any
kind of work.
EUUCATION.

Th.e great civiliz ~ r, undoubtedly, is the school; and however much we may exert ourselva , without a chool our labor would be fruitles , or, at lea. t, but a. temporary ucce. s.
By mean of the chool we are enabled to train the children a ' hristians, and to in ·ti ll some
id a of right and wrong. These en.rly le sons cau never be crauicat d, and will always
leave some good re ult, how ver light. It ba , J am sorry to say, been too much tLe cu tom to couqu r the trib and make no provi ion for the coming generation. It i here,
lJOwever, that th mo. t good can be don ' and by proper and judiciou treatment and uucation the 11 xt generation can be mad whatever we de. ire to make them. The re pon ibility i a gr ut on , and we owe it to the Indians and the settlers to make good use of the
p w •r tlJU giv •n u .
·~, ~I wa, ·om.m •nc
at thi agency on January 1, and ha been continued without inl rw1 . 1on. rha httle one eem to be much intere ied in their les ons and ·how con ·iuerable
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progress, but for want of accommodation, there being no school-house, the attendance is
not so large as it should be. School is held iu a small and badly ventilated room, which
I have endeavored with the limited means at my command to rendPr fit for the service it has
to perform. I would most earnestly request that I be granted sufficient funds to build a
neat and attractive school-house, as I consider this the greatest inducement I can give the
pupils, to show them a spacious, well-ventilated, and decorated room devoted entirely to
them and set apart for their exclusive benefit.
SANITARY,

During the last year the health of this tribe as reported has been good, with the exception
of the months of February, March, and A!Jril, when we were visited by an attack of smallpox, carrying off a considerable number of Indians, among whom were some of my most
promising young men. At the time everything possible was done to prevent the contagion,
and with great success, many of the bands escaping eniirel.y. The small-pox here in the
mountains is not so virulent as in eastern cities, and eonsidering the number attacked the
deaths have been very few. The destruction of their blankets and clothing during the epidemic will cause great destitution among them when the cold weather sets in. As far as
other diseases are concerned, their condition during the last year will compare very favorably with any previous year of which we have statistics. They seem to have more faith in
the doctor's remedies than previously, and as be has been very successful iu his treatment
of some very dangerous cases, their confidence is increasing.
RAIDS,

On the night of July 20, some Texans made a raid on the Indian camps and carried off
1:3 head of horses, and on the evening of August 11 they raided the agency, capturing 2L
animals, including two of the agency mules. These raids were reported by me in detail at
the time of their occurrence, but I believe a few additional remarks here would not be ont
of place. A party of Texans, under the pretext of searching for horses stolen from them by
the Indians, were shown by my direction through the Indian camps, but they were, as they
say, unable to finil any of their horses. The next night they sunounded the weakest camp,
fired on the Indians, (fortunately without effect,) and drove off all the horses they could collect, (thirteen,) the others having scattered during the firing. This raid was allowed to go
unpunished; and on the evening of August 11, it being yet daylight, some of these men
made a descent on the agency herd under our very .noses. Having no arms to furnish my
employes, it was impossible to pursue the thieves until assistance had been obtained, so I
dispatchP.d my clerk to Fort Stanton that night with a requisition on Colonel Purington, the
post commander, for troops to pursue the robbers. The next morning, a detachment of fifteen men under command of Lieutenant Davenport started from the post. The pursuit by
the military was, unsuccAssful, in spite of their promptitude, on account of the severe rainstorms having oblitemtecl the trail. I believe that, had I had arms to furnish my employes
they would have been able to follow the trail until overtaken by the military, and would
then have been strong enough to capture the raiders.
Of the state of affairs in this country I can say but little. The civil authvrities are almost
powerless to protect life and property. Within the last three weeks two men have been
killed openly resisting the sheriff's authority. In both instances they fired several shots at the
sheriff before being killed. My own life and that of my clerk have repeatedly been threatened on account of the active steps taken to stop t.his stealing from the Indians, but I shall
not allow this to interfere with the exec•ttion of my dnties. All I ask is to be furnished with
me1.1.us of defend ing myself again t these desperadoes. In consequence of these threats, I
have almost decided on removing my family, who have been with me since last December,
and who have by their presence done much toward assisting me in my labors. My d'lughter is engaged iu teaching school, and my wife has during her leisure moments cut out and
made garments for the Indians, besides teaching them how to do such work alone . The
moral effect of their presence is making itself gradually felt, and I shall retain them here as
long as I can do so with safety ; but in justice to them and to myself, I cannot keep them
here at the peril of their lives. If this ~tgency is furnished with sufficient arms and ammunitiun I doubt very much whether there will be any more raids on the Indians.
MISCELLANEOUS.

:My relati•ms with the military authorities <luring the past year have been of the mos
fri .mdly and cordial nature. Although the distance from Fort Stanton is considerable, being
3 miles over a mountain road, I have often dnring t.he year received visits from the several
officers stationed there, arid have returned the same. I cannot speak too highly of tha promptitude with which Colonel Purington, the post command~r, responded to my request for troops
on the night of August 11, which was the first time I had occasion to call on him during the
year.
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The supplies delivered at this agency during the past year have given universal satisfac
tion. There were not sufficient blankets to provide for the wants of the Indians, aud tbe
tobacco sent also ran short before the end of the fiscal year, but the be'3f and flour contracts
being increased 25 per rent., left a surplus. I would suggest that, if practicable, the tobacco
shipped to the agency be cut in small plugs of one or two ounces each. as being more convenient for issue. Of the quality of all supplies, I cannot but speak in the highest terms.
RECOMMENDATiONS.

I would respectfully recommend, as the only means to stop illegal traffic with the Indians,
that a stauding reward be offered fo¥ information that will lead to the detection allll conviction
of the offenders . That all articles issued to Indians should be marked with a different mark
or brand for each agency, and that it should be made a penal offense to be found with articles
bearing the mark of any agency. By offering a reward for the conviction of offenders,
there would be a great inducement for informer~, and as the reward is , ontingent on the
conviction or the offenders, no money would be expended unless some benefit was deriveu
from the information given. By making it a penal offense to he found with property bearing th e brand of the D epartment, this illegal traffic would soon be rendered too dangerous to
be pursUE•d with impunity.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. C. GODFROY,
United States lndiun Agent.
The COMMISSIONER UF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

NAVAJO INDIAN AGENCY,

Fort Drifiunce, JJriz., September I, 1877.
Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report upon the condition of affairs at. this
agency during the past year, and in order to make it intelligent, will first look at tbe Navnios a a tribe, their mode of living, customs, and habits.
The number of the tribe cannot be given with any certainty. and i~ estimated at from
12,000 to 15,000. There were present. at the distribution of annuity goods, 9,114; counted
by R~v . Sheldon Jacks on, of Denver, Cf'lo., and l<'irst Lieut. Thom fH Blair, who was dotailo<l to witness the distribution, and I know it to be correct. Many were accounted for,
and no doubt correctly, as b ei ng required to take c1ue of th e property left at home.
The Navajos are a pastoral people, aud depend almost entirely upon their flock of sh~ep
and goats for their subsistence. The character uf the country in which they live prevents
them from being anything else. The n eare t approach to a permanent house is what is known
as the hogan. A frame is first bnilt of pinon-poles, which is cov9rod with sod and earth;
an opening is left iu the sid e for a door, and immediately over the door is an opening to allow the smoke toe cape; when the whole is finished it very much resembles a charcoal-pit,
and serves for a house while living and a grave when dead. Those built for winter are much
more ~Substantial than the snmmer hogan, whicl. is little more than a brush shelter.
Owing to the scarcity of w11.trr and grass it sometiu1e'! becom es necessary to move abont
from plaee to place ; their families have no permanent aboue, and build a shelter every
night whor ver they may happen to be. At all times the hardest part of the herding falls
upon the<"hildren.
Com and wheat are planted upon every availahle piece of land upon the whole re ervation,
and for many milt>s around it upon eve ry side. but on the north, which adjoin . the Ttr Inclian re. ervation, and peadH·s and melons are raised in considerable quantities in the Canon
de Chelley.
Wool is the principal article for sale and exchange, 200,000 pouncls being sold by thf'm
thi year. Tt>xt in order come the Navfljo blank ets ; large qnantities find their way to
• outh rn tah in exchange for hor. es. The blankets are made by hand, and are clo. e, r11.ther
hard, and for camping out and adtlle~ have no superior , and are to be found in u. e all owr
the. outhwe t. Text in order come sheep and goat skin., of which large quantitie,; are nnnnally old . The beep indu ·try I con ider a of the most importance to the NavaJO., aud
. hould b neourag d by all mean'!, and the po se . ion of hor:es di couraged; and jf I were
t mak any rccommen Jation at all upon the snbjer.t, it would be to allow no hor ·e. to be
b ld by any Indian. In their hand.' they are a power for mi chief, and no good ever com!'
of tlJPir po .. e ·:ion of them. The bor ·e are u ed for riding, not work. At first it mi ht
. em arbitrary but it would au e the Indian to remain where they were placed, a.ud be
unnf'r b tt •r ·ontrol.
'lh farm aL th ao-ency i looking well: corn, oat. , and bfJ.rley all in good condition.
H w ,. ·r, c ru will hardly rip n on account of th e shor tne s of the eason-. now n late a
:3 th of Jay. 'avajo l1~bor r ('1\t the roMting·ears as soon as ready for u ·e : if th y ar
uo aJiow ·d l make u · of the v g table· they steal them. Throe principal field have been
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fenced in this season with adobes upon a stone foundation, making a fence or wall 7 feet in
height and 18 inches in thickness, the whole labor performed by Indians.
Have the building going on, and will continue it until obliged to end it on account of the
weather. It is a good school for Indians; by it they learn to build houses after a more approved manner than the hog~n, and will here say that all the houses in New Mexico, witll
,
very few exceptions, a· e of adobe.
Educational matters are abont in the same condition as last year; if any change, hardly
as good a report can be made, and no prospect for any improvement in the future unless an
entire change is made. I would recommend that school-houses be built at different localities,
and school-teachers, with their families, take up thPir permanent residence with the Indians.
I would name the Chusca Vallry, the Canon de Cbelley and the Chin-a-lu Valley as the
best points at present. A steam saw-mill having been procured for the use of the agency,
the great item of expense will be removed, that is, the cost of lumber, and school-houses
and dwellings for the teachers can be built at a small cost.
Probably this is not the time, neither a suitable place, but it would be a good requirement
if every employe in the Indian service residing among Indians bad to be a married man, and
to have his family with him.
The only recommendation I will make additional would be to remove the agency from
Fort Defiance to some point on the San Juan River, where there is land enough, if used, to
raise all the corn, wheat, and vegetables for twice the number of Indians in the tribe. The
reasons it is not used were given in full in last year's report; but I understand that it is con
templateu to remove the military post now at Fort Garland to a point on the San Juan or
Animas River, where thP.y will have perfect control of the Jicarilla Apaches, Utes, and
Navajos, and afford the protection to the Navajos which they require. One Indian agent
having lost his life while examining the San Juan Valley is probably the reason it bas never
received t.be attention which it deserves; it is simply a question of an extension of the
reservation or protection on the northern boundary. I notice in the report for 18n the cost
is estimated at $57,500; if mauaged properl.y, and Indian labor used, payment made to them
in goods, $10,000 will cover all material and transportation. The Denver and Rio Grande
Railway completed to Fort Garland, 150 miles would be saved in hauling annuity goods to
the agency, if removed to the place proposed. The Navajo treaty expires with 1878, and it is
absolutely necessary to place these people upon an independent footing, as a matter of economy
to the Government and to save further annuities.
Buildings at the agency are very old; the sand has drifted up against many of the bnildings I and i feet higher .outside than tho floor inside, making the rooms damp and unhealthy
to live in, and will sho rtly have to be abandoned. The water-supply for the agency is obtained by rnnning a ditch up the calion Bonito one-baif mile, and carrying the water up
over sand-bars and cuts, the floods carrying the dam at the entrance 0f the calion away,
leaving a cut about :.lO feet; annually the work required to procure water is becomiug
greater.
Whisky is sold to the Navajoes in large quantities at all the settlements around the reservation. The United Ste,tes statutes should be amended so as to punish any who sell wl:isky
to Indians, either on or off the reservation.
The only unpleasantness or difficulty dnring the past year was on account of the change
in the manner of issue of supplies, commenced January 1, 1877, when all refused to give
their names. number of fami li es, &c., when I stopped the issue to all who refuRed to comply, obtained a guard of ten men from Fort Wingate, aud placed them over the Government
stores. When they saw that I was determined, all the Navajoes, with the exception of a.
few chiefs, submitted . I am having the same difficulty at the present time, enrolling for
ceusu required under act of March 3, 1877. A rorrect census has never been made; the
nearest aLtempt was made by the agent in 1874, when he succeeded in enrolling J,600 families,
when the Navajoes drove the agent, his·family, aud nearly all the employes frnm the n•servation. The opposition comes from the council or chiefs, not from the Navajoes. They are
under the lead of Mannelito, who has been a disturber ever since the Navaj es were placed
upon the pre ent reservation. The council is composed of 26 chiefs or headmen. and they
consider every pouud of supplies and all the annuities as und er their control and for their
personal benefit. J have d011e much duriug the two years past to do away With that idea,
but they are very tenacious and still hold out. I can very truly say tb at the 26 chiefs have
given me all the trouble I have bad at this agency, and they will do the same with any
other ag-ent.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. G. IRVINE,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMI lONER OF INDIAN .AFFAIRS.
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NAVAJO INTHAN AGENCY,

Fort DPfiance, Ariz., 8Fplember 4, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report upon the co~dition of the Moqui
Pueblos during the past year:
My first visit was made to the villages, which are distant _92 miles from this a~ency, during the month of Nqvember, ) H76, whPn I found them in a prosperous condition, with
plenty of provisi0ns for the coming winter, principally corn, which is their staple article of
diet ; also dried rabbits, melons, and peaches. They were poorly provided with animal
food, and I found it to be their practice to turn out simultaneously evt>ry man in the several
villages for organized hunts over large traets of country; the ouly game secured on these
hunts are rabbits, which are skillfully decapitated by a crooked stick thrown from the hand
after the fashiou of the Austra~ian boomerang. The rabbits killed are of two varieties: the
common cotton-tail and the jack rabbit, so called on account of its long ears and superior
size, often weighing 10 or 12 pounds, and is probably the bare and no rabbit. The carcasses
are skinned and dried, to be used when required, while the skins are cut into strips and
woven, with woolen warp, into blankets, after the n•auner of the Navajo blanltet, and are
both soft and warm. It is customary for the children to go completely naked until they are
six or seven years of age, except in exceedingly cold weather, when they sometimes wrap a
blanket round them. They, however, make a practice of washing the children wintermornings in cold water or snow, and then letting them bunt the sunny side of a rock or
wall to thaw out.
Their houses are warm, most of the rooms being entered from the top, and no provision
being made for ventilation. They are buiit of stone, sometimes three or four stories high,
and located on the bleak, bare summits of high sandstone mesas. The greatest drawback
to their location is the scarcity of wood and water, the former being brought about J 5 miles
and the latter 2 miles.
The country occupied by the Moquis is barren and unfit for agricultural purposf'S, barely
fit tor grazing. Still, the Moquis manage to gain a subsistence. They plant their corn deep
in the sand, and it matures on an average three years out of five; they always retain in their
granaries one year's provision ahead of tho growing crop, so never suffer unless two crops
in succession fail. They are much attached to their homes and dislike the idea ot removal.
They, however, are not ignorant of the advantages of other locations, several of their number last year going as far as San Bernardino and Santa Barbara, California.
During May, 11:)77, an iss ue of goods for clothing was made to six villages and one family
of the rribies.
The only recommendations that I would make would be to furnish them with a schoolteacher, which they are anxious to have with tLem. Let him have ole charge of them, and
l1ave the distribution of any articles of clothing which may be provided, that he may give
the sam£< in the form of rewards to the children. It will en~ourage the children in effurts for
advancement, and the teacher will be better able to control them. The Moquis will in that
way re~eive the greatest benefit from the clothing, and the fact must not be lost sight of that
Indians must receive some sort of an inducement to attend school, as they do not appreciate
the necessity of an euucation.
I do not consider it advisable to issue clothing in large quanti ties, but only sufficient to
supply their bare nece. sities. It is best to let them rely upon their own resources and indu try for snpport, and only extend help when they fail.
Th ir numbers are as follow :
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three villagt>. are upon tb fir tor a. tern mPsa; the next three are upon auotht-r
di tant; th
rribie. are ~:1 miles beyond the Ia t mentiont>d; tb y declined
to ,t'n·ol them.; lvf' . con .efplently I an give no information couc: rning their number..
T~t· dormo~ .ar se.ttltng a~oug th em, a.nJ I found oue of their children, a bt>y, and rather
a lmoht one, .hvtn~ With the. ue-chum-a-vA.y.' J arning the Moq ui lan)!Uage.
.
In (·,onclu. 10n, .1 would r •com nt<'nd that a re erv11.tion be snrveyed a•1d t't ap rt for tbCJr
u. •. I hey ur habl' to b:W ; !tiers upon their lands at any tim and they would then,
'
iude d. b ~m a burd n upon th Governm nt.
7
• ry rc jle ·tfully, your ob •dient
erva.nt,
ALEX. . IRVI'H~,
Uniled 'talell Indian Agent.
\J.\11
The
J •' R .f L'DI ,'AFFAIR •
t
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OFFICE OF PUEBLO INDIAN AGENCY,

Santa Fe, N. ]}!ex., August 20, 1877~
SIR: I have the honor to submit hereby my fifth annual report as United States Indian
agent.
The Pueblo Indians are supposed to be the remnant of the once powerful Aztec race. They
number at present about 10,000; 8,400 of these, living in nineteen villages, constitute the
"Pueblo agency" of New Mexico, and 1,600 the "Moqui Pueblo agency" of Arizona.
The present name of these Indians is derived from the fact that they live in villages-pueblo
being the Spanish for village or town. It is impossible to ascertain definitely, by comparing the population of one year with that of the next, whether the Pueblos are increasing or
diminishing, because it is impossible to ascertain the numbers exactly; but, judging from
the fact that one of the pueblos lately gave up its separate existence, and several more are
evidently much smaller than they were a number of years ago, we are forced to the conclusion that they are slowly decreasing. They are a law-abiding, peace-loving, industrious,
reliable people, possessing much of the best land in the Territory; and why th ey should
gradually disappear like the nomadic and war-like tribes, is a question not easily solved
except by the hypothesis that th(>ir time has come.
The Pueblos sustain themselves, with very little material aid from the Government, by
farmin g, fruit-raising, stock-raising. wool-growing, making p~ttery, (for which they are
somewhat famous,) and hunting. All their work, farming, weaving, pottery-making, &c.,
is done with the rudest implements; but in this respect they are nearly as well off as the
general population of the Territory, which is called civilized.
The duties of the United States agent for tho Pueblos consist of establishing and supervising schools, protecting the Inuians as against citizens, procuring the survey of their
lands, and perfecting then· land-titles, &c. In the year under report there have been six
Government schools in operation; but only fiv e at any one time, except during one month,
with six teachers, and an attendance of about 155 pupils. The advancement made at most of
the schools bas been fair; but the success attending the efforts to educate the Indians in
day-schools has not been as complete as could be desired on account of the irregularity in
attendance, and also on accoun t of the children generally being taken out of school to work
as soon as they are able to read and write, and often before.
The school at the pueblo of LaB'una, which was placed upon a permanent basis last year
by the guarantees of the board of missions of the Presbyterian Church, is now the most
flourishing. The teacher has lately added a pt·inting-press to his other appliances for helping the Indians; and is now printing lesson-cards, &c., in both the English and Indian languages. The average attendance at this school has been nearly 50, and nearly the whole
popnlation attend Sabbath service, more than filling the house. Arrangements have now
been completed for another school, to be established upon the same basis, at the pueblo of
Zuni, with Rev. Henry K. Palmer, M.D., and his wife as teaclers. They are to start sometime this month from Colorado for their new home, where they will doubtless be well received
by the Indians.
The lands of four of the pueblos have been su rveyed during the year, and additional land
has been set apart by Executive order as a reservation for the Indians of the pueblo of Zuiii.
Suit was brought and gained by the pueblo of Jemes, in the last term of court at Santa Fe. for
the ejectment of settlers from their land. This success of the Indians, together with the fact
that the United States district attorney is authorized to appear for the Pueblos in all similar
suits, bas had a good effect.
According to the survey of the lands of the pueblo of Acoma, which was first made last
September, the site of old Fort Wingate belonged to the Indians. This survey was contested before the surveyor-general of New Mexico, by settlers desirous of owning that valWible tract; and by promi sing the Indians that they would procure for them a certain tract
which was ascertained to be on the Laguna Indians' side of the line, and which the Acomas
desired very much to retain, they procured testimony which set aside the survey. A second
survey has been made which, it is threatened, is to be the cause of further litigation by reason of the promise of the olJ Fort Wingate settlers that the Acoma& should have part of the
Laguna lands for their service in swearing away their own. On account of the same promise, I am led to believe, th e Acomas first undertook to hold possession of the desired land
by force, and but for the timely interposition of the agent an ugiy fight between the Acomas
and Lagnnas would have ensued. With the help of a detachment of cavalry from Fort
Wingate I placed the L agunas in possession of the land without trouble, and then started
to Santa Fe with the Acoma officers as prisoners. After the first day's march they concluded
that they had been mi guided by their friends ('I) and expressed a desire to respect the surYey in t!Je future. After taking their written agreement tn that effect I released them, and
there has been no actual trouble since, but much threatened.
The Indians of all the pueblos seem to be in 11. prosperous condition except those of Taos,
San Juan, anta Clara, and an lldefonso, whose growing crops of wheat and corn were
largely destroyed by grasshoppers early in the season. It is feared that some of these, if
not all, will require assistance before another crop can be raised.
By direction of the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I took charge of the Cimaron agency, New Mexico, on the 1st of October, 1 76. The Indians of that agency num-
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ber 749; of this. number 307 are Muache Utes, and 442 are Jicarilla Apaches. They are
all vagabonds, and there is no hope of improving their condition as long as they remain at.
their present location, and they will not go e!sew here until they are compelled to by a large
military force. They do nothing for their own su']Jport except a little hunting. The Government gives them a little clothing and other presents and issues them weekly rations
of beef and flour. They have no reservation where they are, and the agency is located in
a small county-town where the Indians can usnally procure all the whisky they can pay for.
The agency bas been a success during the year, in tbat it has kept the Indians quiet, and so
proter.ted the settlers in person and property at the least possible cost.
In May last, by direction of the honorable Commissioner, I assisted Agent P. H. Weaver
in selecting a location for the '' Southern Ute agency,'' Colorado, about to be established.
lf that agency proves to be a success, it will be the proper place for the Utes of Cimarron,
as the Mescalero Apache agency, New Mexico, is the proper place for the ·Cimarron
Apaches.
It is hoped that in time there may arise a favorable opportunity for so disposing of theCimarron agency.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. M. THOMAS,
United Sltates Indian Agent, Pueblo and Cimarron Agencies.
The CoMMIS~IONER OF INDIAN .AFFAIRS.

SOUTHERN APACHE INDIAN AGENCY,
Ojo Caliente, N. M ex. , August 10, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with instt:uctions of July 10, 1877, I have the honor to submit the
following report:
In entering upon the di scharge of my duties October 16, 1876, as agent of the Soutltem
Apache Indians, I found them idle and dissolute in their habits, strongly opposed to any
be.oeficiallabor, and impatient of restraint in any form ; addicted, also, to the use of intoxicating liquors, "tiswin," which they manufacture from corn, and whisky obtained from
traders, which is the cause of frequent bloody encounters among themselves. To cut off
this supply as far as practicable, the issue of corn was discontinued, and the issue of beef
on the block substituted for the issue of cattle on the hoof, which the Indians have frequently
driven away and sold for corn or whisky, preferring to suffer hunger rather than thirst . .Although the above measures were in a degree effective, yet so strong was the desire for liquors
that many still continued to trade their rations for corn or whisky, and as no Indian could
be induced to inform of whom he obtained these articles, it was, with the means at my command, impossible to entirely suppress t.he traffic.
The sanitary condition of the Indians has been good, notwithstanding consiclerable suffering aud disco,ntent was caused during the cold weather on account of the usual annual supply of blankets and clothing not having been received.
During the months of March and April, after much persuasion, quite a number oflndians
were induced to commence farming operations, taking out irrigating ditches, &c., and though
they did not show as much industry as could have been wished, still, considering their reputation and habits of idleness, the result was encouraging.
On the 30th of April and I st of May, 1~77 , 450 of these Indians wEire removed, by Agent
J.P. Clum, to the an Carlos reservation in Arizona, a full report of which was forwarded
at the time. The above number includes all the Indians who did not leave this reservation
on the arrival of Apache scouts from San Carlos and United States troops to efrect th eir
removal.
Very respectfully,
JAME DA. VIR,
United States l11dian Agent.
The CoM n lONER OF I -urAN AFFAIR·.

U<ITED

INDIAN, OF NEW YORK.
Forest'Dille, N. Y., October 9, 1 7.
JR: In makin my ightb annual r port, I have the honor to tate that there havA been
31 .chool in the ag ncy, taught the average period of eight months, during the chool-year
ndmg th :3 th day of
pt mb rIa t. The number of Indian children betw en the ages
of fiy and t.w nty-one y ar ! r iding upon eight red rvations in the ageacy, i reported at
J, 1 , of'' h1ch I ,24 are rPgt. t red as having attended school some portion of the year. The
av rage daily attendance during th eight months the schools were taught wa 23. The
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number attending school one month or more during the year was 1,106. Twenty-seven of
these schools were supported by the State of New York, at an expense of $7, 682.HG; one
boarding-school at Ailegany reserve by the Society of Friends, at Philadelphia. at cost of
about $3,000; one day-school at Onondaga reservation, by the Episcopalians ; one dn.y-school
at Cornplanter reserve, by the State of Pennsylvania, and one industrial school at Cattart~.u
gus reservation by the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, and by voluntary contributions from benevolent persons. The Indians. contributed $480 for their support. Of the 27
teachers in the Indian State schools of Now York, 9 were Indians, who, having been judiciously selected, and having previously rPceived thorough education and training for their
work, in high schools, with aid of appropriations from the United States, succeeded admirably. The day-schools under instruction of the Indian teach.ers are geneully better sustained
by the Indian parents, and have larger attendance of scholars, than the others. The largest
school in the agency, bein~ the one connected with the Thomas Orphan Asylum at Cattaraugus, with an average daily attendance of about 90 students, is instructed by competent
Indian teachers, and is in all respects a model school. I deem it quite desirable for the success of these Indian schools that an ap.propriation should be made for the training of teachers
therein, and I respectfully renew the recommendation thereror in my last annual report.
In complying with the request from your office to embrace in this report a comprehensive
history of the several tribes and reservations in the agency, I have the honor to report such
history of the six tribes and nine reservations th¥rein, so far as able from time allowed au t
facilities at hand therefor.
ALLEGANY RESERVATION.

This reservation is located on both sides of the Allegany River, in the county of Cattaraugus. It is about ·35 miles long, aud contains 42 square miles. Its width varies from 1
to 2~ miles; it was reserved l.>j the Seneca Nation of Indians, in the treaty with Robert Morris at Big Tree, now Geneseo, on Genesee River, September l5, 1797.
The Senecas of Allegany, Cornplanter, and Cattaraugus reservations, numbering 2,3H,
own the Allegany and Cattaraugus reservations, subject to what is known as the pre-emption right of the Ogden Land Company, and subject also to whatever right of occupancy the
29tl Onondagas and Cayugas residing with them may have therein. This pre-emption right
is derived from the prior discovery of the territory by civilized man, aud restricts the Senecas from selling to others than the Ogden Land Company or its assigns. The Ogden Company claims that this right embraces the fee of the land, and that the Indians have the right ·
of occupancy only so long as their tribal relation continues. The Senecas claim the absolute
ownership of these reservations in fee, subject only to the right of the Ogden Company or its
assigns to purchase whenever they shall elect to sell.
The State of Massachusetts claimed title to the lands in the western part of New York, including the two reservations named, by grant from King James I, of England, to the Plymouth Company. New York claimed the same lands by charter from Charles II to tho
Duke of York. By the convention between New York and Massachusetts held at Hartford
December 16, 178ti, this dispute was settled by Massachusetts ceding to New York all claim
to the ''government, sovereignty, and jurisdiction" of such lands, and New York, by the second urticle of the compact, in terms, "ceded, granted, released, and confirmed to Massachusetts, and the use of the commonwealth, their grantees, &c., and the heirs and assigns of such
grantees, forever, the rig-ht of the pre-emption of the soil from the native Indians, and all
other the estate, right, title, and property (the right and title of government, sovereignty,
and jurisdiction excepted) which the State of New York hath of and in or to tho described
lands."
The tenth article of the compact provided that no purchase from the native Indians should
be valid unless made in the presence of, anu approved by, a commissioner appointed by
Massachusetts, and confirm(ld by the commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Massachusetts conveyed its title and interest in such lands (about 3,600,000 acres) to
Robert Monis by four deeds dated M~:~.y ll, 1791, for the consideration of £55,000, or at
about 7 cents per acre.
The Senecas conveyed th eir title to such lands by the treaty at Big Tree September 15,
1i97, to Robert Morris for $100,000, being at less than 3 cents per acre, excepting nine small
reservations, containing in all about 336 square miles, all of which reserved lands the Senecas
have since sold, excepting the Allegany reservation of 42 square miles, Cattaraugus reservation, containing 21,t.i!::!O acres, and TonawandR reservation, containing 7,549.73 acres.
The pre-emption right of the Ogden Land Company in the last-named reservation was
extioguished by the United States paying to such c0mpany the sum of about $150 000 as
provid ed in the treaty between the United States and the Tonawanda baud of Senec~s d~ted
November 5, 1 57, and ratified June 4, 1858.
'I'h.e l~rger portion of the Allegany !~servation, immediately adjoining tl1e river, is level
and tert~le; the balance broke~ and hJ.lJy. It w~s formorly covered with heavy pine timber;
an~ unt1l recently the lumbenng busmesl3, wh1ch was ex tensively carried on there, tended
greatly to demoralize the lndians by diverting their attention from farming and bringing
them in t·onta...:t with corrupting influences. Th~ Erie Railway passes through the eastern
part of the reserve to alamanca, and the Atlantic am.l Great Western Railroad runs from
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Salamanca westerly along the river to Cold Spring, to within 12 miles of the southwest end of
the reservation. The Rochester and State Line Railroad also intersects the other roads named
at Salamanca. The most of the Indians reside on the southwest part of the reserve, which
is more isolated than the rest from railroad-towns, and are maldng fair progress in civilization. The Society of Friends at Philadelphia have for many years maintained a boarding
and manual labor school adjoining this part of the reserve, at an annual expense of about
$3,000, which bas been of great benE>fit to the Indians. The school bas an average attendance
of about 30 Indian children.
The present Indian population of this reservation is 932, being an incr"ease of 107 since
tl1e census was taken by the State of New York in 1865, and an increase of 178 since the
like census was taken in 1855. Over 2,500 white people reside upon this reservation at the
railroad-villages of Vandalia, Carrollton, Great Valley, Salamanca, West Salamanca, and
Red House, recently laid off and eRtablished by commissioners appointed for the purpose
under the act of Congress passed J<'ebrnary 19, 1875. It is a nticipated that these villages
will increase rapidly in population, especially Salamanca, which is becoming an important
railroad-center.
.
Owing to the very irregular and improvident manner in which many of the leases at Salamanca have been made by the Indians, and the disputes which have already arisen between the lessees as to boundaries, involving litigation, I respectfully and earnestly recom·
mend that the act of February 19, 1875, be. amended so as to prevent the renewal of auy
lease prior to thirty days preceding the expiration of its term; and providing that no lease
shall be made or renewed without written ~otice be given by the lessee to all persons interested, for confirmation before some court or officer having jurisdiction to hear and determine
the sufficiency of the rent proposed to be paid, and all controversies arising between different lessees or claimants to the same property, as recommended in my monthly report for
November, I H76, and letter in Januar.v following, inclosing proposed amendments to such
act, prepared by requrst from your offiee.
LCATTARAUllUS RESERVATION.

By the treaty at Big Tree, September 15, 1797, the Senecas reserved a strip of land one mile
wide extending easterly 14 miles along the south shore of Lake Erie, from the mouth of Cattaraugus Creek to the mouth of Eighteen-Mile Creek, which is about fourteen miles southwesterly from the city of Buffalo. Also one other parcel of land , one mile wide, ex tending
southeasterly from the mouth of the Cattaraugus Creek along the north bank thereof 12
miles; also another tru.ct of land about 2 miles wide, adjoining the land above named, and
extending along the south shore of Lake Erie westerly from the mouth of Cattaraugus
Creek about 12 miles to the mouth uf the Connondauweyea Creek. These reservations included the lands on which are now the thriving villages of Fredonia, Dunkirk, and Silver
Creek, and embraced about 50 square miles. The Senecas. by treaty concluded at Buffalo
Creek, June 30, 1802, exchanged the above lands with Wilhelm WiUink and others, composing the Holland L and Company, for the Cattaraugus reservation now in their possession. This is 12 miles long, and averages about 3 miles in width, and contains 21,6HO acres
of very rich and fertile land, mostly under cultivation, on both sides of the Cattaraugus
Creek, in the counties of Cattaraugus, Chautfl.uqua, and Erie. It has a thriving Indian
population of 1,617, of whom 1,424 are Senecas, 151 Cayugas, and 42 Onondagas, being au
increase of 270 since their census was taken by the State of New York in 1tl65. The above
exchange of lands was a good one for the Senecas in securing a reservation in a compact
form of better average quality of land than the other, although of about three-fourths of the
size of the original reserve. The pre-emption right was reserved in the treaty and is now
owned by the Ogden Land Company.
As I have stated in former reports, tbis pre-emption right is a source of great un~a iness to the In dians of Cattaraugus and Allegany reservations, resting as a cloud upon the
title of their lands. It s'ifie industry by withholding the best incentive to it, growing out
of the natural desire to acquire property, and the attachments of home and family. 'rhey
have heretofore resi ted every effort made by the State of New York to induce them to allot
th ir lauds in everalty, nnder the apprehension that such a.llot,ment might eventually result
in the breaking up of their tribal r l~.~otions, aud so forfeit their reservations to the Ogden Land
Company.
otwitbstanding the Indians at Cattaraugus have held their lauds in common, and have
not J?O · ~ . _d tl~e u ual incentives to industry of other people, they have made good progre ·s 1D ctvthzallon for the pa t twenty years. In that time their population bas increa ed
from 1,179 to I, 17. In education, intelligence, wealth, and the substantial comforts of
life, tb ir pr gre has been quit r ma.rkable.
The Iroquois Agricultural ' ·i ty of the Indians of the tate of New York, which i incorporal d under it · law ·, hPld it. annual fair and cattle-show upon this reservation Juring
fou~ day . of the bird week of th pa t month. More people attended it than at any pre~eJmg ftm. f the o i ty, and the :x:bibition of fruit!l, vegetables, and grain wa exce dmgly cr ~tlable_ to the Indiaus. The r ceipts of the fair were over ·J,400, which were
mo tly pa1d out 10 pr mium to the exhibitors, who entered over 1, 00 articles for exhibition.
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.A temperance convention of the Six Nations of New York was held upon this reservation
during three days of the fourth week of the past month. The movement was organized by
the leading Indians, of whom seventy were present from the other reservations in the .
agency. Four Indian brass- bands of music were in attendance, and nearly all the speakers
were Indians. Much enthusiasm prevailed. The Indians of Cattaraugus reservation turned
out en masse to attend the meetings on e11ch occasion, filling the spacious Presbyterian
church to its utmost capacity. Some of the Indians came several hundred miles to attend
this convention, besides the delegates who were present from Green Bay, Wis., and
from Canada. The Indians of the agency appear to be fairly aroused to the great importance of protecting themselves from the use of spirituous liquors, which have been so
great a destroyer of their race. They have temperance organizations upon all the reservations, and I take pleasure in reporting a marked improvement of late in the temperate
habits of these people, and in their willingness to aid in the enforcement of the criminal
laws against persons who sell them liquors.
The Senecas of the Allegany and Cattaraugus reservatiOns are incorporated by the laws.
of New York under the name of the Seneca Nation of Indians, with the right to bring actions.
in the courts of the State in all cases relating to their common property, by an attorney appointed by the governor. They have maintained for about thirty years a republican form
of government, with a president, council, treasurer, and clerk, elected annually by ballot,
also a peace-makers' court on each reservation, having jurisdiction in actions between Indians, and authority to administer upon estates of deceased persons.
The Thomas Asylum for the orphan and destitute Indian children in the agency, a history
of which was embraced in my last annual report, is on this reservation, and is included
among the State charities of New York, and is supported at an annual expense of about .
$9,500. It continues under good management, with the usual average attendance of about..
90 Indian children. It is one of the most beneficent of public charities.
CORNPLANTER RESEHVATION.

This reservation, on the Alleghany River, in Warren County, Pennsylvania, rontains 761
acres of choice land on the river· bottom. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania granted the
reservation in fee to the famous war-chief Gy-ant-wa-hia, or Cornplanter, March 16, 1796,
for his many valuable services to the white people, and especially that most important one,
in preventing the Six Nations of New York from joining the confederacy of Western Indians in 1790-'91, in the war which terminated in the victory of General Wayne in 1794. His
descendants, numbering 81 Senecas, reside on the reservation, which' was allotted to them
in 1871 by commissioners appointed for the purpose by the State of Pennsylvania, with
power to sell only to the descendants of Cornplanter and to other Seneca Indians. These
Senecas at Cornplanter are recognized by the Senecas on Allegany and Cattaraugus reser·
vations, in the State of New York, as owning equal rights with them in those reservations,
and share with them in the annuities payable under treaties with the United States. They
are a thrifty A.nd temperate people, are good f~trmers, and are increasing yearly in population. The allotment of their lands in severalty and in fee has greatly contributed to their.·
prosperity by affording new incentives to industry.
TONAWANDA RESERVATION.

This reservation, as reserved in the treaty at Big Tree, and originally surveyed in 1799,
c~ntained. 7lsquare miles, and was located in the present counties of Erie, Genesee, and
N1ag~ra, m the St~te of New York. It now contains 7,549.73 acres, the title of which is
held m trust and m fee by the comptroller of the State of New York "for .the exclusive
use, occupa:tion, and enjoyment of the Seneca~.. of ~he 'I'onawandtL band," who reside upon
the reservat10n and number about 621. In 186o th1s band numbered 602. The resorvation
~s very fertile and. well adapted to the raising of fruit, wheat, and other grain. The band
IS g?verned by ch1efs, who have appropriated from its trust-fund interest $6,100 for the estabhshment of a manual-labor school on the reservation.
The State of New York also appropriated $4,500 for the school. These funds have been
paiJ to three trustees of the institution, appointed under the laws of tbe State, who have
purchas~d _80 acres of land at an expense of_$ I ,600, and after nearly completing the necessary bUildmgs for the school, have temporanly suspended work thereon for want of funds.
There are three day-schools on the reservation, instructed by competent Indian teachers and
have been well attended the past year.
'
The enecas of this band receive larger money annuities than any of the other IndiA.ns in
the agency, and ?wn one of th~ most fertile reservations, yet their progress in civilization
has b eo les~ _rap1d tlmn ?lost of t~e other t~ibes, attrih~table, doubtless, largely to the unsettled condition of the t1tle of the1r reservatiOn, and exCitement and almost constant litio-ation respecting same during twenty-one years, between the date of the treaty of the Sen:ca
~ation with 'f~oma L. Ogclen and Joseph N. Fellows, January 15, 18JB, and the proclamatiOn on March .H, I 59, uf tret~.t.Y between the United States and the TonawanJa band datal
November 5 1 1 57.
'
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The Senecas of New York, resi(ling nn the Allegany, Cattaraugus, Cornplanter, and
Tonawanda reservations, receive $11,902.50 annuity from the United States. The Senecas
of the Tonawanda band, on Tonawanda reservation, receive in addition, trust-fund interest at 5 per cent. on $86,950 as ann1lity and premium from the United States, amounting to
$4,701.16, under treaty with the United States, dated November 5, 1857.
OIL-SPRING RESERVATION.

The Oil-Spring resorvation, of one square mile, or 640 acres, is located in the towns of
Ischua and Cuba, in tj:le counties of Cattaraugus aud Allegany, in the State of New York.
There is an oil-spring near the center of the re.;ervation, being in appearance a deep, muddy
pool of water, 20 feet in diameter, without outlet. The Indians have from time immemorial
gathered petroleum-oil, in small quantities, from the surface of the spring, which they formerly used for medicinal purposes. Several years since, the Seneca Nation of Indians leased
the oil-privileges m the reservation for a portion of the oil and a bonus of $10,000, which
was paid down; and a few wells were put down and several hundred barrels of oil obtained,
but not in paying quantities.
.
By the treaty held at Big Tree, on Genesee River, in the State of New York, between the
Seneca Nation of Indians and Ro-bert Morris, of Philadelphia, concluded September J5, J797,
the legal title of thi~ reservation, with about 3,500,000 acres of other lands in the western
part of N ew York, passed to Morris, who conveyed it to the Holland Land Company. The
Holland Laud Company conveyed it, with uther lands, to th e Farmers' Loan and Trust
Company, from which company the title passed to David E. Evans, whose heirs conveyed
the northwest quarter of the reservation, containing the oil-spring, to Chamberlain, Clark
& Gallager, by deed, dated February 9, 18f>2; the last-named persons conveyed same t'l
Philoneus Pattison, by deed, dated November 20, 1855, who went into possession under his
lease and cleared off a portion of the land, and built a house and barn thereon. The Seneca
Nation of Indians, alw ays claiming title to this resarvation, in 1856, and while the undersigned was acting as their attorney, by authority contained in chapter 150 of the L fLWS of
New Yurk, passed in 1845, commenced an action of ejectment against Pattison, to recover
that port ion of the reservation covered by his deed. This action was stoutly defenued, but
the Indians recovered a ver<lict. '!'he defendant appealed the rase to the general term of the
supreme court, and from thence to the court of appeals, both courts affirming the decision
of the circuit and the title of the Indians to the reservation. '!'he Seneca N atiou recovered
in the action mainly on the evidence of the veteran Seneca war-chief of the Six Nations,
Governor Black Snake. who e Indian name was To-wa-a-u, meaning chain-brealter, and
who was of the age of 107 years at the time of the trial , in J!:356. The name of Governor
Black Snake was given to him by President Washington, on the occasion ot hi s visi t at the
seat of Government \.Yith Corn planter. He testified that he was present at the trenty of Big
Tree, in 1797; that it was agreed upon, "all around," that the oil-spring should be reserved
one mile square ; that when the treaty was read over, it was observed anu mPntioned that
the oil -spring bad been left out of tbe treaty, and that then Thomas Morris, who was the
attorney of Robert Morris and signed the treaty for him, drew up a s mall paper, said to contain the oil-spring, and deliYered it to Pleasant Lake, a leading Seneca sachem of the Six
Nations. It did not appear that the paper was afterward seen by any one. Black Snake
also presented in e idence a map, being the first map of the Holland Land Purchase, made
about the year 11~0 1, which he testified was afterward presented to him by Joseph Ellicott,
the surveyor and general land-agent of the Holland Company, at a general council of the
Senecas at Tonawanda, N. Y., and who was also a wit.ness to the treaty; that Ellicott
made a speech to the Senecas in council when he presented the map, saying that the places
marked in red on the map belonged to the red men, and among them so marked was the
oil- pring re ·ervation. There were other acts proved, showing that the Holland Land Company and its grantees had at different times recognized the Seneca Indians a owners of the
reservation . The enecas founded th eir claim upon possession, and the presumption of a
grant by Morris to tu m after the treaty at Big Tree waA signed. Tbe other three-quarters
of the r servation was conveyed by David E. Evans or his heirs to different persons. The
• eneca have, however, since the termination of the trial, held the exclusive posse sion of
the ntire re ervation, I asing it to \\bite men for oil and farming purpose ·, and no further
eff r have been made to di po se s them.
·
I bav been thu minute in giving a hi tory of the title of this re ervation, believing your
office not to be in po:s
ion of any previous account of the same. The eneca Nation of
Inuian own thi reservation, unincumbered by any pre-emption right, and it is all the land
they o own .
1' ' AROR
.The '~u carora origi.nally re. i d on land upou the upper water of th e 'I ar and eu e
IVers, 10 'orth C.:arohna, wh re th y had in 170 fifteen towns and 1,200 warriors. Being
a wa~-lik<• lribP j alan. of th •ir righ t , tb y brav ly resi t d the e~ rts of the white p ople
a-ha-ru-ke on th
eu e,
to dnve them from th 1r land , and in th battle at their Port
ag iu t th corulJiu d forees of 'orth and outh Cn.rolina, with the Cherok ~s, Creeks, Ca-
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tawbas, Yarnases, and Ashley Indians, ~00 of their warriors were slain, and 800 taken pris·
<Oners and sold into slavery. Their power being broken by this severe lilefeat, they entered
into a treaty of peace with tbe governor of North Carolina, who granted them lands on the
Roanoke, in the present county of Bertie, to which the remnant of the tribe removed. Owing
to continued encroachments by the white settlers upon their territory, they soon after migrated
to the vicinity of Oneida Lake, and in 1722 formally united with their kinsmen, the powerful confederacy of the Iroquois, consisting of t!Je Mohawks, Senecas, OnondagaH, Oneidas,
.and Cayugas, and thus making the sixth number of the Six Nations of New York, in all
then numbering about 2,800 warriors, and whose possessions extended from V(:lrmont to the
·h eadwaters of the Ohio, and from the Saint Lawrence and the lakes to the sources of the
Delaware, and Susquehanna.
The Tuscaroras removed from Oneida, and camped in 1780 on the site of an old Indi~n
fort and mounds on elevated and fertile lands 7 miles from Suspension Bridge, overlooking
Lake Ontario, and about the same distance therefrom, in the present town of Lewiston, in
the county of Niagara. There they planted corn and made a permanent settlement. The
.Senecas aft.erwards gave them, at this place, one square mile of land, ealled the Seneca
grant. This is al'leged to have been reserved in the treaty between the Senecas and Robert
Morris in 1797, but I do not tind it mentioned in the treaty. The Holland Land Company,
,grantees of Morris, however, recognized and confirmed tpe grant, and generously donated
to them two other square miles adjoining. About the year 1t!04, the Tuscaroras sent a delegation of chiefs to North Carolina, who sold their lands in that State for about the sum of
:$16,000, and with $13,7~2, realized from this sale, purchased of the Holland Land Company
-4,329 acres, adjoining their other lands, making their present tract 6,249 acres, securing the
absolute title thereof in fee-simple. Their lands are practically allotted in manner stated in
my annual report of 1872. They number 40 l. Forty-t~ree Onondagas reside with them,
making the total Indian population 444, being an increase of 128 since 1865. 'fhe board of
.missions commenced missionary labors among them in 1800, and the first meeting-house
was erected and a school opened in 1805. As a tribe they early 1-1bandoned the Pagan customs, and adopted Christianity and the better customs of civilized life. Their chiefs erected
the first frame school-house on the reserve in 1831, and with the aid of their missionary,
-John Elliot, organized a temperance society of one hundred members.
Circumstances seem to have contributed in making the Tuscaroras more self-reliant than
the other tribes in this agency. They have received no.money annuities from any source,
only an annuity in g<;JOds, in value of about 90 cents per capita. They are a temperate, industrious, and thrifty agricultural community, and in their farms, farm products, buildings,
and agricultural implements, compare favorably with their white neighbors.
ONONDAGAS.

There are 493 Onondagas in the agency, of whom 317 reside on the Onondaga reservation, in the towns of Fayette and Onondaga, in Onondaga County ; 96 re:iide with the
Senecas on Allegany reserve, 42 with the Senecas on Cattaraugus reservation, 36 with the
Tuscaroras at Tuscarora, and 2 at Tonawanda.
Prior to 1793, the Onondaga reservation contained over 100 sqnare miles, and covered the
site of the city of Syracuse and several town~ in that locality. Ry the treaty dated March
11, 179~, they sold to the State of New York over three-fourths of their reservation for the
consideration of $638 paid dow_p, ai.td a stipulated perpetual annuity of $4l0, payable on the
1st day of June in each year. By the treaty between the Onondagas and the State of New
York, dated July 28, 1795, they sold their inteorest in the Salt Lake and lands one mile
around the same and other lands to the State for the sum of $700 paid down, and a perpetual
annuity of $700 and 100 bushels of salt, payable on the 1st day of June in each year. The
Onondagas, by treaty dated l!'ebrua.ry 25, 1817, sold to New York State 4,320 acres more of
their reserve for $1,000 paid down, and a perpetual annuity of $430 and 50 bushelt~ of salt,
On February I 1, lt!22, they sold to the same
1payable on the 1st day of June in each year.
State 800 acres more of their reservation for $1,700, paid down.
The present reservation contains about 6,100 acres, and is located about 7 miles from the city
·Of Syracuse. The land is fertile, but over three-fourths of the same is leased to and worked by
white men. The few who cultivate their own lands are gene1;ally temperate and thrifty as
·compared with those who lease their lands and live in comparative idleness.
There were 302 Onondagas and 58 Oneidas on the reservation in 1865. There are now 317
Onondagas and 66 Oneidas. Their increase in population since 1855 is 34. 'l'be Methodists
have a mission-house on this reservation and a resident missionary. The Episcopalians
also have a commodious church-building, in which religious services are held weekly, and
.a day-school maintained by them. There is another day-school on the reserve, supported by
the tate. Both schools are well attended, and are held about eight months in the year. I
think the Onondagas are jmproviug in eduation and habits of industry. Their chiefs, who
ure mostly pagans, now advise the people to send their children to school, and to work their
lands, instead of leasing the same to white men. The practice of leasing these lands bas no
doubt been a positive injury to them, and their close proximity to a large city bas exposed
them to habits of intemperance and vice. The 493 Onondagas in the agency receive $2,430
anuuity from the tate of New York, and 150 bushels of salt. They receive annuity in ~oods
from the nited States in value of about 90 cents per capita.
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There a.re 249 Oneidas in the agency. Of th ese 11 reside with the Senecas of Tonawanda
band at Tonawanda reservation, 66 reside with the Onondagas on the OnondAga reserve,
172 reside on detached farms, containing in all about 350 acres, which have been partitioned
into small parcels to heads of families. under the laws of New York, from their former reservations in the counties of Oneida and Madison-only a portion of their own lands. They
are divided into two settlements, about 6 miles apart, one called the "Winfall" party,
re~iding in the town of L enox, Madison County, and the other called the "Porchard"
party, in the town of Vernon, Oneida Coup.ty. Under regulations providt>d by chapter 185
of the laws of New York, passed April13, 1843, any Oneida Indian owning lands may sell
same to any person upon terms to be approved by a superintendent and a majority of the
chiefs. But few sales havo been made under the act,
There were 157 Oneidas residing upon such lands when the State censns was taken in
1845. At the present time there are, as stated above, 172. They are mostly Methodists, and
have a meeting-house in good repair, in which Thomas Cornelius, a worthy and highly
respected Oneida Indian, has officiated as their minister for many years. They are mostly
_good farmers and prosperous.
CAYUGAS.

The Cayugas, by treaty made February 25, 1789, sold to the State of New York, for $2, 125
paid down, and an annuity of $!'>00, all their extensive territory in such State, reserving 100
square miles on both sides of Cayuga Lake, a few acres on Seneca River, and one mile
square at Cayuga Ferry.
On July 27, 1795, they sold to New York all their reservations, except three square miles,
for $1,800 paid down, and an annuity of $ 1,800; ani! on May 1:~, J S03, they released to the
State their remaining lands for $4,800. They now own no lands in this ag-ency. A portion
of the tribe resides on the Quapaw reservation in the Indian Territory. There are 184 Cayugas residing with the Senecas in this State, of which 151 reside on Cattaraugus reservation, and 33 at Tonawanaa. The H:l4 Cayugas in this State receiv~ their share of the $2,300
annuity due the tribe from the State of New York, amounting this year to $ 1,441.67. They
also receive annuity-goods from the United States, under the treaty between the United
States and the Six Nations, concluded November 11, 1794, as do also the other five tribes in
the agency, except the Saint Regis.
SAINT REGIS.

The Saint Regis Indians are descendants of the Mohawks of New York, whose language
they speak. Under the influence of the French Catholic missionaries their ancestors migrated from the valley of the Mohawk in 1677, and settled at Caghuawaga, near Montreal,
in Canada. A colony from the latter place in 1760 migrated to Saint Hegis, on the Saint
Lawrence. They are named from Jean Francis Saint Regis, a French ecclesiastic, who died
iu 1690. They are mostly Roman Catholics. There are about 1,701 Saint Regis Indians, of
whom 751 are denominated American Indians and about 950 British Indians. The American portion of this tribe are paiJ $2,1 3Ui6 annuity, by the State of New York, for land sold,
and receive no annuity from the United States. The British portion of the tribe are paid an
annuity of about $ 1,911 . Twenty-four thousand two hundred and fifty acres of their reservation are in Canada, including the township of Dundee, and about 14,030 acres, adjoin-ing
the Canada line, are in Franklin County, State of New York. The boundary-line between
the United States and Canada divides the Indian village of 'aint Regis, which contains
about 100 houses, mostly constructed of hewn logs.
The aint Regis Indians engaged in the war of the Revolution, part with the Briti h and
part with the Americans. One of their number, Lewis Cook, held a colonel's commission
from ~eneral Washington. They were diviued again into two parties, British and American, m the ·war of 1 12. Such division still continues, the lines being kept distinct, following in hereditary descent by the father's side.
The increa e of this tribe in population on both sides of the line is quite remarkable·
The increase of the American portion of the tribe being :~25 since the census wa taken by
the tate of New York in 1 65. On the American portion of the reservation are 27!.1 Indian
chil~ren between the age of five and twenty-one years. Two !lay-schools have been taught
dunng forty weeks o_f the chool-year ending eptember 30, 1 77, maintaineu by the tate
of ew Yo!k, at wh1ch 11chool were 2 Indian children some portion of the time. The
averaged 1ly ~ttendance at ~o~b school during the year was only 14.
The. 1et_h~dl t hav a m1 10n-hou a <'n the reserve, in which regular services are held
by tb 1r mm~ t r, R ':· Thoma La Forte, an Indian of the nondaga tribe.
The Am ~can port1~n of the trib is governed by three chief: , annually elected by ballot,
and who, ' 1th tb adv1ce of th local agent appointed by the tate, have authority under
the law of ew York to 1 a e to an.v ludian, for a term not exceeding ten year any part
of their unoccupi d land in thi tate.
'
Very re. pectfully, your obedieut servant,
D. HERMAN, Awnt.
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GRAND RONDE AGENCY, OREGON, August 11, 1877.
Sm: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian Department, I submit this my sixth
annual report of the condition of affairs at this agency.
The Indiuns have been more industrious this year than ever before, and have been mom
successful in the production of the ordinary crops, such as wheat, oats, hay, &c. They
began by plowing their fields early and well, and carefully harrowing and sowing. The
tillable land of the agency is susceptible of a high state of cultivation, being rolling. It can
be plowed at almost any season of the year, and the Indians have in a measure availed themselves of this advantage, and got all their grain-crops in the ground early, and before many
of their white neighbors, who were delayed by the flat and consequent wetness of their farms;.
and, resulting from this method of farming, their crops at present are looking fine, and from
every present indication a good yield may be expected.
Most all of the young and middle-aged Indians are now living upon their small farms,
allotted to them by deeds given them by the superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon,.
some four years ag-o, and are yearly becoming more contented with their new method of
life and reconciled to the pursuit of a quiet farmer, every year indicating a marked improvement in their manner of life. They seem to be gradually but surely conquering their roving,
restless disposition, formerly so universally prevalent among them. They now seldom seek
to go off from the agency, except to make some purchases or to work for neighboring farmers, and not at all during the seeding or harvesting season. This season the Indians will'
raise more grain, and of a better quality, tLan during any previous year for the past six.
years, and I doubt if they have ever before done so well.
I regret very much that I am unable, for want of funds, to run the mills steadily, or, at
least, to employ sufficient force to run them one-half the year, as many of the Indians are
greatly in need of lumber with which to repair their houses, barns, and fences, and the effect
will be very disastrous to the service if I am, from this cause, prevented from running the·
grist-mill this fall and winter long enough to convert the Indians' wheat into flour.
I have observed during the past year a ml}rked improvement in the Indians' work-animals.
They are continually improving the grade (1f their horses, usually by making purchases from
the whites, or trading their small ponies and giving the difference in value in cash or work ;
and some few are also raising superior horses, and quit.e a number of them now have teams
worth from two to three hundred dollars.
The school-building mentioned in my last annual report as in course of construction will,
I think, be comp!eted and ready for occupancy by fall, or at least before winter, and will be
adequate to all the requirements of the agency for an industrial boarding-scliool for many
years to come; and, so far, the construction of the building has cost the Government but a
trifling sum, the weight of the expense being borne by the Catholic Church. An industrial
boarding-school, where the children can be removed from the contaminating influence of
their parents and the older and more superstitious of the Indians, is the only school in which
we can expect or hope to successfully educate the young among the Indians. At least this
has been the experience of every Indian agent, so far as my observations have extended,
and I have given this matter the closest attention.
Our schools at this agency have been conducted during the year just past with the greatest
care, regularity, and perseverance upon the part of the teachers, and the most gratifying
success bas been the result. The attendance, though not unusually large, has been remark. ably regular; the best of discipline has been maintained, and the pupils have made marked
improvements in every branch of their studies and are rapidly becoming more neat in their
habits and dress, and will compare favorably with any white school of even numbers and
equal advantages. In addition to their regular studies the pupils are instructed in vocal
and instrumental music, embroidery, crochet, &c., and their proficiency is nearly perfect ..
l!~or more particular information regarding the school I would respectfully refer you to the
"statistics" herewith submitted.
The missionary work of the agency has been under the immediate supervision of the Rev.
A. J, Croquet, who has been long and favorably known among these Indians, comingamong them some twenty years ago, since which time he has continued to reside upon the
agency, commanding the respect of every Indian agent who bas, since that time, had the
control of the agency in their hands, and having the entire confidence and respect of the
Indians. And as a result of his long-continued, ardent, and zealou11 labors among them he
has been rewarded by the conversion of the greA.ter number of them; and, in fact, almost
all who have come under the influence of his teachings have embraced religion, and at this
time a regular and well-behaved congregation fill the church on every Sabbath to listen to ·
his teachings.
The Indians formerly belonging to Alsea agency ba ve been removing from their old
homes, which have been settled upon by the ever-intruding w bites, and settling between
the mouth of Salmon and Siletz Rivers during the present summer; and at this time I
am informed that some thirty familieR have loc11.ted there, and are attempting, without means
or assistance from the Government, to build for themselves some kind of shelter from the
coming storms of winter. They were induced by the authorized agents of the Government
to give up their old homes by the promise of assistance in building new ones. Yet I am
informed that no provision has beeu made by the Government for building them houses or

5G6

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

even assisting them to tools, nails, lumber, &c., with which to work. They should at least
be supplied with some tools, nails, and material for building, and also food and clothing for
the coming winter, either through this ageney or Siletz. They could be supplied from this
agency at much less expense than from elsewhere, it being much the nearest route to the
general supply markets and these Indians.
The Indians of this agency are kept iu a state of constant uneasiness and insecurity by
reports of whites with whom they come in contact to the effect that they are soon to be removed from their present homes, and that the deeds to their lands are valueless, and may at
.any time be annulled or canceled. Now it is immaterial whether there is any truth in the8e
reports or not; the effect upon the minds of the Indians is just the same so long as they
have no deed in fee·simple, or no assurance from the Government that they will be permanently protected in the possession of their lands ; aud it will be impossible to induce them
to permanently improve their farms and become self-supporting until they have some land
to improve, as they are no more anxious than white persons to work for years and improve
lands for the benefit of others . If they are to be permitted to remain permanently upon any
reservation, none could be selected more suitable for them and having any greater natural
advantages than Grand Ronde has. They have, although to a degree isolated, an easy access to market on one side, and the ocean for the supply of fis h within a half-day's ride. upon
the other, with plenty of game and berries among the intervening mountains, and good soil
and climate at their homes tor the production of grain, hay, and vegetables, with great
quantities of lumber for building purposes, and natural water-power, .a nd a saw and grist
mill already constructed for the production of flour and lumber. With an assurance frvm
the Government to these Indians that they anc1 their heirs should have the land, the services
of an agent could be dispensed with altogether in the course of two or three years, or as
HOOD as the Indians conld place their farms in good repair by the erection of houses and
building of fences, &~.; a11d the only expense they need then be to the Government would
be a small sum for the support of schools, and a small sum for the payment of a miller and
bawyer, or, better still, by the sale of the mills, or renting them ; the Indians could then secure
the grinding of grain and sawing of lumber in the same manner as whites.
The Indians sanitary condition has been good. Although no resident physic ian has been
employed at the agency, his absence has not been felt the past year. But little sickness has
prevailed among them, and that usually of a mild type, yielding readily to the simple treatment administered either by the Sister Superior or n1yself. Son1e few deaths have occnrred
from chronic diseases, but they would probably have occurred had a physician been present.
The Indians are becoming accustomed to their changed manner of living, and the mortality
among them is on the decline.
The existence of an Indian war upon the eastern border of this State has bad no apparent
effect upon the Indians of this agency. Although they are informed of its existence and
progress, they are in no way restless or insolent from the effects of the victories gaineu by
the Indians over the Government troops in their first engagements.
A small appropriation for the repairs of mills and some of the Government shops is very
much needed to place them in condition to do good work and to protect the Government
tools, and enable those among the Indians who are familiar with u se of tools to repair the
agricultural implements. All mechanical work in the shops belonging to thi8 agency for
the past year was performed by Indians who have been educated in our schools and shops,
.as the Government failed to employ or furnish funds for any employes for this agency except
the agent and school-teachers.
The Indians here at present are running four reapers of their own and one Department
reaper cutting grain on the agency. 'fhere are also five of our Indians in charge of five
reapers, owned by white men out. ide the agency, cutting grain. They a.lso run thrashingmachines, both in ide and outside the agency.
The InJians have built 4 frame houses, with four rooms in each, one and a hnlf stories
high, to replace old house , dressed lumber inside and outsid£>. They are neatly furni bed
with comfortable furniture-chairs, beds, bedsteads, table , and table-w~:~.re, clock , cooking
.and beating stoves. The Indians have built 5l3~7 rods of fence, all of which was performed
without any as i tnnce from the Department.
'l'he Indians of this agency will compare with, if not exeeed, in advancement in agricultur , civiliz tiou, chri tianization, and education auy Indians ou this coa t. Promin ent
per ons who vi ited thi agency expre s these views.
Very re ·pectfully, your obedient servant,
P. D. IN r'OTT,
United fates Indian /1 ucnt.
The C )L\11 ·r SER r I.·or ~AFFAIR .
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KLAMATH AGENCY, LAKE COUNTY, OREGON,

August 22, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor~ in submitting this my first annual report, to present the most
accurate aspect of the condition of affairs of this reservation that I have been able to obtain.
Time and further association with these people will enable me to report comparatively in
future.
POPULA'l'ION.

I find that my predecessor has taken the census of the fractions of the population of this
reservation at a time when they were in their most compact associations, viz, in the winter,
when the severity of the weather compels their congregating for economical subsistence.
On the contrary at the present time of year they are necessarily scattered in the collection of
their various ed ibles, as well as in the pursuits of the ''pleasurable chase." The estimate
of population of Indians seems to imply that there has been a decrease in the past year. I
shall make every effort in the coming seaso n to ascertain as closely as possible the cause of
the seeming diminution of population. The various estimates given as taken sinee January 1, Hl77, are as follows, to wit:
Klamath Indians .....•.........••••.........•...••••..••••..••••..••••.•...••.• 667
Modocs included in treaty. . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . • . . • . . • • • • . . • • • • • . . . • • . . . . . • • • . 93
Snakes included in Walpalla, or Yahooskin ........•.. , •.. -~---· .................. 137
Margin for missed in taking census ............ ------ .•••••.••••• -- -· .••••. ~----·. 10
Employes, lJ; additional in their families, 15 ...................................... 26
Total population ......................................................... 933
EDUCATIONAL.

The necessity of improving the time of the harvest, and the wishes of the parents for the
assistance of their chi ldren in such labors, very much decrease the attendance at school
through the season of their harv est; but it is confidently expected that, from the number or
applications for a place in the school, it will be quite as full as usual. Many have gained a
knowledge of the beginning of reading, while very .few are found who read fluently in the
third reader. This comes from their naturally unsettled character; they cannot be forced to
stay in school, and mAny only just get ready to learn when they leave, thus making
progress difficult, though the numb er of scholars in attendance is about on an average. A
few good seeds may be sown in each heart, however transieutly it may be here, which may
in after years develop into a fruit-bearing tree. The transition state cannot be forced, must
not be ignored. Time and patient effort a re necessary here; the future will be the better for
the preparatory effort here, which at first sight might seem as thrown away. The hope of
the future is in the young; the old have their settled habits, and think, like the most of
mankind, that they are ' 1 too old to learn in books." Could they be divested of this idea, at
least some adults might make some progress in elementary studies. The young peop le are
as tractable anll obedient as those! of higher pretensions in civilization.
MECHANICAL ARTS.

A few have been working with the employed mechanics here, with a view of learning
trades; but no one among them is yet competent to undertake for themselves any such
pursuit.
AGRICULTURE.

They are gradually improving in the use of the agricultural implements furnished them
by Government. Formerly their pursuits in this line amounted to gathering berries and
digging a few kinds of roots of spontaneous growth; so, few native implements were necessary. They are capable of and desirous for improvement in agriculture, as far as the soil
and climate favor such improvement. Perhaps there might be some kinds of sma1l or hardy
fruits introduced Lere and succeed; which is eminently necessary by the acquired habits of
the people. As they throw away their aboriginal styles of dress and trade, and learn civilization, their want of civilized food from grains and fruits is correspondingly increased, and
seeds of hardy grain8 and fruits, or cuttings and scions, should be furnished here. I hope
to be uccessful in introducing such grains here as will yield a reasonable compensation to
labor, and thus better prepare these people to make a subsistence when they are left to
provide for themselves:
RELTGIOU

IN'l'ERE TS-LANGUAGE,

This agency is under the supervision of the Methodist Episcopal Church. We maintain
a Christian &ervice for instruction and worship every Sabbath morning. The evening is
devoted to study of the •'criptures and unday-scbool work. More or Jess of the natives are
participants in all these services. Those who have attended the week-dav school have a
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better chance of understanding the spirit of the services. Some adults are acquiring English
words and phrases. :1\:Iany, both males and females, talk fluently the Chenook jargon; but
it is thought best to igP..ore this entirely in our religious services ; so an interpreter is employed who expounds in Klamath the instructions designed especially for their enlightenment. We find a few among them who really seem to have some of the leaven of truth in
their minds; but the majority who have ever made the profPssion of wishing to be Christians
have easily been turned aside again to their own ways. In fact, their hearts may well be
compared to the stony ground which held the SE'eds so lightly that the birds of the air easily
plucked them up. Still, the efforts of the past are visible. There is a degree of respect for
the Sabbath, and other indications of prayerful Chnstian effort among them.
HEALTH.

The general health is probably as good as in fvrmer years since the advent of the wl1ite
nations among them. No contagious ep idemics have been among them for the last year.
PROSPECTS.

Those who are not employed in trying to earn money from the whites still pursue their
work in g~tthering their usual supplies of food. There are from twenty-five to thirty different articles used as vegetable food among them, consisting of wild seeds, roots, bark, and
berries. 'l'hese are used either green or dried. ln all these there is none but small roots
and seeds, which necessarily makes the work of gathering very tedious. I understand that
the winter was very light here last season, and that all their vegetabl~:~ crops are light after
a lig.ht winter. This year is no exception to the common rule, and the crops are correspondingly light.
These Indians are leaving there old habits and customs and trying to learn those of the
.American nation. The women try to imitate the fashions of dress, and many show a commendable neatness in their apparel. They adorn themselves in many instances with native
styles of ornament; but they generally couple with this cleanliness of person and dress; but
all, both men and women, adopt and seem to prefer the .American st.~ les of dress. Their
cnstoms are gradually changing. Formerly they burned their dead; later, they buried th~
valuables of the person with the corpse. If many horses were owned by the deceased, on~
or two were killed for his use in the spirit· land. Th ese customs are mostly given up, and
those of the white people ad~pted in their place. They have various superstitious ideas.
which they will retain yet many years; but as fast as they are brought in contact with true
civilized ideas, and are made to understand them, so fast they seem willing to give up their
wild, uncultivated superstitions.
RELATION

WITH THE GOVERNMENT.

The state of disquiet amor.g the tribes north of us has not been participated in by the Klamath . They have their own grievances, which are serious, and a great deal of patience on
their part and forbearance is shown. They claim that "There are lands offered for sale and
purchased and occupied by white settlers which in reality belong by treaty to them, and it
is injustice to deprive them of these lands." For further particulars on this subject, see special
letter to the Indian Department of August 1, 1 77.
From our brief acquaintauce here, we have endeavored to show the present state of affairs.
J. H. ROORK,
United tales Indian Agent.
The C0)1MI lONER OF I 'DIAN .AFFAIRS.

MALllEPn .AGE 'CY, On~<:GoN,

August 14, 1 77.
Inclosed herewith, I have the honor to submit my annual statistical report.
This agency i locat d in the extreme northeastern corner of the reservation, where all the
be t agricultural lands are ituated. All the timber suitable for building or fencing purpo e
i on the .Blue Mountain , in tbe northwe tern corner of the re erve, a di lance of twenty
mile on a dir ct line from the a:rency, and thirty mil by the route now u d. The nlire
r erve, xcept orne rocky rid es and inacce ible caiion., abounds iu bunch-gra of excellent quality for grazing.
IR:

.'AKE.

In my nuro ration I ha.ve cla. sed a
oakes only those Indians under Chief Egan, who
came from h valley of the Wi
r, a t of , nake Riv r, and who are mix d wilh th
hohone . Th Bannock on the pper 'nak River the Ito hones about almon Fall and
Boi e Riv r tlte Piults, ·a /too Inn , and fflalpah~elf, who form rly occupied the country

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

569

bounded by Snake River on the east. the Cascade Mountains on the west, the Blue Mountains on the n0rth, and Goose Lake and Stein's Mountain on the south, have all been called
Snakes indiscriminately until recently, though none of them will own the name. Except
the Bannocks and Shoshones along Snake River, they all use the same language spoken at
Pyramid Lake and along the Lower Humboldt.
PIUTES.

Chief Winnemucca's band, numbering 150, are fully entitled to the name Piutes. The
followers of We-ow '-we-wa and Paulina, who made so much trouble in this country in the
years 1863 to 1867, are classed as Piutes, and claim the name, though they were then known
as Snakes, and now have very little friendship for the Piutes of Nevada, regarding them as
an inferior raee of rabbit-hunters. This unfriendly jealousy between them and Winnemucca's people culminated in the temporary withdrawal from the reservation of the latter
about the first of April last, which was reported at the time.
IND£AN LABOR-

My best efforts have been directed to the encouragement of industry among the Indians.
In this I have been greatly aided by the law of Congress in relation to the distribution of
supplies. It is plainly seen in the record of Indian labor done at this ageney, that such a
distribution of Government bounty as discriminates in favor of the deserving and aga!nst the
unworthy is an advanee from the former method of indiscriminate issues. From four hours
a day at the beginning of the year, they can now be made to work eight hours a day. A
mess, in which the working men get regular meals, has proved a great auxiliary in bringing
about this important result. It is surprising to witness their dexterity in breaking tools.
As a matter of strict economy, skilled labor would be preferable and cheaper; but the result
sought is to train these mfan for future work. In this I find our efforts measurably successful, and feel encouraged to believe patient training will ultimately bring every one of the
present force of working men up to a self-supporting condition. A few are now earning $1
a day in the harvest -fields of settlers, and more are earnestly striving for the degree of skill
that will enable them to do likewise. Last year 1,521 days' work were credited to Indian
laborers. During the present year it has been increased to 2,617 days, and the number of
applicants is increasing. Somework barely enough to get the part-rations, such as are
issued to the blind and helpless, while others have earned $100 t.o $145 each, which has
been paid iu such articles as they chose to select.
No Indian apprentices have yet been found who could be induced to remain in the shops.
The blacksmith is the only mechanic at the agency; and he is required on the farm more
than in the shop. T.he same may be said of the commissary, who wields the ax and graincradle more than the pen.
INDrAN FARMS.

Threo Indian farms, of thrP-e, seven, and eighteen acres respectively, are now under cui·
tivation, but none fene.ed. The largest of these was partly fenced last year, but owing to
the scarcity of wood in the vicinity last winter, nearly all the fence was burned for fuel. It
required some effort and close watching to protect the fencing on the agency-farm from a
like destruction. Little progress can be reasonably looked for in the direction of individual
farming until greater inducements are offered in the erection of mills at tho agency for the
manufacture of lumber and flour. Fencing and building material are so inaccessible as to
render progress in this direction almost impossible without greatly increased appropriations.
Before Indians will become attached to this or any other one place, they must have a permanent home. Before they can be induced to raise grain successfully, they must see a way
to use it other than for feeding their ponies. Before they will abandon their long-established customs of living, and their diet of" lice and cricket hashes," they must be assured
of permanent rations of better quality in some other direction.
The products of the Indian farms are given to those who raiee tl1em; and the argument is
convincing enough, as shown by the number who aspire to individual farming but are prevented by lack of tho necessary assistance. "'With limited encouragement in the shape of
aid properly distributed among them, small farmers would be developed who would soon
become self-.mstaining. This is the more desirable since the habits of thriftless indolence
produced by long-continued issues of Government rations must ultimately disqualify the
recipients for tl1e higher duties which s~lf-support imposes.
IDAHO INDIAN WAR.

Our people have displayed lbe utmost good faith and fidelity during the recent hostilities.
It was feared at one time th at the success 0f our troops then operating from ·white Bird toward • nake River might force the hostiles across that stream in the direction of this place.
Mes angers were sent to Camp Harnfly and Canyon City for arms, of which enough were
procured to arm the employes at the agency. This had the effect to quiet the apprehensions
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of the Indians, who seemed ~o share hear~ily with us in a wholesome dread of Joseph's band.
All Indians absen~ from the reservation were called in at once, except a small band in Idaho,
who had my pass before the outbreak, and did not return until they had completed their
visi~ to the Bannocks. Governor Brayman has u!·ged upon me the necessity of recalling all
my people from Idaho, and his hearty co-operation is relied upon to assist in accomplishing
the work.
Special Agent Vv. M. Turner arrived on the 4th inst~nt, and reports as follows:
"MALHEL"R AGENCY, OREGON, Au~ust 6, 18i7.
" SIR: I have the honor to report to you that immediately upon notice of my appointment
as special Indian agent, I proceeded to this place via Goose Lake and Warner Valleys. I
chose this route in order to l~:>arn the locality of the various straggling bands belonging to
Malhell.r agency, and to ascertain the temper of the settlers in regard to Indians roaming off
their reservations. I found three lodges of Snakes, twelve miles east of Goose Lake, who
were not communicative. I ascertained that 0-cho-ho with about fifteen men was in the
neighborhood of Camp Bidwell, and learned from a reliable source that this chief says 'be
will die rather than go to Yainax;' and as I am informed by 0. C. Applegate, a former subagent at Yainax, that there is some doubt about that being· hia proper reservation, I think
he can be brought here without great difficulty.
1
' I met a very intelligent man belonging to Chief Winnemucca's band, who informed me
that about thirty of said band, men, women, and children, were at Stein's Mountain, and the
remainder at Three Forks on the Owyhee River in Idaho. My informant expressed the belief that Winnemucca would not, himself, r.ome to Malheur, assigning as a reason 'that be
was unwilling to work, and was in danger of starvation on a reservation,' and relying upon
the hope that be would be allowed to locate in Duck Valley independent of Government
control. I have bad an interview with a band from Priest Rapids on the Columbia, who
professed friendship, but d{lmanded the right to choose their own locations as whites do, and
as their band bad caused much alarm and annoyance in .John Day Valley, I look forward
to early trouble between them and the settlers, unless they are removed to a reservation by
force. Chief Egan, with most of his people, is on his way here, and I think his co-operation
may be secured to bring in a troublesome band of Wiesers, now in the Payette Valley. I
find the settlers alarmed, and univ ersally demanding the removal of straggling Indians to
their reservations, and I am now ready to offer my services with a view to this end.
"I am, very respectfully,
"WM. M. TURNER,

" Special Agent.

'' W. Y. RINEHAR'l', Esq .,
'' United States indian Agent."

Mr. Turner, in company with Chief Egan, has gone to Wieser and Payette Valleys, to
confer with a band, consi ting of twenty lodges, of Egan's relations, in the hope of inducing
them to come here and settle upon this r~servation.
APPROPRIATIONS.

The protracted delay in making appropriations for the Indian service last year, greatly impaired the faith of the Indians in the Government and its agents. Our annual supplies were
not rec iveu until the middle of June, leaving but half a month of the year well supplied,
while all the remainder had to be run on simple faith and impaired credit. It was erionsly
feared during the early part of the winter that this agency would have to be abandon don
account of the exhaustion of all ltinds of subsistence supplies. The mild weather and consequent good roads, lasting until Christmas, enabled us to transport our flour in D cember,
and iher by prevented a series of bad results which cannot be estimated.
It is of the utmost importance that all supplies and funds be furnished promptly. Indians
cannot brook delay. Promises are worse than depreciated currency with them, and bould
b d alt out paringly. Were the yearly supplie furni bed by the Indian epa.rtmeut with
the arne pro~•ptness and regularity a by the War Department, much annoyance to ag nts
~oulJ b avo1ded! the grcate. t cau e of complaint among the Indians removed, and the ffiCI ncy of th
erv1ce trengtbened and improved.
T~ appropriation for this agency- 50,000 in 1 73, and 40,000 in each of the two ncdwg ar. -were reduc d last ycl:\r to :l5,000, and l1ave b en still further reduced thi year
to 20,000.. I~ tbi connectio';l allow me again to call att ntion to the urg1 ot n ce ity of
fur~h r I ~1slal1on and more hbeml appropriations for tbi reservation. It is th avow d
ohcy of the ov r~m. ?t to mak th Indilin elf-supporting, and yet I am left without ~h
tn an. to make th . IDJtJat_o:y t p for the Jurtberance of that policy. Indians who chng
t &<"IOU ly _l tb 1r _trad1t 1_onal ~lp r titions are expected to abjure tribal relations and
llbandon th 1r nomad1c habn., whJ! on tbi. r ervation th y have not a. single roof to h Iter
tlJ m, and re comp lied to hclt •r them elves in the willows und age a they ha~'e don

INDIAN AFFAIRE!.

571

for centuries. I am expected to civilize these wandering people and to teach them inoividual
responsibility, to make them feel that labor is honorable and self:·suppott desirable, while thelimited appropriations compel me to leave them in their filth, and pauperize the tribes by dealing out to them the scanty and insufficient rations which my means will permit. I have
demonstrated that this is an excellent grain-producing region, and agsure the Department
that with the proper means at hand, a sufficient amount can be raised on this reservation
within a few years to give the whole population a fair support.
I again respectfully ask the Department for the means to build a saw-mill and grif;t-mill~
Land must be inclosed before tilling, and lumber for fencing is indispensable. A mill-race
has heretofore been dug at considerable expense, which can be utilized both for power and
irrigation. An immense acreage is lying waste with willing bands to cultivate it, and yet,
from the lack of means to make a start, it continues idle, and the people who are invited to
enjoy the blessings of civilization promised by our policy are left in a state of indolence and
semi-starvation. I ask in all candor, with all due re15pect, if our conduct toward this unfortunate rare is an honest interpretation of the spirit and meaning of our Indian polil!y ~ I ask
if it is fair or reasonable to circumscribe the already limited energies of a people whom God
made as free as the deer on their mountains ; to curtaii·tbeir natural means of subsistence by
herding them upon reservations, that the dominant race may enjoy tbeir territory, and then
expect them to support themselves without assistance~ Is it just that agents should be held
accountable for the civilization of the Indians when they are prevented. by public parsimony
from providing a shelter that wil'l make the Indian feel that the old life was barbarous and
undesirable? And again, is it sensible to expect the Indian to feel like a man when be is.
forced to continue the life of a beast, placed under a galling restraint, and allowed a ration
so scanty as to put him in the position of a half-fed pauper'{
The pioneers of our frontier border, long inured to hardship and often driven to desperateextremities by the encroachments of savaO'eS upon their precarious homes, have not always
shunned their barbarous example, but too frequently imitate, or even excel, their red brother&
in the practice of kindred and worse than savage vice!'. It is a lamentable fact, that men
are to be found wl10 deem it their high privilege to shoot at sight any Indian they may find
away from his reservation; and another large class, though they may not justify, will not
condemn such conduct. During the late trouble in Idaho it bas been unsafe for any Indian
to be seen off his reservation, and even the most trustworthy of them are unable to get the·
little ammunition necessary to enable them to procure game for a living. I am thus forced to,
feed many who are only too willing to subsist themselves if they were permitted to do so.
Many respectable people deny my right to issue even the smallest amount of ammunition for
hunting, lest it be carried away aud bartered to the hostiles.
It is a common and somewhat characteristic argument that "it is cheaper to feed than
to fight the Indians." The records of the War 0 ffire will furnish abundant proof that, in
the ease of these people at leRst, the statement is correct. During five years of their hostility the War Department paid more annually for transportation of army supplies required
to subdue t.bem than is now expended for their support.
The beef and flour issued during the year just closed cost $13,646; add to this $6,000
allowed for employes, and we tind that $354 is all that remains of the $20,000 appropriateq
for this agency. With this, the clothing, blankets, and all other supplies must be bought,
or resort to the alternati,·e of still further reducing the rations of subsistence. No such re-·
duction can be made until the building of mills renders it possible for the Indians to produce
their own flour. This is plainly the first step to be made in the direction of self. support. It
is to be regretted that a more favorable sentiment toward the Indian Department does not
prevail in Congress. But as Congress is the outgrowth of public sentiment, we rfmst infer
that public sentiment demands, or it would not sust~in, their unfavorable action. So long as
the Indian question rE>mains without advocates other than those in the pulpit or in the Indian service, we have little to hope for in the way of favorable action or friendly sentiment
in Congress. The moralist, the philanthropist and Christian, may cordially unite in their
sentiments of friendship for tl:ese degraded wards of the nation; the missionary societies
may drain their contribution-boxr:- s, and their missionaries themselves may prosecute their
self-sacrificiug labor in vain while the politician in the halls of Congress carries his dislike
for the unfortunate Indian into the treatment of the Indian question, ·and evon beyond it, to
the unpopular DPpartment of the Governm~nt having charge of this unprofitable matter.
CIIOOLS.

School bas been taught during eight months of the year, with good results. I am fully
convinced, however, that a day-school iu which children are left under the influence of their
parents, and in the filth of their lodges, can never be made as successful in any respect as a.
boarding-school in which children are kept entirely away from the wild and debasing influences of their savage parents and camp-life. Owing to the lack of subsistence at the
agency, most of the Indians were turned away to support themselves in the mountains as
eA.rly 1n the season as subsistence could be found there. The children followed their parents
in their search for roots, berries, and game, and in a few weeks had forgotten most of the
little they bad learned. '!'his is one bad feature of the service at this agency that now seems.
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without a remedy. Some go out voluntarily, and ask permits for that purpose; but many
others, who are disposed to remain, earn their living at the agency, and keep their children
in school, have to be informed that they must get their living iu the old way, on account of
our inability to procure the necessary supplies from a lack of funds. It has a bad effect upon
the school children, and also upon the workingmen, who are disposed to abandon their rov·
ing life and adopt our method of living. Whether done by Government or churches, I am
satisfied the establishment of boarding-schools at agencies is the quickest, best, only sure
method of training the Indian children into our habits of civilization. In no other way can
personal cleanliness and moral training be imparted successfully.
ISSUES.

A noticeable effect of the enforcement of the law of March 3, 1875, in relation to the distribution of supplies to Indians is the gradual and steady breaking down of tribal relations,
and the decline of despotic authority in chiefs. Individual responsibility is the natural outgrowth of such a method of dealing with them. Under the operations of this law chiefs
will soon find their occupation gone; and their people, relieved from the thraldom of their
barbarous rule, may then be approached directly, and made to realize the incentives that
prompt other people.
The circular of the Department requiring issues to be made in the presence of military officers when practicable, is regarded as a wholesome precaution that should meet the approval
of all fair-minded men. If agents can thereby elevate the character of the service, and disabuse the public mind of the popular belief that they are all bent on spoils and plunder,
they should yield a hearty support to the efforts of the department in that direction: Captain
Bendire, from Camp Harney, acting under said order, witnessed my general issue of June
12 and 13, and in his report-a copy of which was kindly furnished me-says it is impracticable to continue such service, on account of the great distance and bad roads between here
and that post.
Since the commencement of the Indian trouble in Idaho, I have been reporting to General
Howard, commanding military department, the location, temper, and general attitude of these
people toward the whites.
SPOLIATION CLAIMS.

Two claims have .been examined during the year, for losses sustained on account of depredations alleged to have been committed by these Indians during their hostilities prior to the
establishment of this agency. One of these is for $ 1,41 0.82, and the other for $6,494.
During the investigation of the alleged facts upon which these claims are based, the Indians showed the utmost candor and fairness in their statements.
CRICKETS.

Crickets have been very abundant at the agency this season, and threatened at one time
to destroy our entire vegetable crop. The offer of sugar in payment for cricket-scalps
brought plenty of willing bands to protect the fields from their ravages. The crickets
were collected in large quantities and dried for food. Necessity compelled the encouragement of this branch of their native industry, as it was our, only means of protecting cur
growing crops.
1\lORALS.

The moral training of these people fails to show forth any marked improvement in them.
Little could reasonably be expected from the limited time they have been under control. I
am of opinion that long-continued and persistent effort will be required to bring them \lP
to a staudard of civilization adapted to the introduction of our Christian religion. In personal integrity they are not far behind the most civilized Indians. But they all practice
polygamy, and adhere to the vice of gambling in all its forms. In short, they are Pagans,
full of all mann r of superstition. Their reformation can only be wrought out in the cul·
ture of tb ir children.
Con iderable advancement has been made in getting them to abandon their 1-loo doo medicine·mC:'n for our mode of treating the ick.
ery re p ctfully, your obedient servant,
w. v. RI TETIART,
United States Indian .t1uent.

The
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Toledo, Benton County, Oregon, .d, ugust 20, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with instructions contained in your circular-letter of lOth ultimo, I
have the honor to submit my second annual report of the condition of affairs at this agency. •
Small appropriations by Congress for incidental expenses Indian service has made it necessary for us, in order to avoid deficiencies, to use the strictest economy in the expenditure
of funds, even to the extent of discharging for a portion of the year all regular employes,
excepting one who has, as best he could, filled the places of teacher, clerk, farmer, carpenter, or blacksmith, as the service most urgently demanded.
The improvements, (grist-mil!,. &c.,) under contract at the date of my last report, have
been completP.d during the year, and though I have been unable to l•eep a farmer or to plant
a crop on Government 'account, I am able to report a good growing crop in the hands of
Indians, raised almost exclusively by their own labor.
The agency buildings are nearly a.ll old and rotten, and should be replaced with new ones.
Most of tliem are too nearly gone to admit of repairs.
During a portion of the year the day-schGol has been in a prosperous condition, and the
progress made by the Indian pupils has been satisfactory.
The Indians are quiet and orderly. J¥1any of them being without teams, tools, or subsistence, have been granted leave of absence to work for farmers, lumbermen, &c., off the
reservation. They continue to complain of the failure of Government to allot their lands to
them in severalty. Hearing, as they constantly do, that Government is soon to drive them
from the land they now occupy, in order to make room for the whites who want homes, they
sometimes get discouraged and conclude it is useless to improve what they are so soon to
vacate. Those, however, who have embraced Christianity continue t_heir improvements
with a determination, in case of the discontinuance of the agency, to dissolve their tribal relations; and, becoming citizens of the United States, obtain titles to their lands under the protection of our laws.
Some opposition to the progress of Christianity among them bas been manifested by a few
of the'' dreamers," or spiritualists, though their opposition has only been shown in words.
and has produced no serious effect on the professing· Christians.
A few petty crimes have been committed by Indians against others of their people, and in
every instance the perpetrators have been promptly tried before their justice of the peace,
and if proven guilty punished according to the penalties of the code of laws passed by the
Indians in council. This code is simple, just, and equitable, and can be easily understood
by the Indians. Their old doctors or "medicine men," who a few years ago held them in
such bondage, have about lost their power over them, and, like the others, are required t.o
submit to the laws notwithstanding their occasional threats of death by "Te-rnan-a-was,"
(evil spirits,) pronounced upon the justice of the peace. Thus one by one their old heathenish customs are given up and the customs of civilization adopted.
The influence of those who have embraced Christianity is also having its good effect.
Their industry and attention to business bring them prosperity in worldly affairs and happiness at their firesides, and others seeing this are more easily persuaded to abandon their
fonner habits and in many respects follow the example of their Christian friends.
Many houses commenced by the Indians during the year have not been completed for
want of lumber, nails, &~., as also for the reason before given, viz, the apparent uncertainty of their obtaining good titles to their lands after they have imprvved them.
During the year three of the Indians have abandoned their tribal relations, declared their
intention to become citizens, and taken up land off the resen·ation, and there are many more
who are not only capable of becmning but are already so far civilized as to make good
citizens.
The changes necessary here are the allotment of lands in severalty to the heads of families,
each of which should be assisted to teams, (oxen are the best,) seeds, agricultural implements, and building material necessary to give them a start on their farms, requiring them
to do sufficient work for the Department to pay for what they get. The work thus done by
the Indians nould be done on the farms; and the surplus grain raised, when sold, would repay a considerable part of the outlay.
The day-school should be changed to a boarding-school, where the children could be constantly und er the direction of th eir teacher or matron.
The force of employes should consist of the following, viz: physician. clerk, teacher,
matron, carpenter, farmer, engineer, and one-half of the year a miller or sawyer, who could,
when not thus employed, be assistant farm er. These should be regularly aud permanently
employed.
Suffici nt supplies, a11d funds to pay for their delivery here, should be furnished to enable
the a.geut to keep u.ll the Indians on the re. erve, where they might be profitably employed
for tltemsel_ves or the Department, thus ob':iating .the necessity of granting them " leave of
absence" from the reserve to work for their subs1stence. They should also be required to
·
send their children to school.
The legi lation required is, first, a system of laws, which should be simple and jnst, de£niug crime and fi;>:iug penalties, providing a court for trial of all offenses, and means for
the enforcement of the l~:~.ws; second, for the allotment of lands in severalty, and provision
3~ I
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for building material, &c., as above; third, a school-fund sufficient for the support of a
boarding-school should be provided, and the annual appropriations for this purpose should be
uniform for a few years at least; fourth, there being no " treaty-funds " coming to the Indians of this agency, it is important that a uniform annual appropriation for the incidental
expenses of the agency be made, for a few years at least, so that the agent may with safety
lay his plans with some prospect of being able to carry them out. In this connection I
desire to respectfully call your attention to my letter of June 30, containing suggestions
relative tc;> the continuance or discontinuance of this agency.
1
The ~tatistics accompanying this will give you the other information required. 'rhe census-roll also sent you by this mail has been carefully prepared, and may be relied on as
correct.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM BAGLEY,
United States

/ndi~n

Agent.

The CoMMlSSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

UMATILLA INDIAN AGENCY,

Oregon, August 7, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit my annual report of this agency for the year ending
June 30, 1877.
The number of Indians residing permanently on this reservation, according to the census
taken last January, is 629, divided into tribes, as follows:
Men.

:-w

Women.

Boys.

Girls.

Total.

57

~4

~9

91

128

60

33

41"5

39

65
25

J40
344
145

Total ..• --- .••••••.•• __ •. _. __ . __ . _ . __ .• _ 154

233

123

119

629

Walla Walla .. ----·---- •..•....•... ---- ..••••.
Cayuse ..••••..•.•....• - .••••......••. _•......
Umatilla .....................................

In addition to this number, about 220 have removed to the reservation since the outbreak
by the non-treaty Nez Perces last June. They are members of Walla Walla and Umatilla
tribes, but as they have heretofore refused to reside permanently on the reservation they
have been looked upon as renegades by the other members of the tribes.
The wealth of these Indians consists principally in horses and cattle. Of the former they
have large bands, approximating to about li,OOO; their cattle I estimate at about 5,000;
they have besides a large number of bogs and a few sheep.
Although their principal occupation consists in stock-raising, they all engage in agricultural pursuits. Very few of them raise more than is necessary for their own use, owing to
the difficulty of disposing of any surplus in the vicinity of the reservation.
While the majority of them have comfortable homes and an abundance of food, .there are
many others who e-k e out a miserable existence on roots, berries, and fish, being too lazy
and vicious to attempt to better their condition. Happily this latter class is growing le s
every year, ai!d u.t the present time is confined to the Walla Walla tribe and a few Uma-

tillas.

·

The reservation covers an area of 25 miles square, is well watered, and admirably adapted
for stock-raising or agricultural purposes. The southern boundary includes a portion of
the Blue Mountains, which are covered with a heavy growth of pine, fir, and tamarack.
ThE:re is a day-school established here with an average attendance of 28 scholars. All
the larger scholars, both boys and girls, read and write very well, and understand the fir t
four rules of arithmetic to a certain extent. Although considerable progress has been made
during- the year and the attendance at school has been larger than ever before, still it is
manife t that but little can be accomplished with a day-school in the way of civilizing the e
Indians, as they are principally engaged in stock-raising aud are continually moving from
place to place whenever the range becomes poor; making it impossible for many of the childr n to attend day- chool.
If a manual-labor boarding-school was establi bed here, there would be an attendance of
at lea. t 75 cholar , and the progre would be much greater, as the children would be under
the con tant care and supervi iou of the teachers antl surrounded by an Engli h- peaking
community, iu. t ad of being, a. at present, among tbJir own people and pe11.king their own
languaae except during chool-hours.
niPRO EME 'T •

. ~~~~~ high \-\at. r carri. ~ away about two-thirds of the gri t-mill flume Ia t March a~d
renuund rot 1t t uch an extent a to ncce:sitat the coo !ruction of an eot1re
Tbi. ·ork ha. b 'eo delayed by he high water cau ed by the hravy rain-fall

IOJUT l tht:
Il ., • flnme .
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·during May and the fore part of last June. The employes are at present engaged on its construction, and I am in h0pes of having it completed and the mill in running order by the end
of September. There hA.v-e been two houses built during the year, and the dams of the saw
and grist mills, which were washed away by freshets, have been replaced.
The outbreak of the n0n-treaty Nez Perces, which occurred last June, created intense excitement and alarm among the settlers throughout this section of country. On learning of
the troubles I immediately sent runners out in different directions with instructions to notify
such Indians of this reservation as they could find to 'return as soon as possible. I went in
person,· accompanied by the interpreter, to the Columbia River, for the purpose of removing
to the reserve such Indians as belonged her.e. Having met in council with a number of
them, I informed them of the outbreak, and notified them that they must come jn, which
they agreed to do as socm as they could gather up their stock. I further advised the headmen among them to use all their influence with any Indians they might meet to go upon
their respective reservations, as I was fearful 'Of a general outbreak among the renegades
along the river.
·
· It was known among the whites that Joseph and his band was related by blood and marriage to the Indians of this reservation, and much uneasiness was felt on a~couut of the
friendly feeling existing between them. Rumors Were circulated:-no doubt for the purpose
of causing trouble-that all the able-bodied males of this reserve had joined Joseph. The
settlers were arming, and this news coming, to the ears of the Indians caused much alarUJ.
Matters were in a critical condition, and it was with the utmost difficulty that I could persuade the Indians that the whites would not come upon the reserve and murder. them. In
order to allay the mutual suspicions existing on both sides, I visited the towns of Pendleton,
Weston, and Walla Walla, accompanied by the interpreter and the headmen, for the purpose .
of counseling with the citizens, and to convince them that the reports circulated were false.
The councils held at these places had the effect of quieting much of the excitement, and the
friendly reception of the Indians had the effect of allaying any appteheusions that existed
on their part.
·
In compliance with instructions received from Hon. E. C. Watkins, United States Indian
inspector, I forbid the Indians from going off the reservation, and I am happy to say 'that,
although many suffered from want of food, they remained peaceably on the reservation, and
none of them joined the hostiles.
·
In conclusion, I would state that there has been a marked improvement, both morally and
physically, in the condition of these Indians during the past year. Crime and drunkenness
have decreased, and through the untiring efforts of our worthy missionary, Father Conrardy,
many Indians have become converts to Christianity who have heretofore refused to listen to
the word of God. Besides this, all the families who reside here permanently have cultivated more or less ground, and as the season for crops of all kinds has been favorable, their
harvest will be bountiful.
·
Inclosed herewith I respectfully submit the statistical information mentioned in your letter
of July 10.
Very respectfully, your obeuient servant,
N. A. CORNOYER.
United Statts Indian Llgent.

The CoMI\USSIONER oF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

WARM SPRINGS AGENCY, OREGON,

September 1, 1877.
I have the honor to su.b mit herewith my annual report of this agency for the year
ending Augu~t 31, 1 77, together with the statistics accomphnying the su.me.
.
SIR:

TRIALS AND DISCOURAGEMENTS.

..,

'L.
•
•
h
b
..a f)
.I t 1s a d1ffi.en1t matter at trm tm~e to ~rnve at t e exact nu~ er of I.ndian~ b~long,.i&{~Jo
th;s reservatwn, as a large proportwn of them are absent huutmg, fishmg, p1ekmg bernes,
&c. About three month ago an epidemic of the typho-malaria character appeared, attacking both whites and Inclians, and making sad havoc in our midst . . Myself, together with
several of my employes, were taken seriously ill, and several deaths have taken pla~e ~q,our
families. The Indians became panic-stricken at the unusual and dangerous illnUY. d'f ~o
many of our number and fled to the mountains, making it difficult for a. time HJ. ~Jilte
neces. ary ~elp. This epidemic has seriously int~rfered with the general work of ~Qg "r}, ~11c1,
e pec1ally m the school and office work. At th1s date, however, the epidemic seeHl~~'t: Yk e
bad its nm, and nearly all are in a fair way to recover their usual health, though 1~6~\l11d51 • o
very slowly, and m.v own health is far from b ing fully restored ; but I hope I1Yh~n ·ff4~1 r
1
81
weather shall come it will bring renewed health to us all.
<
•
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• THE WEATHER, CROPS, ETC.

This season has been an unusually hot and dry one, making a serious falling off in the
amount of our grain and other crops; so much so that I have giveu permission to a large
number of the Indians to go to the mountains to hunt and pick berries, and to the Willamette Valley to pick hops, as I did last year with very satisfactory results. They are thus
taught to labor and earn something for themselves, and also, by being brought in contact
with the better class of our citizens, they have an opportunity to learn many things that
will be to their future advantage. I have appointed a number of their principal and most
reliable ll).en to oversee them anti report to me any irregularities in conduct or otherwise.
There seems to be a constant and increasing desire to learn more of civilized habits and
modes of labor. Many of the Warm Spring Indians, who have heretofore stood aloof, have
gone to work this season with commendable energy, and have inclosed large fields for cultivation, and may in time equal, if not surpass, the Wascoes in agricultural pursuits.
NUMBER OF INDIANS.

A census taken September, 1876, soon after my last annual report was made out, showed
no material difference from the figures then given, which were 252 males and 248 females,
making 500 in all. The census showed 245 males and 258 females, or 503 in all, and is
taken as the basis for my present report. It is my candid opinion that the births have exceeded the deaths by a small per cent., so that my report shows 508 Indians now belonging
to this reservation.
HEALTH, SICKNESS, AND DEATH.

The general health was very good until the coming of the summer months, when the unusuaily hot weather brought with it an unusual amount of sickness and mortality. A.t one
time there were not well persons enough among my employes to take proper care of the sick
ones. Necessary medicines became exhausted, and, in order to save life and prevent sufferiug, I was compelled to purchase a limited amount for onr use. 'l'he supply invoiced to us
last February failed to come, and, as I was constantly expecting it, I made no estimate for
medical supplies other than the one furnished for the current year.
There is still a disposition among a portion of the Indians to resort to their own medicine·
men, especially in cases of extreme or dangerous sickness. They cannot well be brought
to have faith in our remedies until they are 110 situated and so conform to our modes of living
as to receive the same care from physicians and nurses as we are wont to bestow. As with
us, a physician in whom they have confidence, and who shows that he cares for their interests, and is anxious to save life and prevent suffering, will have a good degree of succe s
in spite of their wild habits and superstitions.
TilE SCHOOL.

The school has been b a. measure a success, though the average attendance has not been
as large as in some former years, owing to a number of the best scholars havi11g left the
school, A.nd some of them removinj!' to the Simcoe reservation. The present system is much
better than no school at all, but there can never be anything like a. perfect success until a
boarding-school is established. Many of the parents live on their farms, some miles distant
from the agency, and much too far for their children to conveniently attend, and even many
of those who come do so very irregularly, owing largely to their irregular habits of living
and of procuring subsistence therefor. It is and will be slow work to make decided progre s
in English studies where the children are only about six hours of the day in school, while
the rest of the time is spent with their own people, when they, of course, talk their native
tongue, and have nothing to remind them of what they have been studying during the day.
everal years ago I built a house with my own hands, designed for a girls' boarding-scho~l,
and for several months we hired a matron to take charge of it, who had good succes m
teaching the girls to knit, sew, cook, &c.; besides all the school-ehildren were provided
with a noonday meal, which was a strong inducement to be regular in their att ndance.
Cannot the overnment appropriate for our us~ u. sufficient amount to continue this work,
at le st in providing thi noonday m al 7
R ELIGIOU

U\TERE TS.

Tb r ba. et-n a decided progress in the field of Christian labor here. During the win·
ter an int re Ling revival took place, in which over one hundred profe ed conver ion. A·
we have had no miui ter h re to hold communion services, none of them have b n r ceived
into church ~ llow hip.
ur ociety has made provi ion for the upport of a mini ter and
hi ' i~·, who are to labor here a~ missionaries, and we hope to h11.ve them here in a hort
tim .
'rh • bba h rvic
o far have b en mainly conducted b.v my elf, r quirin"' two native
to int·rpr t into ~b two languages spoken by these ludiaus. The att ndance i a.l way goou
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sometimes crowding our building to its utmost capacity. In making examinations for admission to church relations, I would not require the same test as to doctrinal points that I
would from our own people, for these Indian believers are but babes in Christ, and do not
comprehend the "higher law " in all its points. The "way of life'' tl1ey seem to understand, for it is possible even 'for the wayfaring man, though a fool, not to err therein. There
are many who mock at my efforts, but if they could have l:ieen here ten years ago and seen
these Indians, and see them now, they would be led to exclaim, "What hath God wrought!"
GRAIN AND PROVISIONS.

As before remarked, there has been a large falling off in the grain crops from those of
last year. The acreage sown was much greater, but a portion has been an entire failnre.
Enough, however, has been raised to meet their wants, when we add what will be secured
from bunting, fishing, &c. In the item of salmon alone there cannot be less than from
30,000 to 40,000 pounds, in about equal quantities of salt and dried salmon.
GAME, PELTRIES, AND CLOTH£NG.

There is a constant falling off in the way of game and peltries, and the Indians are more
and more being compelled to resort to civilized modes of procuring subsistence, and to secure
the means to purchase supplies of food, clothing, &c. The trallitional Indian, with his war
paint and feathers, is fast becoming a thing of the past, and it is quite r~re to see one dressed
in primitive Indian style. In all their modes of life there is a slow but radical change being
brought about.
CRIMES AND THEIR PUNJSHl\IEN'f.

The crimes committed have been but few comparatively, they being mostly confined to
petty offenses, whi~h have been punished by Indian tnbunals. Drunkenness is of rare occurrence, and many of the Indians seem to take a pride in seeing bow well they can behave,
and in telling me how they have met and resisted the temptation to do wrong. There seems
to be the most perfect feeling of friendship toward the whites, and such assurances come from
some whose word I would take as soon as that of a white man in whom I have the utmost
confidence.
·
HOUSES, MILLS, AND LUMBER.

The demand for houses is increasing, and our saw-mill will find ample employment. The
past winter was a very mild one, to what we generally have, there being scarcely any freezing weather to interfere with our mills, and they were kept almost constantly running, and
so my returns show a larger amount of lumber cut than in the previous year.
EMPLOYES AND THEIR QUALIFICATIONS.

It bas been my constant desire and aim to employ men who were qualified to perform most
any kind of service that might be called for, though foreign to their regular employment,
and at the same time have men who would co-operate with me in the work of educating and
Christianizing these Indians. I have thus far had fair success in all these points, but hope
for much better in the future. It is ·much easier to find competent men than true, earnest
Christians, who are willing to sacrifice self for the benefit of these people.
My force of employes is all too small to carry on the work as I would love to see it, but
if it can be kept up at its present strength we can get along reasonably well. Hoping that
the coming year may be freighted with still more glorious results,
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant.,

JOHN SMITH,
United States Indian Agent.

The Co:vrMIS 'lONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

U INTAII VALLEY AGENCY, UTAH,

A ugust 25, 1877.
Sm: I have the honor to submit the following as my seventh annual report of affairs pertaining to the agency under my charge:
It is with much pleasure that I am able to report the same gratifying evidences of progress, in aU re peels, indicated in my last. Notwithstanding the disappoint~nt occasioned
by the non-reception of annuity-goods, which I was apprehensive would produce much dissatisfactio.n and ?i cour.agement, my ~ndians! as if .to show themselves deserving of them,
ha':e man~festeu, 1f J?OSSible, a more k~ndly d1spo 1t10n, and more diligence and interest in
thell' _farmmg operations than they d1d last year. At the date of my last, as indicated
therem, some of my Indians were absent, ostensibly to aid in the suppression of the Sioux
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war. How many of them actually reached General Crook's command, and what they did,
if anything, I am unable to state, but their absence did not, as apprehended, produce any
:serious influence upon their farming operations, or any demoralization on their return.
I·

CONTRACTS, PURCHASES] AND DELIVERY OF SVPPLlES.

For the purpose of purchasing supplies I visited Salt Lake City, reaching there on the 16th
-of September. On the 20th, after communieating with the Department relative to the matter, I advertised for proposals for beef-cattle, flour, sundry other articles, and freight. After
the reception of proposals, on the 27th, contracts were made and bonds recorded for the supply of beef-cattle, flour, and freight, on what were considered very satisfactory terms.
These being forwarded to the Department for approval, I returned to my agency. Arriving
here on October 4, I found everything satisfactory, my employes and Indians being busily
engaged in thrashing and taking care of the crops.
.
It became necessary for me again to return to the city to inspect and receive supplies contracted for, also to purchase others for which I had failed to receive satisfactory bids, and
to forward all my supplies to the agency. After some delay all were sent forward, and I
again returned to my agency to receive them. Owing to the extreme badness of the roads,
breakage of wagons, &c., the last of th~ goods did not arrive till the 18th of November;
still this was earlier, and the goods in a better condition, than I at one time anticipated.
After the reception of supplies it again became necessary for me to return to Salt Lake to
close my business preparatory to the closing in of winter. I accord ingly left the agenc.v on
the 21st, arrived in the city on the 25th, closed my business, left for the agency on the 29th
of November, and reached home on December 5.
.
I have thus given a. somewhat detailed account of my movements, in order that the Department may have some idea, though still an inadequate one, of the labor, expense, and
perplexity incident to the position which I hold. Nor arc these peculiar to this year alone.
Every year necessitates about the same amount of labor and expense, varied sometimes by
episodes in accordt~.nce with the state of the weather and the roads, involving extra hardships and expense, which cannot be avoided if the duties are to be discharged for the interests
of the service. Most gladly would I adopt any course to lighten both, but hitherto have
been unable to discover any mode by which it can be done. Situated 200 miles from Salt
Lake, our base of supplies, where all of our business must be done, which is also our postoffice, with an outrageously bad road even at the most favorable season of the year, almost
impassable from snow for at least four months, and exceedingly dangerous from high
water for at least three months more, it will readily be seen under what disadvantages we
labor; and the Department will not, I apprehend, be astoni bed or complain should its
communications not reach us sometimes for months after they are sent, or ours not reach it
in due season.
THE INDIANS, THEIR. NUMBER, LOCATTON, ETC.

The whole number of Indians properly belonging to this reservation, from the most accurate count and estimate we can get, is 639, located as follows: '!'abby's band, or all
those who reaognize him as their nominal chief, numberiug 439, are located on this reservation, all engaged more or less in farming, and come more immediately under the civilizing influences of the agency; Kenosh's band, numbering abont 125, Joc•ated south of Utah
Lake, have never resided on this reservation, though some of them visit this agency, and
when here receive supplies. It is understood they are somewhat engaged in farming, though
to what extent I am nnable to state. Captain Joe's band, numbering about 75, al o Jocat d
south of Utah Lake, in an Pete County. This latter band pent one y ar on this re ervation since I have bad charge, but from an unwilling-ness of Captain Joe and hi band
to submit to Tabby's control, and also, as I am well a ured, from outside influence ,
they left, and though promising to return, have never done so, though some of them are
!requen_tly here and receive supplies. This band is also, to a greater or Jess extent, engaged
m Jarnnng. I have endeavored to induce Joe's band to return, and also Kenosh and hi·
band, ~nd m>~ke this re ervation their home, but from the indi po ition of the e chie('
and tbe1r bands to coalesce, also from the fact, a.~ intimated above, that the latter two are
und r antagonistic out ide in flu nces, I have not been able to act:omplish this result.
0 T IDE ANT AGO I 'l\f,

It i unplea. ant to me to be compelled to speak harshly or condemnatory of the conduct of
tho~ e among whom I resid , and with whom I mu. t con•e in contact in the di charge of my
~uti , for~ am well a war , from pn t experi nee, how much they can thwart my plan and
mt r~ r w1th the b_ "r vol. ut d igns of the 'overnment. I do not refer to the gr at body
of t_be P op~ of tb1
e~ntory, for I have every rea. on to believe they would be glad to ai
me 10 s cunng tb locat1 n of all the Indians in the T rritory OL this re erva.tion, and be
fr . d from ann yan~ and ever tax upon them lves. I haYe, however, the be t po . ible
v1den , bort of d1r ·t p r ?nal kuowledg , to b Jieve that some of the leaders of the Mormon. Chur ·h hav , [rom mot1v . b t known to th m lv , tried to keep the Indian of thi
'Icmtory un r then con rol, n r have they been altog ther un ucce ful. I have had thi
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influence to contend with ever since I came to the Territory. Not only has it been exerted
upon those Indians outside, to keep them away, but on those who are loeated here, to induce
them to leave. This I have from the Indians themselves, and I have full confiilence in their
statements. They have baptized all they could get to submit to their rites. Kenosh and
Captain Joe are members of the Mormon Church, as are also many, if not all, of their bands.
Kenosh told me himself that he would come to this agency if Brigham would let him. Another,
believed to be reliable, told me that Brigham tried to persuade him not to come to the agency,
and to use his influence on others to induce them to leave and stay away, telling him that
Washington had nothing to do with them. From what has been stated, the small number
of Indians on this reservation, and the lack of more complE:te success, may be, to some extent, accounted for.
UINTAH UTES-THEIR FARMING OPERATIONS, ETC.

What follows must be considered as referring entirely to what we denominate the Uintah ·
Utes, as from what has been stated it will be seen they are the only Indians who come di·
rectly and fully under the control Qf this agency. When I was advised last fall by the Department that, in consequence of the small amount of the appropriation for Utah, our Indians
could not receive annuities as usual, I apprehended much dissati&faction, and even trouble,
but especially was I apprehensive of the influence it might have upon their farming operations and 'industrial habits. I immediately called them together and explained as well as
possible that the failure of Congress to grant the means was the cans~ of the non-reception
of their usual presents. After a long consultation among themselves, and during \vbich I
must say my sympathies were much excited on their behalf, they said, ''All right; Washington heap poor now; we will hunt more buck-skins, and heap farm next year, and may be
Wa~bington give us more blankets." I encouraged this noble resolution, expressed my sympathy and regret on their behalf, and assured them that I would do all I could to h.elp them,
and secure all I could for them. It will be gratifying to the Department and all friends of
these Indians, as it certainly is to myself, to know tbut they have nobly redeemed their promises, as I think the statements hereinafter made and the statistical report herewith will fully
show.
They have in cultivation this year about 300 acres, most of it in wheat. Much of this
land they have cleared and plowed for the first time, and inclosed with rude fencing. We
are now cutting their grain, whjch looks unusually promising, but we cannot, of course, tell
exactly how much they will have, but from a careful estimate I have put their wheat at 1,200
bushels; oats, 300; barley, 40; potatoes, 500; corn, 400; and turnips, 45; besides other vegetables of much value to them. Some of my employes think I have put the estimate too low,
especially wheat, which, as remarked, looks unusually well, except that it is much injured
by smut. Judging from my estimates last year, which were sustained by the results, so far
as we could test them, I feel assured that the above estimates are within what the results will
show. These results have been secured almost entirely by their own labor. In all their farming operations my employes merely superintend and instruct them, and see that their teams
and implements are kept in order, except in cutting and thrashing with machinery, where
skillful management is required. The Indians do all the binding, })auling, and most of the
labor in thrashing. They have also put up about 25 tonE! of hay, to be used in next spring's
farm-work, evidence of forethought and preparation not heretofore shown.
THEIR WEALTH IN STOCK AND MANAGEMENT SHOWING PROGRESS IN CIVILIZATION.

It is difficult to estimR.te the number of stock owned by our Indians, as they are much
sGattered and generally kept at some distance from the ·agency, on the best pastures ; · but
from the best information I have been able to obtain, I am led to believe they must have
from 800 to 1,000 hoad of horses and mules, many of them good, and about the same number of cattle, also a few goats, hogs. and sheep. Were their stock equally distributed they
would han a pretty good supply for all, but, as it is with white people, some have more
than they need, some few, and others none at all. ~orne of them are making their stock
available for their own subsistence and the purchase of .articles for use and comfort. They
have among them four wagons, which they have purchased or traded stock for, two of
them new, with new sets of harness. They have also 10 or 12 yoke of oxen, traded for during_ the year, and such is tho desire among many of them to sec-qre wagons and teams of
theu own that I doubt not that, before another year, most of t.hose who are able will have
them. I have encouraged and aided them in this direction as far as possibte, believing it to
be to their true interests and progress to acquire what they needed by their own resources
and energy.
FURTHER EVIDENCES OF PROGRESS IN CIVILIZATION.

Much that bas been aheady said, I think, unmistakably points in this direction. There
are mauy other things whi~h, though hardly appreciuble by an occasional visitor, yet to those
who have known the conduct and habits of these Indians several years are marked and significant. The past year has been distinguished by an unusual kindness of manner and
respectful treatment, not only of myself, but of all persons belonging to the agency; by a
willingness to receive and follow in tructions; by an observance ofthe Sabbath, and often by
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the respectful and even serious attendance upon religious services on the Sabbath; by their abstinence from all vulgar or profane language; indeed, in most of these particulars their example might be copied with propriety by: many white men in this Territory who have enjoyed the
benefits of civili~ation; by their growing desire for houses and the furniture necessary for
comfort and convenience; by their inclination, so far as they can secure it, to adopt citizens'
dress; by their giving up their medicine men, and applying to us in cases of sickness and death
for relief and comfort.
HEALTH; BIRTHS, AND D.EATHS.

The health of our Indians is comparatively good, though there is mucb complaining and
many applications for medicine, especially if the medicine is of a stimulating nature and not
unpleasant. We discourage the use of medicines without we are satisfied they will be beneficial, and there is no possibility of their being injurious. They are like children, and even
some adult white persons, who resort to medicine for every slight indisposition. This,. of
course, w:e do not wish to encourage. There are, however, many serious cases, most of w hlCh
re·sult fatally. Some might, I doubt not, be relieved had we a skillful physician and hospital facilities, so that they might be properly treated and cared for. Without the latter the
services of the former would be comparatively unavailing. Among the adults there are some
confirmed invalids, and though they are not entirely laid up, yet they are unable to work, and
will ere lorig pass away. Since I commenced this report one death has occurred, which has
most forcibly demonstrated the necessity for medical aid and advantages in serious cases.
Myself and some of my employes visited him, and administered sut:h remedies as we could,
but without avail, and we were compelled to witness his excruciating suffering, and the
anguish of his relatives and friends, without the ability to relieve the one or to administer consolation to the others. This is by no means an unimportant feature in the service under my
charge. 0, how I long at such times for knowledge and skill to help, and for all the resources
of their as well as of my own language, that I might be able to point them to the only
source of aid and comfort in such emergencies!
It would seem from the reported number of births and deaths, for the last two years at
least, that our number is on the increase, and yet from the same report our aggregate nu~
ber is less than ever before. . This apparent contradiction I am unable to explain, except 1t
be upon the hypothesis that we are gradually arriving at a more accurate count in the aggregate, and fail in this respect as to births and deaths, which I am inclined to think is the
fact; for the conviction has forced itself upon my mind that our Indians are decreasing, and
must, unless some decided interposition on their behalf, in a generation or so pass away ~s
a·band or tribe. Without doubt their partial change of habits and customs will have tb1s
tendency, witbont a more thorough change and complete adoption of civilized habits and
pursuits. In my opinion the transition state will always be attended by a decrease in num·
bers.
MISSIONS AND SCHOOLS.

No mission, properly so called, has ever been established in this agency. In all religious
and benevolent as well as secular undertakings, means and efforts are brought into requisition where it is thought they will produce the best results. This bas, I presume, not been
deemed as promising a neld as others, hence the failure. I do not quite adopt this view,
though I cannot change it. I am strongly inclined to the opinion, though our agency is
small, that the devoted efforts of one missi.onary, male or female, would in a series of years
produce as beneficent results as the same amount of labor among any other Indian tribe.
Our school bas been suspended for nearly a year and a balffor the want of funds, and also
because it was thought the results did not justify the expense. Much good manifestly resulted from it while in operation, but certainly not as much as we bad hoped for or desired,
nor as much comparatively as there would have been secured bad we been able to continue
H, and I fear that much of the ground gained has been lost through the want of continued
cultivation. The best results, in my opinion, can only be secured with any Indian tribe,
but especially with ours, by the permanent establishment of a manual-labor boarding-school
for both sexes, where the pupils can be kept separated from the body of the tribe most of
the ti.me, and taught habits of cleanliness, propriety of conduct among themselves, and
especially among the sexes, and indu trial habits. I regard it as essential to the elevation
anu civi1ization of Indians that special efforts should be made to redeem the character of
the women from the low estimate and degraded condition in which it is held. In this regard
I think a manife t improvement i going on among many of our Indians, but much, very
much, r mains to be accompli bed which cannot so soon or so effectually be done as with
such a school a i indicated above. We, of course, have not bad, nor can we yet have,
such a one. ~ut. having a; school-house and mos~ of the appliances nece sary for a daychool,. and behevmg that a small amount expended in the hire of a female teacher, and the
reop nmg of our cbool, would be productive of good results, I applied to the Department
~ r :-oo t be expended in this way, which was kindly granted . We are daily expecting
the arrival df our. teacher, an.d hop to reopen our school by pteml.Jer 1. We do not
e. pect to accomp!J. h great thmgs, but, as I have already said to the epMtment, we do
hope to cure re ults which will amply justify the expenditure of the . mall amount alliH ed.
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TRADING·l'OST AND TRADING.

After the adoption of the new regulations by the Department, in accordance with the act
of Congress of August 15, 1876, my trader, whose license had expired, declined to renew it,
stating that the trade would not warrant so much trouble and expense, especially as ,t he saleof guns and ammunition was prohibited, which was a material part thereof. He "ished to
continue trading without license, and indeed I felt inclined to permit him to do so, till I
could see if some modification of the regulations could not be procured, so far as our agency
was concerned, believing·that it was for the interests of our Indians, and that no evil could
result therefrom; but as he refused to comply with the regulations relative to the sale of'
arms and ammunition, I ordered him to remove his goods, which was accordingly done.
He transferred his store to Ashley's Ford, about 30 miles distant, but outside the reservation ~
Since that time I have been unable to find any one who was willing to take the post and
submit to the new regulations. We have consequently had no trader during the last year.
I .would respectfully submit that this is a source of much inconvenience and some loss to our
Indians, and that they are very desirous for a trader, and wished me to let them get one. I .
told them to do so, if they could find a good man who was willing to eomply with the regulations. Hitherto they have not succeeded. I would, therefore, earnestly request on their
behalf that, if possible, some relaxation of the rules and regulations be made so far as this
agency is concerned, that our Indians may have the benefit of a trading-post.
From the fact that we have had no regular trader, it is imposible to give, except approximately, the value of the products of the chase. The amount talten has been without doubt
as much as last year, viz, 2,500 pounds, but the· reduction in price, · nearly 50 per cent., has
greatly reduced their value .. The most forcible argument for liberal terms for trading at this
post is, that it keeps our Indians more at home, and they are unab.le to get liquor which they
sometimes bring in with them in small quantities.
ISSUE OF SUPPLIES.

The provision of law is that supplies of subsistence be issued weekly, but provision is als(}
made that, with the consent of Department, they may be issued at longer interv-als. Believ...
ing it to be best in our situation, and with the limited amount we have t.o issue, that every two
weeks would give better satisfaction, I app1ied for permission thus to issue, which was
granted. We endeavor to observe, as far as practicable, the provisions of law and instructions, that those who are able should work to the value of supplies issued.
EMPLOYRS, BUILDINGS, ETC.

The following is a list of my employes, with their Ralaries: one carpenter, w h:; acts as
wagon-maker, miller, and sawyer, $1,000 per annum ; one head farmer, $900; one blacksmith, $DOO ; one herder, $600; one laborer, $600; and one interpreter, $300 ; also one female
teacher, just arrived, and will commence service September 1, $i100. These employes are all
of good moral character, all, except blacksmith and interpreter, professors of religion. Three.
of them, viz, carpenter, farmer, and laborer, have their families with them, are all industrious, and take an interest in the service and the welfare of the Indians. Myself and all my
employes furnish our own subsistence. I am much pleased with my present force, and am
well assured they will compare favorably with any other, both in industry and character.
'l'be buildings on this agency consist of one large frame, containing engine and grist, saw,
and shingle mills, with ample room for storing grain; one double frame, two stories, with
shed-rooms attached, for two families; one school-bouse, two stories and wing, frame, in
which the agent resides, occupying also rooms in main building; one carpenter-shop, one
blacksmith-shop, and one slaughter-house, log, with shingled roof; one trader's house, part
frame and part log, now occnpied by carpent.er and family ; one large double stable, log,
upon w bich we have put an additional frame story, being necessary for the storage· and protection of hay, covered for the present with boards till we can manufacture shingles for the
purpose. We have built for the Indians, with their assistance, during the year, three houses,
two frame and one log, and hope to be able, after the crops are secured, to build one more
frame and some log houses. These latter we think _are better for them, being warmer, inasmuch as we cannot plaster frame houses, but some of the principal Indians are ambitious to
have houses like .mrs, and we try to gratify them as far as possible.
·
GOVERNME 'T FARMING.

As intimated in my last annual report, we have not found it profitable or advisable to farm
on overnment account, especially as our force is small, and the Indians require special attention and assi tance during the farming season. We have,· therefore, attempted nothing
furth~r than the raising of oat and cutting bay for use of Government stock. By putting in
extra time and using extra exertions my employes have also raised some potaLoes and other
vegetables fH their own us .
In concln ion, I will venture to call the attenti n of the DPpartment to suggestions made
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in closing my last annual report relative to the gratuitous distribution of annuity and othe
goods. 'l'he more I reflect upon this,subject the more I am impressed with its importance
in the development of Indian character and civilization. It would be a kind of corilpul·
sory mode of inducing them to walk alone. Nor would I have anything furnished them
but ·such articles as .are necessary for subsistence and clothing, and articles to be used in
farming and domestic operations. · I would suggest further, as a means of compelling them
to use their best exertions to prepare themselves for self-sustenance, that a time be set, at a
reasonable distancA in the futme, and that they be distinctly notified of it, at which all Governent supplies shall cease. It would be well, before such a m eas ure be adopted, that they
be furnished pretty liberally with teams and farming implements, and also, those that have
none, with stock, so that, after the expiration of the time appointed, most, if not all, would
be enabled to subsist comparatively comfortably. Most of them, as things now stand,
though I have endeavored to convince them to the contrary, seem to think that the Government will always supply them as heretofore. This, though the people and Government of
the United States are proverbially generous, will not be the case, and the sooner all those
who have the means and opportunities for providing for themselves are made aware of the
·
fact the better.
The suggestions .thus given might not be suitable or applicable to all agencies, but I am
clear in thinking that some course similar to the one above indicated would be for the best
·future interests of Indians under my charge ; and this leads me to this further remark and
suggestion, that legislation in Indian matters should have reference to the character and
degree of progress they have made in civilized pursuits. General laws are frequently inapplicable to particular cases.
Respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
J. Jo CRITCHLOvY,
Tlnited States Jr.~ dian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CoLVILLE INDIAN AGENCY,

Fort Colville, Wasl£ington 'l'errit01oy, August 23, 1877.
Sm: I have the honor to submit my fifth annual report of the condition of the Indian service under my charge.
·
Owing to the limited appropriations for the ag-el'\cies in this Territory, for the past fiscal
year, the Indians of this agency have received little or nothing in the way of assistance from
the Government. They have, nevertheless, shown the same commendable efforts to improve
their condition, by engaging in civilized pursuits to the extent of . their means, and are, as I
think, entitled to much credit in declining to take any part in the neighboring hostilities,
although often importuned to do so, but have steadily maintained their peaceful and friendly
disposition toward the w bites.
·
'!'he council called at this place by Col. E. C. Watkins, United States Indian inspector,
for the 27th of June, 1 77, being postponed on account of the Indian outbrE~ak, was convened at the Spokan Falls on the 16th August following, when the question of locating the
Indians upon suitable reservations was considered, and an addition proposed to the present
ColvHle reserve, which would include the principal fisheries on the Columbia and Spokan
Rivers, and furni sh sufficient arable land for the tribes located upon it. As the Upper
Spokans and Colvill~ band of Pend d' Oreilles manifest orne reluctance to go upon the reserve
a igned them, many of them having farms and improvements where they are at pre ent, it
is my opinion that ample time should be given them to di, po e of their property ere removing, as the country will not, in all probability, be required for settlement for some years.
The recent a ignment of the Cceto.r d' .dUne Indian , numbering 4~0, to thi agency, mcrea es the number of Indians und r my charge to 3,457, a near a can be ascertained without actual count.
ince my la t annual report, it has been found that the tribes of aiL
:f!oels and Methoios have been overestimated in numbers, or that they have ufferod a reductton of about 110, by members uniting them elves, a i often the case, to other trib s-.
'!'he Indian boarding-school ha b en carried on duriug the po.. t year nuder contrarot between the Hon. Commi ioner of Indian fftt.ir and the Rev . .J. B. A. Brouillet, dated ecember , 1 76. A full compl ment of scholars have been in attendance, and the progre of
the pupil. h been satio factory in every re pect.
Ther ha been no lack of zeal on the part of the Catholic and oth r mi. , ionarie who have
labored o Jon among the tribe of thi. agency to induce them to mbrace a Cbri tian life i
and tho ir ffoort ar .rewarded. ~y th peac ful bearing of their congregation , and tho readidue the 1 ter of
n ° w1th wlnch th 1r admomt1on. are li tened t . Mnch cr dit is al
hl\rity for the car an attention given the ick in the ab,; nee of re"ular medical attendanc
°
'l'be dvan age t the aD'enc fr m the employment of a phyo icil\n and miller, from the
commeucem nt of tb pr P.ut 6 c l year, are alrea•Jy apparent, the u efulne of the fot mer
0

0

0
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however, has been veJ:y much impaired by the non-arrival of the regular supply of medical
stores.
From the diminished number of salmon taken by the Indians A.t the different fisheries this
season, in consequence, it is believed, of the large quantity caught near the mouth of the
Columbia for canning and other purposes, it is feared that application willlia.ve to be made
to the Government for assistance during the coming winter, as there will, in all ·probability,
be much suffering from an insufficiency of food.
As the Indians of this agency have now the location of .their reserve designated to them,
and their number increased by the assignment of the Cceur d'Alenes, the necessity for a liberal appropriation to aid them in establishing themselves is evident.
No buildings having been erected for the use of the agent and employes of this agency
during the sixteen years of its· existence, I respectfully request that my constant application
for them may receive the consideration of the Department.
In closing this report, I again respectfully take occasion to renew the recommendation
made in my annual report for 1876, for extending the criminal laws of the United States over
the Indians under my charge, for the reasons therein st11ted. The statistical report of this
agency is herewith ipclused .
. Very respectfully, your obedient servant.,
JOHN A. SIMMS,
United States Indian Agent.
The CoMMISSlONER OF !~DIAN AFFAms.

Nt~All· BAY

wAS:ijJNGTON

TERRITORY,
August 18, 1~77.
SIR: As directed by your circular dated Jul.v 10, 1877, I proceed to communicate such
facts respecting the condition and prospects of affairs in my agency as are proper to be embodied in this my fourth annual report.
It would be grati(ying, if the facts would justify it, to report as the result of my three
years' residence with the Makalt Indians radical improvements in their character and manner of life. To this end the Government has been incurring large expense for many years,
and the country is impatiently waiting for the promised harvest of social reform, of moral
regeneration, and of material prosperity among these burdensome people.
1f

•
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*

•

*

.,.

I do not claim to have produced any ve'ry marked results upon the tribe under my control ·
as. yet. If my work should be soon interrupted, the fruit of it in all probability would not
long be visible. What I do claim is that a system of measures has been introduced looking
to the ultimate overthrow of barbarism, and the ultimate establishment of civilized life
among these people; a system of measures which have never failed, when properly encouraged and faithfully and continuously carried out, to improve and ameliorate the condition of
whatever savage race has been made the subject of them.

*

..,.

*

*

*

*

*

I did n.o t undertake this work with the expectation of rapid improvement in the manners
of the adult Indians. I did not expect them to abandon their rude lodges suddenly or to
take on the customs or costumes of civilized people. To reconstruct the domestic life and
social habits of any barbarous race is the work of a generation.
* To prepare this
or any other savage people for these high results, the work must begin in ehildhood. And
it is not enough that the children be seut to school three or six or nine months in a year for
a few years, dwelling meanwhile in their native camps and imb.ibing the i~fl.uence of their
savage surroundings. * * * I therefore started out with the plan of separating the children to the utmost extent of my ability from the home and influence of their parents; the plan
of taking them entirely out of Indian life and putting them at once and entirely into civilized life.
In carrying out this purpose I have had to encounter the most persistent and unanimous
opposition of the tribe. Por more than a year I depended upon persuasive measures, prefer-r ing, if possible, to win the children to me and bring the parents into sympathy with n1y
work by kindness rather than by coercion. Pinding, at leng~h, that I could not do this, I
resolved to take high ground with them and carry the point by force. The first trial was a
severe one and was made a test of the principle of coercion. It resulted in the surrender of
the child demanded after the offender had lain two nights and one day in prison, and effectually settled the controversy with the ·whole tribe. Seeing that I was in earnest, that wit.hholding their children would only subject them to punishment, they no longer confronted me
with positive refu a!, but yielded to the requirement with great reluctance and after exhausting every device imaginable to induce me to yield to their wishes. Still, when once the
point was gained, there was in every instance an end to the issue. The children, finding
themselves comfortably situated and kindly treated, soon became content and happy, anc.l
the parents seem to abate ail their oppo it:on, and acquiesce in a friendly spirit.
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I inaugurated the school in my own family, and have continued it thus far under my owy
personal supervision. My house is the home of the children. To me and to my wife then
look for protection and for parental guidance. TeaGhers and other employe> in the school
are merely assistants to carry out our plans and help us do whatever we find needful to be
done. A change of teachers works no change in the system of the school. If a teacher
re~igns, or for any cause be clisabled, the children do not, on that account, scatter to the
camps. The children are still at home in our family, and upon us devolves the superadded
labor of their instruction until other help can be obtained. It is only by these means that
I can expect permanently good resulta. There must be a plan, for the permanent carrying
out of which somebody must be responsible, and other things being equal, the agent himself is better situated for it than any one else.
·
As to the results of the school, thus far, it is enough to say that they are such as to greatly
encourage us. The majority of the pupils are young children, and are yet in the elementary
lessons. The older pupils, who have been longest with us, have made creditable proficiency
in reading, writing, and in numbers. They have been practiced in most kinds of domestic
work; the boys in gardening, haulin~ and cutting wood, and in general chores; the girls
in housekeeping and needle-work. In personal habits and moral character, while there is
yet room for improvement, it is certain that good progress in the right direction has been
made; nor is there anything to discourage the hope that they will grow up to be men and
women of upright character. If all in the tribe were as good as those in the schoo l, nobody
would doubt that the next generation would be in every respect a better people. 'l'o bring
them all in is now the object of my main endeavor.
When it was ascertained that Indian hostilities east of the mountains had drawn off all
military defenses from the sound-countr.y, there was fear in some minds of trouble among
the tribes living upon these waters. I am happy, however, to report that no insubordination
has appeared among those of this agency, and that I have no apprehension of any. While,
· however, this is the case in this immediate agency, wisdom would dictate precaution against
any poss1ble outbreak here or elsewhere, and I have noticed with pleasure the annountement
in the dispatches of the ordering of a man· of-war to cruise in Puget Sound. The presence of
such an instrumentality will inspire universal confidence and banish all danger.
In previous reports and correspondence I have urged the importance of improving the
tide-lands of the reservation. As my work progresses, the necessity of this will btJcome more
and more imperative. When the boys and girls go out from the school to settle in homes of
their own, they must have farms on which they can subsist. The timber-land, covered as it
is with heavy growth of evergreen timber, is not worth clear_ing. ·Indians will never undertake to clear it. The best lands we have in the Territory for cultivation are tide-lands, and
of these there are enough on the reservation, properly improved, to subsist the whole tribe.
By reference to statistics of farming, given in answer to the specific inquiries herewith
returned, it will be perceived that this is not an agricultural reservation. The reservationfarm, which is situated upon the sea-coast south of Cape Flattery, contains in its inclosure
about 100 acres, with a comfortable farm-bouse, barn, and outhouses. But the. land is
sandy and sterile, and the productions limited. There is a cleared field, at Neah Bay, of
probably 20 acres. In this 1s the reservation-garden, cnltivated chiefly by the school, and a
small meadow. By means of fertilization this tield is made to prod uee grass anJ vegetables
for the use of the age:ocy. But, naturally, this field is also sterile, and if we had good arable
land elsewhere it would not pay to till i r.
.
'l'be prairie-land~~ of the reservation, forming the valley of the Waatch Creek and of the
Suez River, are s11bject to overflow by the tide. On these there is produced annually thou·
sand of ton of the finest natural gra ·s, which, but for tide-water, could be made into hay,
and yield a profitable income. The land, if diked, could be made to produce barley, oats,
potatoes, and all the esculent roots in great abundance, and furnish the best inducement to
the Indians to turn their attention to farming. As it is, they have no temptation to cultivate
land. The upland of tl1e reservation is either barren sea-beach, or else it is timber-land, cover d with spruce and hemlock, to clear which would co. t hundreds of dollars per acre-an
undertaldng quite out of the quli)stion with Indians. The expense of diking the tide-lands
wo~ld not exceed three dollar per acre, if done according to the plan recommended by the
engmeer who surveyed the valley and projected the improvement in May, 1~75, whose
report, with the accompanying map, are now on file in the Commissioner's office.
That proj cted dike, of less than half a mile, with a tide-gate in the river, would r claim
a thou and acre of the fin t agricultural land in the country, which would be ready for the
plow as on as uiked. 'l'hen th re w uld remain in the uez Valley, a little farther outh,
nougb of pa. ture-land for all the , tock on there ervation. This improvement iovolv . not
nly t~ que tion of _elf- uppo;t, it involves the paramount qnest.ion of civilization. When
tb ch1ldren ?f the !nb , now m cour e of tb ir duc.:ation, ball go out from chool, shall
th y .h - prov1led w1th a chance. to live a civilized p13ople live, or ball they be forced for
·~b. 1 t nc back to th ocrupatwo and home of their father. 1 This is the impor ant que •
1on, and
ann t cl e tlJJ r •p rt without r peating the recommendation, cveral times
mlldo her t ~ .r th!"t m an b appr pria.t d to r claim th
land .
a. In\' mtP~t~on to. hnv vi. it d th
uillebnte , rrc ntly trll.n ~ rred to my juri ]ic.I
IOD b fme ubm1t mg tl11 rl'porl. Bnt fiudin it impo. f'iule to do this without delaying my
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report beyond the time pi·egcribed, I have concluded to defer my visit and make my observations there the subject of a special report after my return. The leading facts concerning
. them, as collected at second-hand, will be found below. I do not expect they can be indueed
to come to the reservation to r~ide permanently. They are much attached to their ancient
home. They have good fishing-ground and plenty of game, and tbe probability is that it
will be best not to disturb them at present. Of this, however, I can speak more definitely
after visiting them in person.
From the foregoing statements, and from the facts and figures given in the accompanying
list of inquiries, it will be seen that the educational work of the agency is of more consequence than all else beside. It cannot fail to be observed, furthermore, that it is no sinecure
to the agent and his family; that assuming the care and guardianship of fifty Indian children, with a prospect of greatly exceeding that number soon, places the laboring oar heavily
in their hands, and entitles them to th~ sympathy, encouragement, »nd co-operation. of the
department. This, I am happy to believe, we have received in the past to the extent of the
Commissioner's means and ability. Appropriations have been forwarded promptly, and in
amounts as liberal as the law of Congress rendered it possible. Marked kindness has been
shown the agent in the settlement of his accounts, and in the bearing of financial burdens
created by outside parties maliciously for acts performed . in obedience to official directiou.
:For this, and for the uniformly kind <tnd respectful spirit of all official correspondence, I can
do no less than record my most grateful 'a nd heartfelt acknowledgments.
·
Respectfully submitted this ltlth day of August, A. D. 1877.
C. A. HUNTINGTON,
United States Indian Agent.

The CoMMISSlONER OF INDIAN AF'FAIRS.

UNITED S'I'ATES INDIAN AGENT FOR THI•: PUYALLUP,
NISQUALLY, AND OTHER INDIAN TRIBES,
Olympia, Washington Ter., August 20, 18i7.
SiR: I II accoruance wit It instructions contained in your circular (with blanks for statistics)
of July 10, 11:177, I have thtl honor to submit the following as my second annual report as
United StatEs Indian agent for tlw reservations, tribes, and bands belonging to this agency.
0FF;CE

LIMITS OF AGENCY.
I suppose it is settled that the district of country now embraced in tLis agency contains
but five Indian reservations. At. the wdting of my last annual report I supposed it to contain six, but it seems that in this supposition I differed with those above me in authority.
This is a matter of too much importance to be left in doubt. Section 2066 of the Revised
Statutes United States requires that "the limits of each (agency) sllall be established by the
Secretary of the Interior either by tribes or geographical boundaries." I am very sure that
the limits of this agency have not been, and do not know that those of any other agency in
the Territory have been, so defined. The Indians of this Territory are not restricted to
reside upon reservations, and large numbers of them roam away from their reservations and
reside npon unoccupied government lands at such places as may suit them from time to time;
and as intoxicating liquors are often sold to them at snch places, and as it is necessary, in
prosecutions for selling such liquors to Indians, to prove that they were under charge of an
Indian agent at the time, and as Indian agents are often called on as witnesses on such
points, it is sometimes difficnlt for an Indian agent to testify, from the locality at which the
liquor was sold, whether it was 1Vithin the limits of his agency or ·n ot. For this and other
reasons I respectfully request that the limits of this ageucy shall be. established as the law
directs.
MUCKLESliOOT RESERVATION.
In my last annual report I mentioned the fact that both my predecessor and self bad been
acts of jurisdiction over the Muckleshoot J ndian reservation, and that Agent Chirouse, of the Tulalip ag'e ncy, bad also been exercising such acts; and to prevent an actual
conflict of jurisdiction the que&tion as to what ageney it belonged should be authoritatively
settled by the department at Washington. From the fact that said reservation had been
authorized and set apart for the "Upper Puyallups" at the great council or conference at
Fox Island, near Steilacoom, in Augu t, 18f6, between Governor Stevens and other offi~ers, on behalf of the
nited States, and the Medicine Creek Treaty Indians, who had been
called together by Gov rnor !evens to readjust their reservations, as fixed by treaty in
December, I 54, with which tl ey had become very much dissatisfied, and from the further
fact that the ~1uckle hoot, Puyallup, and Nisqually reservations were all set apart at said
council for the Medicine Creek Treaty Ind.ans, I believed that the Muckleshoot,. Puyallup,
~xercising
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Nisqually, and Squaxin reservations, (the latter is the only remairting original treaty reservation,) all rightfully and legally belonged to this agency, which includes Indians and reservations, parties to said treaty, also all of the non-treaty tribes and bands of West Wash·
ington. Bnt from the fact that in 1860 the Muckleshoot .eservation had been assigned,
without legal authority, by Agent Simmons to the Point Elliott or Tulalip agency, (see report
of Commissioner Indian Affairs for 1860, pp 193 and 194,) which assignment had been
blindly acquiesced in for many years, Agent Chirouse believed he had rightful jurisdiction
over the Muckleshoot reservatbn.
After repetlted applications by me to have a decision upon this matter, the Ron. Commis·
sioner of Intlian Affairs, under date of March·l4, 1877, answerep me, somewhat tartly, that
he was "not aware that any question exists upon the point indicated, except as made by"
myself, &c., and that ''the reservation belongs to the Tulalip agency." So that matter is
at las.t settled, and I .am relieved frorp reporting -as to the Muckleshoot reservation and Indians
PUYALLUP RESERVATION.

As your said circular of instructions of July 10, 1A77, requires that annual reports ''should
contain such general informt~tion, !teretufore reported, as in itself to afford to one who inquires
for the first time respecting your (my) Indians a fair picture of their condition," I feel that
I am not only licensed but, to some extent, comrmlnded to draw upon my last annual report
and those of former years to fill out a truthful picture of the condition of the Indians of this
agency for general information.
·
The Puyallup reservation is altogether the most important of the five now belonging to
this agency. There is fully as much good agricultural land upon it and about as many Indians belonging to it as to all of the other four reservations combined. It contains in all
H:l,06Jt acres of land, at least two-thirds of which is very rich agricultural land, but it is all
heavily timbered, except what has been cleared and between 200 and 300 acres of tide-flats.
HOMESTEADS AND IMPROVEMENTS.

Over J 50 homestea-ls have been taken by Indians on this reservation. mostly in 40-acre lots;
an increase of 30 over last year. The a~gregate of land now under cultivation upon all
their claims is 945 acres; ah increase of 130 acres over last year.
TITLES TO HOMESTEADS.

Soon after coming to this Territory as superintendent of Indian affairs, I discovered that
the bane of our Indian system aml the prime cause of its failure was the fact of communing
tribes upon reservations like herds of cattle in fenced pastures, without any individual property in the soil. (See Report Commissioner Indian Affairs for 1872, pp. 3:l9 and 3:~0.) So I
set to work and succeeded in getting twelve of the fifteen Indian reservations in this Territory,
including all in this agency, surveyed into 40-acre lots, for the purpose of having the Indians
to take homesteads and obtain individual titles to the same like white men.
As soon as surveys were completed, I encouraged Indians to take claims on their reservations in accordance with the surveyed lines, build houses on and improve them, and I would
see that every one who would do so would get a. title or " paper" from the government
for his <'.la.im. ~~rom the fact that tbt) sixth article of the Medicine Creek treaty provides (see Revision of Indian Treaties, pp. 562 and 56~~) that the Indians of said treaty
should have the privilege of taking separate permanent homes on their respective reservations "on the same terms and subject to the same regulations as are required in the sixth
article of the treaty with the Omahas, so far as the same m~~oy be applicable;" and from' the
fact that said sixth ~~.rticle of the treaty with the Omahas provides (see Revision of Indian
Treaties, p. 639) that the "President may issue a patent to such persons or families" as
''have made a location on land for a permanent home," I supposed that the faith of the
government thus plighted would cause the Indians to receive the deeds thus promised as
fa t as the names of the Indian with the numbers and descriptions of their selections were
reported. Bnt I have been sadly di appointed so far. Either the sixth or seventh article in
ach of the other five treaLie with the Indians of this Territory contains the same provision
as that quoted from the sixth article of the Medicine Creek treaty; but I believe that none of
the a.gen of said tr aties have yet succeeded in obtaining any titles from the government
for their Indian . Mo t of the Indians of thi agency, e pecially those of the Puyallup re on after the survey and built dwellings, made 1' permanent home "
ervation, took claim
on and improv d their claim , and have procured their subsistence by the cultivation of their
farm~ like' bite men.
larry compli d with the requirements of making "permanent home ''
and 1mprovem nt four y r ago, and have been looking to me for the fultillment of my
th "pap r " for their claim . 'orne few of them have lo t faith and abanpromi e t
d~n
th .ir claim , but th . m:u . . of them have great faith in my promi. e to them, and are
t11l workmg away on th tr ch un , believing that "\ a hington '' will not let them lo e
their bow and labor.
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I most earnestly urge that the allotment .titles provided for by treaty be forwarded for the
138 names and descriptions forwarded by me for the Puyallups, a corrected list of which was
forwarded a third time to your office under date of February, 28, 1877. The reception of
these titles would do more to sti111ulate and encourage the Indians of this agency in improvng their arms and in habits of ndustry and civilization than anything else that could be
done.
SCHOOLS.

I had good industrial boarding-school building~:~ constructed at the Chehalis Indian reservation, and a good boarding-school opened,there at the beginning of 1873, (see Report Commissioner Indian Affairs for 1873, pp. 303 and 304,) but said school and all employes were
discontinued at that reservation on the 30th of June, 1875, for want of funds, since which
time there bas been no school there, which is a calamity to civilization.
I also had good industrial boarding-school buildings constructed at the Puyallup Indian
reservation in 1873, and a good boarding-school commenced there in the fall of that year,
(see Report Commissioner Indian Affairs for 1873, p. 303,) which was continued up to June
30, 1876, when it stopped for a short vacation, bnt all employes at that place were soon afterwards ordered discharged for want of funds; so there was practically no Indian school in this
agency from the 1st of July, 1876, up to the 1st of July, 1877. The Hon. Commissioner Indian Affairs, under date of 28th of March last, informed me that I would be allowed $2,200
as an employe-fund for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1877. So I employed the Rev.
M.G. Mann and wife as teacher and matron to commence a day-school there the lst of July,
or a~ soon after as it could be got ready, and to continue the day-school till funds were sent
me to purchase supplies for opening a boarding-school. Mr. Mann's annual report accompanying this shows that be bas been teaching over a dozen pupils, and that Mrs.·Mann bas
been making clothing for them from material left over from the former boarding-school.
As stated in my last annual report, (see Report Commissioner Indian Affairs for 1876, p.
139,) "a hundred Indian children coulu be l1ad to attend an industrial boarding-school on
that reservation if proper provision was made for school-room, teachers, boarding, and lodging." But the Hon. Commissioner Indian Affairs informed me, under date of July 11
ultimo,· that I could' only be allowed funds sufficient to carry on a boarding-school "for, say,
nine months, with from 20 to 25 picked boarJing pupils, and as many day-scholars as you
(I) can gather and teach." I regret the inability of the government to provide for the maintenance of all that would come, as where so many desire to attend, it will umivordably occasion some disappointment and ill feeling to discriminate in favor of some and against many
others. The funds fo.r the maintenance of the boarding-school not yet having arrived, it has
not commenced.
MISSIONARY WORK DONE AND THAT SiiOUT.D

.BE

DONE.

The Rev. M. G. Mann, of the Presbyterian Church, came to-the Puyallup reservation as a
missionary at the beginning of 1876, and soon afterward organized a church there among the
Indians. He was. placed in charge of the boarding-school there till it was discontinued, as
stated. Since then be remained there as pastor of the Indian church, which bas increased
to 149 members, and bas had a very marked and observable effect upon the moral deportment
of the Indians of that reservation. Drunkenness, gambling, and other vices, formerly so
common among them, have almost wholly ceased. Most of them attend church regularly
every Sunday, well dressed, and as cleanly and as orderly in their behavior as an ordinary
country congregation of whites. The elevating and purifying effect of Cbristial!ity was
never more apparent among any people than among the Puyallups.
I am sorry to say that there has been no missionary work of any kind among any of the
other Indians or reservations of this agency, with the exception of an occasional visit of a
Catholic priest and so me Christian people to the Nisqually reservation. With this little
exception, the Nisqually, Squaxln, Chehalis, and Shoal water Bay reservations are sadly
neglected mission fielfls. The Indians of these reservations are teachable and easily accessible, and missionary labor is as much needed among them as among any people of Africa
or India.
FAIUIING AND LABOR OPERATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS.

On the Puyallup re ervation the farming improvements during the year, like those in
moral , are very apparent. The season for farming operations bas been very favorable, and
crops of ail kinds have given or will give an abundant ·yield where they have been properly
cultured. On the Puyallup reservation, 1,04 acres are under cultivation, which is an increase of 333 acres over last year. The agricu ltural products of the Puyallup InJians during
this season are e timated as follow : Wheat, 635 bushels; corn, 140 bushels; oats, 3,465
bushels; barley, 75 bnsbel.·; potatoes, 6,745 bu bels; turnips, 2,260 bushels; onions, 3:-37
bu. bels ; bean :J, 440 bnsl1els; melons, It tons; pumpkin , 4t tons ; bay cut, 7i3 tons. The
Indian of this re ervation now own 335 bead of cattle, wbicb is tt-n increase of 111 bead over
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1ast year. There bas been some decrease in the number of horses owned by the Puyallups,
which is a good indication, as they had too many ponies for profitable use. They have in·
creased in the number of hogs owned from 60 last year to ~30 this year. But few sheep
,are owned by them, only 8. They have built 51 new houses on this reservation durmg the
year, and have cut and sold 2,035 cords of cottonwood bolts. ,Over 100 of them were engaged in working on a 25-mile branch of the Northern Pacific Railroad, which was constructed
through this reservation up to the coal mines, which is now about completed.
A very strong proof of the improvement of the Indians of the Puyallup reservation in
morals is the fact that during the constructi.on of said branch railroad through their res·ervation (over six miles) not one Indian was guilty of drunkenness or any disorderly
conduct, notwithstanding there were ·many bad and demoralized white men engag~d in said
work.
THE INDIANS OF THE SHOALWATER BAY RESERVATION

·have manifested a strong desire for improvement during the past year. Upon my recom·mendation they raised funds and hired a surveyor to lay off the agricultural portion of their
reservation (a little over 100 acres) into lots of from one to six acres. Over 30 have each
taken one of these lots. About half of them have built houses on their lots, aud others are
preparing to build on and improve their lots; and all want deeds or "papers" for their lots,
which I have promised them. Their reser~tion is situated on Shoalwater Bay, about 75
•miles southwest of this place, and contains aLout 340 acres in all.
THE NISQUALLY RESERVATION,

.sit.uated 12 miles east of this place, contains 4, 7I7t acres, about one-eighth of which is good
agricultural land. About 280 acres of it is under cultivation ·this year; no increase over
last year worth naming. They have their whole reservation surrounded by a good fence for
the purposes of a pasture, and have their little fields and gardens separately inclosed inside
the reservation inclosure. Th~ statistical table herewith inclosed shows a small increase in
the number of domestic animals and of agricultural products over last year on the Nisqually
reservation.
·
THE CHEHALIS RESEltVATION

is situated on the Chehalis River, about 20 miles southwest of this place, and contains
4,224! acres of land, over half of which is excellent agricultural land. 1 had a good school•house and commodious boarding-school buildings constructed there in 1 72, in which a good
school of from 20 to 40 pupils was kept two and a half years, but was discontinued from
July 1, 1 75, for want of funds, since which time there has been no Government employe
there. I rented t'he school-farm there again last spring on the same terms as the year previous, for the purpose of having it kept in good repair, and for the purpose of having feed
enough from the rent to feed the cattle and horses there belonging to the government, and
in the hope that funds wonlJ be allowed to reopen the school there for Indian children, of
whom ::lO or 40 could be readily had. It will be seen by the statistical table of the Chehalis
.reservation, herewith inclo. ed, that there has been A. ·falling off ti.Jis year in the amount ot
land cultivated by the Chehalis Indians as r.ompared with last year and a considerable falling off in agricultural products.
THE

QUAXIN INDIAN RE ERVATION

i an island of 1,494 acres in Puget onnd, 10 miles north of this place. For reasons stated
"i n my last a.nnuA.l report, ( ee Report Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 1 76, p. J40,) deterioration and decay is still going on among the Indians of thi reservation. Beyond a few
garden·veg tables, no agricultural products worth mentioning have been raised thi year
by them. The table of stati tirs for this re ervation, herewith inclosed, mal<es a. meager
bowing.
REA
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This spasm will f';OOn p::tss off and not probably recur soon, unless .some one with authority,
intelligence, and Christianity goes to reside with and push them along. The Nisquallies
h1we barely been prevented from falling back from the fact that they are near by and easily
aecessible. I see some of their chiefs or headmen almost daily. My interpreter and his
wife belong to that tribe, and that reservation is occasionally visited and the Indians talked
to by Christian people. The Squaxin reservation can only be visited by water, and is therefore difficult of access. The Chehalis reservation being over 20 miles distant by a rough
road, much of the time almost impassable from mud and water, is also difficult of access;
and both of these reservations being without government employes, missionaries, Christian
visitors, or other civilizing influences, save the occasional visits of the agent, are retrogradiJJg. Th e Indians of the Puyallup reservation, though 40 miles distant from the agency and
without government employes for the year previous to July 1, had the constant oversight of
a devoted missionary and of a church of near 150 members, with regular preaching and Sabbath school, and were stimulated in physical matters by the construction of a railroad through
their reservation, which brought them in contact with energetic industry and afforded remunerative employment. There is, therefore, progression among them.
SUGGESTIONS, ETC.

The honorable Commissioner, in his said circular of instructions of the 10th ultimo,
reques ts agents, in their annual report, to "make suggestions freely as to any changes considered desirable in methods employed in treatment of Indians,'' &c. The wise and excellent recommendations of the honorable Commissioner in his last annual report, as to the
necessity for a fixed and permanent Indian policy, and in regard to the "concentration
of all Indians upon a few reservations," "allotment to them of land in severalty," and
"extension over them of United States li:Lws and the jurisdiction of United States courts,"
meet my most hearty approval in every particular, with the exception of his suggestion of
the Yakama reservation as the one upon which to consolidate the Indians west of the Rocky
Monntains and north of California, though this district of country is specified only by implication.
The Yakama reservation is east of the Cascade range of mountains, and is a large and
excellent reservation, being 40 by 60 miles in extent, and mostly composed of good agricultural and pasture laud; and Agent Wilbur, who has been with the Indians of that reserva
tiou some fifteen yec:trs, ha~ been splendidly successful in civilizing them; but the climate
east and west of the Cascade Mountains in this Territory is very dissimilar, and there is
nearly as much dissimilarity in the habits and modes of living of the Indians of these t.wo
regions.
The Indians west of the Cascades resille almost wholly around tbe shores of Puget Sound,
the Rtraits of Fuca, an<l the Pacific Ocean, and on the streams empt,ying into these waters,
and subsist largely up un fish and shell-fish. Hence the change of climate and modes of
living would be no greater in moving them from west of the Caseades than to move them
at once to the Indian Territory, where good policy requires that all the Indians belonging
to our government should be gathered and permanently located as speedi ly as possibly.
In my annual report, as superintendent of Indian affairs Washington Territory, for 1874
(not published) I suggested that if it was intended to reduce the Indians west of the Cascades in this Territory to one reseroation, a~ contemplated by Gov. I. I. Stevens, when
making treaties with them, (see Revision of Indian Treaties, p. 380, art. 3,) for reasons
stated, the most suitable reservation for this purpose would be the district of country in
this T err itory bounded by the coast range of mountains on the east, the Pacioc OceaiJ on
the west, the Straits of Fuca on the north, and Gray's Harbor on the south. Before this
matter of coucentration is fixed, I respectfully suggest that what is said in said last-named
report, unuer t he heading" Consolidation of all Indians of West Washington on one reservation," be looked at and considered.
ALLOTMENT TITLES.

On all of the reservations of this agency Indians have more or less made improvements of
a permanen t nature for th e purpose of fixed homes. In all such cases I recommend that,.
when the reservations are abandoned or vacated, the Indian, at his option, be allowed'
to retain hi home with land enough to embrace his improvements, in no case to b e less thau
40 acre or more than 160, for which he shall re ceive an allotment deed for twenty-fiveyt>ars, and on{_IJ transferable to and inheritable by Indians ; and as all the Indian treaties
made in this Territory require that allotment titles shall be made in accordance with the
sixth article of the treaty with the Omahas, which requires as one of the conditions of the
patent '' th~~ot the tract sball not be a!iened or leased for a longer term than two years, ••
( ee Revision of Indian Treaties, p. 639,) to this should be added, "nor without the
co n ent of the Indi a n a ~eat in charge." Those acquainted with the gullibility of the Indian and t he cupidity or' the white man will see the n ecessi ty of this restriction.
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THE BLUNDER IN THE MEDICINE CREEK TREATY.

This blunder, by which the Indians of that treaty have been defrauded out of at least
$50,LOO, was mentioned in my last annual report, (see Report Commissioner Indian Affairs
for J 87o, p. 138,) also in my report as superintendent Indian affairs, Washington Territory,
for 1873, page 303. In the name of justice, I demand that an appropriation be made for the
payment of this money, out of which these poor I11diaLs were wronged by our government,
through her officials, near twenty-eight years ago, and that this money be applied, as mentioned in my .last annual report, to purposes of
EDUCATION.

The great truth that ignorance is the parent of vice, crime, and war, is amply proven by
the statistics and history of onr times to be as true with the Indians as with the white race,
and shows that it is infinitely more economical and better for government to educate and
civilize, and thus prevent vice, crime, and war, than to provide p enitentiaries for the repression of those who violate aud defy lH'\r laws and authority. St11tist.ics show that each convict costs the state, on an average, $1,200, while it costs but $400, on an average, to educate each youth to be an in •elligent, law-abiding, peace-JoYing citizen. The report of the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 1868 says that single Indian wars have cost our government from $30,000,000 to $4U,OOO,UOO, and that iu the :Sioux war of 1852-'54, and in the Cheyenne war of 1864, it cost our government $1,000,000 and the lives of twenty men for every
Indian warrior killed. I belie,,e it can be shown that no Indian tribe in which education
.and Christianity have been introduced bav~:~ given our government any trouble by war.
The Modocs, who ldlled General Cauhy, bad never been touched by education or Christian1ty1 as I am informed; and 1mch was tbe case with t.he Sioux who killed General Custer; and
the wild bands of the Nez Perces now on the war-path, and causing so much bloodshed and
trouble, (unlike the large majority of their tribe, with whom they have refused to affiliate,)
are witbnnt any education or Christianity. But aside from the expensive item of war, it is
the highest interc-st and duty of our government toward the Indians within her limits-her
wards-to civilize them as speed ily as possible to such an extent that they may be safely
civilized and melted into the body politic of our nation, and tl1us end our Indian policy and
bun•au. Thi. can be done by our government in oue generatiou, and our government alone
has the right, power, and ability to rlo it. Civilization is wholly an artificial acquirement,
and consists of culture, habit, and ideas aequired between infancy and mature age. Adult
lndiaus, therefore, wiLu habits and ideas lllatured and fixed, like old trees, can be but little
changed or civilized by any system of culture; but Indian children, being without fixed
,h abits and ideas, like young twigs, can be cultured and trained into civilization by beiug
pl!!ced under such teachers aud in suth schools as are mentioned in Report of Commissioner of Iudian Affairs for I H76, pa/leS 136 and 13i. Their ed ucaLion should bc> compul ory,
.and not be left to their own or to the whims of their barbaric parents. As it is a matter ot
vast importauce that our gov-ernment sLould Rtop raising generations of costly and wortble s
savages, I ask for an appropriation for the support of two such industrial boarding-schools
.a:; wentioned in said report, at the p~tge nallled.
CITJZINATION.

As there is no law by which an Indian may acquire all of the rights and privileges of a.
.citizeu of the Unitell tate , uotwith tanding he may be possessed of the highe t learning
aud ChristianiLy, (see Report Commissioner of Indian Affairs for ]
p. :3U4,) J re pectfully suggest tbe enactment of an Inllian citizenship law, fixing the requirPn1ent;;, term ,
and conditions upon wbicb Indians may become fully enfranchiEed citizens, fixing the tand.ard high. ~·uch a. law would do much to stimulate and encourage the Indians in efforts to
pa s through the rough breakers that intervene between barbarism and civilization.
I have the honor to be, very respectf~ly, your obedient servant,
R. H. MILROY,
Uuited States Indian Agent.
1'he COM~11 lONER OF INDIAN AFFAIR',

n,

QUINAIELT JNDlAN AGENCY, WA ' lliNOTON TERRITORY,

August 6, J 77.
TR : I have the honor to submit my annual report of the condition of affairs at tbi

ag n ·y.
~he pa t y ar ba.~ b en to u.s one of p race and in some rE-spects a. good degree of pro.p nty. ' be only way by wh1cb I am able to form an idea. of there ult of tbe frorts made
a tlv~li~ing is tog back a~ w years and compare the condition of the Indian then with
dun 1t 1s now. l ·am convmced there bas been a great improvement, morally ana other-
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wise. We have now nine families living in houRes built after th~ style of our ordinar.v
country dwellings, furnished with stoves, chairs, tables, and other conveniences. I think
I am safe in saying these· families, who a few years since were living in a state of most
wretched filth and inJolence, are to-clay keeping their honses and persons com pftratively
clean, and will compare favorably with the ordinary clasR of pioneer farmers. They are in·
dustrious in their way, endeavoring to make an honest living.
The number of families of the Quinaielt tribe is not over forty. Only a part of these are
llear enough to the agency to be immediately under the civilizing influences. The country
is rough and heavily timbered, and prevents communication with those living at a distance
most of the year. Consequently, the number who are in a position to be benefited by receiving inRtructions is small.
·
The other three tribes, viz, Queets, Holts, and Qui 1lehutes, live at such a distance from
the agency as to be entirely out of reach. The two latter tribes are not on thA reservation,
and are not disposed to leave their old homes, nor will they give their children to the school
as they wnuld necessarily be separated from them. I am forced to adm.t this feeling of reluctance to part with their children is not greatly different from that of white par.ents were
they placed in the same condition. The Indian is, as a consequence of his ignorance, entirely incapable of estimating the value of education, and instead of f:eeing a blessing in it
for his child, he fears it will prove a means of placing an impassable gulf separating and
alienating his child from him. This is one of the greatest obstacles to be met and overcome
in the task of civilizing and educating the Incliat1,
The school is receiving a fair support from those Ind1ans who come immediately under
its iufluenc·e. In fact, all of the children of pro!Jer age and health, within a reasonable dis·
tance of the agency, are or have been scholars, and have received benefit. Since the organization of the school (nine years) there have been ten deaths, and two left the school
and were man ied. When the bare fact is stated that the number of scholars on school register is only 15 out of about 160 children belonging to the four tribes, the attendance seems
small ; but when t!.e &ituation of these tribes show that not one-fourth of these can be
reached, in consequence of impassable barriers as mountains and rivers isolating them from
the agency most of the year, and our school has a constant attendance of not less than l 3
regular boarding scholars for the year out of about 2G children of this tribe, the showing
will compare favorably \Vith other schools as to numbers. The advancement of the scholars in their studies bas been good, several of whom read understandingly in the l'"'ourth
Reader and write a good hand. They are generally obedient and contented, but are very
diffident, and it is difficult to get them to converse or tell what they know. Another cause
of this diffid ence is the idea impressed upon them by their parents and the older Indians
that if they become educated and adopt the habits of the whites they will be separated from
th eir old friends and associates. Efforts have eonstantly been made to increase the attendance on the school, but bave been unsuccessful, and our situation is such that I have not
thought it prudent to attempt to fill the school by force, as I feel it would bring troubltJ,
which at the present we are not prepared to meet.
In the treaty made with these Indians the following language is used in contemplation
of their removing on to the reserve: "And the said tribes and bands agree to remove to and
settle upOJl the same within one year after the ratification of this treaty, or sooner, if the
means are furnislJed them. In the mean time it shall be lawful for tltem to reside upon any
lands not in the actual daim and occupation • of the citizens of the United States," &r,.
[Treaty with Quinaielt and Quillehute Indians, July 1, 1855, art. 2.] No steps have been
taken to comply with this agreement on the part of the United States, and the Indians are
still occupying their old homes. Under these circumstances we can only persuade those
Indians to avail themselves of the benefit of school and other civilizing influences.
'l'be present teacher and assistant are .earnest Christians, honestly striving to do their duty.
Their time is constantly given to the scholars both during and out of school hours, their
home is the children's home, and everything is done that ean be to make the children happy
and to iustruct them intellectually and religiously. J<"'or this they are rewarded by hearing
these little Indians, boys and girls, sing praises to Jesus, and speak his name in prayer.
Two have died trusting in that Saviour who loves little children.
The cost of maintaining the school, with pay of teachers and supplies of provisions, cloth·
ing, and other necessary arti cles, for the pagt year, is $:2, WO. JO. There is now on hand
enough provisions and clothing to last the school about six months of the coming year, and
2~ pair of new white blankets purchased from the above amount, and I return an unexpended balance of $:3:3~HIO to the United States Treasury, of school fnnd.
In man aging the financial department of this agency I have made it a rule to spend no
money uuless it was requireJ aud could be made of advantage to the service. The appro·
priations for the current expense of this agency, with the exception of medicines, are suffici nt, and I have returned an unex pended balance in all of . 'o 9. :l to the United States.
'l'he farming operations this year are more favorable than last. A good crop of hay has
been saved, and we have a few acres of oats that promise well. The vegetable crops are also
bett r than last year. Only about 20 acres are cleared fit for ft~ rrning, as the land is all
heavdy timbered, and it is the work of years to open a farm. A good garden is cultivated
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by the teacher for the nse of the school. The Indians have raised about eight tons of bay,
and have some gardens.
The carpenter bas been employed in assisting Indians to build, and in general repairs.
One dwelling-house has been built for an Indian and another e.ommenced; also a barn for
agency use will be finished this fall. The only expense of the buildings to the Government
is for nails, doors and fixtures, with windows, and th e pay of the carpenter at $900 per annum. The lumber is procured bytthe Indians and employes. The employes are employed
as the interests of the service demand, and, I am pleased to say, take an interest in assist·
ing to carry out the wishes of the department to benefit the Indians.
.
The amount of annuity funds was $700, which has been expended for clothing and other
articles required by the lndians, and the greater part was issued in compliance with act .of
March 3, 1875. The road leading over Point Granville Mountain, a distance of about one
mile, which was rendered impassable .by heavy land-slides, bas been repaired with these
funds, and is now in good order. All supplies for agency or Indians must come in over
this road, and it is of vital importance that it be kept in r epair. It is damaged more or less
every y<>ar by the surf dashing against the bluff, causing land-slides. For this reason I endeavor to have all supplies, suffieient for six months, into the agency by the 1st of October.
No safe transportation can be bad from Portland, Oreg., or other points during the winter
months, and it is very difficult to obtain at any time, as there are no regular facilities further
than Tenino, on the Northern Pacific Railroad, distant about 150 miles from this agency.
For transportation over this distance I have to depend upon the farmers, or auy one I can
obtain. It is done in wagons, canoes, and EOail-boats, there being no steamboats on the
route. The distance from Portland to this agency, via Tenino, is 259 miles, and the average
cost of transportation is about $45 per tun coin to Point Brown, where all agency goods are
landed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. A. HENR.Y,
Special Indian Agent.
The COMMlSSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

S'KOKOMISH AGENCY, WASHINGTON TERRITORY,
August 10, Hl77.
STR: I have the honor herewith to transmit my seventh annual report of Indian affairs
under my jurisdiction.
It gives me plea ure to be able to say that the present condition of the agency and reservation farm is very good. The buildings are in a good state of repair, and the fences, dikes,
and bridges are well kept up. During the year an office bas been built for the u ~ of the
physician, which was much needed. A school-room bas been erected and is in process of
completion, 20 by 26 fee t, with spacious chamber-room above for sleeping apartments for the
boys. An addition to the barn bas been built, 18 by 45 feet, in which to store hay, and
other repairs have been made to the dwellings of the employes. There bas been about J2
acres of grass-seed sown on the farm, and. when well-rooted, the annual product of the farm
will, l think, be about 75 tons of hay. There bas also been some clearing done on the high
land, by the farmer and school, for potatoes, w bich is needed, as tbe low land about the
agency does not rai se potatoes of a good quality.
Owing to the delay of Congress in pa:sing the appropriation bill a number of my employes left in July, 1 76, and l was unable to supply their places until late in that year, or
more work would, of course, have been done.
The same cause compelled me for a time to reduce the number of scholars in the school.
Th e amount allowed for support of schools here bas been redue.ed $300 for the past year,
also curtailing my ability to enlarge educational advantages. In March last cire.umstances
compelled the teacher, who bad labored so faithfully here for the past five or six years, to
rcsi~n, and a new one was appointed in April. It has beeu my good fortune to ecure the
service of an excellent teach r of long experience, but it takes time for the Indian to get
arquainted enough to pla ·e confid nee in any one, and he has this obstacle in hi way,
which time only will overcome. Notwithstanding all this the school is in a healthy cvndition and doing v ry well. Might have done bett r had it not been for the aforem ntioned
uriog the fall and winter months school se sious have been kept six hour a
drawbacks.
day, and during the pring and umm r months there ha been cbool one-half A. day, and
til ch Jar have b n taught to work the other half. 'rhe average attendance duri ug the
f'ar bas ber.n about 2 .
r b.
Kokomi Indian who live on there ervation, and that part of the 'Klallam In dian
lVho hv a
uug10 · , wh also cultivate their own land are well advanced in the mod •
~ iviliz d lift>., 'lb y o~vn and oe.cupy good, comfortable' bouse ; many of tb m have furn.J tur and ·. km g ut n 11 tbe ~~~~ n whiLes; aud they obtain their living by their labor,
1tb ron tbetr OWl! laud or work10g forth whites in their vicinity. They have during the

?

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

593

year increased the acreage of their tillable laud and improved their dwellings and fences to
a considerable extent. They attend religious services as generally on the Sabbath, are as
industrious, temperate, and well behaved, as the average white population in their vicinity.
The other S'Klallam Indians, who work at the saw-mills or gain their living by fishing, are
not so far advanced , but I can see improvement also in them. They wear better clothes
and have neater houses than formerly, but tbeir constant contact with low w bites has a deleterious influence over them.
Among their needs for further advancement in civilization is, first, a law to govern their
intercourse with each other. At present the Indian customs of law govern in trivial matters, and in more serious ones the agent adopts a quasi-martial law, which he enforces with
tha means in his power. Indians should have Jaws to govern them as well as any other
class of persons, and would readily submit to any well-digested, simple code of laws that
should be enacted.
,
Another subject upon which legislation is needed is the granting of titles to their lands to
those disposed to cultivate and improve them. As has b€en repeatedly urged heretofore,
this causes them much uneasiness. Could they be sure of their homes they wou~d, of course,
work with much more interest tht:J,n with the uncertainties under which they now operate.
In connection with this it is but just and fair to them that they should have all the benefits arising from the reservation, which are but small at best, including the right to cut and
sell all the timber that grows upon it. This would afford them remunerative occupation,
prepare the land for further use, and in their view but carry out the terms of the treaty.
'fhe sanitary condition of the Indians is better .than in former years. The present physician is an active and successful practitioner, and is fast gaining their confidence.
The labors of a missionary have been constant and faithful during the year, and the results ai·e seen more in the general moral improvement of all the I11dians than in tbe addition
of membership to the chun:h. At Dunginess the Indians keep up regular religious services
on the Sabbatl1 among themselves, with no teacher, ex~ept occasioual visits from the missionary stationed here.
In conclusion, I would say that the improvement of the Indians is marked and apparent,
though their obstacles to overcome are many. There is no reasou to believe tuat their civilization or christianization is unattainable by any means, but it is unreasonable to expect
them to make more improvement in three or five years than our own ancestors did in two
hundred. Steady, faithful labor will have its re·ward as surely with them as any other class
of people.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWIN EELLS,
United States Indian Agent, Washington Territory.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFF AlHS.

TULALJP SPECIAL AGENCY,
'l'ulalip, Washingtun Territory, August 18, 1877.
Sm: In compliance with instructions, I respectfully submit this as my report for the fiscal
yem· endetl June 30, 1877.
The fa.!t that I have been in the Indian country less than a year, al)d have been all the
time overwhelmed with pressing duties incident to my office, must be my excuse for not
preparing as interest.i ng a statement of the condition of this agency as would be desirable.
The ludians of this agency were formerly the possessors of that immense extent of country, now embraced in Washington Territory, bounded by British Columbia from the Cascade
Mountains to the Gulf of Georgia, and the straits of J nan de Fuca, on the north ; by a line
through the middle of the great peninsula in Puget Sound on the west; by the co•.mtry of
the Nisqually and Puyallup Indians, sit uated immediately north of the forty-seventh parallel
of north latitude, on the south; and by the Cascade Range of mountains on the east. The
United Stat s, through its representative, Governor Stevens, of Washington Territory, concluded a treaty with them in 1855, at Point Elliott, a locality near this resP-rvation. The
treaty is cited as the "Point Ellwtt. treaty," and the Indians are officially spoken of as the
"Dwami ~> h and other ailied and subordinate tribes."
By the terms of the treaty which was ratified by the United States Senate in 1859, the
Indians agreed to cede all their lands to the United tates, acknowledge their dependence on
the Government, and Jive on terms of amity with all its citizens; to remove to four reservations which the Government reserved for their "present use and occupaucy;" to free all
their slaves; to ab. tain from trading in Briti h Columbia.
The Government promi, d the Indians to pay them the sum of$150,000 in twenty annual
payme~ts, tb? payments _to be made in goods; to provide a smithy and carpenter shop, and
to furmsh sa1d shops w1th the necessaty tools; to employ a blacksmith, carpenter, and
f11.rmcr to instmct tb • Indians in their respective occupations, also to employ a pbys1cian to
utteud t.he sick; to establish and support an agricultural and industrial school at Tula.lip,
to be free to all the lndian children of the distlict of Puget .,ound, and to provide said school
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with instructors. The Government also secured to the Indians, in common with all citizens
of the TerrHoJ;y, the right of taking fish at the usual grounds, together with the privilege of
hunting and gathering berries upon open and unclaimed lands. It reserved to itself the
ng-ht of giving the Indians titles to homesteads on the reservations, or of removing them to
other Government lands. In case of removal, however, payment would be made for substantial improvPments abandoned in consequence of such removal.
Such are the principal features of the Point Elliott treaty, as understood by the agent.
The Indians interpret the treaty differently. They say that the reservations were reserved
by themselves as the permanent homes of themselves and children, and that the cession was
of their lands other than the reservations. They therefore claim that the reservation lands
belong to ttbem absolutely, and it need not be added that the proposition to consolidate
them with other tribes at another agency does not meet with their approqation.
The reservations provided for in the treaty were located in the vicinity of the most numerous and powerful tribes. The Dugh-dwabsh (D'wamish) tribe, with the subordinate tribes,
viz, Swo-Kwabish, Sk-Kbabish, S'tsa-babsh. and Rha-ebo-abisb; the Etak-bus!t with its
subordinate tribes, viz, S'hak-tabsh, Dugb-sokum, and Ska-bak-bush; and the Sko-pabsh
with its subordinate tribes, viz, S'yi-lal-ko-absh and St-ka-bisb, were assigned to the Port
Madison reservation. The Sko-pabsh tribe with its subordinate tribes were, however, afterwan] assigned to the Muckleshont reservation, which was established for their benefit during
the Indian troubles of 1859. Tl1e Swe-debis!t ( Swinamisft) tribe with its subordinate tribe
viz, Sak-bush; and Scad-jat (Skaget) with its subordinate tribes, viz, Sba-lush, Ki-kia-loos,
Do-qua-chabsh, Squa-dabsh, Bes-he-kwe-guelts, Dugh-wa-ha, Cho-ba-abish, and Sac-meugh were assigned to the Swinamish reservation. The Nuglt-lemmy (Lummi) tribe with
its subordinate tribes, viz, Nugh-sahk, Sabsb, No-ab-ba, and Swa-lash were as igned to the
Lummi reservation. The S'do-ho-bish (Snohomish) tribe with its subordinate tribes, viz,
Sto-lo-qua-bish, Nugh-kwetle-babish, Sdo-do-ho-bish, and Stak-ta-le-jabsh; the Sdo-qualbw:h with its subordinate tribes, viz, Svhet-damsh and Stak-tabsh were assigned to the
Tulalip reservation.
Th e name of this reservation is deriv!ld from the Indian word Dugh-la-lap, signifying the
bay that is larger inside than at its entrance; this, from the fact that the bay upon the banks
of which the agency buildings are erected is almost in tbe form of a horseshoe. Tulalip
is the central reservation and the headquarters of the agency; it is here that the employes
reside and the shops and schools are located. Such are the Indians of the agency and the
re ervations to wbich they belong.
At the time of the making of the treaty the Indians numbered about 7,000 or 8,000 souls;
now they number less tban 3,000. They have been swept away by diseases imported into
the country by whites, by pbysical disorders occasiontd by the change from a barbarous
to a civilized mode of life, and by natural causes. About one-eighth of the present population are of mixed blood.
Fewer than one-half of the Indians live on lbe reservation; whole tribes have persistently
refuseu to remove to the reservations assigned them.
During the year the agent received the following-named amounts for the use of the agency,
viz:
To pay the seventeenth installment of the $150,000 promised the Indians.------ $4,250 00
To purchase matenals for reparing houses .. _. __ .. _______ ... ____ .. __________ .
300 00
To pnrchase necessary tools, &c., for the shops. ____ .. ____ .. ____ .. ____ . _____ _
500 00
To support the schools and pay the teachers. ___ .. ____ .. ___ • _____ . _____ . ____ _ 3, 000 DO
To meet the incidental expenses of the agency. ____ .. _____ . ___ . ____ .. ____ . _. _
60!:J .5
500 0
To pay the transportation on supplies ·--------- ____ ------·-- ... ·----------'l'o pa.y the salaries of the agent, interpreter, physician, blacksmith, carpenter,
and farmers ______ • _. ____ . ____________ . _____ . _____ .• ________ ••. _____ ____ 5, 7 4 24
Total - . --. ____ -- _--- __________________________ • ____ • _____ . ____ ____ 14, 944 09
The urn of , 4,224.6 was expended for annuity goods, consisting of agricultural implement , tool , flour, groceries, blankets, dry good , and other useful article . The e were
i . u u to the Indians who habitually live and perform some labor on the reservation. The
following statement will show the number of Indians who received annuities at the several
re ervations:
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issue of annuities-- Tulalip aqency.
To whom issued.
Representing-

.,;
·~

'§

Places of issue.
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~
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'0

'0

"0
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~
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0
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0
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:s

:a0
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0

E-c
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1877.
April
4
1(,

12
18
May

dQ)

00

00

5

Tulalip reservation ......•••••••......•..
Swinamish reservation .... _.............
Lummi reservation . .....................
Port Madison reservation ..•.••..•••.....
Muckleshoot reservation .... _.
0

Total. •• _••..•••..•. _~

0

0

.........

. . . . __ 0

••••

154

121

81
81

45

69
58
35

25

18

386

301

.

128
78
'i'O
38
20

95

344

85

2~~2

95

22:3
109

36
21

59

- - - --- - - - --- --334

3:32

967

The 47 children in the boarding-school received no annuities, and they are not included
in the above enumeration.
About three-fourths of the Indians cultivated gardens or farms during the year. The Lummis subsist from the product of their farms, bnt the others still support themselves by fishing-,
by the sale of logs cut in the clearing of their farms, and by their earnings at the hop-fields
and lumbering--mills.
The majority of the agency building-s and Indian houses are in bad condition but their
exteriors have been neatly whitewa~hed, so that they now present a creditable appearance
from a dif!tance. The papering and other imprevements made on the agent's office has
created a strong desire on the part of the Indians to possess neat, well-appearing houses.
No people were ever civilized on horseback or in canoes, and one of the most powerful means
of advancing civilization among these Indians, in their present condition, is to make their
homes more attractive, and to encumber them with so much furniture that they can no
longer move the whole family and all the household effects in a canoe. I have therefore
estimated for the new fiscal year for a comparatively large quantity of wall-paper, flooring,
bedsteads, chairs, tables, &c., in place of the usual estimate for tea, rice, flour, &c.,
which the Indians may easily procure for themselves. About twenty new houses are needed
to enable the agent's preventing the Indians from erecting mat-houses and shanties on tile
beach. A new wharf is needed at Tulalip, as the old one is worm-eaten and in a dangerous
condition.
The health of the Indians has greatly improved during the year. .A hospital building,
containing a dispensary, office, and ward, has just been erected, and considerable attention
has been given to the sanitary condition of the Indian Louses.
The Port :Marlison reservation was threatened with small-pox from a neighboring settlement, but it is believed that the' precautionary measures taken, consisting of the destruction
of the old fish and oil houses. the sweeping of the beach along the entire front of the village,
the burning of all tho rubbi sh, the liberal use of disinfectants, the establishment of a quarantine, and the vaccination of the Indians, prevented the epidemic from gaining a foot-hold in
the Indian country.
Th e agency farm has Mt been sucr.essful during the year, from the fact that thP oxen, the
only farm animals, proved worthless at plowing-time. 'l'he farmer was therefore obliged to
turu his farm into a mere vegetable garden.
The blacksmith's shop bas been but little needod during the year, and after the necessary
repairs to the tools and implements of t.he agency and Indians, I hired an employe who is
both a millwright and blacksmith. The saw-mill is now undergoing extensive repairs, and
in tbe future a larger quantity of timber will be produced than h eretofore.
The employes provided for in the treaty were evidently intended to be teachers of their
respective trades to the IndiA.n , but as no provisions are made for the support of apprentices,
none are employed. The positions of the employes is therefore that of mere workmen in
their respective occupations. Nevertheless, several Indians have become fair house -carpenters and farmers during the past year.
The great civiiizing element here is the school. The boys' school, under the management
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of the Order of Oblates, is an a~ricultural and industrial and boarding--sehool. It is well conducted, and the boys who remain in it a few years become practical farmers and industrious
workers. The girls' school, under the man agemen t of the Sisters of Providence, is an industrial and boarding establishment, and certainly as good an Indian school as there is in the
country. At least $:t,OOO more should be appropriated for these schools .. The appropriations
made by Congress are evidently based on the theory that day-schools were promised in the
treaty, whereas boarding-schools were actually promised, since they are for all the Indian
youth of the district of Puget Sound, instead of a single reservation, and since the parents of a.
majority of the pupils do not reside at Tulalip.
·
The mission, under the charge of Rev. E. C. Chi rouse, 0. M. I , Roman Catholic Church,
is doing an incal culable amount of good. The Indians on the reservations are well instructed
in the doctrines of the Christian religion, and their morals will compare favorably with those
of tl1e wbite people of any settlement on this eoast.
The agent at this agency is overworked and underpaid. The man&.gement of the 3,000
llldians, scattered over an extent of country equal in size to a medium-sized Rtate, and surrounded by a different race of people; the superintendence of farms, shops, and schools; the
an:Hv.eriug of frequent appeals made by citizens to remove obnoxious Indians from the vicinity
of their settlements ; the protection extended to Indians injured in their persons or property
by whites; the expenditure of large sums of money, which have to be accounted for according to a most cumbersome sy• tern of accountability, imposes dutiPs of an overwh elmin g cbaraeter on an agent who knows his duty and is well disposed to perform it. The clerical duties
alone Rt this agency are as great as those imposed on an ordinary clerk in the Executive
Departments at Washington, and yet the agent's writing is considered as a mere incident of
that officer's regular duties, and no clerical assistance is allowed him. This condition of
a-dfairs is very trying and most discouraging to the agent, and it g ives color of probabilit.y to
the complaint of the !ndians that the government and its agents have ger.erally been neglectful uf them. It is my conviction that this complaint will be val id until the government paJS
its ageut a salary in keepiug with the importance of the office he exercises and the labor be
performs, gives him a clerk to assist him in his writing, and allows him a subagent to aid
him in hi s general duties on reservations far removed from the ag-ency headq uarters.
Having tendered my resignation, and being on the eve of separating my connection with
th~:: Jepctrtment, I may be permitted to give expression to the sentiment of gratitude I experienee toward my official superiors fur the prompt and generous manner in which they
have acted upon my every representation and request, toward my associates for their loyal
IH:'Jvices and kind encouragement, and toward all the Indians, who have been uniformly
courteous and re pectful to me personally, and obedient and submissive to the laws and
regulatious I have imposed upon them. After a year of service in the departme.ot, I am more
than ever convin ced of the ign orance or bad f~:~.ith of those who speak disparav,ing-ly of the
Indian servlce audits officers, and who assert that the civilization of the Indian is an unsuccessful and futile experiment.
Very respectfully,
EDMOND MALLET,
Special A rent. {or tit ~ l rdinns of the T~~lalip Special Agency in Washin.gton Terriwru.
The UOMMI ' IONElt OF lNUIAN A.n·Ams.

OFFICE YAKAMA INDIAN AGENCY,

Fort Simcoe, Washington Territory, August , I 77.
1R: In submitting my annual report, it afl'urds n1e pleasure to state that the Indians be
ugillg to thi · tnmty, those living uu the r ervation and tho e who have uever made the
res<>rvation tll t>i r born e, are peaceable and well-disposed, uot only toward the whiws and government, but among them elves. I have now lived among them fifteen years with my ftt.mily, and' e feel a growing attachment to them.
Their progr s toward Christianization and ·ivilization has within said tim been constant,
and many of the good re ult!! are appar nt in their personal cleanlin s, their dr s, bou e ,
furnitu.r!l! farms and farming imp! m nts, horses and wagons, harness, school anJ (:hurcl1es.
f tbP.Jr Improved condition they a1e tbem s lve
ensible, and often S]Jt'ak of it with deep
fi· liug. '~his cia s of lndians Me exerting a ·al utary influence upon the Y~:~.kam a ' ation,
swd teaclmw th min langnag th y cannot mi ·und n;tand tbe advanta~YeS th y hav gain d
in !lbant~oning th •ir roallling habit., making· then·, c·lv<'s farn1 and lw~ es emiching th m. lv . With tod{ and tb products of the soil. I am pnr. uaded no man can vi ·it this
ageu ·y, IH,p ·•. farm , bon .· mill·, . chou! , and churche., without being imvr . pJ with
t~ .wnm) .rf ullmprovcment of th Indian . They are marching along with rapid tridt> to
•Jvtllzatl n.
.
crim<' lnwe b • n committed by them the past year than by the sarue number ot
wb1
· I ha ·. 110l kn wn a drunk n Indian up n the agency during the year.
ery few
ha · b n pu mto th guard-hou e for orr ction .
The propo ilion to turn over the Indian Bureau to the War Department, which bas a.
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different times been before Congress, has been watched with deep solicitude by all who de·
sire and who have faith in the amelioration of the condition of the Indians . If it be said
the present system is faulty, is expensive, it becomes a question worthy of careful consid ·
eration whether or not, in the hands of the War Department, the service would be less faulty,
less expensive, or more effectual of tile results sought. The present policy, in my opinion,
as it enlists the sympathy, prayers, and support of the good of all denominations in helping
the fallen, gives stronger assurances of improvement, physical, mental, moral, and financial,
to the Indians of the nation, than any other system that can be adopted. The object of the
department should be, and now is, to keep good men among the Indians. Let the laws be
vi~:rorously enforced. ag·ainst the lawless, who are prowling around reservations like greedv
wolves or hungry dogs, and peace and prosperity will attend the Indian service. A little
organized police force of Indian men at an agency, who would require pay only when services were performed, would do more to keep order and to arrest the lawless and bring them
to justice than four times that number of soldiers. I have for years pursued this course,
and have never found it necessary to eall on the military for help.
FARMING.

The Indians are opening new farms, and depending upon the cultivation of their land for
subsistence. Formerly the women were the only burden-bearers-now the work is honorably divid ed between the men and women, each doing their part.
·
·
SHOPS.

In all the shops of the agency we have apprentice boys learning the different trades; we
can turn ont earpe uters, plow and wagon makers, blacksmiths, millers, and sawyers, gunsmiths, and harness-makers, that are becoming thrifty workmen with or without an instructor.
MILLS.

During the year we have not pn;ssed our saw-mills in making lumber as in the past; we
had a g-ood deal of unexpended lumber on band, and were disappointed in not having snow
last w'nter to stoc k the mills. I have purchased and attached a planer to the steam mill,
where we have been planing a large quantity of our old ·lumber and getting it ready for
building.
.
The wheat, corn, vegetables, and beef raised , with the salmon caught, bas given them an
abundance to subsist upon durin g the year, and they have exchanged wheat and oats for
merchandise at the neighboring towns.
EDUCATION

The education of the youth and children of the agency has progressed slowly. I could
organize schools in many parts of the reservation, taught by native teachers who have been
educated here, if the great object of instruction could be obtained in such schools by such
teachers. The children living at home with their people would be unsteady in their attendance, and would fall back nights and mornings about as much as they could be advanced
during- the clay. In our boarding-schools we practice what we preach: tbat a girl or boy,
however well educated in books, if not educated to work, is not half educated.
The boys work in the shops, in the garden, sawing wood, on the farm, and at everything
that is useful for w bite boys to learn-in this we are systematic-in tbeil· going to bed, getting up, preparing for and having their meals, in washing themselves and their school and
sleeping rooms. These habits formed when they are young remain with them when they·are
old. That these habits may be correctly formed and engraved into them, so as to become
part and parcel of them, they need to be instructed only as they can be at a boarding-school
aud away from their people.
·
Since we first organized our boarding-schools we have been enlarging our quarters, so we
now accommodate fifty-six children, and still we lack room. We are now taking off the
roof frou• our boarding-house, which is one story, and which must be newly shingled, and
are pUtting on another story, making a sleeping-room for the girls 24 by 50 feet. We are
lengthening our dining-room and making improvements in the kitchen. When the improvement i!:l completed we shall fill up the rooms to their utmost capatity with children.
The girls of the dwols are instructed to knit, sew, wash, and iron, make their own
dres e and the clothing for the boys. Mrs. Headley directs the girls in cooking, making
and mending all tbe children's clothes. with a thousand little things that are to bA seen to
and done in a family of fifty-six children, with efficiency, patience, aud tact.
The superintendent, H. L. Powell, with his long experience with the children, and his
entire devotf'd ness to their physkal, mental, and moral state, is doing good work in and out
of the schools.
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CHURCH-EDIFICES.

vVe have. two churches, one four and the other seven miles from the agency buildings.
These churches have both been enlarged since they were fir.';;t erected, but are too small for
our congregations. The Indians in a council resolved to build two new churches large
enough to hold the congregations, and use the old ones for school-houses.
SANITARY CONDlTION.
The Indians, as they adopt the white man's mode of living, are becoming more healthy;
more children are born and live to grow up to mftnhood and womanhood than formerly. So
near as I can estimate there has been an increase by births the past year of 175, to be added
to the number reportell last year. The physician hR.s suffered great inconvenience in not being ftirnishbd with the needed medicines from the department.
Looking over the work of the past year we see marked improvements in every department. The mills, shops, farming, stock, schools, and churches, are in the advance of what
they were a year ago. Every bushel of grain raised, every farm opened, every house built,
every wagon bought, every harness manufactured, every child instructed in the schools, and
every service in thl:'ir sanctuaries, tends -to lead the wild away from their wildness to adopt
habits of civilized life.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
.JAMES H. WIBLUR,

United States lndian Agent, Washington Territory.
The CoMMISSlONER OF INDIAN AI<'I<'AIRS.

KESHENA, WIS., August 20, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with general order of .July 10, 1877, I respectfully submit my third
annual report of this a~ency, comprising the Oneida, Stockbridge, and Menomonee tribes,
numbering, respectively, 1,324, 1~-l, and 1,368 souls.
THE ONEIDAS,
as a rule, are in better condition than a year ago respecting their farma. Very much more
time and attention Las been given to farming the past season, with, at present writing, a good
prospect of fair crops. 'Vheat and oats have alreariy been harvested and estimated at 25.000
bushels; corn and other grains 25,000 bushels. The potato crop is a failure, owing to the
drought.
The same trouble reported last year continues-a determination on the part of a large
proportion of the tribe to cut and sell tho timber, whereby to obtain a living, rather than till tho
soil, notwithstanding all effor ts put forth to prevent this violaticn of the Jaw. Thirteen suits
have been entered in the United States court prosecuting parties purchasing logs, staves,
bolts, and wood. A. few of them have settled and the suit have been withdrawn;. others
have continued their cases till the ctober term of court, and meanwh1le are buying all the
timber offered; as in many cases the Indian will turn his load over to some irre ponsible
white man at the entrance to the market, who sells the timber, returning the team, withholding one-third to one-half of the amount received. Thus, the Indian gets oftentimes le s than
half the valuo of his load.
The trib is divided a to what course they would have the Government take with them,
a the time r,annot be far distant when some step must be taken for their relief. A.larO'e majority of th m will petition at next Congress for a sale of there erve, and the mon ey received
from nch sal divided pro rata among the tribe, and they dissolve their tribal relaton and
be ·om citizen. of the United tate . Other of their tribe will ask for a divi iou of their lau d ,
B£'curi11g to each individoal120 or more acre , they to be governed by Wiscon 10 tate laws.
In th opinion of your agent, as a tribe they are not ready for citizen hip. In fact, the pr . ent g neration n v r will be. Yet there ~Lre exception to th is, and great inju tice will be
done to a few intellig nt hard-working men if they are not allowed to dis olve their tribal
r lalion and go out into the world wh re they can have all the privileges of citizen , benefit
of. chool , c .
gain, th allotment of l:JU acre to a family of four person.· or le would
b ~a mi. take, a but~ w f th m w ulll till over 15 to 25 ac.re , while thi amount they would
n~>glect forth
ake of utting a.ud liing- the timber found within the bonnds of their allotment. • ur~oun d a th ir r ·erva.tion i by unprincipled whites, the Indian and th~:~ gov rn mcn 1t.r bi•IDJr .robh
y tematically by hort ~neasures, unju t scaling, getting the In di n
drunk a.nd lmymO' h1 m rchl\ndi. at a fifLh of it · value and by every conceivable method
knowu tn th ·rimina.l a.l udar.
'
'l h ·ir chool -ou under the charge of the Episcopal society and the other under the care
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of the Methodist-have been only fairly attended, owing, as their parents claim, to their extreme poverty. Rev. S. W. Ford, teacher of the Methodist mission, bas done a good work
the past year in holding an evening s~:hool for adults, wit.h marked benPficial results. There
has been also a large addition to his church-membership, a serious r~ligious interest pervading the district.
Temperance.
has made striking progress with the tribe the past year. A lodge of Good Templars was established with a membership of about fifLy. As with whites, not all remain true to their vows,
but many bard drinkers have reformed, and very much good bas· been accomplished. Your
agent is urg·ent that the next Congress take prompt and decisive steps for the relief of the
Oneidas; giving citizenship to a worthy few, and allotting land to others, placing them under a law that can punish petty thieving and drunkenness.
THE STOCKBRIDGE TRIBE

are so nearly civilized that a report of their condition must be similar to that of any community. As among an equal number of whites, there are the honest, intelligent, l11w-abiding
men and women, and the shiftless, indolent, mischief-making-, drinking ones They all have
their farms, and manage with their interest-money, about $25 a year per capita, to get a good
living; a few of tht~m saving a little. It is chronic with this tribe ·to have intemal quarrels,
and the current year, in this respect, is no exception to the half century past. This tribe,
like the Oneidas, are already preparing to petition next Congress for a sale of their land and
a division of the spoil, asking the right of ritizenship. This petition will have the names of
nearly or quite four-fifths of the tribe, and as the balance are iu every respect ready for the
change, but for selfish reasons will oppose the petition, it is to be desired that Congress will
act in their behalf.
Their school is sustained but six months of the year, and but a slim attendance at th~t.
Yet Mrs. J. Slingerland, the teacher, is very efficient, as the progress of those who attend will
prove. That every child on the reserve, about twent.y-five, is not in school, is simply indifference on the part of the parents, impossible to overcome.
The religious teaching of Rev. Jeremiah Slingerland consists of Sabbath service, with little or no interest save on the part of the faithful few. The same can be said of temperance.
A lodge of Good Templars is sustained by the better class, the influence of which is not lost;
yet it fails to gather in those who neeJ its protecting care. Here, as e!sewhere, there are
those who resist all appeals and will not be reclaimed. Opium is used to excess by a few of
the tribe.
As usual, several cases of trespass have been discovered, where the Indians last winter cut
timber on other than their ftllotted land. Nearly or quite a million feet of Government timber bas thus been stolen the past year. These cases were promptly reported, suits entered,
and are still in court, having been carried over to the Octobertonu.
TilE MENOMONEES

during the past year have made perceptible progress toward civilization, as indicated by their
habits and mode of living. \Vigwams are fast giving place to comfortable log and frame
Louses; stables are built as shelter for their stock and crops. The rifle and the rod are laid
aside for the plow and the hoe, and while they have not as much land under cultivation as
could be desired, yet in this they are only partially in fault. They have yet to learn the
value of the seed-time, as bearing upon the harvest. Could this tribe have six to ten wideawake farmers to follow them up closely, helping them to prepare anu plant their ground in
the pring, they thus might be induced to care for their crops till gathered. But owning
their cattle in common, with a pair only for perhaps six or eight families, somewhat scattered,
sadly neglected by the Indian who bas the stock in charge, oftentimes with an unwillingness
on his part to allow his neighbor to use them, less land is put under cultivation than otherwise would be. Ten :roke of working-cattl~ have been added to the stock of the tribe the
past year and distributed among them ; of these two have already strayed away, two have
died, and one so badly lamed as to reuder him unfit for use; all owing to the carelessness or
indi~ renee of those baving them in charge. This waste leads me to question the wisdom
of trusting tribal property to any individual. Seythes, hoes, wagons, plows are left out expo ed to sun and storms, and new ones have been called for almost yearly. A great improvement, however, has been made in this respect, as they are told that un ess the tools are
housed and cared for, they cannot be replaced at the expense of the tribe. Again, this having all things in common retards civilization, and they need to be taught personal responsibility, which comes only from individu~:~.l ownership.
I am enabled to speak hopefully of
Tlte scltools.

At tl1e suggestion of Col.~· C. Watkins, Unite r] States Indian inspector, while here in the
early summer of 1876, the four day-schools held in different parts of the reservation were
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abo1isbed and a boarding-school established at Keshena. TPmporary cbangef! .were mar'le
in the bouse occupied by the farmer for the aecommodation of the children, and the experiment tried with W. W. \\Tbeeler, former farmer, principal; Mrs. W. W. Wheeler, matrun; and
Miss S . B. Dresser, of Massachusetts, assistant principal. At first it met the uetormmed
opposition of the Romish priest located here, and only two boarders remained through the
term. T.he priest was assured that so long as he coufined his labors to his legitimate church
duties and did not interfere with the Government school he might remain upon the re erve,
but if he continued to persecute and to excommunicate from his church parents who sent
thei r children to the school, he would not be al 'owecl to labor among the people. In this
your agent has the hearty approval . of the tribe, as they know the school to be strictly onsectarian, and the increasing nllmbers who eek its benefits prove their sympathy anu interest, for we have enrolled the pa t term 10~ namei!, mostly R man Catholic.. 'l'he average
atten~ance the last month of the term was 76. Again, the unanim ity with whiuh th e tribe
voted, in April last, an appropri~tion of $6,000 for the new school-building, propo fl.ls for the
erection of which are now being received, confirms the statement that the Indians are in full
accord with the agent in educational work.
A need long felt has been supplied this year. The services of Dr. amuel J. Marshall,
graduate of Charity Medical College, of Cleveland, Ohio, has b en secured for this tribe.
His appointment was made April I, aud his labors thus far have been very successful, and
although opposed by the "medicine-men," he is often called to pr scribe for their famili s.
It is to be regretted that no direct labor is put forth by any of onr r ligiou sociotie to r~>a h
tho pagan portion of this tribe, numbering as th ey do nearly one-half of their membership.
We are glad to note, from year to year, a steady upward advance. The progr s is slow;
the uation cannot throw off old habits in a day; but it is cl arly evident that the hristian
policy of our Government is being rewarded. Confidence i. in pir d, tb yare j!'r wing
more industrious, re. pond more readily to £forts maclo to r u th m from their natuml indolence, and seem grat ful for kindly advice and sugg stio.ns, and the practi al a. i tance
which it is the aim of your ag nt to giv .
With the statistics of each of the three tribe under my chn.rg-e, and a report from the overnmeot farmer, miller, and blacksmith laboring aruong the Menom n e , h rewitb iuclo ed,
I am, yours, very respectfully,
,
JO . C.
Il GM N,

United, States Indian .L1 ~Tent.

The COMMI SIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIR
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' that for the purpose of inducing Indians to labor and become self-supporting it is provided
that hereafter in distributing the supplies and annuities to the Indians for whom the same
are appropriated, the agent distributing tbe same require all able-bodied male Indians between the ages of eighteen and forty-five to perform service upon the reservation to an
amount equal to the supplies to be delivered, and the allowance shall be distributed only
upou condition of the performance of such labor," &c. Now, to carry out this provision,
employes are necessary upon each reservation. Congress has not in some instances made
provision · for this large number of eo:.ployes. Therefore the proportion due some of my
bands must necessarily be distributed in some other way. This is done to the heads of families. The Indians are called (by messenger sent to each chief for the purpose) to meet the
agent at a given time. The agent then starts with his interpreter and two witnesses, and
all the rroods, which are inspected, packed, and marked (Chippewas of Grauel Portage or
Lac Conrte d'Oreille, as the case may be) in New York. The invoices have previously been
mailed to the agent from the Department in \Vashington. Arriving at the Indian villages,
the Indians are first called to meet the agent in council, when, after a sho~t prayer, invoking
the blessing of God upon the meeting, its bu,siness, &c., the Indians are invited to take
part, and freely unburden their minds of any grievances or want of attention. They are
counseled to be of good cheer; they are encouraged to be more zealous and active in all
laudable efforts toward self-support; to exert tl.Jemselves more diligently to till the soil; to
accept the provisions of their last treaty, and make selections of SUs; to build houses, and
secure home comforts; to support their schools (if they have one) by sending their children
each day of t.he school year; after which the invoices are presented, the goods opened, and
carefully invoiced by the two witnesses, assisted by a committee of Indians appointed by
the Indians for the purpose. When all are found correct, the report is made, and receipts
taken therefor from the chiefs, headmen, and heads of families ; and the chiefs, headmen.
and interpreter proceed to prepare the rolls. The rolls are made up as follows:
No.

Names.

Marks.

Men.

Women.

Boys.

Girls.

Total.

Witnesses.
;,

In making this roll the interpreter is required to inform himself of the present condition of
each family; w hetb er old, poor, lame, and blind, or specially unfortunate, or industrious,
and the necessary remarks are made indicating these things upon the roll. After the roll
has been prepared, then it is closely inspected and compared with the roll of the previous
year by the agent; and the goods intended for each family are placed opposite the name,
always being' careful to reward the aged, blind, lame, &c., with a larger proportion than the
less affiicted. These goods are then put up in bundles or packages. and the Indian's name
placed upon it. These are then distributed in regular order; after w hic'-1. congratuiatory
speeches are made, and the agent proceeds to the next reservation, and the Indians either separate, going to their homes, hunting or fishing grounds, or rice-fields, or remain to enjoy a day
of feasting and dancing. Payments were made the past year as follows : Grand Portage
bands, October 18, lt>76; Buis Forte bands, January 26, 1877; Pond duLac ban.ds, Pebruary
6, 1877; Red Cliff bands, :February 27, ltli7; Bad River bands, Pebruary 2R, 1877; Lac
Courte d'Oreille bands, April 3, 1tl77; Lac du Flambeau band5, May 18, 1877. Several
ineffectual efforts were made to get the two latter bands together in the winter, but owing to
bad roads, and no snow, they could not be reached till the dates named. Much delay and
many annoyances were experienced in delivering the goods, owing no d,•ubt to the late date
at which Congress made the appropriation. The expense was quadruple, and in some instances ten times the amount was demanded. For instance, Red Cliff ·bauds, ou the lake.
Had I been able to get possession of my goods in November, I could have shipped them
from Duluth to Red Cliff by water at about :20 cents per 100 pounds, while it cost $2 per 100
pounds to have them hauled by sleigh the 90 miles aeross the country.
AGRICULTURE.

The proc;pects are very favorable for the best crops the Chippewas have ever hau. Never
in the history of these ludians have they made such a general effort to plant aU the seed
furnished, and never have they come so near succeeding. Over 2,000 bushels of potatoes
have been planted; Ov bushels of oats, 70 bushels of corn, 2,675 bushels of turnips,
50U tons of hay, 0 bushels of pease, and over 32.000 bushels of potatoes, besides all of the
smaller produce in large quant:ties, it is estimated will be harvested. The seeds have
invariably been planted and tended by the Indians. Tbe ground was prepared in many instance last fall, a great many acres having been cleared and plowed and made ready for
seed long before planting time. When told last fall that the Indians were to receive the
goods aud supplies iu payment for labor performed on their 80s, it seemed to renew their
faith in the promi e that had freqUFmtly been made in years gone by-that the Government
intended to help the poor Indian. Now, the Indians who live on reservations where regular
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employes are stationed, and who have taken 80s, (Red Cliff, Bad River, and Lac Courte
d'Oreille, for instance,) saw in this the answer t.o their petitions, made, lo! these many years,
that the Government would assist them to clear off and ope 1 up farms in this wild wilderness. They went to work with a will. More enthusiasm was displayed than I have ever
witnessed before, each striving to outdo his neighbor, and all striving to have the very best
crops that bard work and good seed could produce upon not over-excellent soil ; and their
highest hopes have been realized.
Two years since, on the suggestion of Colonel Kemble, United States inspector, I moved
my residence from Bayfield to Red Cliff, where I could be with and among the Indians for
the purpose of bringing this reservation under as high a state of cultivation 1-tS the soil would
admit, it having been pronounced unfit for agricultural pursuits; and I have no hesitancy in
saying, from my experience upon this reservation, that there is no part of Northern Wisconsin or Minnesota but what can be utilized in this diret.tion. 1 have on this reservation two
small fields of as fine oats, one field of barley, and two of corn, as can be found anywhere in
th eHe States. To speak of this northern country as unfit for a w bite man to Jive in is foolish
in the ext1eme. What we want is the white man's knowledge and determination, backed np
and supported by the strong arm and power of end urance as found in the native red man,
and well-cultivated fields will take the place of this "how ling wilderness."
SCHOOL!':,

Of which we have seven-five day and two night schools. The one at Vermillion Lake
is now suspended for want of a good teacher and house to live in. .By far the 1post imp ortant of these schools is the mauual-labor and boarding school at Odanah, on Bad River
reservation. I cannot speak too highly of the importance of this work and the mannf'T in
which it is prosecuted. I think next to an Indi an agent the missionary school-teacher
should not only be endowed with the patience of a Job, but should have the wisdom of a
Solomon. These requisites the missionary at Odauah possesses in a great measure.
On the 1st of July, 1876, I. inaugurated at Red Cliff a system of lunches fN each child
who attended school; this lunch was prepared very plain, bread and butter being all that
was allowed. The Indian children were so glad to get this food that th e schools were
doubled in a few days. The lunches were continued Juring the year with entire satisfaction. Soon after our success at Red Cliff was published auroad, Mr. Baird, of Odanah
S('hool, made a similar trial at his day-school with the same grand n•sult. Mr. Baird issued
to each child who bad been in attendance all day a little sal'lc containing about a quart of
In dian meal. This was done by the teacher handing the cbilc1ren ' the sack as they pa~sed
o11t to their homes at the close of school. For a full report of which, see his report herewith.
It seems to me that this success i,'3 a mile-post pointing to a day not far distant w}len lunchschools will be the acknowledged medium through which to secure regular daily attendance
upon schools for our poor Indians. I must certainly recommend this plan tt) the careful
study of those seeking the best mode for securing daily attendance, and hope for good reports. We have bad an attendance upon our schools of 202 chi ldren.
We have organized an Indian church with 52 members, officered complete, and a native
pastor installed, and have increased the membership 8 persons during the year. The missionaries at Odanah have frequently been called to perform the marri age ceremony. We
have expended for education during the year $8,216; for furth r particulars and statistics I
would refer to the reports of Messrs. Baird, Pew, Gordon, and Mrs. Crocker, herewith. Our
schools have been well attended and considerable advancement reported.
By far, the greatest need of this agency is civil Jaw. Delegate to the agent, judge, or jury
a. power sufficient to be recognized and obeyed. We have laws enough, but the difficulty
lies in having some one with power to execute them. For instance, one Indian belonging
to the Fond du Lac bands met another Indian on the rail-road in Carrollton County, Minnesota; an altercA.tion ensued ; Indian murdered ; coroner's jury met and found the Indian
bad lost his life at the hands of another Indian ; county too poor to arrest and pro ecute the
ca e; sheriff knows if be mak s the arrest county board will not only refuse to allow hi
actual expenses, but be can never be elected again in that county, because be did his duty
in making the arrest, and was the means of piling up taxes agaim,t the people. The people
in frontier counties claim that they are too poor to go to law. Therefore yon can never get
an officer who is elected by the people to prot:~ecute an Indian. Jails should be built npou
ea ·h r rvation, and authority to el ct or appoint "Ome one to execute civil law. Indians
tnu t be made to feel that there is a power in the Government; A.nd o sure a they t ar
down and burn up their neighbor's fences, just so sure will they be puni bed. Give us civil
law, and power to execute it.
RECOMMENDATION •

I can no too forcibly impr s upon our friend
sity for means for furni biug the daily lunches,
po . ibl tb ot~ r chool. at tbi agency shonld
. A d pr~dat10n of mor than one kind, and
tlon of tbJ!l agency, have become so frequent,

in Congress and the Department the nece at least for Bad River and Red Cliff, and if
be liberally upported in this dire ·tion .
e pecially upon the timber on th re ervait is thought advit:~a.ble to take orne step
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looking to the sale of that portion not required for pl'lrmanent homes for the Indians. I
would therefore recommend that all the surplus land be sold for the benefit of those living
upon the several reservations, and that the proceeds be invested in Government securities,
and the interest used annually in making comfortable homes for those who are striving to
become self-supporting. I would, however, give the Indians an opportunity to Sfllect 80s
-q.nder the treaty of 1854, before the land is sold. It is suggested that the 20 or 30 persons
belonging to the Red Cliff bands who have not been provided with 80s should be allowed
to take them within the boundary of the 18 sections set aside by executive order for thPir
benefit, and then the surplus placed upon the market as above indicated. This will apply
equally to all other reservations. There are large bodies of valuable pine upon these reservations that should be sold at once, as the winds, 'fire, and logging-meu constantly are
reducing its value.
Reference is respectfully made to the report of the two explorer~ who were sent out to examine the country about Verm_illion Lake, and my report thereon, and I must earnest.ly
recommend that the desired legislation be secured to permanently locate the employes aud
schools at Vermillion Lake for the benefit of the Boise Fort bands. The benefits to be derived from their treaty is rapidly passing away, and but little permanent good reached. I
Jo hope, therefore, that a sufficient amount of land ma,y be set aside for their permanent
use and occupancy, and the necessary funds appropriated to build schools and other houses
thereon.
The Lac du. Flambeau bands have a reservation on Flambeau River, in 'Wisconsin, estimatPd to be worth nearly $300,000. Those Indians should be permitted to ma!te selPctions
of tlUs witpin the boundary of the bard-wood lands skirting the lake, and the balance sold
at once for their benefit, and the funds thus obtained invested in Government securities, and
the interest annu'ally expended in bringing · tho~e Indians under the civilizing infl\].ences of
the agency. These Indians are now scattered all over Northern Wisconsin, begging, in
i:nany cases, from house to house for food to eat. They are in a wretched and miserable
conclition that begg·ars description.
The Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions have conducted the manual-labor and boarding school on Bad River reservaLiou for the past five or six years under coutract; they hcwe
also permitted the children of the reservation to attend the day-school, which is quite an ex
pense, without receiving any compensation. I would recommend that at least $1,000 be
allowed the board for this service during the next year. This will enable the board to provide the school with maps, charts, books, &c., that s.eem indispensable.
In addition to the usual appropriation for civilization purposes, I would respectfully ask
that at least $5, 000 be appropriated for building houses, purchase of cattle, and cleariug
lands taken up by Indians under the treaty of ltl54. These Indians are anxious to work,
and it seems pP-culiarly unfortunate that the Department is not supplied with funds sufficient
to help them when they are so worthy.
·
I would respectfully ask that the boundary-lines of the reservation be surveyed and distinctly blazed this season. Trespassers would then have no excuse for cutting Indian timber.
The new year starts in with evidently more flattering prospects for Indian civilization
than ever before; one by one the old landmarks of suJ:lerstitious error and indolent barbarism are passing away; we can see the signs of improvement all around us. Indian civilization is no longer a myth, a probl em to be solved by a wise man, but a reality. Teach the
wild apd restless savage that by the sweat of his own brow be may secure a living and be
comfortable; after this, the school and Bible; but do not undertake to Christianize a human
being with a stomach craving food: teach them to work that they may live; then talk to
them of the better life and the death of a loving Saviour, and their eyes will brighten and
their ears open, and the words you speak enter their hearts and bring forth fruit. No more
noble vocation cau be found than that of leading a poor and despised Indian from his ignorance, supe'rstition, and misery up the ladder to self-support, and to realize the sense of
obligation to a loving Father who seeth, knoweth, and rewardeth according to our deserts.
V <>ry respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. L. MAHAN,
United States Indtun Agent.
'l'he COMMlSSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

SHO HONE AND BANNOCK AGENCY,

Wyoming Territory, September 1, 1877.
=. In acc~rdance with instructions received from the Department, I have the honor to
t:an m1t herew1th my fir t annual report of th e affairs of this agency. Owing to the short
t1me of m~ occup~ucy, I d.o not kno~ that I shal.l be able to furni~sh the Department with
a full detmls and mformat1on concernmg the reqmrements and wants of the agency and the
Indians under my charge as may be desired.
Upon my arrival I relieved my predecessor, Dr. James Irwin, on the 1st day of June, ·_as
IR
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per my communication to the honorable CommissionPr of the 2d of June, 11377. The Inilian
houses, 15 in number, agency buildings, engine, and some other prope.rty, for which I
receipted to late Agent Irwin, were found to b e in a very bad rondition, which in clue course
of time will be put in proper repair. A considerable quantity of lumber will be required
for this and other necessary repairs about the agency. The houses built for the Shoshones
by the Government in 1874 are entirely destitule of furniture of any kind save the old-style
nine-plate southern-plantation stove. It is desirable thH.t these houses should be made habitable, by supplying them with common pine furniture, which could be done by the agency
carpenter, provirled we could get the lumber.
The agency warehouse is a very unsafe place to keep such a large amount of stores in as
are usually on band at agencies, being built of cottonwood boards one inch thick, nailed
upon end and battened, joining the engine-room and grist mill. The issue-roo·m is a small
building, 24 by J8, and will n ot admit of standing-room inside to persons drawing rations.
This works a great hardship upon those who come to receive them, especially so to women,
when they are compelled to wait in the cold and storm their turn to be served with food. I
respectfully recommend that a suitable building be erected at this agency, which will be at
once a safe place to store supplies in and a.lso an issue-room. This would be an act of
bum:mity to the Indians, and relieve the agent of a great d , al of anxiety with reference to
the security of the property of which he has the care.
·
The Shoshones are rapidly drifting toward a useful and industrious ' life. They take to
farming and stock-raising quite naturally. It bas now been several years since the Shoshones began cultivating the soil in this valley; but each year proved a reverse, the locu sts
ruining thei_y crops, until the Indians became well-nigh discouraged. It was decided they
would not wholly give up the effort, but try again. The preparation for putting in a large
crop the. present season was therefore abandoned, and but about 100 acres was pl an ted.
The Shoshones number 1,800, and of these about 1,300 have come directly under the influence of the agency. They have 52f> acres of land fenced, and at one . tim e h ad mr)re than
300 acres of land broken by the Government, but truth compels me t.o state that over onethird of that has now gone back to sod and weeds, so that when the Shoshones are ready to
plow again it will be as though it had never been broken. The Indians, however, are not
to bl a me for this "going back," and had· it not h11.ve heen for the terrible plague of locus til,
which rendered all their work as nothing, much would have been accompli~ h ed by them.
Yet the effort mado by t.bem bas not been barren of re ults; they have exemplified their willingness to work, a ud during all theil' adversity have manifested a courage not more than
equaled by the strongest-hearted white man in the land. It requires considerable sldll to
raise crops by irrigation, but locusts baffie the skill of all. Tber~>fore the progress of the
Shoshones has been and will be neces~arily slow. I see nothing to impire the belief that
they will become self-su~taining before the end of the next decade. They farm but a small
plat of ground each, anll that is sufficient to teach them how to grow thing s . But too much
must not be expected from them for a few years ; with Indians, more will be gained to
''make baste slowly."
·
But their progress in ed u cation should keep evBn pace with their other attainments. No
school bas been in session at this agency for several years. A day- choo l was opened in
January, 1 72, and c.ontinued until December 31, 1874, with, from various causes, occasional intermissions; among others, the fact that wood and grass are scarce about the agency.
Wood, e. pecially, mu t be brought from the mounta ins, JO miles away; but the Indians,
not having been taught to provide wood for winter use by hauling, prefer to move to where
the e materials are p lentiful, which interferes with the attendance of the children at a dayschool. However, if there should be a manual-labor and boarding school opened for them,
I feel ure that many would attend it-enough to warrant the effo rt and expense-and that it
would in time become a great success. I cannot so.y that the Sboshones have a great liking
for the work now, but it is becau e they have not yet learned to realize the benefit of an
edu ation. I think by opening a school among them of the kind suggested a liking for it
would ~;oon be created. Thr.re is a cbool-house at the agency, size 32 hy 16, made of sawed
log.,. and supplied with pine benches, beating-stove, books, slates, &c., and will seat 40
scholar coo,fortably. I am orry not to be able to report any progress; but where a people
pay no regard to ednc~tiona.l matter they can.not be ~·onsider~d progressive. I earne tly
hope. b~fore a gr at whtle to have good school m operatton at thts agency.
~1 1 :10nary work has never been undertaken at this agency. The Protestant Episcopal
. hurch a ·t~med the charge of the religion training of the Sho hones. These Indi ans would
1t t n at euttv ly to r ligion teaching, and thi ag1ncy pre. enta a tine fiRld for work of thi.
churactf'r, and should by all ITt an. be commenced immediately. In 1873 a ciA. of fourt n
yo~th '~·as prc•par d by the teacher and baptized by the late Bishop Randall the . am year.
Itt. _d . nable that tep. bo tal{en to ;uitiate mi. !'lion -work at this point at a. early a day a.
P .·. t~l · Many pportunities for d ing good h ave already passed by u11improved. Th
attf'otto n of the p~np r authorities ha<~ fr quently been invited to the nbject.
.
fore the provt.' ns of the treaty of l 6 began to be npplied by the Government, the
h!J houe. f~IIO\\ d uo oth r pur uit. or occupation but that of the cha<~e, by which they
gllmed ub t I D<' · Th~ fur ~nd p !try tak n by them were bo.rtered for r! iffereut ort of
orul\m 0 Hand fau Y arucle~ ot dr . In manufactures they were also defident in know!-
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edge, being confined to willow-ware, bead-work, and implements of warfare, consisting of
the bow, arrow, and spear. They also had a knowledge of making a very good article of
glue. The above articles, however, were only made by them in quantities sufficient for their
.
.
own nse, and not for the purpos·es of commerce.
The Indians are becoming quite industrious in looking after their farms and stock. Every
family has now one or more head of cattle, and are feeling very proud of them. They are
learning to handle their stock to better advantage than formerly, this being ·the first season
the Indians have assumed entire control of their herds, of which they now possess about
1,400 head. There is also due to them from the Govemment two installments of $5,000 each,
or a total of $10,000, payable in stock·cattle, under the treaty of the Hon. F. R. Brunot, of
September 26, 1872. The above stock-cattle will probably be delivered during the next
year.· The Indians do not sell, trade off, or kill these cattle, but are saving them against
the time, which they know is not far distant, when there will not be sufficient game in the
country to subsist upon. .
.
The Shoshones are perfectly quiet and peaceable, ~nd are beginning to realiz e the great
benefits conferred upon them by the Governmeut in the application of the "peace policy."
In regard to the feasibility of the civilization of the Shoshones there can be no doubt of the
fact. They desire to have schools for their children, more houses to live in, wagons and
plows for their ponies, and the headmen have recently been considering the question of raising fruit-trees in this valley, and reque·s t me to ~sk the honorable commissioners to send
them "some tre3s to try." They are willing to work for these things, and to help them·
.
.
selves all that they can.
Bnt it would be an· encouragement to the Shoshones in their industrial pursuits to increase
the employe force at this agency. '.Phe complaint is frequent that they have no one to show
them how to work, which contains a great deal of truth ; and in this connection I desire to
invite the attention of the Department to the limited number of employes allowed at this
agency. By article 10 of the treaty of 1868, "1'he United States agree to furnish annually
to the Indians, the physician, teachers, carpenter, miller, engineer, fai:mer, and blat:ksmith,
as herein contemplated, and that such appropriations shall be made, from time to time, on
the estimates of the Secretary of the Interior, as will be sufficient to employ such persons."
There is no provision made in said treaty to employ oth(·r help at the agency than those
mentioned in the foregoing, and if it"be not contemplated that the above-named treaty·employes shall do and perform other work than that indicated by the treaty named, then the
practical working of this agency is overthrown, and I would respectfully suggest t~at such
legislation shall be had as will enable the agent of the Shoshones to retain the full number
of employes named in said treaty each year, and that he be ·authorized to assign said employes to such other duties about th~ agency as will be to the interest of the Government
and of this tribe. The number of employes now engaged here is five, namely: blacksmith,
carpenter, farmer, and clerk, and also one assistant butcher, who is paid from .the proceeds of
the sale of beef-hides . . trpon these I must depend for the performance of all necessary work
to be done at the agency; and under the present law of issuing rations, so much of their
time is taken up with that as to leave but little time for any other employment.
.
The faith of the Shoshones in the physician and medicines provided for them by the Government is increasing, and their confidence in the sorcery and incantations practiced by the
native " medicine men" is less than ever before. As it is desirable that civilizing influences
should be extended to the Shoshones from every available quarter, I would respectfully rec·
om mend that a hospital be provided for the proper care and treatment of the sick of the tribe.
It is not possible to render fnll justice, in the way of medical treatment, in any other way.
The hospital should be located midway between the agency and the Hot Springs, and could
be erected at a cost not to exceed $4,000.
,
As a common rule, Indians do not wear the citizen's dress because, as they say, it is not as
comfortable nor as convenient as the blanket/ &c. Yet most of the Shoshones who receive
clothing from the Government wear them when large enough. But they do not get enough
to do them for a year, and some will trade them off for a trifle. Under the present mode of
issuing a year's supply of clothing, &c., to Indians, it has a tendency to and does make
them improvident. If the annuities sen,t here by the Government for the Shoshones were
to be dealt out to them, say, twice a year, while it would add somewhat to the duties of the
agent, it would be much to the advantage of the Indians.
Several horrible Indian massacres occurred during the year near the northern and southeastern line of this reservation. During the month of October ·last, while the Shoshones
wer~ on one of their annual hunts, the village became divided ; Washakie, with the greater
portwn, struck across the country from the base of the Sierra Shoshones Mountains to the
mouth of Owl Creek, on Big Wind River; the smallest party, 11nder two braves named Naakie. and Ta-goon-dum, started for the river above the mouth of Grey Bull, where, having
arnved, the pro~pect of a successful hunt was propitious. Large herds of buffalo were
everywhere In s1ght.; but the next morning after their arrival this little band, comprising
men, women, and children, wer suddenly attacked by Dnll Knife's band of ho11tile Cheyem~es, numbering. about 400 warriors. The battle, one of the fiercest ever waged on these
plams, lasted nnt1l after sundown, when the hostiles withdrew· and the Shoshones found
their casualties were, one man, two women, and two children kihed outright. The Chey-
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ennes, it was thought, also suffered severely, but their loss was not ascertained. The same
hostile 11rmy, in a few days afterward, struck several small parties of miners and trappers in
the mountains east of the agency, whom they killed, and drove off their stock. Eight white
men anj five Shoshones are kuown to have fallen victims in this terrible massacre. The
bodies of all those murdered persons, save one, men, women, and children, have been left unburied where they fell.
During the year whisky in considerable quantities has been introduced upon the reservation by parties unknown to me; thus far one case has been prosecuted, which resulted in
the conviction of the offender, who is now serving a two years' sentence in the penitentiary.
In regard to this evil I have to say that where there are so many persons upon the reservation without authority, it is impossible for the s.gent to detect the guilty parties.
As perhaps may be well known, there are on this reservation at the present time anum·
ber of persons located upon lands prior to its being set apart as a reservation in 1868. These
claims have been recognized by the Government as valid, and a commission appointed to
appraise said property ; but the settlers have not had their claims liquidated, and they still
remain, extending their farms, renewing their buildings, and from time to time other members of their families have joined them, until now quite a settlement of whites are near the
agency. The Shoshones object to these persons remaining here ; they look upon it, and
justly, I think, as an infringement on their rights; the·se persons also have large herds of
stock which graze on the Indians' lands. They represent that these people ought to be paid
for their claims and required to move away. I earnestly recommend that action be taken
to correct this evil, and that the number of persons upon this reservation be reduced to those
strictly authorized by law to be upon Indian reservationfl.
This report and the accompanying statistics, though I am sorry to say do not show the
progress that would be desirable, are as close an approximation, and as near the truth, as I
am able to make them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES I. PATTEN,
United States Indian Agent.

The
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REPORT OF CIVIL AND MILITARY COMMISSION TO NEZ PERCE INDIANS
W ASHlNGTON TERRITORY AND THE NORTHWEST.

POHTLAND, OREG.,

December 1, 1876.

SIR: The special commission on Indian matters, called by telegraphic instructions dated
October 13, lt376, to rendezvous at Chicago, Ill., met at the Palmer House in that city on
the 17th of that month, all the members being present excepting Bvt. Col. H. Clay Wood,
assistant adjutant-general, United States Army, who was in Oregon.
On Wednesday, the 18th, the commission set out for San Francisco, wbere they arrived
the 25th. At that place we received your full instructions, designating the undersigned,
"with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, members of a commission to visit tha
Nez Perce and other roving bands of Indians in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington Territory,
with a view to secure their settlement upon reservations and their early entrance upon a civilized life," and to perform various other duties therein specified. A copy of said instructions
is herewith attached, marked A.
October 28 the commission left by steamer for Portland, reaching there November 1, where
the commission was organized by the choice of Mr. Jerome as chairman, and Mr. Stickney
as secretary. Joined by Colonel Wood the commission left Portland, November 3, and pro·
ceeded by steamboat, railroad, and stage, to Lapwai (.Nez Perce) Indian agency, 370 miles
from Portland, reaching there Tuesday night, November 7.
MEETING AT LAPWAI,

Information of the e.ssembling of the commission at Lapwai, Idaho, on or about Novem·
her 8, had been seasonably forwarded to Agent Monteith, at Lapwai, with instructions to
lose no time in sending for the non·treaty Nez Peree Indians, and especially for Joseph and'
his band, to be there at that time. A large number of treaty Indians bad already arrived
from Kamiah and other points, but no reliable tidings had been received from Joseph. The
commission busied itself with an examination of the agency-of the improved and unimproved farming-lands in the valleys of the Lapwai and Sweetwater Rivers; questions of
encroachment on the reservation by white settlers; obligations of the Government under
the treaties not yet discharged, as also in long conference with the friendly or treaty
Indians-until November 1 I th, when it was announced that Joseph and his band hac).
camped on the reservation within seven or eight miles of thEl ageucy. A call upon him by
the chairman of the commission, accompanied by Agent Monteith and interpreter, James
Reuben, a Nez Perce, developed the fact that he had come with a considerable portion of
his band, by easy stages, and that his business, even now, did not demand haste. An appointment was finally secured for a council to be convened in the church at Lapwai, near
the agency, on Monday, November 13, 1876, at 12 m., nearly a week after the arrival of
the commissioners.
A few moments before the appointed hour the head of his well·mounted column was seen
from the agency turning a point in the road. With military precision and order it massed
itself in front of, but at considerable distance from, the church. As he entered the church
with his band it was evident that their ranks were considerably swelled by the addition of
other prominent non-treaty Indians, as also by some malcontents among those who acknowledged themselves bound by the treaties. The commission occupied the platform of
the church. Joseph and his band, sixty or seventy in number, (induding malcontents,)
after an exchange of salutations by himself and a few of his headmen with the commission,
took seats upon our left, the treaty-Indians filling the right and center of the house.
Brief personal introductions by General Hvward followed, who also made to Joseph a
plain and concise statement of the peaceful errands and objects of the commission.
From the first it was apparent that Joseph was in no haste. Never was the policy of
masterly inactivity more fuliy inaugurated. He answered every salutation, compliment,
and expression of good-will, in kind, and duplicated the quantity. Au alertness and dexterity
in intellectual fencing was exhibited by him that was quite remarkable.
He is in the full vigor of his manhood; six feet tall, straight, well formed, and muscular;
his forehead is broad, his perceptive faculties large, his bead well formed, his voice musical
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and sympathetic, and his expression usua11y calm and sedate, when an1mated marked and
magnetic. His younger brother, in whose ability he evidently confides-putting him forward much of the time as his advocate-is two inches taller than himself, equally well
formed, quite as animated, and perhaps more impassioned in speech, though possibly infe·
rior in judgment.
When, in answer to suggestions and general inquiry, no grievance was stated. the commission plied him with questions touching his occasional occupation of Wallowa Valley, and
the irritations and disturbances consequent thereon with the w bite settlers, he answered, h~
had not come to talk about land, and added that these white settlers bad first informed him
of the appointment of this commission, expressing their belief that on its assembling all
these troubles Wl-mld be settled, and they (the whites) would retire from the valley. In this,
and the following interviews, which were long drawn out, one of them continuing into th~
night, Joseph maintained his right to Wallowa Valley, including, as we understood, the
tract· of cou11try set apart as a reservation for him and his band, by Executive order dated
June 16, 1873, and shown in drawing accompanying this report, marked B, and also extending to and including Imnaha Valley, where he and his band spend most of their time. As
Joseph did not move upon and occupy this reservation, .said order was revoked June 10,
1875. This tract embraces a territory equal to 1,425 square miles, and is larger than the
present reservation. Joseph, as will be seen, does not base his claim of right upon the
Executive order.
'l'he commission answered that a part of the valley had already been surveyed and opened
to settlement; that if, by some arrangement, the white settlers in the valley could be induced
to leave it, others would come; that the State of Oregon, in whose territory the valley is
located, is inviting t.he w bite race from the four corners of the earth to come in and occupy
its hills and valleys, and would not be long willing so large a territory should be left to the
exclusive (and that but occasional) use of so small a band; and if it were, could hardly
prevent the permanent settlement of sueh immense tracts of land which be and his band
merely visit for a brief sea~on annually for bunting and fi shing ; and ·that in the conflicts
which may arise in the future, as in the past, between him and the whites, the President
might not be able to justify or defend him.
·
As against his claim of right to the valley, the commission stated that under the law of
nations the title of our government to this whole country, drained by the Columbia, bJ.
right of discovery and occupaLion, bad been admitted by other great nations; that notwithstanding this, the government had always sought to extinguish the Indians' possessory title,
w batever that may be ; that in respect to this Wallowa Valley, the President claimed that
he extinguished the Indian title to it by the treaty of 1863, which bore the signatures of a
majority of their chiefs and headmen; but in a spirit of generosity he was disposed , rather
than press his rights to issue, to treat for an adjustment of present differences: that owing
to the coldness of the climate the Wallowa Valley is not a suitable location for an Indian
reservation, and is now in part set.tled by white squatters for grazing purposes. It is embraced within the limits of the State of Oregon, and th e Indians would therefore be under
the jurisdiction of the State and local laws. As a general proposition, Indians do not receive,
at least from the locRl officials and State courts, the protection contemplated by the laws, and
accorded to the whites. The State of Oregon could not probably be induced to cede the
jurisdiction of the valley to the United States for an Indian reserv ation. Consequently,
we suggested a willingness to set apart suitable lands for tillage and pasture for himself an_d
his band upon the presen t res'e rvation; to aid him in the erection of houses, in fencing theu
land, in procuring farming implements and other helps to peaceful industries, and to habits
of life consonant with the spirit of the age, together with the privileges now enjoyed by the
treaty-Indians; and to secure such rights and privileges for fi shing and bunting as would be
consistent with a settled pastoral, rathe,r than a nomadic life.
The rerly to all such suggestions, seriously made and oft repeated both by Joseph and
bis brother, was to the efrect that the "Creative Power," when he made the earth, made no
marks, no lines of division or separation upon it, and that it should be allowed to remain as
then made. The earth was his mother. He was made of the earth and grew up on its
bosom. The earth, as his mother and nurse, was sacred to his affections, too sacred to be
valued by or sold for silver and gold. He could not cousent to sever his affections from the
land that bore him. He was content to live upon such fruits as the "Creative Power"
placed within and upon it, and unwillin g to barter the e and his free habits away for the
ne' mod of life propo ed by us. Moreover, the earth carrieu chieftainship, (which the
interpreter explained tom an law, authority, or control,) and ther fore to part with the earth
would be o part with himself or with his self-control. He asked nothing of the Pre ident.
He was able to take care of him elf. He did not desire Wallow a alley as a r ervation,
for that would ubject him and hi band to the will of and dependence on anoth r, and to
law not of tb ir own making. He was di posed to live peaceably. He and his band h!ld
suffer d ~rong rather than do wrong. One of their number was wick dly lain by a w?tte
man d~nn~ the last urn er, but be would not avenge his death. But unav nged by btm,
tb vo1c _ot LLat broth r blood, sanctifying the ground, would call the du t of their father
back to life, to people the land in protest of this great wrong.
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The serious and feeling manner in which he uttered these sentiments was impressive. He
was admonished that in taking this position be placed himself in antagonism to the President,
whose government extended from ocean to ocean; that if he held to this position, sooner
or later there would come an issue, and when it came, as the weaker party, be and his band
would go to the wall; that the President w.as not disposed to 'deprive him of any just right
or govern him by his individual will, but merely subject him to the same just and equal
1aws by which he himself as well as all his people were ruled.
We pointed him to the fact that the wild, nomadic habits of the Indians cut off most of
their offspring in infaney and many of their aged before their time; that warm, permanent
homes, comfortable clothing, and better food, made sure at regular seasons, would as certainly
promote happiness as they would longevity.
He and his band have fallen under the influence of the "dreamers," (Smohollah,) a
modern spiritualistic mysticism, known of late among the Indians of this region, and repre'Sented in his baud by his "medicine-man" or magician, who is understood to have great
power over him and the whole band. We had waited long for his coming, as we thought
very needlessly, and did not think it best to wait longer, with hope of shaking his resolve,
buttressed, as we knew it to be, in a new-fangled religious de.lusion and kept alive by a kind
of wizard, who allowed no word to enter his ear except also strained through his own.
· We thought it best to close the conference, after. reading him a formal proposition, as
recorded on page 37 of our proceedings, marked U, hereto attached, and leave him to his
reflections, with the request that if he came to a better mind he communicate with the agent.
(See proposition.)
·
.
•
CAUSE OF TROUBLE WITH THE NON-TREATY INI1'1ANS, INCLUDING JOSEPH AND HIS·
FOLLOWERS.

The dreamers, among other pernicious doctrines, teach that the earth being created by
God complete, should not be disturbed by man, and that any cultivation of the soil or other
improvemen ts to interfere with its natural productions, any voluntary submission to the control of the government, any improvement in the way of schools, cburches, &c., are crimes
from which they shrink. '!'his fanaticism is kept alive by the superstitions of these "dreamers," who industriously teach that if they continue steadfast in their present belief, a leader
will be raised up in the East who will restore all the dead Indians to life, who will unite
with them in expelling the whites from their country, wht)n they will again enter upon and
repossess the lands of their ancestors.
·
Influenced by such belief, Joseph and his band firmly declined to enter into any negoti.ations or make any arrangement that looked to a final settlement of the questions pending
between him and th~ government.
·
While the commission give all due weight to the precedents and authorities in the government's dealings with Indians, and to the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United
States, which recognize an undefined right of occupancy by Indians to large sections of the
,c ountry, as fully set forth in Colonel Wood's report, (copy on file in the department,) yet in
view of the fact that these Indians do not claim simply this, but set up an absolute title to
the lands, an absolute and independent sovereignty, and refuse even to be limited in their
-claim and control; necessity, humanity, and good sense constrain the governmen.t to set
metes and bounds and give regulations to these non-treaty Indians.
Certainly the fact that J osepb's father, chief of this same band, joined in the treaty of
1855, implied a surrender of any specific rights to any particular portion·of the whole reserve,
which includes the Wallowa Valley, only retaining an undivided interest. This fact ren-ders the present Joseph's specific claim to ·even the right of occupancy still )llore uncertain,
and if the principle usually applied by the government of holding that the Indians with
whom they have treaties are bound by majorities is here applied, Joseph should be required
to live within the limjts of the present reservation.
We therefore recommend,
First. That the leaders and teachers of what is known as the "dreamer" belief be
required to return to the agencies where they belong forthwith, and in case of refusal that
they be removed from further contact with the roaming Indians by immediate transportation
to the Indian Territory.
There is at least one such "dreamer" with Joseph's band, to ·whom reference has been
previously made in this report.
Second. With this pregnant cause of trouble thus removed, so long as Joseph and his
band remain in the Im-na-ha Valley, and visit the Wallowa Valley for hunting, fishing, and
.grazing for only a short time in each year, we recommend a speedy military occupancy of
the valley by an adequate force to prevent a recurrrence of past difficulties between the
whites and the Indians. Meanwhile the agent of the Nez Perces should continue his efforts
to settle these Indians in se veralty upon thfl lands of the reservation that are still vacant.
Third. Unless they should conclude to settle quietlyj as above indicated, within a reason-
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able time in the judgment of the department, they should then be placed by force upon the
Nez Perce reservation, and, in satisfaction of any possible rights of occupancy which they
may have, the same aid and allotments of land granted to the treaty Nez Perces should be
extended to them on the reservation.
Fourth. If these Indians overrun land belonging to the whites and commit depredations
upon their property, disturb the peace by threats or otherwise, or commit any other overt act
of hostility, we recommend the employment of sufficient force to bring them into subjection,
and to place them upon the Nez Perce reservation.
The Indian agent at Lapwai should be fully instructed to carry into execution those suggestions, relying at all times upon the department commander for aid when necessary.
Fifth. We recommend the adoption of a similar policy toward the other non-treaty Indians
of the Yakama, Umatilla, and Nez Perce agencies, including other Indians who have wandered from their reservations, and for this purpose the agents having the eare of these reservations should be directed to take similar action to that recommended for the Nez Perce agent.
NON-COMPLIANCE BY THE GOVERNMENT WITH ITS TREATY OBLIGATIONS.

During an interview held with the agent and treaty Indians, for the purpose of ascertaining whether there were suffi~ient unoccupied tillable lands for Joseph's band on the reservation, and for the further purpose of securing their co-operation to aid us in inducing Joseph
to come upon the reservation, facts were brought to our attention of a failure on the part of
the Government to fulfill its treaty stipulations with these Indians. The commission therefore deem it their duty to call the attention of the Government to this subject.
First. Article 2 of the treaty of June 9, 1863, provides that no white man, excepting such
as may be employed by the Indian Department, shall be permitted to reside upon the
reservation, without permission of the tribe and the superintendent and agent.
By reference to page 3 of our proceedings at Lapwai, bereto appended, will be found the
statement of Mr. J. B. Monteith, the United States Indian agent, to the effect that W. G.
Langford asserts a claim to 640 acres, covering that at present occupied by the agency.
Finny claims and occupies as much more.
Colwell claims and occupies about seventy-five acres.
D. B. Randall claims 50 acres.
It is clearly the duty of the government to adjust and quiet these claims, and remove the
parties from the reservation. Each day's delay to fulfill this treaty stipulation adds to thedistrust of the Indians in the good faith of the government.
By reference to page 8 of proceedings, C, hereto appended, it will appear the commission:
adopted a resolution recommending the agent to revoke the license given Randall by James
O'Neil, a former agent, for the location of a stage-station on the reservation, and take possession of the land. This recommendation was deemed proper, inasmuch as the station
has been abandoned for more than a year, there being no further use for it, and the lands
were wanted for the use of the Indians.
Second. Article :3, of the same treaty of 1863, provides for the survey of the land suitable
for cultivation into lots of twenty acres each.
White a survey is reported by the agent to have been early made, no measures were then
or have been since taken to adjust farm limits to the lines of the surveyed lots.
Third. Rules and regulations for continuing the possession of these lots and the improvements thereon in the families of deceased Indians have not been prescribed, as required by
the treaty.
.
Fourth. It is also provided that certificates (or deeds) for such tracts shall be issued to
individual Indians.
The failure of the Government to comply with this important provision of the treaty
causes much uneasiness among the Indians, who are little inclined to spend their labor and'
means in improving ground held by the uncertain tenure of the pleasure of an agent.
Fifth. Article 7 of the treaty provides for a payment of $4,665 in gold coin to them for
services and horses furnished the Oregon mounted volunteers in March, 1856.
It is asserted by the Indians that this provision of the treaty has hitherto been disregarded
by the Government.
The commis ion would emphasize the opinion that every consideration of justice and equity
as well as expediency, demands from the Government a faithful and literal compliance with
all its treaty obligations toward the Indians. .A. failure to do this is look~d upon as had fA.it,h.
and can be productive of only bad results.
ON OLTDATJON OF AGENC!E •

~he ~ommission i

in tructcd "to take into con ideration the subject of reducing by consohdatJon the numb r f re rvations in the Terri.tories visited, and, if such a cour e shall
e deemed a vi abl , to makt> recommendation as to the location of the consolidated agenc1e
and tbe m thod to b pur u d to ecnre och consolidaton."
Owing to the lateness of the season and the delays attending our interviews with J o eph
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and his band, we have been able to visit only the Umatilla, Yakama, Nez Perce, Puyallup,
and Neah Bay reservations. From these comparatively limited means of information we
have collated much useful knowledge.
All the Indians in Oregon and the Territories of Washington and Idaho could be well,
accommodated with sufficient arable land, suitable in soil and climate for comfortable homes,
upon the Nez Pel'ce and Yakama reservations alone. Here they would also find ample
pasture-lands for all their herds, supplies of pine, fir, and other timber suitable for building.
fencing, and fuel, streams filled with fish, and mountains teeming with game.
Upon the Nez Perce reservation at Lapwai is one saw-mill and one grist-mill, and the
same at Kamiah At Yakama are two saw-mills and one grist mill. These mills have
abundant capacity to saw the lumber and grind the grain for all the Indians in the- said
State and Territories, nor need any additional expense be incurred for the construction of
agency buildings.
In view of these important facts, we earnestly recommend that a system of reducing the
existing number of agen.cies be entered upon at once, as far as the same ean be effected
without violation of existing treaties, believing such action would not only result in a large
saving to the Government, but in promoting the true and highest interests of the Indians.
For in the interest of the Indian, in order to change his habits of life and render him speedily
self-supporting, there is required, as Agent Wilbur well says, "patient and constant perseverance, instructing, correcting, and reproving. This needs to be done everywhere-from
house to house, from camp to camp, on the mountains, at their fisheries, on the week-day and
on the Sabbath. They are grown-up children, and must be personally educated to work."
Such tutelage cannot be accomplished by allowing the Indians to be scattered without
govemmental direction and aid, as will be the case at the expiration of the present treaties,
or to roam at will, as thomands are doing in the valley of the Columbia to-day. The government should, in our judgment, assume and exercise a plain duty, viz, treat the Indians as
its wards, and exercise over them the necessary ·a nd wholesome authority.
It is evident this object can best be accomplished by judicious consolidation. The lands
thus vacated, after being appraised by parties unbiased by local sympathy or prejudice,
could be placed in the market at fair prices, and a fund accumulated, the income of which
would supply the Indians not only with means of inprovement, but also with farmingimplements and breeding-stock, as well as domestic comforts, and in various ways contributing to their proper establishment in their new homes. This is espeeially true of the Umatilla
reservation. Its improvements in agency buildings do not exceed fifteen hundred dollars,
or at most two thousand dollars, in value, the whole vast tract of valuable land being
suffered to lie waste, occupied by a mere handful of Indians who are incapable of developing
its rich treasures, all ready to reward the industry and skill of the farmer. Its location is in
the most productive region of Eastern Oregon, surrounded by thrifty farmers, aud embracing from fifteen thousand to twenty-five thousand acres of the best quality of land, valued
at not less than ten dollars per acre. Its extensive tracts of timber-land are equally if not
more valuable, and would be eagerly purchased if opened to settlement. Besides, there are
upon this reservation pasture-lands almost without limit, and water-power fu-rnished by the
Umatilla River of great value. While it is believed this reservation is but a sample of
others which offer equally strong inducements both to the government and for the benefit of
the Indians for consolidation, it is also true that some of them are almost worthless for the
purpose for which they have been set apart, and should, for that reason, be abandoned. The
Indian will never attain a knowledge of the arts of husbandry, and become independent
and self-sustaining, without the advantages of go::>d soil and other appliances deemed essential for successful farming.
Owing to the differences in religion, it will probably conduce to harmony and success to
consolidate so as to keep the Roman Catholics an 'l Protestants separate, as is now the case,
aud considering the difference of character, caused by the diff~rence of occupation, of the
Indians on and near Puget Sound from those in the interior, H will probably be best to
reduce these to two reservations, one Roman Catholic and one Prot .~ stant, thus keeping the
Sound Indians where they can pursue their present mode of living, viz, working for lumbermen and fishing. The Indians of a few reservations, on and near the mainland, for example
Puyallup, Chehalis, S'Kokomisb, &c., mig-ht be taken to the Yakama, and become farmers
and stock-raisers.
While the commission is clear in recommending and urging the policy of consolidation, it is
well aware that the detail necessarily accompanying its execution is complicated, req u ring the
utmost skill and time for its success. The scheme would doubtless be attended with some
difficulties, but it ils believed none of a serious nature would be encountered.
No one should be intrusted with the direction of so important an undertaking who bas
not bad experience and know ledge of Indian chnacter and habits, and whose antecedents
oflife do not signally qualify him for so delicate and arduous a service. When the right
person is found h .-~ should h we large discretion, full confidence of the a::lministration, with
liberty to invoke the aid, not only of the Indian agents, but of the military authority if
necessary.
The commis ion has deemed it expedient to refrain from further details in its recommendations on this point, believing tb at Congress will, in its wisdom, so legislate that the details
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in executing its laws would be largely left to the knowledge and experience of the depart·
ment. They are, however, justified, from the information they now have, in declaring their
decided opinion, that it. is for the interest of the government and the Indians to reduce the
fourteen agencies within the limits of the present Department of the Columbia to five, two on
Puget Sounrl, and one other in Washington Territory. one in Oregon, and one. in Idaho,
with the understanding that capable heads of families should have the privilege of remaining
where they are and taking up lands in severalty, in reasonable quantities and und er limitations as to its alienation to be prescribed by law.
COLVILLE AGENCY.

Onr instructions require us, if practicable, to visit the Cceur d'Alenes in Northern Idaho'
the Spokanes, J end d'Oreilles and Kootenays, also the Colville Indians, ·with a view of set"
· ·tJing certain difficulties that have arisen from their not being on the lands set apart for them'
·-or upon lands to which they have a title. The commission found it impossible to ·visit these
··tribes of Indians owing to the lateness in the season when they reached Washington Terri·
tory. We should have been detained in the Colville country for the winter, had we undertaken to go there as late as November, and remain long enough to visit the different tribes
:.that are very much scattered and examine into the questions at issue .
. With reference to the Colville Indians, Mr. Oppenheimer, a citizen who haR ~ arge inter-ests in Colville, having recently returned from the Colvill!) V u.lley to Portland, Oreg., makes
a statement in bt>half of the citizens, and accompanies it with a map. We inclose the st'a te ment and a copy of his map. While the commission believe that these Indians could properly be embraced within some present reservation, and would, not encourage the hope of a
new reservation for them, they are not, of course, prepared yet to make specific recommendations~ because of their inability to visit the localities mentioned.
CONCERNING UNITED STATF.S LAW.

Our instructions further require "suggestions with a. view of securing certainty, uniform·
ity, and promptitude in the execution of United States law both for whites and Indians (in
that part of the country) who are brought in contact with each other."
On the Yakama reservation the agent has been appointed by the district court a judicial
officer, i.
a United States commissioner. He declares that t~is arrangement, with his
added authority as agent, enables him to meet all possible cases of violation of law, and
secures the certainty, uniformit,y, and promptitude of execution of the laws.
Where the Indian agent is. not also a judicial officer, i. e., a United States commissioner,
numerous cases atise where Indians suffer remediless wrongs at the hands of desperadoes,
and also whites at the hands of bad Indians, for which there is at present no available relief.
This whole subject needs careful consideration by the law-officers of the government, that
the needed legislation may be recommended. Certainly, if the reservation system be continued, the Uuited States courts could be clothed with jurisdiction, if they do not now have
it, for all Indil!-ns belonging to a reservation, and a resident commissioner could be provided
to meet cases that would arise between Indians and whites, between Indians themselves, or
between w bites themselves, in matters concerning the reservation.
In this connection, we earnestly recommend that, for the purpose of bringing the Indians
to a personal responsibility and making them amenable to the civil law, the necessary steps
be taken to break up the tribal relations now existing, and that the practice of paying· chiefs
on reservations be discontinued as soon as possible.
In lieu of the latter expenditure the same appropriation could be used with greater ad
vantage in payment of a police force, to be organizeu from the best-behaved of the Indians.
The effect of such service and discipline would be whole!>ome, and productive of good
result:; to all concerned.

e.,

RECAPJTU LATION.

'l'he following summary of recommendations is submitted :
First. That the leaders and teachers known as "dreamers'' elonging to non-treaty and
roaming Indians (,there beiug at least one with Joseph's band) be required to go upon their
own reservations. In case of refusal, that they be removed to the Indian Territory.
econd. o long as Joseph and his band remain in the Im-na-ha Valley and visit the
Wallowa Valley for hunting, fishing, and grazing a part of each year, that there be a speedy
military occupation of Watlowa Valley, by an adequate military fore~, to pnwent difficultie
between white and Indian . Meanwhile, the Nez Perce agent to continue efforts to settle th e Indians in severalty upon the present reservation.
'rhird.
ole they conclude to settle quietly as above indicated, within a reasonable time,
that they should then be placed upon the reservation by force.
?ur~b. In ca e of outbreak or any act of hostility, that they at once ba brought into
subJection and pnt upon there ervation.
Fifth. bat all the non-tr aty Indians, and those who have wandered from their reservation. , bod lt with
tbe ag nc~es to which they properly belong in the arne manner •
. txlh. Tb re ba:'wg b en a fatlure on th~ part of the Government to fulfill its stipulation
Wtth the tre ty-Induma, that th Government give speedy attention to this important subject.
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Seventh. That the fourteen agencies within the limits of the Department of the Columbia
'be reduced to five, selling t.he abandoned reservations for the benefit of the Indians removed,
and permitting heads of familes, if they choose, to remain and settle in severalty.
Eighth. That the necessary steps to be taken to invest agents with judicial authority,
-similar to that now exercised on the Yakama reservation.
That the tribal relations be speedily dissolved, the practice of paying chiefs discontinued,
and all Indians be held amenable, like the whites, to civil law.
·
In the event of abandonment and consolidatio"n of reservations as above, we especially
mge that individual selection of lands heretofore made or hereafter to be made by Indians
under treaty stipulations should be sacredly observed. The owners thereof should be protected in the enjoyment of these allotments as their homes, and not be required to remove
to other reservations, or to be further subject to the special control pf the government.
Respectfully submitted,
D. H. JEROME.
0. 0 HOWARD.
WM. STICKNEY.
A. C. BARSTOW.
To Ron. J. Q. SMITH,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washinf=ton, D. C.
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LE G IS~ATION

BY T.dE FORTY-FOURTH CONGRESS.

C.IJ..P. 47.-A.N .A.cT to sapply a d 3ficiency in the appropriations for certain Indians.

[Vol. 19, p. 28.

Be it enacted by t!te Senate anrl House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That for the purpose of supplying the "Sioux IndianK of different tribes,

including the Santee Sioux of Nebraska," with necessary subsistence, namely, beef, bacon,
flour, and corn, and for the necessary transportation thereof, the sum of one hundred and
fifty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.
Approved, April 6, 1876.
CHAP. 51.-A.N ACT to authorize the sale of the Pawnee reservation. [Vol. 19, p. 28.1

B e it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Ametica in
Congress assembled, That with the consent and concurrence of the Pawnee tribe of Indians,
expressed in open council in the usual manner, the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is
hereby, authorized to cause to be appraised and sold the entire reservation set apart for said
Indians, in the State ofNebraslm, by the provisions of the first article of a treaty with them,
concluded September twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, in the following manner: 'I'he said secretary shall appoint three disinterested and competent persons, who, after
being duly sworn to perform said service faithfully and impartially, shall personally examine
and appraise said lands at their actual cash value, by leg al subdivisions of one hundred
and sixty aeres, separately frorri the value of any improvements on the same, and shall also
examine and appraise the valne of said improvements, and make return thereof to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. After the appraisement of said lands as herein provided, the
Secretary of the Interior shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to offer the same for sale on
the following terms and conditions, to wit: After advertising the time of sale for three
months in one newspaper published in each of the cities of New York, Washington, Chicago, Saint Louis, Cincinnati, Columbus, Nebraska, and Qmaha, he shall offer the lands at
public sale to the highest bidder for one-third cash in hand, the balance in two equal
annual payments, drawing interest at the rate of six per centum per annum from the day of
sale. Said lami shall be sold in separate tracts of one h~ndred and sixty acres, and none
of it shall be sold for less than its appraised value, or for less than two dollars and fifty
cents per acre. Said sale to take place at some point in Nebraska as near as may be to
said land, to be fixed by the Secretary of the Interior. If any person shall commit waste or
damage upon said lands before full payment therefor, his rights to the lands purchased by
him shall cease, and the same, together with all of said lands not sold at said public sale,
shall be sold under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, at private sale, on the same
terms and subject to the same conditions as those sold at said public sale: Provided, 'l'hat
said lands shall not be sold for less than their appraised value, or for less than two dollars
and fifty cents per aCie. And patents in fee-simple shall be issued to the purchasers of
lands under tbe seals herein provided for upon the payment to the Secretary of the Interior
in full of the purchase price of the same: Provided, That if any of said tracts of land shall
contain valuable improvements thereon, made by or for the Indians, or for Government purposes, said improvements may be sold separately from the lands on which they are situated,
or may be sold with the land, as the Secretary of the Interior may deem best: .And pro'Vided further, That the second section of the act of Congress, approved June tenth, eighteen
hundred and seventy· two, making provision for the sale of a portion of these lands, be, and
the same is hereby, repealed.
EC. 2. That there be, and hereby is, appropriated out of any moneys in the Treasury
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of three hundred thousand dollars, out of which not
more than oue hundred and fifty thousand dollars Hhall be used in defraying expenses already
incurred for the subsistance of said Pawnee tribe of Indians, and for their removal to the
Indian Territory, and other necessary expenses connected with their establishment and settlement therein: Provided, That the accounts for said expenses heretofore incurred shall
not be paid until after th y have been examined and approved by the Secretary of the Interior, who is ~irected to settle said expens{'S upon principles of equity and justice a
between the cla1mant and the Indians. And the residue of said three hundred thou and
dollar after the p~yment of expenses heretofore incurred shall be applied to defray the
expenses of appraisement and sale of the lauds referred to in the first section of this act,
and to the ttl~n:ent of said Indians, and to their further subsistence, until they can
b co.me self-~w;.t mmg, and a~o in the purchase of agricultural implements and live tock,
~nd 10 est bh bm and upportmgschools, and for other beneficial objects, including expend~~ure rna e f r the e.bove-menti_?ned purposes during the tiscal year ending June thirtieth,
e1gbteen hundre and oventy-s1x; said sums to be available for the purposes hereinbefore
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specified immediately after the approval of this act: P1·ovided, That the said three hundred
tbousund dollars herein appropriated shall be reimbursed to the United States out of the
funds arising from the sale of the lands described in the first section of this act: And pro·
'Vided also, That so much of the residue of the three hundred thousand dollars aforesaid as
may be needed for the immediate necessities of the aforesaid Pawnee Indians may be
expended in the purchase of supplies therefor in open market.
SEc. 3. That any surplus that may remain from the proceeds of the sale of the lands described in said first section, after the reimbursement to the United States of said sum of
. three lmndred thousand dollars, and after the purchase of a suitable rt>servation in the Indian Territory for the Pawnee tribe of Indians, shall be placed to the credit of said Indians
on the books of the Treasury of the United States, and bear interest at a rate not to exeeed
five per centum per annum, payable semi-annually, except such portion thereof as the Seeretary of the Interior, with the approval of the President of the United States, may deem
necessary to be expended for their immediate use for subsistence or other beneficial objects.
SEC. 4. That the following-described reservation in Indian Territory be, and the same is
hereby, set apart for the use and occupation of the Pawnee tribe of Indians, namely: AU
that tract of country between the Cimarro!l and Arkansas Rivers embraced within the
limits of townships twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three, and twenty-four north, of ranu:e
four east, townships eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three, and
twenty-four north, of range five east, townships eighteen, niReteen, twenty, twenty-one,
twenty-two, and twenty-three north, of range six east of the Indian meridian: Provided,
That the terms of the sixteenth article of the Cherokee treaty of July nineteen, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, shall be complied with so far as the same may be applicable thereto: And
provided further, That the sum 1o be paid to the Cherokees by the Pawnees for .such quantity of the land herein descril>ed as may be within the limits of the Cherokee country west
of the ninet.y-sixth meridian of west longitude shall not exceed seventy cents per acre: And
provided also, That the portion of the reservation herein described lying within the territory ceJed to the United States by the third article of the treaty of June fourteenth, eighteen
hundred and sixty-six, shall be paid for by said Pawnees at the rate of thirty cents per acre.
SEc. 5. That the Secretary of the Interior shall cause to be made to each head of a family
or single person over twenty-ono years of age belonging to said Pawnee tribe, and residing
upon said reserve, who shall so elect, an allotment within said reservation, of one hundred
and sixty acres of land, as near as may be, to be governed by the lines of public survey;
and upon the approval of the Se¥retary of the Interior of such allotments, certificates shall
be issued therefor by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs: Provided, That whenever it shall
be made to appear to the satisfaction of the Secretary. of the Interior that any allottee bas
occupied and cultivated any portion of his or her allotment for the period of five successive
years, and has at least twenty-five arras of the same fenced and in crop, such allottee shall
be entitled to receive a patent for his or her allotment, with the condition that the same shall
not be aliened or conveyed within fifteen years from the date thereof, and then only with
the consent of the Secretary of the Interior and under such rules and regulations as be may
prescribe .
Approved April 10, 1876.

•

CHAP. 79.-AN AcT authorizing the sale of logs cut by the Indi"ns of the Mt·nomonee reservation in Wisconsin under the direction of the Interior Department. [Vol, 19, p. 3.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House. of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be and he hereby is authorized to

cause to be sold at public sale, to the highest bidder, for cash, after due public advertisement
and in such lots or quantities as he may deem judicious, all pine timber cut npon the Menomonee Indian reservation in Wisconsin, under the direction of United States Indian agent
J. C. Bridgman.
.
SEC. 2. That the proceeds arising from all sales of such timber shall be applied, first to
~he. payment of any and all indebtedness incurred for labor, supplies and otber expenses
Incident to the cutting and sale of said timber, and the surplus, if any, shall be deposited in
the nearest government depository to the credit of the United States for the benefit of the
siaid Menomonee Indians.
Approved, April 25, 1876.

CHAP. ea.-AN ACT making appropriations to @Upply deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal years
ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seveuty-six, and for prior years, and for other purposes. LVol.
19, p. 41.)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress as~emhled, That the following sums be, and they are hereby, appropriated, out of

· an;r ~oney m the Tr~asury not otherwise appropriated, to supply deficiencies in the appropriatiOns for the serviCe of the Government for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen
hundred and seven tv-six, and for former years, and for other purposes, namely:

•

•

•

*

*

*

*
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For this amount, or so much thereof as may be necessary, to pay the compensation not
exceeding eight dollars per day to each member of the said commission for the time actually
-employed, and necessary incidental expenses of the commission appointed June eighteenth,
eighteen hundred and seventy-five, to treat with the Sioux Indians for the relinquishment of
the Black Hills country in Dakota Territory, twenty-five thousand dollars: ProvidecJ., That
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to allow compensation to members of such
commission who are prohibited from receiving the same by the provisions of s~ction one
thousand seven hundred and sixty-five, of the Revised Statutes of the United States.
MISCELLANEOUS.

*

*

*

For the purpose of paying the expenses of transportation, care, and custody, arranging
and exhibiting. and Rafe return of articles belonging to the United States to be presented
and exhibited in the United States building at the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia,
during the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, in pur11uance of an act of Congress approved March third, eighteen hundred and seventy-five, the following sums are hereby appropriated, namely: For the Interior Department, fifteen thousand dollars; for the War Department, eighteen thousand five hundred dollars; for the Smithsonian Institution, twentyone thousand dollars; for the United States Commission of Food-Fishes, five thousand dol.ars; for the Treasury Department, fourteen thousand dollars ; the same to be disbursed by
the board on behalf of the United States Executive Departments appointed in pursuance of
the order of the President of January twenty-third, eighteen hundred and seventy-four:
Provided, That for contingent expenses any surplus arising from appropriations made to
either of said Departments by act of March third, eighteen hundred and seventy-five, is
hereby authorized to be used for the purposes hereiu mentioned.
Ji'or subsistence of .Apache Indians at the Southern Apache agency, New Mexico, twentyfive thousand dollars: Provided, 'rhat the Indian agent located at said agency may, under
instructions from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, exchange sugar belonging to said
agency for beef or flour.
·
For payment of amounts certified to be due Indian agents by the accounting-officers of the
'T reasury Department, being for the service of the fiscal year eighteen hundred and seventythree and prior years, one thousand four hundred and forty-eigbt dollars and eight cents.
For payment of amount certified to be due by the accounting-officers of the Treasury Department, being for the service of the fi cal year eighteen hundred and seventy-three and
prior years, one dollar and three cents. For payment of amount found due by the accountjug-officers of the Treasury Department on settlement of the account of Major James A.
Hearn, late Indian agent, on account of maintaining peace among and with the various
tribes, bands, and partjes of Indians, being for the service of the fiscal year eighteen hundred and seventy-one and prior years, five dollars and thirteen cents. For payment of
amount due Lindsay Applegate, late subagent of Indian affairs, per settlement of the Second
Auditor of the Treasury, being for the service of the
cal year eighteen hundred and seventy-three and prior years, forty-two dollars and one cent.
Approved, May 1, l 876.
CHAP. 94.-AN AcT appropriating fifty thousand dollars for subsistence supplies for Apacbe Indians in
Arizona Territory, and for the removal of the Indians of the Chiricahua Ag~ncy to San Carlod Agency.
[Vol. 19, p. 53.]

Bt; it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the sum of fifty thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropri~ted, or so much thereof as may be necessary, out of any money in the Treasury not
othe~wl e appropriated, to provide subsistence supplieo for the Apache Indians in Arizona.
'~erntory from first May to thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and seventy-six, said subSJsten_ce ~upplies to be purchased in open market, if in the judgment of the ecretary of the
Interwr 1t shall be deemed best: and if any surplus remains after the purchase of said uppli. , the same, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be used to defray the expen es
J~c1d. nt t~ the r~mova.l of the Indians of the Chiricahua Agency to the an Carlos r ·ervatlon m sa1d Terntory, whenever in the judgment of the ecretary of the Interior such removal may be d emed advi able.
Approv d, clay , 1 76.

CIIAP. 1 .- AN AcT t{) extend the time to pre-emptors on the publ1c lauds.

[Vol. 19, p. 55.]

B it enacted by the nate and House of Representatives of the United States of America iii
Conrrr · a '~l 1, That wh never a.ny pre-emptor on public land or Indian r ervations
shall m k at1 fa tory proof, at the local land office, under rules and regulations to be pre-

.
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scribed by the Secretary of th<~ Interior, that the crops upon the lands occupied by him have
destroyed by grasshoppers within two years previous to the passage of this act, the
time within which such pre-emptor is required to make final proof and payment is hereby
extended two years.
.
Approved, May 23, 1876.

b~en

CHAP. 105.-AN ACT extending the time within which home~tead 'e ntries upon certain lands in Michigan may
· •
be made. [Vol. 19, p. 55.j

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1·esentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That section one of an act entitled "An act to amend an act entitled

'An act for the restoration to market of certain lands in Michi~an,' approved June tenth,
eighteen hundred and and seventy-two," approved March thud, eighteen hundred and
seventy-five, be, and hereby is, amElnded so as to read as follows:
That the act approved June tenth, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, entitled '·An act
for the restoration to market of certain lands in Michigan," be, and is hereby, amended so
as to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to cause patents to be issued to three hundred
and twenty members of the Ottawas and Chippewas of Michigan for the selections found to
have been made by them, bnt which were not, prior to the passage of said act, regularly
reported and recognized by the Secretary of the Interior and Commissioner of Indian Affairs;
and the remainder of said lands not disposed of, and not valuable mainly for pine timber,
shall be subject to entry under the homestead laws.
Approved, May 23, 1876.
CHAP. 122,-AN AcT transferring the custody of certain Indian trust-funds. [Vol. 19, p. 58.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congrl!SS assembled, That all stocks, bonds, or other securities or evidence Qf indebtedness

now held by the Secretary of the Interior in trust for the benefit of certain Indian tribes sh.all,
within thirty days from the passage of this act, be transferred to the Treasurer of the United
States, who shall become the custodian thereof; and it shall be the duty of said Treasurer
to collect all interest falling due on said bonds, stocks, &c., and deposit the same in the
1'reasury of · the United States, and to issue certificates cf deposit therefor, in favor of the
Secretary of the Interior, as trustees for various Indian tribes. And the Treasurer of the
United States shall also become the custodian of a.ll bonds and stock which may be purchased for the beuefit of any Indian tribe or tribes after the transfer of funds herein authorized, and shall make all purchases and sales of bonds and stocks authorized by treaty-stipulations or by acts of Congress when l'equested so to do by the Secretary of the Interior:
Provided, That nothing in this act shall in any manner impair or affect the supervisory and
appellate powers and duties in regard to Indian affairs which may now be vested in the
Secretary of the Interior as trustee for various Indian tribes, except as to the custody of said
bonds and the collection of interest thereon as hereinbefore mentioned.
Approved, June 10, 1876.

CHAP. 168.-AN AcT providing for the Pale of the Kansas Indian lands in Kansas to actual settlers, nod for
the diMpOijition of the proceeds of the sale. l Vol. 19, p. 74.1

Whereas, the Secretary of the Interior, in pursuance of an act approved May eighth,
eighteen hundred and seventy-two, has caused to be appraised the lands heretofore owned
by t.he Kam~as tribe of Indians, in the State of Kansas, which by the terms of the treaty
made by the United States and said Indians, and proclaimed November seventeenth, eighteen
hundred and sixty, were to be sold for the benefit of said Indians; which appraisement also
includes all improvements on the same, and the value of said improvements; distinguishing
between improvements made by members of said Indian tribe, the United States~ and white
settlers ; and
Whereas the appraisement thus made was so high that neither settlers nor purchasers
were able to pay the same, and the said land bas remained unsold from the passage of the
act; Therefore,
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That each bona fide settler on any of the trust lands embraced in said

act, heretofore reported as such by the commissioners appointed to make said appraisement,
and the rejected claimants as bona fide settlers, who were recommended as such by Andrew
C. Williams, acting under instructions to superintendent Hoag, from the Indian Office,
dated October, twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, be permitted to make
payment of the appraised value of their lands to the local land-office at Topeka, Kansas, under such rules as the Commissioner of the General Land Office may adopt, in six equal annual instalments; the first instalment payable on the first of January, eighteen hundred and
seventy-seven, and the remaining instalments payable annually from that time, and drawing
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interest at six per centum per annum until paid: Provided, That where there is timb er or
any of the lands to be sold under the provisions of this act, the Secretary of the Interior
shall require the purchaser to enter into bond, with approved security, that he shall commit
no waste on the timber, or otherwise on said land until the last payment is made.
SEc. 2. · That all the remainder of the trust-lands and of the undisposed portion of the
diminished reserve shall be subject to entry at the local land office at Topeka, Kansas, in
tracts not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres, unless a legal subdivision of a section
shall be fractional and found to contain a greater number of acres, only by actual settlers,
under such rules and regulations as the Commissioner of the General Land Office may prescribe. And the parties making such entries shall be required to make payment of the appraised value of the land entered and occupied by each, in the following manner: One sixth
at the time that the entry is made, and the remainder in five equal annual payments, drawing interest at six per centum per annum, and the Secretary of the Interior shall withhold
title until the last payment is made; and the Secretary of the Interior, where there is timber
on the lands, shall, in addition, compel the purchaser to enter into bond, with approved security, to commit no waste by the destruction of timber or otherwise, on the premises,
until final payment has been made; and the Secretary of the Interior shall cause patents in
fee-simple to be issued to all parties who shall complete purchases under the provisions of
this act: Promded, That if any person or persons applying to purchase land under the provisions of this act shall fail to make payment or to perform any other conditions required by
the provisions of this act, or by rules and regulations that may be prescribed in the execution
hereof, within ninety days after such payment shall become due, or performance be required
by the terms hereof, or by the rules and regulations which may be prescribed iu the execution hereof, such person or persons shall forfeit all rights under the provisions of this act, and
all claim or rigb't to reimbursement or compensation for previous action or payment by said
person or persons under the provisious hereof; and the land proposed to be purchased by
such person or persons shall aga\n be subject to sale as though no action had been bad in
regard to the same.
SEc. 3. That the Secretary of the Interior shall inquire into the correctness of the appraisement of these lands; and if he be satisfied that they have been appraised at more than their
present cash. value, he may appoint a new commission of three persons to re-appraise the
same; the per diem and expenses ofwhir,b, at the rates heretofore paid to such commissioners,
shall be deducted from the proceeds of said lands.
SEc. 4. That in preparing or giving their testimony, all settlers or purchasers of land under the provisions of this act may have such testimony taken, after due and legal notice to
the opposing party in interest, before any notary public or person qualified to admini3ter an
oath, anJ may forward such testimony with their application to the land offices or parties
authorized to dispose of said lands, which testimony shall be received as if taken before the
officers of such land office.
•
SEC. 5. That the net proceeds arising from such sales, after defraying the expenses of appraisement and sale, which have heretofore flr may hereafter be incurred, and also the outstanding indebtedn.ess, principal and interest, of said Kansas trib e of Indians, which has heretofore
been incurred und er treaty stipulations, shall belong to said tribe in common, and may be
used by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under the direction of the President of the
United States, in providing and improving for them new homes in the Indian Territory, and
in subsisting them unt.il they become 8elf-sustainiug: anu the residue, not so required, shall
be placed to their credit on the books of the Treasury, and bear interest at the rate of five per
centum per annum, and be held as a fund for their civilization, the interest of which, and the
principal, when deemed necessary by the President of the United States, may be used for such
purpose: Provided, that no proceedings shall be taken under this act until the said Kansas
Indians shall file their as ent thereto with the Secretary of the Intelior.
Approved, July 5, 1 76.

CHAP. 182.-AN ACT to authorize the CommisKioner of Indian AffairH to purchase
Bureau In opon market. l Vol. 19, p. 88.]

supplia~

for the Indian

Be it enacted by he Senate and Hou se of Representatives of the [-nited tales nf America in
Connre s ussembled, That the Commissioner of Indian Affairs bfl, and be is hereby, authorized to purcba e in open market, without the usual advertisement, for immediate use of the
Indian tribes, uch snppli s a are required to an extent, not exceeding one hundred and fifty
thou and dollar , wh!ch i hereby appropriated for such purpo e, out of any money in the
Trea ·ury not oth rw1se appropriated, to serve until the regular appropriation bill hall be
pa ed and approved, and the time now required by law for advertisement and acceptance
of propo al hall have elap ·ed; and such sums so expended shall be deducted from the appropriate urn r p ·lively appropriat d under the regular appropria6on bill when pa sed.
pprov ·d, July J2, 1 76.
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CHAP. 184.-AN AcT to authorize the Northwestern Improvement Company, a corporation organizad under
th'3 laws of the State of Wisconsin, to enter upon the M~nomonee Indian re.;ervation, and improve the
Oconto River, its branches and tributarieH. · [Vol, 19, p. 89.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati'DeB of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the assent of Congress be, and hereby is, given to the Northwest-

ern Improvement Company, a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Wiscon·
sin, to improve the Oconto River and its branches and tributaries, so as to run logs down
said river its bran~hes, and tributaries, across the Menomonee Indian reservation, in accord·
ance with the laws of said State : Provided, That any damages which may be caused by
such improvement shall be awarded as in all other cases under the laws of the State of Wisconsin, and the amount be paid into the 'freasury of the United States for the benefit of
said Indians; and said Indians and all other persons shall be permitted to nse said river for
the purpose of runni::lg logs, as contemplated in this act; and the charges for said privileges
shall be regulated by the legislature of the State of Wisconsin: Provided, That all privileges under this act may be altered or revoked by Congress .
.Approved, July 12, 1876.
CHAP. 246.-AN AcT making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the
:fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, and t'or other purposes.
[Vol. 19, p. 120.)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, for
the objects herein-after expressed, for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred
and seventy-seven, namely:
INTERIOR DEPARTMENT.

*

For payment of employees at Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies Nebraska for the fiscal
year ending June thirtieth eighteen hundred and seventy-six eleven thousand eight hundred
and eighty dollars.
Black Hills Survey: Fourteen thousand dollars or so much thereof as may be necessary
to enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay the expenses of the Survey of the Black Hills
country under Professor W. P. Jenney including the expenses incident to the preparation
of the final report. And none of said money thus appropriated shall be used to reimburse the
Indian funds heretofore used for the purposes of this survey; And it is further provided,
That the accounting · officers of the Treasury are hereby authorized to audit and settle the
ac~bunts of Walter P. Jenney, H. P.Tuttle, and C. G. Newberry, to the amount of eleven
thousand dollars, the same being the sum drawn from the Sioux beneficial fund, in the same
manner as if that sum had been appropriated for this survey.
For this amount or so much thereof as may be required to pay the expenses of a commission, to be appointed by the Secretary of the Interior, to appraise certain Cherokee lands
in the Indian Territory, in accordance with the fifth section of the act making appropriations
for the expenses of the Indian Department, approved May twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred
and seventy·two, five thousand dollars.
To carry out the provisions of an act entitled "An act to authorize the Seneca Nation of
New York Indians to lease lands within the Cataraugus and Allegany re-servations and
to confirm existing leases" approved February nineteenth, eighteen hundred and seventyfive, to pay for surveys as estimated by the Commissioner of the General Land Office
:fifteen thousand five hundred dollars.

*

*

*

*

*

For completion of surveys of Pawnee reservation in Nebraska, and Otoe reservation in
Kansas and Nebraska, ten thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary,
the whole amount of the cost of such surveys to be reimbursed to the Treasury out of the
proceeds of the sale of such reservations respectively.
Approved, July 31. 1876.

CHAP. 253.-AN AcT to furth er au th oriz e th e Commissioner of Indian Affairs to purchase supplies for the
Indian Bureau in open mrk~t. [Vol. 19, p. 123.)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assttmbled, That the Commi sioner of Indian Affairs be, and he is hereby, authorized

to purchase in open ma rket, without the usual advertisement, for immediate use of the Indian
tribes, such supplies as are required to an extent not exceeding one hundred and fifty thousand dollar , which is hereby appropriated for such purpose, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri a ted to serve until the regular appropriation bill shall be passed
and approved, and the time now required by law for advertisement and acceptance of proposals shall hav~ elap ed ; and such sums so expended shall be deducted from the appropriate sum res pectively a ppropria ted und er the regular appropriation bill when passed.
Approved, August 3, 1 76.
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CHAP. 259.-AN AcT providing for the sale of the Osage ceded lands in Kansas to actual settlers .. l Vol. 19.
p. 127.)

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United States of America i-n
Congress assembled, That any bona fide settler, residing at the time of completing his or her

entry, as hereinafter provided, upon any portion of the lands sold to the United States, by
virtue of the first article of the treaty concluded between the United States and the Great
and Little Osage tribe of lndians September twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and sixty-five,
and proclaimed January twenty-first, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, who is a citizen of
the United States, or shall have declared his intention to become a citizen of the United
States, shall be, and hereby is, entitled to purchase the same, in quantity not to exceed on&
hundred and sixty acres, at the price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, within one
year from the passage of this act, under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by
the Secretary of the Interior, and on the terms hereinafter provided : Provided, That no bona
fide settler as aforesaid on said land shall be denied the right to purchase land under the
provisions of this act on the ground that he or she may heretofore have had tho benefit of
the homestead or pre-emption laws of the United States.
SEC. 2. That any person who is a citizen of the United States, or has declared his intention to become such, who in good faith had purchased any portion of said land from either
the Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston Railroad Company, or the Missouri, Kansas
and Texas Railroad Company, prior to the commencement of the two suits in the name of
the United States against said companies, in the circuit court of the United · States for the
district of Kansas, to test the legality of title of said railroad companies to said lands, or
portions thereof, to wit; before the twenty-fifth day of February, anno Domini eighteen hundred and seventy-four, and shall prove to the satisfaction of the register and the receiver of
the proper land .office that he or she has, in good faith, before the date last aforesaid, paid
said railroad companies, or either of them, the consideration-money, or a portion thereof, and
also that be or she bas in good faith made lasting and valuable improvements thereon, shall
be, and hereby is declared to be entitled to purchase said lands, not exceeding ono hundred
and sixty acres, to include his or her improvements, on the same terms and conditions that
actual settlers are authorized by this act to purchase said lands; that the rights of the said
purchasers from said railroad companies shall attach at the date of the payment aforesaid
made to said railroads or either of them : Provided, 'fhat the said improvements are made
before the date last aforesaid: And provided further, That said claimant actually resides on
the land at the time of completing his or her entry thereof at the proper land office: Provided
further, That the heirs of any deceased purchaser from said railroads shall have tho same
right to purchase the said lands so purchased from the said railroads as the original purchaser would have had, bad he lived.
SEc. 3. That the parties desiring to make entries under the provisions of this act who
will, within twelve months after the passage of the same make payment at the rate of one
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, for the land claimed by said purchaser, under such
rules and regulations as the Commissioner of the General Land Office may prescribe, as follows, that is to say; said purchaser shall pay for the land be or she is entitled to purchase
one-fourth of the price of the land at the time the entry is made, and the remainder in three
annual payments, drawing interest at the rate of five per centum per annum, which payment shall be secured by notes of said purcbA.se , payable to the United States; and the
Secretary of the Interior shall withhold title until the last payment is made; and the Secretary of the Interior shall cause patents to issue to all parties who shall complete their purchases under the provisions of this act; and if any claimant fails to complete his or her
entry at the proper land office within twelve months from the passage of this act, he or she
shall forfeit all right to the land by him or her so claimed, except in cases where the land is
in conte t: Provided further, That nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent any
purchaser of said land from making payment at any time of the whole or any portion of the
purchase money.
EC. 4. That the laws of the United Stat s in relation to the preemption of town-sites
shall apply to the tract of land first above described, except that the declaratory statement
provided by exi ting laws in such cases shall be filed with the register of the proper landoffice within sixty days after the pas age of this act, and the occupants of town-sites shall
not be allowed to purcha e more than three hundred and twenty acres actually occupied as
a town-site, except in case where town-site companies have purchased all claim of title of
the original settlers, and all titles claimed by any railroad company, in which case aid townsite company, by its proper agent, ball have the same right to enter said lands that the original s ttl rs would have had, not exceeding in amount eight hundred acr , and shall pay
ther for the nm o~ one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, in the same manner a, actual
ar requned to pay.
E • 5. That allla,vful entrie h~retofore made of any of said lands, and set a ide or cane lied by t~e ecretary of. th Int nor, on the ground that the said railroads bad a prior
grant of f)~d land , be r m tated by the said ecretary of the Interior, subj ct to any valid
adv r e cla1m h t may ba, ~> accru d b fore or since such sale or cancellation.
r-:.. . That all d clarat~'?' tat me~ts made by persons de iring to purchase any portion
End land under the proviSIOns of tb1s act, shall be filed with the register of the proper
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land office within sixty days after the passage of the same: Pro-oided, however, That those
who may settle on said land after the passage of this act shall file their declaratory statement
within twenty days after settlement, and complete their purchase under the provisions of this
act within one year thereafter.
SEC. 7. That nothing in this act shall be so construeu as to prevent said land from being
taxed under the laws of the State of Kansas, as other lands are or may be taxed in said
State, from and after the time the first payment is made on said land, according to the provisions of this act.
SEc. 8. That the said railroads or either of them shall have the right to purchase such subdivisions of lands as are located outside of the right of way, heretofore granted to t't.em, and
which were occupied by them on said tenth day of April, eigbteeu hundred and seventy-six,
for stock-yards, storage-houses, or any other purposes legitimately connected with the operation and business of said roads, whenever the same does not conflict with a settler who in
good faith made a settlement prior to the occupation of said lands by said railroad company
or companies, in the same manner and at the same price settlers are authorized to purchase
under the provisions of this act.
Approved, August 11, 1876.
CHAP. 263.-AN

ACT

concerning the employment of Indian scouts.

[Vol. 19, p. 131.]

Be it ena,cted by the Senate and House of Representatives of t!te United States of A me rica in
Congress assembled, That so much of the Army appropriation act of twenty-fourth July,

eighteen hundred and seventy-six, as limits the number of Indian scouts to three hundred
is hereby repealed; and sections ten hundred and ninety-four and eleven hundred and twelve
of the Revised Statutes, authorizing the employment of one thousand Indian scouts, are hereby
continued in force: Provided, That a proportionate nuinber of non-commissioned officers
may be appointed. And the scouts, when they furnish their own horses and horse-equipmenta, shall be entitled to receive forty cents per day fot their use and risk so long as thus
employed.
·
Approved, August 12, 1876.

CHAP. 268.-AN

to authorize the Commi RBion er of Indian Affairs to receive landH in payment of judgmentM to Eastern Band of Cherokee Indian~. [Vol. 19, p. 139.]

ACT

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives· of the Unitetl States of America in
Conf(ress assembled, That the Commissioners of Indian Affairs be, and he is hereby, author-

ized and empowered to collect and receive, in payment of the amount due on certain judg·
ments in favor of William Johnston and against William H. Thomas, now held by him in
trust for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi~J,DS of North Carolina, the lands mentioned and
described in the award of Rufus Barringer, John H. Dillard, and Thomas Ruffin, as a board
of arbitrators, under date of October twenty-third·, eighteen hundred and seventy-four, upon
which such judgments were a lien; such lands to be taken at their cash-.value, to be determined by an appraisal to be approved by the Secretary of the Interior, and conveyed to the
J!: astern Band of Cherokee Indians in fee-simple: Provided, That if the lands above men
tioned shall not be sufficient in value to pay off and discharge said judgment, the Commissioner is authorized to receive such other lands as the said Eastern Band of Indians may
select, by and with the assent of the said Commissioner, to an amount sufficient to discharge
the said judgment.
Approved, August 14, 1876.
CHAP. 289.-AN .ACT making appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of th e Iodian D epartment, and for fulfilling treaty-Mtipulations with various Indian tribes. for the year t:ndiug Ju11~: thirtieth,
eighteen hundred and Hllventy·~t:ven, and for other purposeM. [Vol. 19, p. 176.J

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Ame1·ica in
Congress assembled, That the following sums be, and they are hereby, appropriated, out of

any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for th e purpose of paying the carrent
and contiugent expenses of the Indian Department, and fulfilling treaty-stipulations with
the various Indian tribes, namely:
SIOUX 01.<'

DIFFERE~T

TRIBES, INCLUDING SANTEE SIOUX, STATE 01.<..,
NEBRASKA.

For tlli amount, for subsistence, including the Yankton Sioux and Poncas, and for purposes of their civilization, one million dollars: Provtded, That none of said sums appropriated for said ioux Indian shall be paid to any band thereof while said band is engaged in
hostilities against the white people; and hereafter there shall be no appropriation made for
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the subsistenee of said Indians, unless they shall first agree to relinquish all right and claim
to any country outside the boundaries of the permanent reservation established by the treaty
of eighteen h~ndred and sixty-eight for said Indians; and also so inuch of their said permanent reservation as lies west of the one hundred and third meridian of longitude, and shaH
also grant right of way over said reservation to the country thus ceded for wagon or other
roads, from convenient and accessible points on the Missouri River·, in all not more thau three
in number; and unless they will receive all such supplies herein provided for, and provided
for by said treaty of eighteen hundred and sixty·eight, at such points and places on their
said reservation, and in the vicinity of the Missouri River, as the President may designate ;
and the further sum of twenty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated to be expended under
the direction of the President of the United States for the purpose of carrying into effect the
foregoing provision: And provided also, That no furthnr appropriation for said Sioux Indians
for subsistence shall h6reafter be made until some stipulation, agreement, or arrangement
shall have been entered into by said Indian!! with the President of the United States, which
is calculated and designed to enable said Indians to become self-supporting: Provided further, That the Secretary of the Interior may use of the foregoing amounts the sum of twentyfive thousand dollars for the removal of the Poncas to the Indian Territory, and providing
tb.em a home therein, with the consent of said band.
APACHES OF ARIZONA AND NEW 1\:lEXlCO.

For this amount, to subsist and properly care for the Apache Indians in Arizona and New
Mexico who have been or may be collected on reservations in New Mexico or Arizona, four
hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. And the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall
direct that said Indians shall not be allowed to leave their proper reservations ; and it shall
be the duty of the War Department to aid the Indian Office in seeing that the orders of the
Commissioner are executed and rations shall not be issued for a longer period than one week
at a time, and arms or ammunition flhall not be issued, sold or given to said Indians.
ARAPAHOES1 CHEYENNES, APACHES, KIOWAS, COMANCHES, AND WICHITAS.

For subsistence of the Arap.ahoes, Cheyennes, Apaches, Kiowas, Comanches, and Wichitas, and transportation of the same, who have been collected upon the reservations set apart
for their use and occupation, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. And the Secretary of
the Interior is hereby directed and required to prohibit the Kiowas, Comanches, Apaches,
Kickapoos, Cheyennes, Arrapahoes, Wichitas, and bands affilliated with them, from crossing
Red River from Fort Sill reservation into Texas, and rations shall only be issued to said Indians for only one week at a time, and. then only to such of them as shall be present. And
no arms or ammunition shall be issued, sold, or given to any of the Indians above named;
and all arms and ammunition shall be taken from any Indian who may be proven to have
committed any depredation on the wbites or friendly Indians.

*

•

~

*

*

*

MISCELLANEOUS.

For continuing the collection of statistics and historical data respecting the Indians of the
United States, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interiur, three thousand five hundred dollars: Provided, That when sufficient matter to make a volume of statistics and historical data is prepared it shall be submitted to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs aud referred by him to the regents ofthe Smithsonian Institute, and published on their written approval.
:P or this amount, or so much thereof as may be necessary, to defray the expenses of a general council of certain Indians in the Indian Territory, as provided by the twelfth article of
the treaty with the Cherokees of July nineteenth, e)ghteen hundred and sixty-six, the tenth
article of the treaty with the Creeks of Juno fourteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, the
eventh article of the treaty with the Seminoles of March twenty-first, eighteen hundred and
sixty-six. and the eighth article of the treaty with the Choctaws and Chickasaws of April
twenty-eighth, eight~en hundred and sixty-six, five thousand dollars.
For this amount, to be paid to fifty-five persons, formerly members of the Ka kaskia,
Peoria, Wea, and Piankesbaw tribes of Indians, being their share of the balance of amount
due tud tribes, for money d rived from the ale of the trust-lands, together with the amount
due them for la nd s erroneou. ly sold as public lands, appropriated by the eleventh section of
the act of 1arch third, eigbte n hundred and seventy-five, to be taken from their inve ted
fun d now in the 'I rea ury, under the act of July twelfth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two,
ne thou and four bundr d and thirty-four dollars and seventy c nt .
I! or payment of the ex pen e incurred by " ilas H. weatland, pecial ag nt, ent by the
Indian
partment to make a per capita payment to the North Carolina Cherokees in 1 69,
to thP- fo llowi ng nam p r on to wit:
r.mu I \) . avid on, two hundr d and thirteen dollar and thirty cent .
H enry •' mith, fiv huodr .d and fifty-four dollar and sixty- ix cents.
H nry mi b, t" hnnJr d and one dollar •
•.". J . mitb, one lJUndred dollar!'.
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James W. Terrell, sixty dollars.
.
A. McCallum, one hundre(i dollars.
John Gray Bynum, eight hundred and sixty-seven dollars and fifty cents.
J. D. Abbott, one hundred and seventy-five dollars.
M. C. King, two hundred and twelve dollars ·and three cents.
M. L. Brittain, two hundred and thirty-two dollars.
Scroop Enloe, one hundred and twent_y-five dollars. and thirty-five cents: Provided, That
the amounts due J. D. Abbott, M. C. King-, M. L. Brittain, and Scroop Enloe be charged
to the fund held in trust by the Secretary of the Interior for the North Carolina Cherokees.
That the balance of the fund of the Eastern band of Cherokee Indians, appropriated by the
act of March third, eighteen hundred and seventy-five, shall, upon the first day of July,
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, be placed to their credit upon the books of the Treasury
Department, aud shall bear interest at the rate of five per centum per annum ; and the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to use annually for educational purposes among
said Indians so much of tha principal of said fund as, with the interest annually accruing
thereon, shall amount to six thousand dollars; and three hundred.· dollars of said sum shall ·
be paid to the superintendent of common schools in North Carolina who shall have the supervision of the schools of the Cherokees of said State under the direction of the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs.
SEC. 5. And hereafter the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall have the sole power and
authority to appoint Traders to the Indian tribes and to make such rules and regulations as
he may deem just and proper, specifying the kind and quantity of goods and the prices a~
which such goods shall be sold to the Indians.
SEC. 6~ That the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall advertise for all supplies provided,
that the pur~hase of supplies for Rixty days may be made in open market. And provided
further that to meet any exigency of the service purchases may be made in open market to
an extent not to exceed two thousand dollars at any one time.
Approved, August 15, 1876.

CHA.P. 308.-AN ACT to provide for the sale of a portion of the reservation of the confederated Otoe
and Mi~<souria and the Sac and Fox of the Missouri Tribes of Indians in the States of Kansas and
~ebraska. [Vol. 19, p. 208.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United States of America ill
Congress assembled, That, with the consent of the Otoe and Missouria tribes of Indians ex-

pressed in open council, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to cause to be surveyed
the reservation of said Indians lying in the States of Kansas and Nebraska.
SEc. 2. That the lands so surveyed shall be appraised by three commissioners, one of
whom shall be designated by said Indians in open council, and the other two by the Secretary of the Interior.
·
SEc. 3. That after the ·survey and appraisement of said lands, the Secretary of the Interior
shall be, and is hereby, authorized to offer one hundred and twenty thousand acres from the
western side of the same for sale, through the United States public land-office, at Beatrice,
Nebraska, for cash to actual settlers only, in tracts not exceeding one hundred and sixty
acres to each purchaser: Provided, 'fhat if, in the judgment of the Secretary of the Interior,
it shall be more advantageous to sell said lands upon deferred payments, he may, with the
consent of the Indians expressed in open council, dispose of the same upon the following
terms as to payments, that is to say, one-third in cash, one-third in one year, and one-third
in two years from date of sale, with interest at the rate of six per centum per annum:
And providecl further, That no portion of said land shall be sold at less than the appraised
value thereof, and in no case less than two dollars and fifty cents per acre.
SEc. 4. That the proceeds of said sale shall be placed to the credit of said Indians in the
Treasury of the United States, aud bear interest at the rate of five per centum per annum
which income shall be expended for the benefit of said tribes under direction of the Secretary
of the Interior.
SEc. 5. That the commissioners for the appraisement of said lands shall be paid for their
services at the rate of five dollars per day while actually employed, and their actual expenses;
which ~urn, together with the cost of survey, and all other necessary incidental expenses of
the execution of this act, shall be paid from the money realized by the sale of said lands.
SEc. 6. That certified copies of the plats and field-notes of said lands when surveyed shall
be pr~pared under the direction of the Secreta:y of the Interior, and kept in 'the land-office at
Bea~nce, Nebra ka, to be used as other offic1al plats an~ notes; and the register and the
rece1_ver shall be allo':ed su_ch fees only for t~e sale of St-~.Id lands as are now authorized by
law m ca e of sales of pubhc lands of th& Umted States, to be paid out of the moneys arising from the sale thereof.
~E~. ?· That whe!lever the Sac and ~ox of the Missouri tribe of Indians sllall, in open
counc1lm the usual manner, express their consent thereto, the Secretary of the Interior shall
be, an~ hereb~ i ·, autho_rized, in like manner and up~n the same terms prescribed in the
precedwg sections of tll1s act, to cause to be offered for sale a portion of their reservation
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Jying in the States of Kansas and Nebraska, not exceeding in quantity ten sections of land
to be taken from the western portion thereof; and the proceeds arising therefrom shall be
used for the benefit of said tribes, as the Secretary of the Interior may direct.
MILTON SAYLER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives pro tempore.
T. W. FERRY
President of tlte Senate pro tempore
IN THE SENATE OF' THE UNITED STATES

August 15. 1876
The President of tho United States having returned to the Senate, in which it originated,
the bill entitled "Au act to provide for the sale of a portion of the reservation of the Confed·
erated Otoo and Missouria and the Sac and Fox of the Missouri Tribes of Indians in the
States of Kansas and Nebraska" with his objections thereto, the Senate proceeded in pursuance of the Constitution to reconsider the same; and
Resolved, That the said bill do pass, two-thirds of the Senate agreeing to pass the same.
GEO C GORHAM
Attest
Secretary.
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

U.

S .•

Aug. 15, i876.
The Honse of Representatives having proceeded in pursuance of the Constitution, to
reconsider the bill entitled "An act to provide for the sale of a portion of the reservation of
the confederated Otoe and Missouria tribes of Indians in the State of Kansas and Nebraska"
returned to the Senate by the President of the Uuited States, with his objections, and sent
by the Senate to the House of Representatives with the message of the President returning
the billResolved that the bill do pass, two-thirds of the House of Representatives agreeing to
pass the same.
GEO. M. ADAMS
Attest,
Clerk.

No. 6.-Jor~T RESOLUTION for tbe relief of Turtle Mountain band of Chippewa Indi~~ons.

[Vol. 19, p. 212. ]

Resolved by tlte Senate and House of R1Jpresentatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and be is hereby, authorized to pay,
out of the funds appropriated for the support of the Indian Bureau, a sufficient amount to
pay the board bill, while in Washington, and transportation to their home, of the delegation
of the Turtle Mountain band of Chippewa Indians, consisting of "Little Shell," the chief
of said band, and three Head men, all Indians, and one interpreter: Provided, That said
amount shall not exceed the sum of one thousand dollars.
Approved, April 6, 1876.

CHAP.l9.-AN AcT authorizing the use of certain funds now in the Treasury, belonging to the Osage Indiana,
[Vol. 19, p. 221.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of t!te united States of America in
Congress assembled, That the ecretary of the Interior be. and he hereby is authorized to
nse a sum not exceeding fifty thou 11.nd dollars from funds now in the Treasury belonging
to the 0 age Indians. under an act of July fifteen, eighteen hundred and seventy, to be
expended for their ben fit, to aid them in agriculture; for their care and support, and in
lxtending improvements already begun on their reservation, and in any other manner to
promote their civilization and improvement.
Approved, January 12, 1 77.

CRAP. 41.ACT to amend er.tions five hundred and tbil'ty-three, five hundr d and fifty·Rix, five bnndre•i
and ~v nty·one, and fiv11 hundr d and eveoty-Lwo of tba Ruvi~ed .:ltarutt:ij of tbe United tates, rtllutin 0
to eourtaln Arkan
and other tate11. l Vol. 19, p . 230.j
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Polk, Sevier, Little River, Howard, Montgomery, Yell, Logan, Franklin, Johnson, Madi·
son, Newton, Carroll, Eoone and Marion, and the .country lying west of Missouri and Arkansas, known as the Indian Territory. The eastern district includes the residue of said State."
'l'hat section five hundred and fifty-six be amended so as to read as follows: "SEC 556. In
the eastern district of Arkansas, there shall be appointed two clerks of the district court
thereof, one of whom shall reside and keep his office at Little Rock, and the other shall
reside and keep his office at Helena." That section five hundred and seventy-two be so
amended as to provide for the holding of the regular terms of court in the eastern and west·
ern distiicts of Arkansas, as follows: In the eastern district of Arkansas, at Little Rock, on
the first Monday in April and October, and at Helena on the second Monday in March and
October. In the western district of Arkansas, at Fort Smith on the first Monday in February, May, August, and November. That section five hundred and seventy-one be amended
so as to read as follows: "SEC 571. The district courts for the western district of Arkansas, the eastern district of Arkansas at Helena, the northern district of Mississippi, the
western district of South Carolina, and the district of West Virginia, shaU have.in addition
to the ordinary jurisdiction of district courts, jurisdiction of all causes, except appeals and '
writs of error, whir.h are cognizable in a circuit court, and shall proceed therein in the same
manner as a circuit court."
Approved, January 31, 1877.

CHAP. 72.-AN ACT to rat.ify an agreement with 'c ertain bands of the Sioux Nation of Indians and also with
the Northern Arapaho and Cheyenne Indians. [Vol. 19, p. 254.)

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House rif Representatives of tlte United States of America in
Congnss assembled, That a certain agreement made by George W. Manypenny, Henry B.

Whipple, Jared W. Daniels, Albert G. Boone, Henry C. Bulis, Newton Edmunds, and Augustine S. Gaylord, commissioners on the part of the United States, with the different bands
of the Sioux Nation of Indians, and also the Northern Arapaho and Cheyenne Indians, b~
and the same is hereby, ratified and confirmed: Provided, That nothing in this act shall be
construed to authorize the removal of the Sioux Indians to the Indian Territory and the
President of the United States is hereby directed to prohibit the removal of any portion of
the Sioux Indians to the Indian Territory until the same shall be authorized by an act of
Congress hereafter enacted, except article four, except also the following portion of article
six : ''And if said Indians shall remove to said Indian Territory as hereinbefore provided,
the Government shall erect for each of the principal chiefs a good and comfortable dwelling·
bouse" said article not having been agreed to by the Sioux Nation; said a~reement is in
words and figures following, namely: "Articles of agreement*
*
*
*
*

CHAP. 75.-'-AN AcT to provide for the sale of certain lands in Kansas.

[Vol. 19, p .265.]

Whereas, certain lands in the State of Kansas, known as the Cherokee strip, being a
&trip of land on the southern boundary of Kansas, some two or three mile!i wide, detached
from the lands patented to the Cherokee Nation by the act known as the Kansas-Nebraska
bill, in defining the boundaries thereof, said lands still being, so far as unsold, the property
of the Cherokee Nation; and
Whereas an act was passed by the Forty-second Congress, which became a law on its
acceptance by the Cherokee national authorities, and which fixed the p-rice of the lands east
of Arkansas River at two dollars per acre, and west of said river at one dollar and fifty cents
per acre ; and
Whereas portions of the Rame have been sold under said law, and portions remain unsold,
the price being too high: Therefore,
Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the Secretary shall offer for sale to settlers all of said tract remain-

ing unsold at the passage of this act at the local land offices in the districts in which it is
situated, at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; and all of said lands remaining unsold after one year from the uate at which they are so offered for sale at the local land-offices
shall be sold by the Secretary of the Interior for cash, in quantities or tracts not exceeding
one hundred and sixty acres, at not less than one dollar per acre.
SEc. 2. That the proceeds of said lands shall be paid into the Treasury of the United
States, and placed to the credit of the Cherokee Nation, and shall be paid to the treasurer of
the Cherokee Nation, on the order of the legislative council of the Cherokee Nation.
SEc. 3. That this act shall take effect and be in force from the date of its aceeptance by
the legislature of the Cherokee Nation, who shall file certificate of such acceptance. /
Approved, February 2' , 1 77.
,. For articles of agreement see Report of .Sioux: Commis~ion, page 349 Annual Report of Commis~ioner ot
Indian AffuirH for 1876.
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CHAP. 101.-AN AcT making appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of the Indian Depart·
ment, and for fulfilling treaty-stipuiations with various Indian tribes, for the year ending June thirtieth,
eighteen hundred and Heventy·eight, and for other purposes. [Vol. 19, p. 271.1 .

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of ]{epresentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums be, and they are he)'eby, appropriated, out of
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of paying the current and contingent expenses of the Indian Department, and fulfilling treaty-stipulations
with the various Indian tribes, namely :

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

SIOUX OF DIFFERENT TRIBES, INCLUDING SANTEE SIOUX, STATE OF NEBRASKA.

For this amount, for subsistence, including the Yankton Sioux and Poncas, and for other
purposes of their civilization, one million one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars :
Pro'l:!ided, That fifty thousand dollars of this appropriation may be used for the selection of
a location, the construction of necessary buildings, and the removal of the said Sioux Indians
to the Missouri River: And pro'l:!idedfurther, That the sum of fifteen thousand dollars of this
appropriation, in addition to that heretofore appropriated, may be used for the removal and
permanent location of the Poncas in the Indian Territory.
.
For an industrial school at tho Santee Sioux agency, three thousand doHars. And the
President of the United States is hereby directed to prohibit the removal of any portion of
said Sioux Indians to the Indian Territory unless the same shall be hereafter authorized by
act of Congress.

*

*

*

*

TRANSPORTATION.

For the necessary expenses of transportation ot such goods, provisions, and other articles
for the various tribes of Indians provided for by this act, two hundred and nineteen thousand
dollars. And whenever practicable wagon transportation may be performed by Indian
labor; and whenever it is so performed the Commissioner of Indian Afftt.irs is hereby authorized to hire a storehouse at any railroad whenever necessary, and to employ a storekeeper
therefor, and to furnish in advance the Indians who will do the transportation with wagons
and harness, all the expenses incurred under this provision, to be paid out of this appropriation: Provided, That hereafter contracts involving an expenditure of more than two thousand dollars shall be advertised and let to the lowest responsible bidder.
MISCELLANEOUS.

For continuing the collection of statistics and historical data resP,erting the Indians of the
United States, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, two thousand five hundred dollars.
To complete the survey of the lands of the Cherokee Indians of North Carolina, recently
acquired from W. H. Thomas by purchase, the Secretary of the Interior, as directed by the
act of Congress approved twenty-third day of June, eighteen hundred and seventy-four, is
hereby authorized to expend the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars, to be paid out
of the moneys placed to the c.redit of the Ea. tern Band of Cherokee Indians upon the books
of the Treasury Department under act qf August fifteenth, eighteen hundred and seventysix, entitled ''An act making appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of the
Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the
year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, and for other purposes."
For this amount, to pay Marcus Erwin, of Asheville, North Carolina, for services as attorney in examining the papers in the purchase of a judgment on W. H. Thomas in behalf of
the North Carolina Cherokees, three hundred dollars; to be paid out of the moneys placed
to credit of Eastern Band of Cherokees on the books of the Treasury Au~ust fifte~nth, eight een hundred and seventy-six. The Secretary of the Interior may, at nis discretion, u e a
portion of the money appropriated in the Indian appropriation act of fifteenth Augu t, eighteen .hund:ed and seventy-six, for the support of schools among the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indtans, Ill aid of schools amonO' said Cherokees residing in Tennessee and Georgia,
or this amount, or so much thereof a.s may be necessary, to enable the ecretf\ry of the
Interior to employ counsel to defend snits now pending against theN orth Carolina. Cherokee.- ,
one thousand dollars; said amount to be expended out of the funds in the United tate
Treasury belonging to aid North Carolina Cherokees.
To re-imbur e the 0 age Indians for losses sustained anu in accordance with pledue by
tb ir ag nt , five thou and dollars.
'
.,
or compl t!on of a aw-?lill.and grist-mill and bridge, now being constructed under contract, on the tletz reservatiOn 10 Oregon, three thousand one hundred and eighty-four do llara~and fifty-five r nt .

*

•
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For this amount, or so much thereof as may be necessary, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, in the care and support of the Otter Tail, Pillager, Pembina, and Mississippi Chippewa Indians, on the White Earth Reservation in Minnesota, and
.to assist them in· their agricultural operations, five thousand dollars; and for the erection of
.'a suitable building for a grist-mill in connection with the saw-mill on said reservation, five
thousand dollars; in all, ten thousand dollars.
. To enable the Secretary of the Interior to carry out in part the provision of the act entitled
"An act to abolish the Miami tribe of Indians, and for other purposes," approved :March
third, eighteen hundred and seventy-three, the following sums are hereby appropriated, to
be charged to tHe Miami tribal fund, and to be immediately available, namely: For payment to such Miamies as elected to become citizens under said act their proportion of the
tribal moneys, thirty-three thousand one hlmdred and thirty-three dollars and ninety-six
cents; and for payment to confederated bands of Kaskaskia, Peoria, Piankeshaw, and Wea
Indians, twenty-four thousand nine hundred and fifty-two dollars and three cents ; in all,
. fifty-eight thousand eighty-five dollars and ninety-nine cents.
For expenses incurred in the erection of a school-house for the Pottawatomies in the year
eighteen hundred and seventy-five, the same being a re-appropriation of ·money made for
this purpose and not used in eighteen hundred and seventy-four, twenty-five hundred
dollars.
"
Approved March 3, 1877.
CHAP. 106.-AN AcT making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the fi~cal yPar
ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and Heventy-seven, and prior years, and for other purposes. (March
3, 1877 [Vol. 19, p. 363.]

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Cong1·ess assembled, That the following sums be, and they are hereby, appropriated, to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the Government for the fiscal year
ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, and for former years, and for
~
other purposes, namely :
·

*

*

INTERIOR DEPARTMENT.

*

*

*'

SURVEY OF INDIAN RESERVATIONS.-Arizona Territory; For the survey and subdivision of the Colorado River Indian reservation, by Chandler Robbins, designated by the
late Secretary of the Interior, being for the service of the fiscal years eighteen hundred
and seventy-five and eighteen hundred and seventy-six, one thousand three hundred and
fourteen dollars.
Dakota Territory: For the survey of that part of the Sioux Indian reservation in the Peoria bottom lying east of the Missouri River, by T. B. Medary, designated by the late Secretary of the Interior, being for the service of the fiscal years eighteen hundred and seventy
five and eighteen hundred and seventy-six, one thousand three hundred and ten dollars and
forty-three cents.
For the survey of the Devil's Lake Indian reservation in Dakota Territory, by Charles
H. Bates, designated by the late Secretary of the Interior, being for the service of the fiscal
years eighteen hundred and seventy-five and eighteen hundred and seventy-six, one thousand three hundred and eighty-four dollars and eighteen cents.
Dakota Territory : For the survey of a part of the Sioux Indian reservation locu.ted on
White River west of the Missouri River, in Dakota Territory, by James W. Miller, designated by the late Secretary of the Interior, being for the service of the fiscal years eighteen
hundred and seventy-four and eighteen hundred and seventy-five, eleven thousand six hundred and fifty-nine dollars and seventy-five cents.
Idaho Territory: For the survey of the Fort Hall Indian reservation, Idaho, by D.P.
Thompson, designated by the late Secretary of the Interior, being for the service of the fiscal years eighteen hundred and seventy-four and eighteen hundred and seventy-five, four
thousand five hunured and twenty dollars and fifty cents.
Oregon : For survey of the Malheur Indian reservation for the Snake and Pi- Ute Indians
in Oregon, by Thompson and Meldrum, under their contract dated October twenty-fourth,
eighteen hundred and seventy-four, being for the service of the fiscal years eighteen hundred
and seventy-four and eighteen hundred and seventy-five, five thousand two hundred and
fifty-four dollars and thirty-six cents.
Survey of Indian lands in North Carolina: For the survey of the lands of the Eastern
Band of the Cherokees in North Carolina, being a deficiency for the fiscal year eighteen
hundred and seventy-seven, two thousand one hun~red und fifty-nine dollars and twentyseven cents.
'
Nebraska: For amount due White and Hull for surveying the Otoe Indian reservation in
the State of Nebraska, under contract of July third, eighteen hundred and sever:ty-three
b?ing a deficiency for the fiscal year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, two thousand and
n1heteen dollars and fifteen cents.
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For this amount or so much thereof as may be necessary, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, for the care and support of Indians at Fort Peck agency,
during the balance of the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventyseven, fifty thousar:d dollars.
MISCELLANEOUS,

Pay ·of ~uperintendents and agents: For payment of amount certified to be due Vf. P.
Calion, late Indian agent, by the accounting officers of the Treasury Department, being for
the service of the fiscal year eighteen hundred and seventy-th.ree and prior years, one hundred and sev~nty-eight dollars and eighty-six cents.
For payment of amount certified to be due T. I. Galbraith, late Indian agent, by the accounting-officers of the Treasury Department, being for the service of the fiscal year eighteen
hundred and seventy-three and prior years, twenty-three hundred and ninety-one dollars
and twenty-four cents.
Pay of interpreters: For payments of amounts certified to be due W. P. Callan, late Indian agent, and W. H. French, junior, late acting Indian agent by the accounting-officers of
the Treasury Department, being for the service of the fiscal year eighteen hundred and seventy-three and prior years, two hundred dollars and sixty-three cents.
:Buildings at agencies, and repairs: For payment of amounts certified to be due W. P.
Calion, late Indian agent by the accounting-officers of the Treasury D epartment, being for
the service of the fiscal year eighteen hundred and se>enty-three and prior years, nine dollars and sixty-one cents.
Contingencies of the Indian Department : For payment of amounts certified to be due W.
P. Calion and Simeon Whiteley, late Indian agents by the accounting·-officers of the Treasury Department, being for the service of the fiscal year eighteen hundred and seventy-three
and prior years, ninety-six dollars and eighty cents.
Incidental expenses of Indian service in Arizona : For payment of amounts certified to be
due Herman Bendell, late Indian superintendent, and Cornelius Brice, by the arcountiogofficers of the Treasury Department, being for the service of the fiscal year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, three hundred and tifty-seven dollars and forty·two ceuts.
Incidental expenses of India-n service in California : For payment of amount certified to
be due Charles Maltby late Indian agent, by the accounting-officers of the Treasury Department, being for the service of the fiscal year eighteen hundred and seventy-three and
prior years, fifteen dollars and seventy-one cents.
IncidP.ntal expenses of Indian service in Dakota: For payment of amount certified to be
due ·w. H. French junior, late acting Indian agent, by the accounting-officers of the Treasury Department, being for the service of the fiscal year eighteen hundred and seventy-three
and prior years, ninety-eight dollars and seventy-five cents.
Incidental expenses of Indian service in New Mexico: For payment of amount certified
to be due John S . Armstrong, late Indian agent, by the accounting-officers of the Treasury
D epartment, being for the service of the fiscal year eighteen hundred and seventy-three and
prior years, two hundred and twenty dollars.
Incidental expenses of Indian service in Oregon: For payment of amount certified to be
due J. T. Booth, by the accounting-officers of the Treasury Department, b ing for the service
of the fiscal year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, seventy-two dollars and forty-four
cents.
Collecting and sub isting .Apaches of Arizona and New Mexico: For payment of amount
certified to be due Josephus Williams, late Indian agent, by the accounting-officers of the
Treasury Department, being for the service of the fiscal year eighteen hundred and seventytluee and prior years, fifty-two dollars and ninety-seven cents.
Maintaining peace among and with the various tribes and bands of Indians: For payment
of amount certified to be due W. H. French, junior, late acting Indian agent, by the accounting-officers of the Treasury D epartment, being for the service of the fiscal year eighteen
hundred and eventy-one and prior years, sixteen dollars and forty-two cents.
Approved March 3, 1 77.
No. 20.-JOL.'IT RESOLUTI0:-1 prohibiting supply of special metallic cartridges to hostile Indians. (August 5
1876.)

Whereas, it is ascertained that the hostile Indians of the Northwest are largely equipped
with arms wbic~ require special metallic cartridges 1 and that such special ammunition i in
large part supph d to such hostile Indians directly or indirectly through t(aders and others
in the Indian country: Then>fore,
Re olu.cl by the enate anrl Hou e of Repre entatir:es of t!te United States of America in Congre a emblcd, That the re ident of the nited ta.tes is hereby authorized and reqoe ted
t.o take u~b. m .ore a in hi judgm nt may be necessary to prevent such special metallic ammumtl n b mg conv yed to u<~h ho tile Indians, and i. further authorized to declare
t~e arne ontrn?~~d of wnr in such district of country as he ma.y de )gnate during the con·
t nuance of h . llht1 .
Approved, Augu t -, l 6.
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CHAP. 188.-AN AcT for the relief of the sureties of J. W. P. Huntington, deceased, late Superintendent of
Indian affairs in Oregon. [Vol. 19, p. 447.]

Be it e».acted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That in the settlement of the accounts of J. W. P. Huntington, de-

ceased, late superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon, the proper accounting officers of
the Treasury, be, and they are hereby authorized and directed to allow a c~;edit of ten thousand dollars, Indian funds, charged to him and lost by the wreck of the steamer Brother
Jonathan, off the coast of California, on the thirtieth day of July, eighteen hundred and
sixty-five; also a credit of five hundred dollars for that sum transmitted by said Huntington, on or about the fifteenth day of May, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, to William Logan, deceased, late Indian agent, in charge of the Warm Spring Indian agency, in Oregon,
for which no vouchers were returned before the death of the said Logan: Provided, That
no credit shall be allowed for the said sums until satisfactory proof shall be made of the·
loss of said ten thousand dollars by the wreck of the said steamer Brother Jonathan, and
of the transmission of said five hundred dollars to the said William Logan •
. Approved, July 12, 1876.
CHAP. 313.-AN AcT for the relief of William H. French, jr. U. f:;, A. late Indian agent at Crow Creek, .
Dakota. [Vol. 19, p. 493.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United. States of A me rica in
Con!fress assembled, That the proper accounting officer of the Treasury be, and he is hereby,
authorized to adjust and settle the property-accounts of William H. French, junior, late ·
Indian agent at Crow Creek, Dakota Territory, and if it shall be made clearly to appear
that John A. Morrow, who was a contractor for furnishing supplies of beef-~ttle to the
Indian agencies, has delivered to Henry ..1!"'. Livingston agent at Crow Creek, beef-cattle in
lieu of four hundred and twenty-two thousand, one hundred pounds, which he delivered to·
William H. French, agent, on ninth November, eighteen hundred and seventy, at Crow
Creek, and for which said Morrow afterwards got receipts from said Livingston and col·
lected from the Government on both, then said a0counting officer shall be authorized to give
said French credit in his settlement accordingly.
Approved, August 15, 1876.
.

CHAP. 161.-AN ACT for the relief of Redick McKee.

[Vol. 19, p. 541.]

Be it enacted by the Senate anrl House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the memorial and claims of Redick McKee, late disbursing agent ot

the Indian department in California, (Miscellaneous Document One hundred and two, printed
February twenty-fifth, eighteen hundred and seventy-one,) be, and hereby are, referred forexamination and ·settlement to the Secretary of the Interior. If the Secretary shall find the
allegations and statements of the claimant verified by the records of the department, or other
satisfactory evidence, be shall allow him such relief as may be equitable and just, to be paid
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.
Approved, March 3, 1877.
CHAP. 192.-AN AcT to authorize Louis Petoskey of Michigan to enter a certain tract of land which embraceij his home and improvements. [Vol. 19, p. 548.J

Be it enacted by tile Senate anrl House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Louis Petoskey, of the State of Michigan, be, and he is hereby,

authorized to enter the south-half of the northeast quarter of section five, in township thirtyfour, north of range five, west, in the district of lands subject to sale at Traverse City, Michigan, upon payment to the receiver of public moneys of the legal price thereof.
Approved March 3, 1877.
CHAP. 200.-AN AcT for the relief of Hans C. Peterron.

(Vol. 19, p. 549.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in·
Congress assembred, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and

directed to audit and settle the claim of Hans C. Peterson, for damages sustained by him by
reason of depredat!ons and injuries by certain bands of Sioux Indians, in Minnesota, in the
year eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and to pay to sltid Hans C. Peterson the sum of two
thousand two hundred and eighty-three dollars and ninety-two cents in full payment and
satisfaction for all losses and damages by him sustaineJ; and the said sum is hereby appropriated for that purpose.
Approved, March 3, 1877.
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Schedule of Ind·i an trust land-3 in Kansas a.nd Nebraska for sale under di1·ection of General
Land Office.
P .AWNEE LANDS IN NEBRASKA.

Description.

Area in acres.

Township 16 north, range 3 west ......................................... .
Township 17 north, range 3 west ........................................ ..
Township 18 north, range 3 west ......................................... .
Township 16 north, range 4 w est ........................................ ..
Township 17 north, range 4 west ......................................... ..
Township 18 north, range 4 west .......................................... .
Township 15 north, range 5 west ......................................... .
Township 16 north, rang~ 5 west ......................................... .
Township 17 north, range 5 west ........................................ ..
Township 18 north, range 5 west ........................................ ..
Township 15 north, range 6 west ........................................ ..
Township 16 north, range 6 west ......................................... .

u

- ~~:~:~~ ~~~:~: ~:~: ~ :::~::::::

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Township 15 north, range 7 west ... .. .................................... .
Township 16 north, range 7 west ........................................ ..
Township 17 north, range 7 west ........................................ ..
Township 18 north, range 7 wel!t ..................................... . .. ..
Township 15 north, range 8 west ........................................ ..
Township 16 north, range 8 west ........................................ ..
Township 17 north, range 8 west ......................................... .
Township 18 north, range 8 west ............................... . ......... .

va:uation.

2, 007.69
2, 039. 6:1
1, 147. 22
22,718. 02
22, 182. 90
11, 924. 51
1, 462.36
21, 840. 40
22, 932. 71
9, 803.72
3, 866. 5:!
21,694.29
22,932.25
7, 241. 07
9, 240. 80
22,963.75
2:J, 85·4. 63
1, 372. 68
9, 123. 04
20,081.44
19,325. 00
82.56

$5, 597
8, 423
3, 405
68,878
74,252
30 667
3:364
74,677
54, 89~
21,787
10,102
. 68 445
68: 315
21,248
30,602
50, 1'83
57,551
4, 274
27,833
36,077
31,769
103

64
04
77
78
69
59
98
74

22
50
54
02
44
37
95
86
17
34
69
08
64
16

278,837.20

$752,455 21
9, 345 co

Total -?aluation of land and impro>ements............ .. .. .. . .. • .. .. .. . . . . .. . .. . ..

$761, 800 21

===------

OTOE AND MISSOURIA LANDS IN NEBRASKA.

Township 1 north, range 4 east .......................................... ..

~~~m~~~: EIH illH:::~: :~ ~ : : jjnHH: : Z:::jj H

West half of township 1 north, range 7 east ............................ ..
West half of township 2 north, range 7 east ............................ ..

1'otal ............................................................. ..
OTOE AND MISSOURI.A LANDS IN KANSAS.

Township 1 south, range 4 east .................................. "' ...... ..

~~~:~E} =~~~~: ~!~f! g~::t::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

West half of township 1south, range 7 east ............................ ..
Lot 4, section 3 of township 1 south, range 7 east ......................... .
Southwest quarter of northwest quarter, section 3, township 1 south,
range 7 east ....................... - .................................... .
W est half of southwest quarter, section 3, township 1 Routh range 7 east ..
West half of northwest quarter, section 10, township 1 south, range 7 east .
West half of southwest quarter, section 10, township 1 south, range 7 east
Lot 5, section 15, township 1 south, range 7 east .......................... .
Total...............................................................
Total in Nebraska and Kansas......................................
SAC .AXD FOX OF THE MISSOURI LANDS 1N NEBRASKA.

Section 2.'i, township 1 north, range 16 east ............................... .
ction 36, townt~hip 1 north, range 16 east .............................. ..
Lot 11, section 16, township 1 north, range 17 east ...................... ..
Li>t 12 ea t, section 16, township 1 north, range 17 east ... . ... ............ .
Southwe t quarter of southwest quarter, section 16, township 1 north,
range17ea t ........................................................... .
ction 17, township 1 north, range 17 east .............................. ..
ction 19, township 1 north, range 17 east .............................. _.
ction 20, township 1 north, range 17 ea t .............................. _.
W st half ofnorthw t quarter, section 21, township 1 north, range 17 ea t .
W s half of uthwestquarter, section 21, township 1 north range 17 east.
We t half of northw st quar r, section 28, township 1 north' range 17 east .
W .t half of southwest quarter, .ction 2 , township 1 north; range 17 east .
t~on 29, town hip 1 north, range 17 at ............................... .
ct~on 30, town hip 1 north, range 17 east .............................. . .
, cllon 31, ownship 1 no1 th, range 17 east ............................... .
tlon 32, town hip 1 north, range 17 eat ......... ...................... .
half ofnorthw stquartor, se tion 33, township 1 north, range 17 east .
W
W t half of outbwest quart r, ction 33, township 1 north, range 17 east .
Total · .. · .. · .. · ........ - · ...... · · · · ·..... .. .. .. . .. .. .. • .. . .. .. .. .. ..

31~

12, 992.04
4, 482. 50
23, O!:l6. 96
7, 971. 04
23,065. 01
7, 510. 64
11, 495. 42
3, 637.28

' $39, 351
14,543
83,959
28,759
86,561
29,479
40,313
15,389

94, 240. 89

$338, 357 64

94
15t
54
62
04~

97

05~

=-===-==
4, 430. 05
$13,290 15
8, 241.09
29, 91 15!
8, 450. 74
30, O:JO 4
4, 134.44 )
39. 51

I

40.00
80.00
80.00
80.00
29.45 )

15,521

!){)

t

25,605.28

$i!, 733 6S!

====-==
119, 46. 17

$427, 09t 32!

==-=====
259.29
347.6
17.00
30.64
40.00
97.73
99.27
497. 00
80.00
0. 00
0. 00
0. 00
641l. 00
60 ' 6
639. 92
640. 00
0. 00
' 0. 00

S1,6 2 43
2, 019 1~
119 0
199 16

220
05
2,144
2, 09
420
360
400
30
3, 300
3, 773
3, 619
3, 300
400
400

00
33
6j

Oii

00
00
00
00
00
17
52
00
00
00

- -4, 397.
---39
· , 352 09
==.=.~..==:
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Schedule of Indian trust lands in Kansas and Neb1·aslca for sale, 4'c.-Continned.
Description.

Area in acres.

Valuation.

S.A.C ..L"{D FOX OF THE lfiSSOURI LANDS IN KANSAS.

Lot 3, section 1, township 1 south, range 16 east ......................... ..
Southwest quarter of north west quarter, section 4, township 1 south, range
17 east .......................... ... .................................... .
West half of southwest quarter, section 4, township 1 south, range 17 east.
Section 5, township 1 south, range 17 east ............................... ..
Section 6, township 1 south, range 17 east ............................... ..
Section 7, township 1 south, range 17 east ............................... ..
Section 8, township 1 south, range 17 east ............................... ..
·west half of northwest quarter, section 9, township 1 south, range 17 east .
Lot 3, section 9, township 1 south, range 17 east ......................... ..

40.00
80.00
604.84
441.39
218.11
493. 12
80.00
41.55

1. 80

$9 00

Total ............................................................. ..

2, 000.81

$10,577 78

Total in Nebraska and Kansas .................................... ..

6, 398.20

$36,929 87

200
400
3,075
2, 235
1, 370
2, 598
440
249

00
00
41
04

31
72
00
30

Schedule of unoccupied, unalloted Miami Indian lands in Kansas remaining unsold.
Description.

Area in acres.

Southeast quarter of southeast quarter, section 13, township 18, range 23 ..
Lot 1. section 24, township 18, range 23 .••..............•...•.•••.••.......
Lot 2, section 24, township 18, range 23 .................................. .
Lot 4, section 24, township 18, range 23 ................................... .
Lot 5, section 24, township 18, range 23 .................................. ..
Northwest quarter of northeast quarter, section 19, township 18, range 24 ..
Southwest quarter of northeast quarter, section 19, township 18, range24 ..
Northeast quarter of northwest quarter, section 19, township 18, range 24 ..
Lot 1, section 19, township 18, range 24 .................................. ..
Southeast quarter of northwest quarter, section 19, township 18, range 24 ..
Lot 2, section 19, township 18, range 24 .................................. ..
Northeast quarter of southeast quarter, section 19, township 18, range 24 ..
Northwest quarter of southeast quarter, section 19, township 18, range 24 ..
Northeast quarter of southwest quarter, section 10, township 19, range 25 ..
Northwest quarter of eouthwest quarter, section 10, township 19, range 25 ..
Southwest quarter of northeast quarter, section 22, township 19, range 25 ..
Southeast quarter of northeast quarter, section 12, township 20, range 23 ..
Southwest quarter of northeast quarter, section H, township 20, range 23 ..
Northeast quarter of southeast quarter, section 12, township 20, range 23 ..
Northwest quarter of southeast quarter, section 12, township 20, range 23 ..
South half of southeast quarter, section 12, township 20, range 23 ......... .
Northeast quarter of southeast quarter, section 13, township 20, range 23 ..
Northwest quarter of southeast quarter, section 13, township 20, range 23 ..
South half of southeast quarter, section 13, township 20, range 23 .••.•••••.
Lot 1, section 5, township 20, range 24 ................................... ..
Lot 4, section 5, township 20, range 24 .................................... .
Northwes t quarter of northwest quarter, section 5, township 20, range 24 ..
Lot 5, Aection 5, townijhip 20, range 24 ................................... ..
Nort!l half of northeast quarter, 11ection 6, township 20, range 24 ........ ..
South half of northeast quarter, section 6, township ~0, range 24 ...•.•...•.
West half of southeast quarter, section 6, townehip 20, range 24 .......... .
Northwest quarter of northeast quarter, section 7, township 20, range 24 ..
Northwest quarter of southwest quarter, section 8, township 20, range 24 ..
Southwest quarter of southwest quarter, section 9, townsllip 20, ran~e 24 ..
Southeast quarter of southeast quarter, section 10, township 20, range 24 ..
Northwest qnarter of southwest quarter, section 14, township 20, range 24 ..
Southeast quarter of southwest quarter, section 14, township 20, range 24 ..
Southwest quarter of southwest quarter, section 14, townqbip 20, range 24 ..
Northwest quarter of southeast quarter, section 151 township 20, range 24 ..
South half of soothellst quarter, section 15, township 20, range 24 .........
North west q oartt~r of northeast quarter, section 17, township 20, range 24 ..
South half of northwest quarter, section 17, township 20, range 24 ....... ..
SouthweAt quarter of section 17, township 20, range 24 ................... .
South half of northeast q narter, section 18, township 20, range 24 .... : . ... .
North half of Aootheast quarter, section 18, township 20, range 24 ........ .
Southeast qnarter of southeast quarter, section 18, township 20, range 24 ..
North ast quarter of southweAt quarter, section 17, township 20, range 25 ..
Southwest quarter of southwest quarter, section 17, township 20, rauge 25 ..

40.00
28.60
33.00
37.00
20.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
45.77
40.00
45.52
40.00
40.00
40.00
40. 'JO
40.00
40.00

40.00

40.00
40.00
80.00
40.00
40.00
80.00
0.16
41.20

40.57
36.10
80.00
80.00
80.00
40. 00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
4(1. 00

40.00
80.00
40.00
80.00
160. 00
80.00
80.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
~.

327. 92

Value per
acre.
$6 00

11 00
13 80
13 50
8 50
3 50
6 00
3 50

9 00
4 50
6 00

7 00
6. 00
5 00

4
5
3
4
3
4
2

00
00
00
00

00
00

50

3 00
4 00
3 00

12 50
4 00
4 00
4 00

5 00
3 00
3 00
350
3 00

500

5 00
4 50
4 00
3 50
3 00
3 00
3 00
3 00
3 00
3 00
300

3 00
5 00
5 00
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EXECUTIVE ORDERS, ESTABLISHING, ENLARGING, OR REDUCING INDIAN
RESERVATIONS, ALSO RESTORING CERTAIN INDIAN RE'SERVATIONS TO
THE PUBLIC DOMAIN, FROM JANUARY 11, 1875, TO SEPTEMBER 29, 1877.
ARIZONA.

Camp ."f!erde reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, April 23, 1875.
All orders establishing and setting apart the Camp Verde Indian reservation in the Territory of Arizona, described as follows: All that portion of country adjoining on the northwest side of and above the military reservation of this (Camp Verde) post, on the Verde
River, for a distance of ten miles on both sides of the river to the point where the old wagonroad to Ne.v Mexico crosses the Verde, supposed to be a distance up the river of about fortyfive miles, are hereby revoked and annulled; and the said describeJ tract of country is hereby
restored to the public domain.
U.S. GRANT.

Cl!iricahlla reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, October 30, 1876.
It is hereby ordered that the order of December 14, 1872, setting apart the followingdescribed lands in the Territory of Arizona as a reservation for certain Apache Indians, viz :
Beginning at Dragoon Springs, near Dragoon Pass, and running thence northeasterly along
the north base of the Chiricahua Mountains, to a point on the summit of Peloncillo Mountains, or Stevens Peak Range; thence running southeasterly along said range through
Stevens Peak to the boundary of New Mexico; thence running south to the boundary of
Mexico; thence running westerly along said boundary fifty-six: miles; thence running
northerly, following sub ·tantially the western base of the Dragoon Mountains, to the place
of beginnJng, be, and the !:lame is hereby, canceled, and said lands are restored to the public
domain.
U.S. GRANT.

Coluradu River reser'Ce.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, May 15, J876.
Whereas an executive order was issued November 16, 1874, defining the limits of the Colorado River Indian re ervation, which purported to cover, but did not, all the lands theretofore set apart by act of Congress approved March 3, 1865, and ex:ecutive order dated November 22, 1873; and whereas the order of November 16, 1874, did not revoke the order of
November 22, 1873, it is hereby ordered that a!l lands withdrawn from sale by either of these
orders are still set apart for Indian purposes ; and the following are hereby declared to be
the boundaries of the Colorado River Indian rel:!ervation in Arizona and California, viz :
Beginning at a point where La Paz Arroyo enters the Colorado River, and four miles above
Ehrenburg; thence easterly with said Arroyo to a point sonth of the crest of La Paz Mountain; thence with said mountain crest in a northerly direction to the top of Black Monntaiu;
thence in a northwesterly direction over the Colorado River to the top of Monument Peak, in
the State of California; thence south westerly in a straight line to the top of Riverside Mountain, California; thence in a direct line towards the place of beginning to the west bank of
the Colorado River; thence down said west bank to a point opposite the place of beginning;
thence to the place of beginning.
U. S. GRANT.

Pima and Mnricopa or Gila River reserve.
EXECUTIVE MAN ION, August 31, 1 76.
It is hereby ordered that the following-described lands in the Territory of Arizona, viz
Town hip 4 outh, range 7 ea t, sectious 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, north half of section
3,... and section :36; town. hip 5 soutb, range 7 east, nor thea t quarter of section 1 ; townhtp 4 south, range 8 east, outhwest quarter of section 19, west half and southeast quarter
of section 2!. section :30, 31, 32, and southwest quarter of section 33; town hip 5 south,
r nge ea t, south we t quarter of ection 3, ection 4, north half of section 5, north half of
northea t qnar rand northw t qnarter of section 6, and north we t quarter of section 10,
b , and ~he ~me are here~y. '. ithd~awn from the public domain and set apart as an additio!l
t the tl Rtver re ervat10n tn Anzona, for the u e and occupancy of the Pima. and Man•opo. Indians.
. ...,. GR IT.
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White Mountain reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, .April 27, 1876.
It is hereby ordered that all that portion of the White Mountain Indian reservation in Ari:zona Territory lying west of the following-described line, viz: Commencing at thE> northwest
corner of the present reserve, a point at the southern edge of the Black Mesas, due north of
Sombrero or Plumose Butte; thence due south to said Sombrero or Plumose Butte; thence
southeastwardly to Chromo Peak; thence in a southerly direction to the mouth of the San
Pedro River; thence due south to the southern boundary of the reservation, be, and the same
her-eby is, restored to the public domain.
U.S. GRANT.

Wltite Mountain reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January

26, 1877.

It is hereby ordered that all that portion of the White Mountain Indian reservation in
Arizona 'Territory lying within the following-described boundaries, viz: Commencing at a
point known as corner I of survey made by Lieut. E. D. Thomas, Fifth Cavalry, in March,
1876, situated northeast of, and 313 chains from, flagstaff of Camp Apache, magnetic varialtion 13° 48' east; thence south 68° 34' west 360 chains, to corner II, post in monument of
:Stones, variation 13° 45' east; thence south 7° 5' west, 240 clJains to corner III, post in monument of stones, variation 13° 43' east; thence north 68° 34' east, 360 chains to comer IV_,
post in monument of stones, magnetic variation 13° 42' east; thence north 7° 15' east, 240
ohains to place of beginning, comprising 7,421.14 acres, be restored to the public domain.
U.S. GRANT.

White ·Mountain rese1·ve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, March

31, 1877.

It is hereby ordered that all of that portion of the White Mountain Indian reservation in
the Territory of Arizona, lying within the following-described boundaries, be, and the same
-h ereby is, restored to the public domain, to wit : Commencing at a point at the south bank
~f the Gila River, where the San Pedro empties into the same; thence up and along the
-south bank of said Gila River ten miles; thence due south to the southern boundary of the
said reservation ; thence along the southern boundary to the western boundary thereof;
thence up said western boundary to the place of beginning.
R. B. HAYES.

CALIFORNIA.

Hoopa Valley reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, June 23, 1876.
It is hereby ord ered that the south and west boundaries, and that portion of the north
rb oundary west of Trinity River, surveyed in 1875 by C. T. Bissel, and the courses and
,distances of the east boundary, and that portion of the north boundary east of Trinity
River, reported but not surveyed by him, viz: "Beginning at the southeast corner of the
reservation, at a post set in mound of rocks, marked 'H. V. R., No. !3 ;' thence south 17~o
we~t 905.15 chains to southeast corner of reservation; thence south 72to west 480 chains
to the mouth of Trinity River," be, and hereby are, declared to be the exterior boundaries
~= Hoopa Valley Indian reservation, and the land embraced therein, an area of 8f-1,572.43
acres, be, and hereby is, withdrawn from public sale, and set apart for Indian purposes, as
one of the Io~ian re ervations~ authoriz ed to be set apart in California, by act of Congress
.approved Apnl , I t!6~ . (13 Stats., p. 39.)
U.S. GRANT.
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Mission Indian reserves.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, December 27, 1875.
It is hereby ordered that the following· described lands in the county of San Diego, Cal.,
viz:
fortrero-San Bernardino base and meridian, including Rincon, Gapich, and La Joya,
township JO south, range 1 east, sections 16, 2~, 25, 26, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, and fractional sections 17, 18, 19, .20J 21, 22, 27, 28, and 29;
Coahuilla-Township 7 south, range 2 east, sections 25, 26, 27,. 28, 33, 34, 35, and 36;
township 7 south, range 3 east, sections 26, 27, 28, 2~. 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35; township
8 south, range 2 east, sections 1, ~. 3, and 4 ; township 8 south, range 3 east, sections 2, 3,
4, 5, and 6;
Capitan Grande-Township 14 south, range 2 east, sections 25, 26, 27, 34, 35, and 36;
township 14 south, range 3 east, sections 3l and 3~; township 15 south, range 2 east, sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, ~. 9, and 10; township 15 south, range 3 ea>t, sections 5 and 6;
Santa Ysabel-Including Mesa Grande, township 1 1 south, range 2 east, south half of
section 21, northwest quarter, and east half of section 28, and sections 25, 26, and 27;
township 11 south, range 3 east, sections 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35, :36, and fractional sections 29, 31, and 32; township 12 south, range 2 east, sections 3, 10, 14, 15, and fractional
section 13; township 12 south, range 3 east, sections I, 2, 12, and fractional sections 3, 4,
10, lJ, 13, and 14;
Pala-Township 9 south, range 2 west, northeast quarter of section 33, and north half
of the north half of 34 ;
Aqua Calienta-Township 10 south~ range 3 east, southeast quarter of section 23, s.outhwest quarter of 24, west half of 25, and east half of 26;
Sycuan-Township 16 south, range 1 east, section 13;
Mt0a-Township 13 south, range~ east, northeast quarter of section 35;
Cosmit-Township 13 south, range 3 east, north half of northeast quarter of section 25,
be, and the same are hereby, withdrawn from sale and set apart as reservations for tlie permanent use and occupancy of the Mission Indians in Lower California.
U.S. GRANT.

Mission -Indian reserves.
E XECUTIVE MANSION, May 15, 1876.
It is hereby ordered that the following-described lands in San Bernardino County, Cal.,
viz:
Portre1·o-Townsbip 2 south, range 1 east, section 36;
Mission-Township 2 south, range 3 east, sections 12, J 3, and 14;
Aqua Calienta-Township 4 south, range 4 east, section 14 and south half of southeast
quarter and northeast half of section 22 ;
Torros-Township 7 south, range 7 east, section 2;
Village-Township 7 south, range 8 east, section 16;
Cabezons-Township 7 south, range 9 east, section 6;
Village-Township 5 south, range 8 east, section 19;
Village-Township 5 south, range 7 east, section 24, be, and the same hereby are, withdrawn from sale and et apart as reservations for the permanent use and occupancy of the
Mission Indians in outhern California, in audition to the selections noted and reserved
under executive order dated 27th December last.
. S. GRANT.

Mission Indian reserves.
EXECUTIVE MAN ION, May 3, 1877.
It i hereby ordered thl\t the following lands, situate in California, viz, town hip 10 south,
range 1 ea t, ection I ' and 3Cl, 'an .Hcrnaraino; township 7 south, range :l east, section
:~ ·; town h~p 14 outh, range 2 ea.Rt, section :36; township 11 south, range 3 east, section
; to~n b1p 9 outb, range 2 we t, north half of northea t quarter, section :33, being
lands Withdrawn from the public domain fur the Mi sion India.us by President' order of
. cemb r 27 J '"; a.l o tb following : town hip 2 s utb, rano-e 1 ea t, section 36; town
~'P 7 ~. utb, r,a n· -1t, action 16, being land~ withdrawn by P 1e iuent's order of M y
1.,, I r , for til
'11 purp
be, and the same are hereby, rcstoreJ to the public d main.

R. B. H YE .
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Mission Indian reserve.
EXECUTIVI<~ MANfiiON, August 25, 1877.
It is hereby ordered that the following lands in California, to wit, all the even-numbered
sections and all the unsurveyed portions of township 2 south, range 1 east, township 2 south,
range 2 east, township 3 south, range 1 east, and township 3 south, range 2 east, San Ber
nardino meridian, excepting sections 16 and 36, and excepting also all tract . or tracts the
title to which has passed out of the United States Government, be, and the same hereby are,
withdmwn from sale and settlement, and set apart as a reservation for Indian purposes.

·

R. B. HAYES.

Mission Indian reserve.
EX~CUTIVE MANSION, September 29, 1877.
It is hereby ordered that the following-described lands in California, to wit, all the evennumbered sections, and all the unsurveyed portions of township 4 south, range 4 east, township 4 south, range 5 east, and township 5 south, range 4 east, San Bernardino meridian,
excepting sections 16 and 36, and excepting also any tract or tracts the title to which has
passed out of the United States Government, be, and the arne hereby are, withdrawn from
sale and settlement, aud set apart as a reservation for Indian purpose~:; for certain of the Mission Indians.
R. B. HAYES.

Round Valley Reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, May 18, 1e7fl.
Whereas an act of Congress entitled "An act to restore a part of the Round Valley Indian
reservation in California to the public lands, and for other purposes," approved March 3,
1873, (Stats. at Large, vol. n, p. 633,) defines the south, east, and west boundaries of said reservation, and authorizes and directs the Secretary of the Interior to appoint a commission to
report its north boundary; and said commission having made their report, which was
approved by the Secretary of the Interior August 4, 1874, I hereby order and proclaim the
following as the boundaries of the Round Valley Indian resj3rvation in California, conformable to said act of Congress, viz : ·
Beginning for the same at a point in section 36, of township 23, range 12 west, Mount
Diablo meridian, where the township line crosses Eel River, being at a point about eighty
rods west of tht>. southeast corner of said township and section; thence following the courses
of Eel River up said stream, in the center thereof, to a point where the same is intersected
by the stream known as Williams Creek, or Bland Mountain Creek; thence following up
the center of said creek to its extreme northern source on the ridge dividing the waters of
said creek from the waters of Hall's Canon or Creek, a tributary of the north fork of Eel
River, at the foot of Bland Mountain, crossing said dividing ridge at a point on a line
where a small white-oak tree and a cluster of arbor-vitre trees are branded with the letters
U . S. R.; thence in a ·direct line to the center of said Hall's Canon or Creek; thence following down the center of the same to its intersection with the north fork of Eel River; thence
down the center of said north fork to its intersection with the main fork; thence following
up the main fork of the Eel River, in the center thereof, where the township line between
town hips 22 and 23 north, range 13 west, would intersect said river, if produced; thence
east along said township line through ranges 13 and 12 to the place of beginning.
U. 1::1. GRANT.

Round Valley resen;e.
EXECUTlVE MANSION, July 26, 1876.
The military reservation in California known as Camp Wright, embracing the west half
of ection l and the east half of section 2, township 22 north, range 13 west, and containing
one mile square of land, be the same more or les.s, having been, with its buildings, improvements, &c., relinquished by the War Department, the executive order of April 27, 1869,
creating aid military rer;ervation, is hereby revoked, and the said tract of land, with ite
buildings, improvements, &c., is hereby withheld from public sale, and reserved for the use
~tnd occupancy of the Indians located on the Round Valley reservation, as au extension
thereof until otherwi e ordered.
U.S. GRANT.
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COLORADO.

Ute reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSI(>N, November 22, 1'875.
It is hereby ordered that the tract of country in the Territory of Colorado, lying within
rthe following-described boundaries, viz: Commencing at the northeast corner of the present
Ute Indian reRervation, as defined in the treaty of March 2, 1868, (Stats. at Large, vol. 15,
•P· Gl9,) thence running north on the 107th degree of longitude to the first standard parallel
north; thence west on said first standard parallel to the boundary line between Colorado and
ll.Jtah; thence south with said boundary to the northwest corner of the Ute Indian reservation; thence east with the north boundary of the said reservation to the place of beginning
'be, and the same hereby is, withdrawn from sale and set apart for the use of the several
tribes of Ute Indians, as an addition to the present reservation in said Territory.
U.S. GRANT.

Ute reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, August 17, 1876.
It is hereby ordered that all that port.ion of country in the State of.Colorado, lying within
•the following-described boundaries, and forming a part of the Uncompagre Park, viz: Commencing at the fifty-third mile-post on the north line of the survey of. the boundaries of the Ute
·cession, executed by .Jas. W. Miller, in 1875; thence south four miles; thence east four miles;
thence nOJ;th four miles, to the said north line; thence west to the place of beginning, be,
and the same hereby is, withdrawn from the public domain and set apart as a part of the
\Ute Indian reservation, in accordance with the first article of an agreement made with said
Indians and ratified by Congress April 29, 1874.-(Stats. at Large, vol. 18, page 36.)
.
U. S. GRANT:

DAKOTA.

Sioux reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 11, 1875.
It is hereby ordered that the tract of country in the Torritory of Dakota lying within the
following-described boundaries, viz: Commencing on the east bank of the Missouri River
where the forty-sixth parallel of north latitude- crosses the same; thence east with said parallel of latitude to the ninety-ninth degree of west longitude; thence south with said degree
·of longitude to the east bank of the Missouri River; thence up and with the east bank of
said river to the place of beginning, be, and the same hereby is, withdrawn from sale and
'set apart for the use of the several tribes of Sioux Indians, as an addition to their present
reservation in said Territory.

U. S. GRANT.

Sioux reserve.
EXECUTIVE MAN ION, March 16, I 75.
It is hereby ord red that the tract of country in the Territory of Dakota. lying within the
follo~ving-?e crib d boundaries, viz: Commencing at a point where the J02d degree of we t
ODgJtude mt rsects the 46th parall I of north latitude; thence north on aid I 02d degree of
longituJ to the outb bank of Cannon-Ball River; thence down and with tbe. outh bank
of said River ~o a poiut on the ea t ide of the Missouri Riv r, opposite the mouth of said
'annon-Ball R1ver · thenc d wn tt.nd with the east bank of the Mi ouri River to the mouth
of Beaver Riv r; theuce up and with the sonth bA.nk of Beaver River to the 1OOth degree
of ~\·e t longitude· then~ so~th witb said 1 Oth degree of lonooitudE> to the 46th parallel of
lal! lud ; th .nee ~ve t w1th sa1d par~:~.llel of latitude to the place of beginning, be, an the
am_ h reby 1 , Wl~b.drawn fr~m s~:~.le and set apart for the u e of the se veral tribe of ionx
odJans, a an add1tlon to tb H present reservation in said Territory.
u. . GRA.TT.
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Sioux reserve.
EXECI1TIVE MANSION, May 20, 1875. .
It is hereby ordered that that portion of the public domain in the Territory of Dakota lying south of an east and west line from the northwest corner of the Yankton Indian reservation to the ninety-nint.h degree of longitude, and between said longitude and the .Missouri
River on the west and the Yankton Indian reservation on the east, be, and the same hereby
is, withdrawn from sale and settlement, and set apart for the use of the several tribes of Sioux
Indians as an addition to their present reservatiOn in said Territory.
U.S. GRANT.

Sioux reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, November 28, 1876.
It is hereby ordered that the tract of country in the Territory of Dakota o~ the east side of
the Missouri River, lying within the following boundaries, viz: Commencing at a point,on the
south bank of Beaver River, intersected by the one hundredth degree of west longitude ;
thence in a direct line to the east corner of the Fort Rice military reservation; thence in a
southwestern direction along the said military reservation to the east bank of the Missouri
River; thence with the east bank of the Missout'i to the mouth of Beaver River; thence up
and with the south bank of Beaver River to the place of beginnin~r, be, and the same hereby
is, withdrawn from sale and set apart for the use of the several tribes cif Sioux Indians as
an addition to their present reservation in said Territory.
U.S. GRANT.

IDAHO.

l.emlti reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, February 12, 1875.
It is hereby ordered that the tract of country in the Territory of Idaho, lying within the
following-described boundaries, viz: Commencing at a point on the Lemhi River that is due
west of a point one mile due south of Fort Lemhi; thence due east, about three miles, to
·the crest of the mountain; thence with .said mountain in a sontherly direction about twelve
miles to a point due east of Yeanun bridge, on the Lemhi River; then<•e west across said
bridge and Lemhi River to the crest of the mountain on the west side of river ; thence with
said mountain in a northerly direction to a point due west of the place of beginning ; thence
due east to the place of beginning, be, and the same hereby is, withdrawn from sale and set
apart for the exclusive use of the mixed tribes of Shoshone, Bannock, and Sheepeater In_
dians, to be known as the Lemhi Valley Indian reservation.
Said tract of country is estimated to contain about one hundred square miles, and is in
lieu of the tract provided for in the third article of an unratified treaty made and concluded
at Virgiuia City, Montana. Territory, on the ~4th of September, 1868.
U.S. GRANT.

NEVADA.

Carlin Farms reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, May 10, 18/7.
It is hereby ordered that all that tract of country in the Stute of Nevada (known as the
Carlin Farms) lying within the following boundaries, viz: Beginning at the quarter-section
co rner post on the west boundary of section 6, township il5 north, range 5~ east, Mount
Diablo meridian; thence south 62° 56 1 east 4,229t feet, to a post marked ''U.S. I. R., station B ;" then~e north 2° 4' east 1,928 feet, to a post marked '' U. S. I. R., station C ;"
thence north 3° 91 west 2,122 feet, to a post marked "U. S. I. R., station D ;" theuce south,
tl5° ti' west 3,000 feet, to a post marked "U. S. I. R., station E ;" thence north 52° 321 west
4,046 feet, to a post marke-d "U.S. I. R., station F ;" thence north 39° 25 1 west 1,200 feet,
to a post marked "U. S. I. R., station G;" thence south 44° I 0' west 21,200 feet, to a post
marked "U. S. I. R., station, H ;" thence south 44° 29' east 2,663 feet, to a post marked
"U. S. I. R., station I;'' thence south 58° 57 1 east2,53o feet, to a post marked "U.S. I. R.,
station K;" thence south 59° 29 1 east 878 feet, to a post marked •' U. S. I. R., station A,"
the place of beginning, containing 521.61 acres, be, and the same hereby is, withdrawn
from sale or settlement and set apart as a reservation for the Northwestern Shoshone Indians.
R. B. HAYES.

42
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Duck Valley reserve.

EXECUTIVE MANSION, April16, 1877.
It is hereby ordered that the folJow:ing-described t1act of country, situated partly in the
Territory of Idaho and partly in the State of Nevada, be, ar:d the same hereby is, withdrawn
from the public domain, to wit: Commencing at the one hundredth mile-post of the survey
of the north boundary of Nevada; thence due north to the intersection of the north boundary of township 16 south of Boise base-line in Idaho; thence due west to a pomt due
north of the one hundred and twentieth mile-post of said survey of the north boundary of
Nevada; thence due south to the ninth standard parallel north of the Mount Diablo base-line
in Nevada; thence due east to a point due south of the place of beginning; thence north
to the place of beginning. And the above-named tract of land is hereby set apart as a reservation for the Western Shoshone Indians, subject to such modifications of boundary as a
location of limits may determine.
R. B. HAYES.

NEW MEXICO.

Fort Stanton lnd·i an reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION. October 20, 1A7ri.
In lieu of executive order, dated February 2, 1874, setting apart certain lands in New
Mexico as a reservation for the Mescalero ApachE's, which order is hereby cancel~d. it is
hereby ordered that there be withdrawn from sale or other disposition, and set apart for the
use of said Mescalero Apaches and such other Indians as the department may see fit to
locate thereon, the tract of country in New Mexico (except so much thereof as is embraced
in the Fort Stanton rednceq military reservation) bounded as follows:
Beginning at the most northerly point of the Fort Stanton reduced military reservation;
running thence due west to a point due north of the northeast corner of township 14 south,
range I 0 east; thence due south along the eastern boundary of said townsbip to the thirtythird degree north latitude ; thence due eas t on said parallel to a point due south of the most
easterly point of the said Fort Stanton rt'duced military reservation; thence due north to the
southern boundary of town~bip 11 ; thence due west to the southwe~t corner of township
1 ], in range 1:3; thence due north to the second correetion-line south; thence due east along
said line to a point opposite the line running north from the tbh"ty-tbird degree north latitu de; thence dne north to the most easterly point of said Fort Stanton reduced military
reservation; thence along the northeastern boundary of said military reservation to the
place of beginning.
U. 'S. GRANT.

Ilot Sprinl(s resen;e.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, August 25, 1877.
It is hereby ordered that the order of December 2l, 1!:375, setting apart the following land
in New Mexico as the Hot Springs Indian reservation, viz: Beginning at a point on the east
sid e of the Canada, about one thousand yards directly flast of the ruins of an ancient pueblo,
in the valley of Canada Alamosa River, about seven miles above the town of Canada Alamosa, and running thence due north twenty miles to a point; thence due west twenty miles
to a point; thence due sou;th thirty-five miles to a point; thence due east twenty miles to a
point due south of the place of beginning; thence due north to the place of beginning, be,
and the same is hereby, canceled, and said lands are restored to the public domain.
R. B. HAYES.

Jicarilla Apache resert•e.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, July 18, 1876.
It is hereby ord red that the order of March 2!1, ] 74 , setting apart the following-described
laud in tbe Territory of New Mexico as a reservation for the Jicarilla Apache Indians, viz:

Commencing at a foint where the headwaters of the San Juan River eros e the sootbdm
b undary f tbu Territory of Colorado; following the cour c of said river until it inter ect
th ea:;t rn boun.dary of the avajo re ervatioo; thence due north along aid ea tern boundary of the .. avaJo re ervalion to where it intersects the southern boufidary-line of the Terntf,ry of ulorudo; thence due east along the said southern boundary of the T erri tory of
'ol rado t tbe place of b ginning, be, and the same is hereby canceled and said lands
re restored to the pubHc domain.
'
'
U.S. GRANT.
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Zuni Pueblo reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, March 16, 1877.
It is hereby ordered that the following-described tract of country in the Territory of New
Mexico, viz: Beginning at the one hundred and thirty-sixth milestone on the western
boundary-line of the Territory of New Mexico, and running thence north 61° 45', east
thirty-one miles and eight-tenths of a mile to the crest of the mountain a 8hort distance above
Nutrias Spring; thence due south twelYe miles to a point in the hills a short distance southeast of the Ojo Pescado; thence south 61° 45' west, to the ont> hundred and forty-eighth
milestone on the western boundary-line of said Territory; thence north with said boundaryline to the place of beginning, be, and the same hereby is, withdrawn from sale and set
apart as a reservation for the use and occupancy of the Zuni Pueblo Indians.
R. B. HAYES."

MONTANA.

Blackfett reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, April 13, 1875.
It is hereby ordered that the tract of country in the Terri tory of Montana, lying within the
following-t1escribed bdundaries, viz: Commencing at a point on the Muscle-Shell River,
where the same is intersect~d by the 47th parallel of north latitude; thence east with said
parallel to the south bank of the Yellowstone River; thence down and with the south bank
of said river to the south boundary of the military reservation at Fort Buford ; thence west
along the south boundary of said military reservation to its western boundary; thence north
along said western boundary to the south bank of the Missouri River; thence up and with
the south bank of said river to the mouth of the Musclt>-Shell River; thence up the middle
of the main channel of said Muscle-Shell River to the plaee of beginning, be, and' the same
hereby is, withdrawn from sale and set apart as an addition to the present reservation for the
Gros Ventres, Piegan, Blood, Blackfeet, and Crow Indians.
U. S.GRANT.

Crow reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, October 20, 1875.
It is hereby ordered that tbe tract of country, twenty miles in width, in the Territory of
Montana, lying within the following-described boundaries, viz : Commencing at a point in
the mid-channel of the Yellowstone River, where the 107th degree of west longitude crosses
the said river; thence up said mid-channel of the Yellowstone to the mouth of Big-Timber
Creek; thence up said creek twenty miles, if the said creek can be followed that distance ;
if not, then in the same direction continued from the source thereof, to a point twenty miles
from the mouth of said creek; thence eastwardly along a line parallel to the Yellowstoneno point of w hicb shall be less than twenty miles from the river-to the I 07th degree of west
longitude; thence south to the place of beginning, be, and the same hereby is, withdrawn
from sale and set apart for the use of the Crow tribe of Indians, as an addition to their present reservation in said Territory set apart in the second article of treaty of May 7, ltlt:i/:3.
(Stats. at Large, vol. 15, p. 650.) Provided that ·the same shall not interfere with the rights
of any bona-fide settlers, who may have located on the tract of country herein described.
U.S. GRANT.

Crow reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION. March 8, 1876.
By an executive order dated October 20, 1675, the following-described tract of country
situated in Montana Territory was withdrawn from public sale and set apart for the use of
the Crow tribe of Indians in said Territory, to be added to their reservations, viz: Commencing at a point in the mid-channel of the Yellowstone River, where the 107th degree of
west longitude crosses the said river; thence up said mid-channel of the Yellowstone to the
mouth of Big-Timber Creek; thence up said creek twenty miles, if the said creek r.an be
followed that distance; if not, then in the same direction continued from the source thereof
to a point twenty miles from the mouth of said creek; thence eastwardly along a line parallel to the Yellowstone, no point of which shall be less than twenty miles from the river, to
the 107th degree of west longitude; thence south to the place of beg·inning.
The said executive order of October 20, 1875, above noted, · is hereby revoked, and the
tract of land therein described is again restored to the public domain.
U.S. GRANT.
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Judith Basin reserve.

EXECUTIVE MANSION, March 25, 1875.
By the first article of an agreement made by and between li'elix R. Brunot, E. Whittlesey•
and James Wright, commissioners in behalf of the United States, and the chiefs, headmen,
and men, representing the tribe of Crow Indians, under date of August 16,1873, the followjug-described tract of country was set apart, subject to ratification by Congress, as a reserva·
tion for the absolute and undisturbed use and occupation of the Indians herein named, viz :
Commencing at a point on the Missouri River opposite to the mouth of Shankin Creek ;
thence up the ssid creek to its head, and thence along the summit of the divide between the
waters of Arrow and Judith Rivers, and the waters entering the Missouri River, to a point
opposite to the divide between the headwaters of the Judith River and the waters of the
Musclesbell River: thence along said divide to the Snowy Mountains, and along the summit of said Snowy Mountains in a northeasterly direction to a point nearest to the divide between the waters which run easterly to the Muscleshell River and the waters running to the
Judith River; thence northwardly along sa,id divide to the divide between the headwaters
of Arnell's Creek and the headwaters of Dog River, and along said divide to the Missouri
River; thence up the middle of said river to the place of beginning, (the said boundaries
being intended to include all-the country drained by the Judith River, Arrow River, and Dog
River,) pending its ratification by Congress, an order was jssued January 3!, 1874, withdrawing said tract of country from sale or settlement.
.
Inasmuch as these Indians have not removed to this country, and it is not probable that
they will ever make it their home, and as Congress has not tttken any decisive action on said
agreement, it is ordered that the order of January 31, 1874, be, and hereby is, canceled, and
said tract of country restored to the public domain.
U.S. GRANT.

OREGON.

Mal!teur reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, Mat} 15, 1875.
It is hereby ordered that the tract of country in Oregon embraced within the following·

described boundaries, viz: Commencing at a point on the Malheur River where the range·
line between ranges 39 and 40, east of the Willamette meridian, inter ·ects the same;
thence north, on said range-line, to a point due east of Strawberry Butte; thence west to
Strawberry Butte; thence southeastwardly to Castle Rock; thence to the west hank
of the North Fork of the Malbeur River; thence down and with the said west bank to the
Malheur River; thence along and with the Malheur River to the place of beginning. be, and
the same hereby is, withdrawn from sale or settlement except such lands within said boundaries as have passed or may pass to the D alles Military Road Company, under act of Congress approved February 27 I 67, (vol. 14, p. 409), and to the Willamette Valley and Ca •
cade Mountain Military Road Company, unller act of Congress approved July 5, I 66, (vol.
14, p. 89,) and the same set apart as an addition to the Malheur Indian reservation, set apart
by executive order of September 12, l o72.
U. S.GRANT.

Malheur reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 28, 1876.
It is hereby ordered that the tract of country in Oregon lying within the following-described boundaries, viz: Beginning at a point on the right bank of the Malheur River where
the range-line between ranges 3 and 39 ea t of the Willamette meridian intersects the same;
thence north on said range-line to a point due ea t of the summit of Ca. tle Rock; thence due
west to the summit of Castle Rock: thence in a northwesterly direction to S tra.w berry Butte;
thence to oda Spring, on the Canyon City and Camp Harney road; thence down Silvies
Creek to Malheur Lake; thence due eal:!t to the right bank of the South Fork of Malbeur
Rive.r; thence down said right bank of the outh Fork to the Malheur River; thence down
the_nght bank of the Malheur River to the place of beginning, except such lands within t~e e
hmtt as have pa d or may pa. to the Daile Military Road on the north, and the WJilamette Valley and
cade Mountain Military Road on the ~outh, be, and the same i hereby,
w.ithdrawn from ale and s t apart ~ r the u e and occupancy of the Pi-Ute and nake Indum , to ~e known as the Malbeur Indian re erva.tion; and that portion of country et apart
by xecuhve ord r of May 1:-, 1 7-, not embraced in the limits of the above-described tract
of co~utry, is hereby re:Jtored to the public domain.
U.S. GRANT.

INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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Wallowa Valley reserve.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, June 10, lS75.
It is hereby ordered that the order dated June 16, 1873, withdrawing from sale and settlement and setting apart the Wallowa Valley, in Oregon, described as follows: Commencing
at the right bank of the mouth of Grand Ronde River; thence up Snake River to a point
due east of the southeast corner of township No. 1 south of the base-line of the surveys in
Oregon, in range No. 46 east of the Willamette meridian; thence from said point due west
to the West Fork of the Wallowa River; thence down said West Fork to its junction with the
Wallowa River; thence down said river to its confluence with the Grand Ronde River;
thence down the last-named river to the place of beginning, as an Indian reservation, is
hereby revoked and annulled, and the said described tract of country is hereby restored to
the public domain.
U.S. GRANT.

Sdw1ulc sllowiug fll c 11amcs of !11dinn ?'cscn•afions in the United States, agencies, denomination nominat-ing agents, tribes ooett.pying o1· belonging to the 1'et:e1't'tliiou , area of each 1'CStl'uation in square miles and am·es, and ?'efm·enoe to t1·eaty, law, Ol' othe1· at~thoTity by -which Tesm·vations wm·e establ·ishtd.

Agenoy.

Nnmo of rosorvntion.

AIIIZO'NA TlWHITO HY.

Denomination.

Name of tribe occupying reservation.

Date of treaty, law, or other authority establif;hing rese1·ve.

t..:>

~

tr:l
"t1
0

I

olorndo Ri,cr (t) • ••.•. Colorado River .... j Reformed ......... j Hwala.pai. la),Kemahwivi (Tantawait),
Koahualla, Kokopa (a), Mohavi, anll
Yuma.
OilnRiYor ............. l I'i.·mn.nndMal'ico- l.... do ............. 1 MarikopaandPima ................ ..
pn .
NnYa.io ............................. .
l'imn. nlHl Mn.rico- :Reformec:l ........ .

Wllito

Area in
acres.

I ~u!~~

~

J+:::o.

Aravapn.i, Chilion, Chirika.hwa. Koiot ero, Mienbre, Mogollon, Mohavi,
Pinal, Tonto, and Yuma-Apache.

200 I

ooo

101 I

t 64, 995

110 I

t?O, 400

3, 950

4, 361

Total.

tl28,

Act of Congress approved March 3, 1865, vol. 13,
p . 559; Executive orders, November 22, 1873,
November 16, 1874, and May 15, 1876.
Act of Congress approved February 28, 1859, vol.
11, p. 401; Executive order, August 31, 1876.
No r eserva,tion.
Executive order, .July l, 1874.
Executive orders, November 9, 1871, December
14, 1872, Au g ust 5, 1873, .Jnly 21, 1874, April 27,
1876, January 26, and March 31, 1877.

2, 528,000

1

~

t-3
0

~

t-3

IIl
tr:l

00

tr:l

0

2, 791, 395

PO
tr:l

t-3

~

CALIFOUNIA.

lloopn Valley ..........
Mission ............... .

Round Valley ..........

Tuleruver ............ .
Total. .......... ..

Hunsatun~.

Hupa , Klamath River,
Miskut, Redwood, Saiaz, Sermalton,
and Ti!!htanatan.
Klamath River (a), Mission, and Temekula.
Konknu, Little Lake, Pitt River, Potter Valley, Redwood, Wailakki, and
Yuki.
Kawia, Kings River, Monache, Tehon ,
Tule, and Wichumni.

140
93~

:J:89, 572

Act of Congress approved April 8, 1864, vol. 13,
p. 39; Executive order, .June 23, 1876.

PO

*60, 000

Executive orders, December 27, 1875, May 15,
18i6, May 3, August 25, and September 29, 1877.
Acts of Congress approved April 8, 1864, vol. 13,
p. 39, and March 3, 1873, vol. 17, p. 634; Executive orders, March 30, 1870, April 8, 1873, May
18, 1875, and .July 26, 1876.
Executive orders, '.January 9, 1873, and October 3,

0

324

ti207, 360

143t

t91, 837

701

448, 769

1873.

18, 320

11, 724, 800

~

t-3

-~

l:';l
1-4

zt-3

l:';l

Treaties of October 7, 1863, vol. 13, p. 673, and
March 2, 1868, vol. 15, p. 619; act of Congreos
approved April 29, 1874, vol. 18, p. 36; Execn- - - - - - { tive orders, November 22, 1875, and August 17,
18, 320 lt ll, 724,800

to<

I

1876.

PO
1-4
0

~

DAKOTA TEIUUTORY.

Crow Creek ••....•.•.•. I Crow Creek . ...... 1 Episcopa. ......... 1 Lower Yank tonal and Minnekonjo
Sioux.

321

*205, 415

Dcvil's Lake ........... ! Devil's Lake .•••.. ! Catholic ........... ! Cuthead,
Sioux.

360

t230, 400

Sissiton , and

Wahpeton

Order of department, July 1, 1863 (sec annual re·
port, 1863, p. 318); tt·eat.y of April 29, 1868, vel.
15, p. 635.
Treaty of February 19, 1867. vel. 15, p. 505; agreement, September 20, 1872, confirmed in Indian
appropriation act, approved June 22, 1874, vol.
18, p 167.
Land selected by eighty-five Indian families as
lwmesteads, underilth article of treaty of April
29, 1868, vol. 15, p. 637.
Unratified agreements of Septem bar 17, 1851, and
July 27, 1866; Executive order, A.pril12, 1870.
Treaty of February 19, 1t:!67, vol. 15, p. 505; agree·
ment, September 20, 1872, confirmed in Indian
appropriation act, approved June 22, 1874, vel.
18, p. 167.
Order of department, July 1, 1863 (see annual report, 1863, p. 318); treaty of April 29, 1868, vel.
15, p. 635.
Treaty of March 12, 1858, vol. 12, p. 997; and sup·
plemental treaty, ~arch 10,1865, vol.l4, p. 675.

Flandrtlan ............. I "Flandreau ..•.... . 1••••••••• • ••••••••.. I Santee Sioux .....••.••••.•••••••.•....•.••..••.
Fort Berthold (f) •••... 1 Fort Berthold ..•. - I Congregational .... 1 .Arikare, Gros Ventre, and Mandan .•. 1 13, 000
Lake Traverse .•...•. --1 Sissiton .••••••••.

1-- . ·.do ...•••.•••• -- 1Sissiton and Wahpeton Sioux ..••..••.

8, 320,000

1, 435

Old Winnebago ..•• ---- 1Crow Creek . .••.. . 1Episcopal •.•. . •••. 1Two Kettle and Yanktonai Sioux ..•..

651~

Ponca§§ ..•

150

*918, 780

*416, 905
f96, 000

Blackfeet, Minnekonjo, Sans .Arcs,)
and Two Kettle Sioux.
J,owe•· Brule Sioux ................ ..
Northern Arapaho, and Cheyenne and I
Oglalla s ~ oux.
(' 38, 000 lt24, 320, 000
Minnekonjo, Oglalla, and Upper Brule I
Sioux.
1
Catholic .• .•••• ••.. Blackfeet, Unkpapa, Lower and Upper Yanktonai Sioux.
)
672~
Episcopal .•••••••. Yankton Sioux.
*430, 405

I

Sioux

• - ' - •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• - I

54, 590

I 34, 937

I

~

ztj
~

p..

I

('I'reat.v of April 29,1868, vol. 15, p. 635; and Executive cnltr.:!, January 1 L. March 16, and May
20, 1875, and N ovem l.Je1· 28, 1876; agreement,
1 atified by act of Congress approved February
28, 1877, vel. 19, p. 254.

t

z

1>'"'=.l
'"'=.l

1>1-4
~

Treaties of .April 19, 1858, vel. 11, p. 744, and of
April 29, 1i:l68, vol. 15, p. 635 •

rn

905

= =I= =

Camr d'Alene, Kntenay, Pend d'Oreille,
and Spokane.
Boise and Bruneau Bannak (Panaiti),
and Shoshoni.
Nez Perce ....................•...•...
Bannak (Panaiti), Sheepeater, and
Shoshoni.
Total .••••. . .•.•..

1, 150

t736, 000

1, 878

tt1,202, 330

1, 167
100

fti46, 6!'\1
64,000

4, 295

1

Executive orders, June 14, 1867, and November 8,
1873.
Treaty of July 3, 1868, vol. 15, p. 673; Executive
orders, June 14, H?67, and July 30, 1tl69.
Treaty of June 9, 1863, vol. 14, p . 647.
Unratified treaty of September 24, 186il; and Ex·
ecutive order, February 12, 1i:l75.

2. 748, 981

(a) Not on reservation. (e) Partly in California. (/)Partly in Montana. §§ Indians removed to Indian Territory. *Surve yed. f Partly 1mrveyed.

+O utboundaries surveyed·

0')
~
~

Schedule sho1ring tho names of Inclian 1'CSBI'Vations in the United States, agencies, g·c.-Coutinued.

Agency.

Nruno of rosor"ntiou. ,

ll'llli .\N TRRtUTOltY.

acres.
ing resel've.
1Name of kibe oocnpylng 'eeenatinn.l ~~;!:~I------------------------.Area in

Dnnnminotinn.

p:j

I

6, 715

I *4, 297, 771

Union ••••••••••.. 1 Baptist •••••••••••• ! Cherokee ............................. 1 7,861

I !5, 031,351

hlckntmw ............. , .... do ... .......... , .... do ......... .... , Chikasaw .................. ........... , 7,267, .. 4,650, 935
;hootaw _. .................. do ................. do ............. Choctaw (Chahta) ..................... 1~,450 f6,68i:l,OOO
Crook ...................... do ....... ..... .. . .. do ............. Creek................................. ;>, O:H .3, ::ll5, 495
J(nnsas ......... ........ , Osage .• •••••.•••• , Friends (Orthodox) I Kansas or Kaw .
Kiowa and Comanobo.. Kiowa ............ .... do ........... ..
l!odoo

156§1
4, 639

Qnnpaw .. ......... l. ... do.

23~

Peoria

*100, 141
*2, 968, 893
*4, 040

2,291

Pawnee .••••• , •••.

~

t+.:o.

Date of treaty, law, or other authority establish-

I

.Arnpnboo aud Choyonne Choyonno and A ra-j Friends (Orthodox)! Apache, &uth ern Arapahoe, and
.
I pahoe.
Northern and Southern Cheyenne.

0'}

442
78§

Qnnp1w . ........ ..

*1, 466, 1jj7

t14, 860
*283, 026
*50,301

Pottawatomio ......... , Sao and Fox ------ 1----do.

900

Quapaw .............. .

.

SncnndFox: .......... 1 SacandFox ...... l. ... do . ............ 1 Mexican Klckapoo, Sac (Sauk), and
Fox of the Mississippi, including
Mokohoku's band.(a)
Smnlnolo .............. , Union ............ , Baptist ........... , Semiuol€1 ............................. .
St'11ooa ................. Quapaw .......... lfrieutls (Orthodox) Seneca .............................. .

750

*479,667

312!1

!200, 000
'"51, 958

BB~

Bl

*575,877
*56, 68!1

Execnt.ive order, Augnst 10, 1869; unratified
agreement with Wich,ta, Caddo, and others,
October 19, 1872. (See annual report, 1872,
p.lOL.)
.
Treaties of February 14, 1833, vol. 7, p. 414, of
December 29,1835, vol. 7, p. 478, and of July 19,
1866, vol. 14, p. 799.
Treaty of June 22, 1855, vol. 11, p. 611.
Do.
Treaties of February 14,1833, vol. 7, p. 417, and of
June 14,1866, vol.14, p. 785.
Act of Congress approved June 5, 1872, vol. 17,
p. 2"28.
Treaty of Oct.ober 21, 1867, vol. 15, pp. 581 and 589.
Agreement with Eastern Shawnees, made June
23, 1874, and confirmed in Indian appropriation
act, approved March 3, 1875 vol. 18, p. 447.
Article 16..'Cherokee treaty of Jnly 19,1866, vol.
14, p. 804; order of Secretary of the Interior,
March 27, 1871; Pet of Congress approved June
5, 1872, vol. 17, p. 228.
Treaty of February 23, 1867, vol. 15, p. 513.
Act of Congre!ls approved April 10,1876, vol. 19,
p. 29. (Of this 2:10,014 acres are Cherokee, and
53,012 acres are Creek lands.)
Treaty of February 23, 1867, vol. 111, p. 513.
Tr~aty of February 27, 1867, vol. 15, p. 531; act of
Congress approved May 23, 1872, vol. 17, p. 159.
Treaties of May 13, 1833, vol. 7, p. 424, and of J!'ebruary 23, 1867, vol. 15, p. 513.
Treaty of February 18, 1867, vol. 15, p. 495.

I Treaty of March 21, 1866, vol. 14, f.· 755.

Treaties of February 28, 1831, vo. 7, }J. 348, of December 29, 1832, vol. 7, p. 411, and uf l!'obruat•y
23, 1867, vol. 15, p. 513.

t".1
'"d
0
p;:j

1-3

0

~

1-3
~

t_%j

rn
t".1

Q
~

t".1
1-3

>
~
~

0

~

1-3

ei1

t".1

1-1

~

1-3

t".1
::d
1-1
0

~

Sha.wnoo .•••..••..•••.. t •••• do ..•••••.••••. ,..•. do .••• ~ •••••••. ! EasternShawnee(Shawano) .•.•......

Wichita .•••••.•••.••• . 1 Wichita ••••••.••. l ..•• do .•••••••••••. 1 Comanche (Komnntsn) , Delaware,
Ionie, Kaddo, Kicbai, and Tawaka·
nay, Wako, and Wichita.
Wyandott ..••...••.... 1 Quapaw .•....._••. j •••• do .•....•.•.... j Wyandotte ..... .

Total.. .......•.••.

. 21 I

*13, 048

1, 162 1

*743, 610

Treaties of .July 20,11331, •ol. 7, p. 351, of Decem·
ber 29, 1832, vol. 7, p. 411, of February 2:1, 1867,
vol. 15, p. 513; and- agreement with Modocs,
made .Tune 23, 1874, confirmed by Congress in
Indian appropriation act approved March 3,
1875, vo1. 18, p. 447.
Unratified agreem ent, October 19, 1872. (See an·
nual r eport, 1872, p. 101.)

3:J!l *2, 279,
*21, 406
618

Treaty of February 23, 1867, vol.15, p . 513.
Cherokee lands between Cimarron River and one
hundredth meridian.
165
*105, 456 Cherokee lands embraced within Arapahoe and
Cheyenne treaty reservation (treaty of October 28,1867, vol.15, p. 593), east of Pawnee reservation.
6, 184~1 *3, 958, 117 Cherokee lands embraced within Arapahoe and
Cheyenne treaty reservation (treaty of Octo·
ber 28, 1867, vol. 15, p. 593), wet~t of Pawnee I'eS·
ervation.
1, 067 1 *683, 139 Creek lands embraced within Arapahoe and
Cheyenne treaty reservation (treaty of October 28,1867, vol. 15, p. 593), north of Cimarron
River, exclusive of Pawnee reservation.
2, 571!1 *1, 645, 890 Unoccupied Creek aud Seminole ceded lands east
of ninety-eighth meridian.
2, 362 *1, 511, 576 Unoccupied Chickasaw and Choctaw leHsed lands
west of the North Fork of the Red River.
64, 214 1 .n, 097, 021
3, 562

1-1

z
'='

1-1

~

>
~
. >
1-1
pj

692

Pottawatomi Sa<l (Sank), and Fox of
the Mississippi, and Winnebago.

By purchase. (See act of CongreRs approved
March 2, 1867, vol. 14, p. 507.) Deeds, November, 1876.

~

692

==I==

Pottawatomie .••..•••.

Black Bob's Qand of Shawnee (Shawano), straggling Pottawatomi.
Chippewa and Munsi ................. .
Kickapoo ....................·..•......
Miami(a).

52

*33, 393

Treaty of May 10, 1854, vol. 10, p. 1053.

6!
32

*4, 395
*20, 273
*2, 328

Prairie band ofPattawatomi .•....•...

121

*77; 358

215 I

137, 747

T~eaty of .July 16, 1859, vol. 12, p. 1105.
Treaty of .Tune 28, 1862, "ol. 13, p. 623.
Treaty of .Tune 5, 1854, vol. 10, p. 1093; act of Con·
gress approved March 3, 1873, vol. 17, p. 631.
Treaties of .Tune 5, 1846, vol. 9, p. 853; of Novcn:;.
ber15, 1861, vol.12, p.ll91; treaty of relinquishment, February 27, 1867, vol. 15, p. 531.

Total ...•......••..

3~

==I==
*Surveyed.

t Outboundaries surveyed.

(a} Not on reservation.

C)

.,p..
\.Jl

Scl!edula allowing tlle names of indian 1·eservations in tl!e United States, agencies, 9·c.-Continued.

a:>
~

.Agency.

Nnu10 of roilt•rnllion. ,

a:>

.
.
..
Square I .Area in
Name o: tnbe oocnpymg reservatwn.Jwiltls.
acres.

Denomination .

Date of treaty, law, or other authority establish·
ing reserve.

~UC illU A N .

I>~t\bdl<\ .. ..... . ....... . 1 Mackinac ........ 1 Me lhoclist ....... . J Chippewas ofSaginaw, Swan Creek,
aud mack H.1ver.

L'Anse and Vieux Do Sert bands of
Uhippewas of Lako Superior.
Ontonagon banu of Uhipptlwas of
Lako Superior.

17!1

*11, 097

82! 1

*52, 684

I Executive

*2, 551
1041--66, 33:l

Total ..•..•....... .

1-d
0

Sixth clause, second article, treaty of i5eptember
ao, 1854, vol. 10, p. 1109; Executive order, September 25, 1855.

0

~

1-:3
~

1-:3

P=l
tl:j

II!INNESOTA.

Bois6 Forte band of Chippewa ....... .
l!'und du Lac band of Chippewas of
Lake Supel'ior.
(Pi goon
do ..• - ••••• - •.
do ............ Grand Portage band of Chippewas of
G ranu
Lake Supedor.
}{i\'lll').
Loooll Lnko........... . Leech Lake .. . • .. Free· Will Baptist. Pillager and Lake Winnebagoshish
bauds or Chippe wa.
Do is Fvrlo ..•••......• .
lfoml tlu Lno ...•....•• .

l~ot.-tago

~
tl:j

order, May 14, 1855; treaties of An·
gu,t 2, 1855, vol. 11, p. 633, and of October 18,
1tl64, vol. 14, p. (i57.
Treaty of September 30, 1854, vol.10, p.1109.

I·..

0

·I· ...

0

Millo I-no .............. 1 WhiteEarth .•••.. l Episcopal......•... Mille Lao and Snake River (a) bands of
Chippewa.
:Red Lake. • • .. .. . • • . • .. Red Lake .. • . • • • . . Congregatwnal .. . R ed Lake and P e t:!bina bands of Chippewa.
White Enrth ........... White Earth .•••••. Episcopal ...... .. Chippewas of the Mi.sissippi, Gnll
Lake, l'erubina. and Otttlr 'l'ail, Pilla-ger, Chippewas.
Winne ba.goshish I, LeochLnke ...••.. l Free-WillBaptist. Lake Wmnei.Jagoshish and Pillager
bands of Chippewas, and White Ua.k
(White Ouk l~ointJ.
Point band 01 Mississippi Chippewas.

168
156
81

*51, 840

148

'94, 440

Treaty of .April 7, 1866, vol. 14, p. 765.
Treaty ofSepteml>er30, 1854,vol.10, p. 1109; act of
Congress approved May 29, 1tl72, vol. 17, p. 190.
Treaty of StJpttlml>er 30, 1854, vol.10, p. 1109.

Treaties of F ebruary 22, 1855, vol. 10, p. 1165, of
May 7, 1804, vol. 13, p. 693, of March 19, 1&67, vol.
10, p. 719; Executivtl orders, .November 4, 1873,
and May 26, 1874.
•61, 0141 T'"'"" of Fobc=.v 22, 1855, vol. 10, p.1165, and
article 12, of May 7, 1864, vul. 13, pp. 693,695.
t3, 200, 000 Trt:aty of 00tol>er 2, 1863, vol. 13, p. 667.

"I

5, 000

1, 245

*796, 672

500 I

1, 393

Total. ............ .

t107, 509
•100, 121

I

t320, 000

4, 731, 596

Treaty of March 19, 1867, voL 16, p. 719.

I Treaty of February 22, 1E55, vol.10, p. 1165; ExecutlVtl orders, October 29, 1873, and May 26, 1874.

rn
tl:j

0

~
tl:j

1-:3
~

l;:d
~

0

~

1-:3

P=l
tl:j

~

z

1-:3

I

tl:j
~

~

(Treaty of October 17, 1855, vol.ll, p. 657; unrati1 fied trt'atiesof July 18,1866, and of July 13 and
1
1J
and September 1, 186tl; Executive orders,
41 • 330 26• 451 • 200 \ 15,
July 5, 1tl73, and A~ust 19, 1874; act of Con·
gress approved Apr· 15, 1874, vol. 18, p. 28; and
l :Execut1ve order, Aprill3, 1875.
9, 800 I 6, 272, 000 I Treaty of May 7, lijGd, vol. 15, p. 649.

I

Crow

Mountain and River C.row

0

!d

Jocko ......... ·--·-

····1 Flathead .......•.

Catholic .......... / Flathead, Kntenay, and Pend d 'Oreille

Total. .••.•...••.. _

2, 240 , 1, 433, 600

Treaty of July 16, 1855, vol.12, p. 975.

34, 156, eoo

...•...••...•. 1 53, 370

NEURASK.A.

Iowa1f ........•.•.•••.. l Great Nemaha .•.. ! Friends ........•.

==

251

Niobrara .... .... __ ._._ .I Santee •..•...••••. I.._ .do

180

Omaha ....••....•.•. __ .I Omaha ...•........ 1.... do

224 I

Otoo~. ---------- ••••.. 1 Otoe ••••••••••••.. !•••. do.

69 I

Sac and Fox~---· ..... . 1 Great Nemaha .... l •••. do

13 I

Winnobago .....••.•••. 1 Winnebago ....... !.••. do

171 I

TotaL .•..•••.••...

682 I

(b)t16, oo: Treaties of May 18, 1854, vol. 10, p. 1014, and of
March 6,1861, vol.12, p. 1171.
*115, 076 Act of Congress approved March 3, 1863, vol. 12,
p. 819; 4th paragraph, § 6, treaty of April 29,
1868, vol. 15, p. 637; Executive ordPrs, F ebruary
27, 1866, July 20, Ul66, ~ove mb er 16, 1867, August 31 , 1869, and December 31, 1873.
*143, 225 Treaty of March 16, 1854, vol. 10, p. 1043; selections by Indians with President's approval, May
11, 11:'55; treaty of March 6, 1865, vol. 14, p. 667;
acts of Congress approved June 10, 1872, vol. 17,
p. 391, and of Jnne 22, ~874, vol.18, p. 170; deed
to Winnebago Indians, dated July 31,1874.
(c)*44, 093 Treaty of December 9, 1854, vol. 11, p. 605 ; acts of
Congress approved June 10, 1872, vol.17, p. 391,
and of August 15, 1876, vol. 19, p. 208.
(d)*B, 014 Treaties of May 18, 1R54, vol. 10, p. 1074, and of
March 6, 1861, vol. 12, p. 1171; acts of Congress
approved June 10, 1872. vol.17, p. 391, and August 15, 1876, vol. 19, p. 208.
*109, 844 Treaty of March 8, 1~65, vol.14, p. 671; act of Congress approved Juue 22, 1874, vol. 18, p. 170;
deed from Omaha Iudians, elated July 31, 1874.
436, 252

NEVADA.

tJ

~

p..

z

p..
~
~
~

H

Carlin Farms ____ .. _.. . , Ne,ada ... -.•...• ·1 Baptist ....... ----~ Northwestern Shoshoni ...... _______ ..
Duck V~loy (g) ......•. W e,stern Shoshone __ .. -·.------ .. ---- .. W~stern ~hoshoni .. -.- -.- .. _....... ;· ..
Moapa RIVer .....••••. Ne,ada .••.••• . •. . Baptist.-- ...... -- Kat-bah-btt, Kemahw1v1 (Tantawatt),
Pawipit, Pai-Ute, and Shiwits.
Pyramid Lake .•. ······ j· --·do
Walker River .......•...••. do.

H

z

··--------·--1

.... do
Pah-Ute (Paviotso) --·------·-··-·····
. _.. do ..............•••.. do .......... __ .. _. .
. ........ .

TotaL ......•......

1

400
2

503
498
1, 404

I
I

~

*522
256,000
tl, 000

!322, ooo
:f318, !:H5

Executive order, May 10, 1877.
Executive order, April16, 1877.
Executive orders, March 12, 1873, and February
12, 1874; act of Congress approved March 3,
1875, vol. 18, p. 445; sel ection approved by Secretary of Interior, July 3, 1875.
Executive order, March 23, 1874.
Executive order, March 19, 1874.

rn

898,337

NEW MEXICO TERRITORY.

Presbyterian •....

No reservation.

Cimarron .••.••. --~-- .. -- .. -- -· -- .... --~ Jicarilla Apache and Muache Ute . _--~· ••.. -- -~---- -- .... - . , No reservation.
Mescalero .••.. --. Presbyterian . • • . . Mescalero and Mimbre Apache.......
891
57u, 240 Executive orden~, May 29, 1873, February 2, 1874,
and October 20, 1875.
..
Navajo (h) . -- ..
Navajo .•••••• ·- .•... . . do .....••.... -- Navajo ....•.•..•..•..•..... _______ .• _. 5, 200 t3, 328,000 Treaty of June 1, 1868, vol.15, p. 667.
(a) Not on reservation. §In Minnesota and Wisconsin. ~In Kansas and Nebraska. (b) Includes 5,120 acres in Kansas. (c) Inclndes-9,002.98 acres in Kansas
(g) Partly in Idaho. (h) Partly in .Arizona. (d) Includes 2,862.93 acre.s in Kansas. *Surveyed. t Part.ly surveyed. t Out!Joundaries surveyed.

-------- 1
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Schedule showing the names of Indian 1·ese-rvations in the United States, agencies,

~c.-Continued ..

0")
~

00
Agency.

Nnroo of roaon-ntion.

Denomination.

Name of tribe occupying reservation.

Area in
acres.

I ~ii!~.e

Date of treaty, law, or other authority establish- .
ing reserve.
p;j
t_:lj

:Mr. xtco TF.nruTOttr-<;ontiuuotl.

N ~~ w

(JOil ii'Z ..... ..
.A COl\11\ ••••• •

ll'i\•uri~
ICochiti .... . .
ISa~~-o Doruin-

'"d

11

f

Snn .Tuan . .• .
. . .. ..
San F olipo .. .

I

P ecol\ .. .... .

Taoa . ........
l'uoblos J Sa.nt.'l Clara . .
T osuquo . .. ..
San Ildefonso
Pojoaque .. .
Zia .........
Sandia ...... .
Isleta. ....... .
Na.mbe ..... .
Laguna. ..... .
Snnt.'l.A.na .. .

I
I

l

rPu eblo ..••...••..

Presby terian . .... ! Pueblo .......... ..

I
I

I
I

TIOI1

I

J

Zuni ........ .

Tota.l. ............ 1.................. --1--------:--·-- ...... J ........................................ J 7,135

1

!17, 510
!95, 792
+17 ·545
461
!34, 7(i7
!18, 76:J
!24, 256
!74, 743

tt7:

!17, 361
!17, '369
!17, 471
!17, 29J
!13, 520
!17, 515
+24 1!:!7

tiiO; oeo

!13, 586
!101, 511
!17, 361

0

I
I

Confimod by United sta... p•tont• io 1804, nnder old Spanish grants -; acts of Congress approved December 22, 1858, vol. 11, p. 374, aml
Juno 21, 1860, vol. 12, p. 7l; and Executive order March 16, 1877. (See Geneml Laud Oilice
Report for 1876, p. 242.)

I>
I
I

0

~

~

~

t_:lj

00.

~
Q

p;j
t_:lj

1-3

~
~
~

I

0

J

~

4, 566,331

1-3
~

NEW. YORK.

Ononda$(a ............. . , .•. . <lo ............ .
Saint R egis ................ do
Tonawanda ................ do .

p;j

1-3

t_:lj

Onondaga nncl Sen eca ................ .
Cayuga, Onondaga, and Seneca ...••..

47t
34

Senecg, ............. : ................. .
Oneida ...•..

l

Oneida and Onondaga ................ .
Saint R egis ......................... ..
Cayuga aud Tonawanda band of Senecas.

!30, 4ti9
t~l, 680
640

!
9~

23
11!

288

6, 100
14,640
*7, 549

Treaty of May 20, 1842. vol. 7, p. 587.
Treaties of June ~1). 1802, vol. 7, p. 70, and of May
20, 1842, vol. 7, p. 587.
By arrangement with tl1e State of New York.
Treaty of Noveml>er 11, 1794, vol. 7, p. 44, and
arrangement with the State of New York.
Do.
Treaty of May 31, 1796, vol. 7, p. 55.
Treaty of November 5, 1857, vol. 12, p. 991; purchased by Indians, and held in trust by the
comptroller of New York; deed dated February
14, 1862.

~

z1-3
tr-'
~

1-4

0

td

Tuscarora

Onondaga and Tuscarora .•••••.....••.

5, 000

7i

I Treaty

of January 15, 1838, vol. 7, p. 551, and
arrangement betwoen the Indians and the State
of New York.

Total.
NORTH CAROLINA.

(Held by deed. to Indians pnder United States
circuit court for western district of North
Carolina, entered at November term, 1874, confirming the award of Rufus Barringer and
others, dated October 23, 1874, anll act of Congress approved August 14, 1876, vol. 19, p. 139
and deed to Indians from Johnston and others,
dated October 9, 1876.

1

Cheoah Boundary .•••..

24

15,211

Qual Ia Boundary ...... .

78

50,000

Tot.'\1. •••.. - • · . - - ·

102

65,211

1
I
l

OREGON.

Grand Ronde .•••• :

····1Grande Ronde .. · 1 Catholio .••••••.••. l Kalapuya,
Klakama, Molele, Rogue
River, Tumwater, and Umqua.

Klamath.............. . Klamath.........

Methodist......... Klamat.b, Modok, Pai-Ute-Walpape,
and Yahuskin band of Snake (Sbo
sboni).
Malbeur .•.•..•..•••••. 1 Malheur ......... . 1 Christian Union ... 1 Pai-Ute and Snake (Shoshoni) ....•...

Siletz ......•......•.••.

Methodist ..••.••.. ! Alsiya, Kusa, Rogue Ri\'er, SkotonShasta, Saiustkla, Umqua, and
thirteen others.

Umatilla ............. .
'Varru Springs ...• .... .

Catbolic .... ..•... . J Cayose, Umatilla, and Walla Walla .. .
U uited Presbyto- Tuuiuo, Warm Spring, and Wasko ... .
rian.

Tota.l ............ .

96 I

*61, 440

1, 650 1 tt, 056, ooo
2, 779

1

Treaties of January 22, 1855, vol. 10, p. 1143, and
of December 21, 1855, vol. 12, p. 982; Exocuti ve
order, Jun e 30, 1857.
Treaty of October 14, 1864, vol.16, p. 707.

ttt , 778, s6o Executive orders, March 14, 1871, September 12,

352 -1

t22 ' 000

420

1

t26S, goo
464, 000

6, 022

1

3, 853, 8oo.

-7~5

1872, May 15, 1tl75, and January 2d, 1876.
Unrati.fiecl treaty, August 11, 1!355; Executive
orders, November 9, 1855, and Docoml>er :H,
1865; ancl act of Congress approved March 3,
1875, vol. 18, p. 446.
.
Treaty of Juno 9, 1855, vol. 12, p. 945.
Treaty of June 25, 1855, vol.12, p. 963.

1-1

~

1-1

tl>-

z
>
~
~

>
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UTAH TERRITORY.

Uinta. Valley ......... .

3, 186 1 tt2, 039, o4o

Total. ........... -• ······

•• • • • • • • • • • ••••••• · · · · • · · · · · · • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Executive order, October 3, 1861 ; act of Congress
approved May 5, 1864, voll3, p. 63.

3, 186 1 2, 039, o4o

. WASHJNGTONTERRITORY

l

:···········!

Cbe~alis .............. Puv~llup ......... , .......
Klatsop., Tsibalis, an~ Tsinuk ... ~ ..... .
Colville ................ ColVIlle ........... Catholic........... Crenr d Alene, Colv1lle, Kahspelm,
Kinikane,Lake, Methau,Nepeelium,
Pend d'Orielle, San Poel, and Spokane.
*Surveyed.
t Partly surveyed.

6~~

4, 375

*4,2251 Orderoft.heSocretaryoftheinterior,.Tuly8,1864.
2, 800,000 Executive orders, April9, 1872, ancl July 2,1872.

0":1
tOutboundaries surveyed.

~

~

Schedule sl!owing the 11ames of Indian 1·eserrations in the UnittJd States, agencies, g-c.-Continued.

~

c....-.
0

.Agonoy.

Nruuc of resorvntion.l

Denomination .

.Area in
acres.

Square
mi.les.

Name of tribe occupying reservation.

Date of treaty,

l a~,

or other authority establishmg reserve.
pj

TmtRI· i
'l'Oin: -Cou tin uou.

tlj

W A'UU<nTON

M.nkoh . ................ Noah Bay ........ Methodist .... ..••

Nlsqually. ············ ·! Pnyallup . . ...... ·!············· ......
Pnrnllup ······--····· ·1 ·--·clo

Makah ............................... .

I Mnokl"boot,
N;akw,UH, Puyallup,
Skwawksnamish, Stailakoom, and

23,040

36

~I

I

······--·····1···· ............... 1.. -~-~~~~t~~-r_s: ......... ~ ................

1

2

20
JUnoldeshoot ........... l.... do ............. !.... do ............ I Muckleshoot ............. , ........... .
Dwa.mish, Etakmur, Lummi, Snohomish, Sukwamish, and Swiwami;;h.

-

5
11

SnohomiiliorTulalip.l •. do ..•......... . .... do .. .......... . .... do ... ..............................

35

SwinomiRh (P o rry 'a .... do ............ .... do ... ........ . ... do ................... . ...........
I slanc1).
Quinalult .............. Quinaielt ......... Methodist ......... Hoh, Kwcet,Kwillchiut,ant1Kwinaiutl

12
350

Skokomish .. ..... ·1CongrogationaL .. ·1 Klallam, Skokomish, and Twana. ..... ·1
Yakama ............. .. ! Yakama .......... Methodist ......... Yakama ..............................

1, 25:

...... ............ -- ... --. . ................................. . ......... ........... .............................. ... .................

6,146

Total. ....... . .. ~.

~

WISCONSJN.

Lao Court Oreillos . .•• . La Pointe§ . ...... Congregational .... Lac Court d 'Oreille band of Chippewas
of Lali:e Superior.
Lao do Flamborm .......... do ................. do ....... ..... . Lac do Flambeau band of Chippewas
of Lake Supe rior.
r~a. Po into (l3ad Riv or} ..... do . ...•....... ..... do . . . . . . . . . . . . . La Poi u te band ot' Chippewas of Lake
Supetior.

t-0
0

I

Treaty of Neah Bay, .January 31, 1855, vol. 12,
p,939; Executive orders, October 26, 1872, January 2, and October 21, 1873.
•<,
Tcoatr of Modwiun Ccnnk, Doonmb" 26, 1854,
vol. 10, p. 1132; Executive order, January 20,
.
1857.
*113, 062 Treaty of Medicine Creek, December 26, 1854,
vol. 10, p. 1132; Executive orders, January 20,
1857, and September 6,.1873.
*335 Executive order, September 22, 1866.
*1, 494 Treaty of Me.d icineC1·eek, December 26,1854, vol.
10, p.1132.
*12, 312 Treaty of Point Elliott, January 22, 1855, vol.12,
p. 927; Executive order, November 22, 1873.
*3, 367 Executive orders, January 20, 1857, and .April 9,
1874.
*7, 284 Treaty of Point Elliott, January 22, 1855, vol. 12,
p. 927; order of the Secretary of the Interior,
October 21, 1864.
*22, 490 Treaty of Point Elliott, January 22, 1855, vol. 12,
p. 927; Executive order, D ecember 23, 1873.
"7, 195 Treaty of Point Elliott, Januar.v ~2, 1855, vol. 12,
p. 9~7; Executive order, September 9, 1873.
224,000 Treaties of Olympia, July 1, 1855, and January
25, 1856, vol.12, p. 971; Executive order, Noveruber 4, 1873.
*4, 9871 Treaty of Point-no-Point, January ~6 . 1855, vol.
12, p. 9:l3; Executive orJer, February 25, 1874.
tl300, 000 Treaty of Walia Walia., J nne 9, 1855, vol. 12, p.
!:151.

7171

*69, 136
*69, 824

194~

*124, 333

"lj

t-3

P:l
t.r.!

00
t?:j

0

pj
t?:j

t-3

>

pj

;<

0

"':l

1-:l

P:l

1:;1

H

zt--3
M

.......

0

- - ====
109

0

pj

3, 933,508

108

pj

1-:3

~
Treaty of September 30, 1854, vol.10, p.l109; act
of Congress approved May 29, 1872, vol. 17, p. 190.
Do.
T1·eaty of September 30, 1854, vol. 10, p. 1109.

..•• do .•••••••••••. 1 La Pointe band (Buffa:lo ChiElf) of
Chippewas of Lake Superior.

Total. .........•....

22

*13, 993

362

t231, 680

10i!~

ld

*65, MO
*11, 520

916

586,026

Treaty of September 30, 1854, vol. 10, p. 1109; executive order, February 21, 1856 (lands withdrawn by General Land Office, May 8, 1S63).
Treattes of October 18, 1848, vol. 9, p. 952, of May
12, 1854. vol. 10, p. 1064, and of February 11, 1856,
vol. 11, p. 679.
'l'reat.y of February 3, 1838, vol. 7, p. 566.
Treaties of November 24, 1848, vol. 9, p. 955, of
February 5, 1856, vol. 11, p. 663, and of ]'ebruary
ll, 1~56, vol. 11, p. G79; act of Congress approved
February 6, 1871, vol. 16, p. 404.

WYOMING TERHlTORY.

Wind River .•••.....••.

Treaty of .July 3, 1868, vol. 15, p. 673; acts of Congress approved June 22, 1874, vol.l8, p.166, and
December 15, 1874, vol.l8, p. 291.
·
2, 375 1 1, 520, 000
235,667 . 150, 826, 915

Grand total ...

1-4

NO'IE.-The spelling of the tribal names in the column "Name of tribe occup,ying reservation," has been submitted to Maj . .r. W. Powell, and revised by him where the
correct name of such tribes is known. In many cases corrupted names have come into such general use as to make it impolitic to change them.
* Surveyed.

t Partly surveyed.

§In Miimesota and Wisconsin.

ztj
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Statement shou'ing the present liabilities of the United States to Indian. t1'ibe.s under treaty stipulations.
0<1>~

...-...-::::~

'""..0.

Nnrocs of treaties.

Description of annuities, &o.

Nom ber of instnllments yet unap·l Reference to laws,
propriated, explanations, &c.
StatutesatLarge.

g..~~§!
'"'~..:<1>.

.....~ ~-~

Ba ~='d ~

~ ~~ 8
g~ ~-~
~-~9~

~~0_...

::::1<1)-"..0

~8~~

-<11

I Thirty
installments, provided to be expended
under the tenth article treaty of October

·i:'g'O·E; to

~~.g~
i] ~-~

~~4)

.Apnobes, Kiowas,
anu Comanches.

0':)

g:~g-g~~
~ ~ ~~ ~
~-o.o'd

s

Sb;;..

~!:§
~§~
oca_...

roe~

.s~ as s·g~
~"'~.., ..... ~

~l~ ~-~ ~

bll<l!'d ............
~

....0
-~"' ~

Ol
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Q.)U)_;-~~

'S.d·~ ~ ~

:s~

~:E ~-~'B

<I!"'
";Q
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~
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"0
0
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~0
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t:Il

ti:J

'.rwenty installments, unappropriated, at $:30,000 each.

00

21, 1867.
Do .•..•.•.••••. Purchase of clothing

Tenth article treaty of October 21,
ltl67.
Do .•••......•. Pay of carpenter, farmer, blacksmith, miller, Fourteenth article treaty of Octoand enaineer.
ber 21, 1867.
•
Do ..•.•••.•.... Pay of pJiysician and teacher ....................... do .......................... .
Do ....••....... Three inst.'l.llments, for seed and agricultural Two installments of $2,500 each,
implements.
due.
Do ..•••.••..••. Pay of a second blacksmith, iron and steel... Ei)!hth article treaty of October
21, 1867.

Arickarecs, Gros l Amount to be expended in such goods, &c., as Seventh article treaty of .July 27,
Von tros, and
the President may from time to time de1866.
Mandans.
termine.
Assina.boines .......•.••. do ...•..•.•..
. ..... do ......................... .
BIB.(' kfeet, llloods, . • • • • do.
Eig:bth article treaty of Septem·
and Piogans.
bor 1,1868.
Cheyennes and Thirt.y installments, provideu to be expended Twenty installments, unappropriArapahoes.
under tenth article treaty of October 28,
ated, at $20,000 each.
1867.
Do .. •••••.••••• Purchase of clothing, same article .•.•••.•....
. ... do ......•....
Do ..•.•••.•••.. Pay of physician, carpenter, farmer, black·
Vol. 15, p. 597, § 13
smith, miller, engineer, and teacher.
Do ..••••••..•.. Three installment.. , for the purchase of seeds
Vol. 15, p. 595, § 8
and of agricnltural implements.
Do ....•••.•.•.. Pay of second blacksmith, iron and steel. •....
Vol. 15, p. 597, § 8
Chickasaws ....... .
Vol. 1, p. 619 ...•.
Chippewas, Boise ~~;:~~er;s~~~~i:K~~ fo~~fa~k·;~iih: -~~~i;t·-- ~-Eight i~~~ii~8~i~;~i $-,·.soo·~~~b-, Vol. 14, p. 766, § 3.
Forte band.
ants, iron, tools, &c.
unappropriated.
Do.
Twenty installments, for schools, instructing Eight instalh'nents, at $1,600 each,
Indiana in farming, and for the purchase oi
unappropriated.
seeds, tools, &c.

·

ti:J

Q

~

ti:J

~

>
~
~

0

~
~

t:Il

t_%j
~

z~

tr_j
~
H

0

~

Do .•......... _ Twenty installments of annuity, in money, Annuity,$3,500; goods, &c. ,$6,500; I. ... do _..• _. •.... . _.. _____ .. __

I

Chippewas of Lake
Superior.
~Chippewas of tiH'
Missi>:Rippi.
H

Do . ...........

goods, or other nTticll's, proYisious, ammuprovisions, &c., $1,000 ; eight innition, and tobacco.
stallments unappropriated.
Support of smith and Rl10p, and par of two Estimated at .... _....... _.. __ .... . I Vol. 10, p. 1112. _- I ·1, 1100 00
1
f:wmcrs,tluriugthcpleaRureofthePresident
Ten installments iu money, at $20,0· 0 each, I Seven installments, of$20,000 each, Vol. 13, ll- 694, §3. , ____ __ ___ .. _
third at ticlfl treaty of .l<'ebrnar_v ~2. 1855, and
due.
third article treaty of May 7, 1864.
Forty-six installments, to be paid to tlle chiefs Fifteen installments, of $1,000 Vol. 9, p. 904, § 3 _,. __ . __ ..... _
of the Mississippi Indians.
each, due.
Forty installments: iu money, $10,666.66; Seventeen installments,of$22,666.66 Vol. 10. p. 1168, ~
goods, $8,000, aml for purposes of utility,
each, due.
3; vol.l3, p.694,
$4,000.
§ 3.

Cl1ippewas, Pilla~ers, a.ml L~k e
\Vinnebagoslnsh
baud.
Do ._ ..... _... - ~ Ten installments, for purposes of education, Seven installments or $3,000.eacb, Vol. 13, p. 694, § 3
pt:-r third article treaty of May 7, 186~.
clue.
Chippewas of Red $10,000 as annuity, to be paid per capita to the _. __ . _...... __ . .. _... __ ........... _ VoL 13, p. 668, §3
15,000 00
Lake and PeruRed Lake banc1, and $5,000 to the Pembina
l1iua tribes of \ lmr11l, during; the pleasure of the President.
Chippewas.
Do . ...... -.... - 1 Fifteen iustallme11ts. of $12,000 ellch, for the Estimated , RP.d Lakfl band, $8,000, I VoL 13, P- u89, § 3.
pm-pose of supplying them wirh gillingand Pembina uancl , $4,000; one ·
twine, cotton-maitre, linsey, blankets, &c.
installment, each, clue.
Do ...... ·· ·--- 1 Fifteen installments, to pay one blacksmith , Que installment du e _..... _. __ .... I Vol. 13, p. 690, § 4
physician, miller, farmer, $.1,900; iron and
steel and other articles, $1,500; carpenteriug,
&c., $1,000.
Choctaws .......•. -I Permanent annuities _........... .
Secon rl article treatv of N ovem her VoL 7. p. 99, § 2;
Hi, 1805,$3,000; thirteenth aTticle
vol. 11, p. 614, §
treaty of October 18 . 1820,$600;
13; vol. 7, p. 213,
second article treaty of January
~ 13 ; vol. 7, p.
20. 1825, $6,000.
235, § 2.
Do . .......... -- 1 Provisions for sm_it1rs, &c .. ...... .
Sixth article treaty of October 18, VoL 7, p.212, § 6 ;
1820; ninth article treaty of Jan- ·voL 7, p.236, §9;
uary 20, 1825.
vol.7, p.614, § 13.
Do .....•..... -1 Interest on $390,257.92, articles ten and thirVol. 11, p. 614 , §
teen, treaty of January 22, 1855.
13.

I

Confederated tribes Five installments, for beneficial purposes, unand bands in Midrler direction of Lhe President, treaty of
dle Oregon.
J nne 25, 1855.
po ..... ....... . Twflnty installments, for pay anrl subsistence
of one physician, sawyer, miller, superintendent of farming, and school-teach er.
Twenty installments, for salary of bead cbieL
Permanent annuities-.-- ..... -............. - .
...... do . ....•..•. ...... ...•......•.. ... ....•..

~~:: :::::::::::I-~;~i~Ls~~~~: :~r~-~~~~~::::: ::::::::::::::: ~

Two installments, of $2,000 each, \ Vol. 12, p. 964, §2
due.
Two insta11ments, of $5,600 each,
due.

Vol.12, p. 964, § 4. , ___________ .

Two installments, of $500 each, clue _.. _do _..-. ___ ... _ . ______ -__ -Treaty of August 7, 1790 ..... _.... Vol. 7, p. 36, § 4 - . __ - - - - - - - - - Treaty of June .16, 1802 . _.. _..... _ Vol. 7, p. 69, § 2 - _ .•. __ . - - _• • .
Treaty of January 24, 18~6 ...•.•.. Vol. 7, p. 287, § 4 .............
Tr·eat.y of January 24, I 826 ________ Vol. 7, p . 287, § 8 -... --- .. •. ,
Treaty of January 24,1826, and Vol.7,p.287,§8; -- ·--··---·August 7, 1856.
"oL 11, p. 700, § 5.

811, 000 00 ' .......... - -

140, 000 00
15, 000 00
385,333 22

21,000 00 1······-····-

'z"'"

12, 000 00

t:l

~

>

6, 400 00

z

p;..

9, 600 00

1 ••••••••• -

-

-

•

•

""1
"':l

I>

'~"'"

00.

920 00
19, 512 89

390,257 92

4, 000 00

11, 200 00

1, 000 00 .... -. -.... -... -- - - - - - - . 1, 500 00
-•••.. - - - - - - - 3, 000 00
-----.----- ... 20,000 00
--.- --.- -.....
1, 110 00
-----· ·--··-600 00

1 _ __ ______ • • • _.

490,000 00
22,200 00
12, 000 00

~

~
~

Statement showing the p1·esent liabilities of the United States to Indian t1'ibes

~mde1·

t1·eaty stipulations-Continued.
O<D+>
....
~~=~

t'~..o-~

a

~~-g
~.~ ~:;3

g

~g~

Names of tr~·nties .

Description of annuities, &c.

Number of installments yet unap-,Referencetolaws,
propriated, explanations, &c.
Statutes at Large.

.......

§s:~

~

Treat-y of August 7, 18.J6 ........ . , Vol. 11, p. 700, § 6
Expl'nded under the direction of
Secretary of the Interior.

Vol.14, p i86, §3

Treaty of May 7, 1868; twentyone installments, of $2'2,72J each,
due, estimated.

I Vol.l5, p. 651, §9

~.8!-~

~.;J :.s·g~

::s<D .... ,.o

IVol.
7, p. 419, § 5.
vol. 11, p. 700, §5.

:.s

~ ... ::s'1:l <D ~

~£.§.g

Cl3~o

Treaty of February 14, 1833, and
treats of August"7, 11'56.

A~~~~

~=~~ ~.<D

~:3~~

Op<D..O

Allowance during the ple11snre of the l'rosicleut for blacksmiths, assistants, shops and
tools, iron and steel, wagon-maker, education and assistance in agricultnral operalions, &c.
Do ............ . Iuterost on $200,000bold in trust. sixth article
treaty Al•gust 7, 1856'.
Do
lutorest on $675,168held in trust, third article
treaty Jnue 14, 1866, to be expended under
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior.
' rows ........... . l!'ur snppl_\ iug male persons over fourteen
year:; of age with a suit of good, substantial,
woolen clothing; females uvertwelveyears
uf ago a Hunuel skirt 01· goods to make the
snmo, a pair of woolen hose, calico and domestic; and boys and girls under the ages
named such flannel and cotton goods as their
necessities may require.
Do.
For the purchase of such articles from time
to time as the necessities of the Indians
may indicate to be proper.
For pay of pbysioian, carpenter, miller, engineer, farmer, and blacksmith.
Twenty installments, for pay of teacher and
for books and stationer.v.
Do .
Blacksmith, iron and steel, and for seeds and
agricultural implements.
Do ............ . For the purchase of such beneficial objects as
the condition and necessities of tllo Indians
may rcq uire.

e-·s ~ §;

E:::l3.§;::::'~
e·~·s;.~ ~

-CI)~<D

'reeks Uonlinued

-~rg~ -a ~ .

$840
270
600
1, 000
2, 000

~....,:t·~ o3 <D.O
~
A-c...-

o

.....

:§.~ ~-:~
tv:a = Q).~
0
.....
bt~'1:l

~~

~

~

.....0
C1J

.~ ~

~s
-~ Q

<:..11
~

~~jig
~]~~8

,.o«S

~ ~:::::··.-4~~~

;:~

+>

., ...

.,o
P+"
~~

E § ::l..O
~~..I:E
p ::s

.s~~!~§

::leD
o;!P

~ 5-~:J ~:

;;~

..0
~.-.:;j

.._.«S
P<D

pP,

s~
~

<Drn.::sAP
~0
<D

1ilsll':>

p

>:~2;;o~~s
g·Q ~'g.-.:;j a;

SPP.o:!<t>A

<11

t::d

t?j
~

0
t::d
~

0

""'.j
,_;;j

:i
t?j

00
00
00

00
t?j

ou

0

t::d

00
$10, 000 00

$200,000 00

33, 758 40

675, 168 00

t?j

~

>
~
~

$4 77, 18~ 00 ' ...... -- -- -- •-- .. - - - -- -- - --

0

~

t--3
::r:l
t;rj

I
One iustalhueut due ............ . . l . ... do .......... . --··-··-··
·

Trcat.y of May 7, 1868 .......... ... ... do ......... _

5, 900 00

Tweh-cin stallmcnts, of$3,000each, Vol. 15, p. 651, § 7
dne.
Eatimated at ...................... Vol.15, p. G51, § 8

3, 250 00

Estimatetl at two installments, of Vol. 15, p. 652, §9
$20,000 each, due.

10, 000 00

~

zt--3

t;rj

36,000 00

40, 000 00

t::d
~
0
~

Dwa.mish and oth-~ Twenty installments;of $150,000, to be expend-~ Two installments, of $4,250 each, 1 Vol.l2, p. 928, ~6., ........... .
er allied tribes in
eel under the direction of the President.
due.
Washington Territory.
Do .......... . .. Twenty installments, for agricultural schools Two installments, of $3,000 each, Vol.12, p. 929, § 14. ........... .
and teachers.
due.
Do . .......... .. Twenty installments, for a smith and carpen- Two installments, of $500 each, .... do ...................... ..
ter shop and tools.
due.
Do . ........... . Twenty installments, for blacksmith, carpen- Two installments, of $4,200 each, .•.. do ........... ............ .
ter, farmer, and physician.
due.
Flatheads aud oth- Twenty installments, for agricultural and in- Two installments, of $2,100 each, Vol.12, p. 977, §5., ........... .
er confederated
dustrial school, providing necessary furnidue.
tribes.
ture, books, stationery, &c , and for the
employment of suitable instructors.
Do ........... .. Five installments, fourth series, for beneficial One installment, of $3,000, due ... -I Vol. 12, p. 976, § 4 , ........... .
objects, under the direction of the President.
Do ........... .. Twenty installments, for two farmers, two Two installments, of $7,900 each, 1 Vol.12, p. 977, §5.
millers, blacksmith, gunsmith, tinsmith,
due.
carpenter and joiner, and wagon and plow
-I
maker, $7,400, and keeping in repair blacksmith's, carpenter's, wagon and plow maker's shops, $500.
Do ....... .... .. Twenty installments, for keeping in. repair Two installments, of $500 each, 1.... do .......... .
due.
:flouring and saw mill, and supplymg the
necessary fixtures.
Do ........... .. Twenty installments, for pay of physician Two installments, of $1,700 each, !.... do .. ..... .... , ...... , ... ..
$1,400, keeping in repair hospital and for
due.
medicine. $300.
Do ........... .. Twenty installments, for repairing buildings Two installments, of $300 each, , .... do ........... , . .......... .
for various employeg, &c.
due.
Do . . ......... .. Twenty installments, for each of tho- head Two installments, of $1,500 each, .... do ........... , .......... ..
chiefs of the Flathead, Kootenay, and Updue.
per Pend d'Oreille tribes, at $500 each.
_
Gros Ventres ...... Amount to be expendad in snch goods, provis- Treaty not published (eighth article, July 13, 1868).
ions, &c., as the President may from time
to time determine as necessary.
Iowas .... ... ...... . Intere11t on $57,500, being the balance on .....•......
Vol.10, p. 1071, § r
$157,500.
Kansas ........... . Interest on $200,()__00, at 5 per cent ............. .......... ..
Vol.
9, p. 842, §2 ..
:Kickapoos ....... .. Interest on $93,581.09, at 5 per cent . . ........................... .. ............... . Vol.10,
p.l079. §2
Klama.ths and Mo- Five inRtallments of $3,000, third series, to be 1 Three installments due .......... . Vol.16, p.
708, §:.! .
docs.
expended under the diJ·ection of the Presidellt.
Do . ......... .. Twenty installments, for repairing saw-mill, Nine installments, of $1,000 each, I ..• .do .......... .
and buildings for blacksmith, carpenter,
due.
wagon and plow maker, manual-labor
school, and hospital.
Do . .......... .. For tools and materials for saw and :flour J Eight installments, of $1,500 each, 1. . . . do ........... , ........ - .. mills, carpenter's, blacksmith 's, wa.gon and
due.
plow maker's shops, books and stationery
for manual-labor school.

I

J

8, 500

oo ' ...•.•.••••. ' . ---.. -....•..

6, 000 00

1, 000 00

8, 400 00
4, 200 00

a, ooo oo
15,800 00
.......

ztj

.......

>

1, 000 00

z

3, 400 00

>

"'j
~

600 00

>
.......

3, 000 00

t;rj

~

2, 875 00
9, 000 00

10, 000 00
4, 679 05

i
>

57, 500 00
200, 000 00
93, 581 09

9, 000 00

12,000 00
~

(.Jc

~

Statement sl!owiug the p>·esent liabilities of the United States to Ind,ian t1·ibes

~mde1·

t1·eaty

stipnlations-Conti~ued.
O<D~

........ l'l

t-;§ ":.o
alCI)"'CI)

~'g;
§
\,)·~ o·r-~

~ ~:;§

'1"atul'~

of treaties.

Description of annuities, &o.

I

Number of installments yet nnap· Reference to laws,
Statutes at Large.
propriated, explanations, &c.

~]!l:.~
g~ :5"='
s ~<D$

::·~~~

~~o..<£

I'<CI) .... .o

!1 s ~~
Pay of snpPrintendent of farming, farmer,
hlacksmith, sawyer, carpenter, and wagon
noel plow maker.
Do .. . .. . .. .. .. Pn:v of physician, miller, and two tea.chtlrs,
fot· twenty yt>at·s.
l\Jako.hs............ Ten iustallmt<nts, being the fifth series, for
I beneficial objects, under the direction of the
President.
Do ..•... .. ..... Twenty inl'!tallments, for a.e;ricolt.nral antl in·
dust rial schools and teachers, aud for smith,
carpenter, fnrmer, and physician.
Menomonees ..•.... :Fifteen inAtallments, to pay ~242,686, forces·
siou of land.
:Uirunies of Kansas Permanent provision for smith 's shops and
miller, &c.
Do ............ . Twenty installments npon $150,000, third article treaty of Jnue 5, 1854.
Do ........... . Interest ou ~ 18,521.65, at the rate of 5 per cent. ,
as ll<'l' third article treaty of June 5, 1854.
Miomies of India.nn Intere::-t on $2';!1,257.~6, at5 per cent. per annum
MinmiPs of Eel Petmauent annuities ...... ...... ........... ..
Ri•er.

Three installments, of $G,OlJO each,
due.
·

Klnmnths and Mo·
dtws.

I Vol.16, p. 709, §. 5

~·s$ "'Cl)
a~ .

;5. 0'

p.~~"'~~

~CI)I'<CI)J:<CI)
Cl)_o
;-.::: t;..,S

~ ...:~ S;:; [;'

;~.~:.::.! ~

""ll: E h.: <I)
~~~ ~~.;:
<U..C c6

o'S.+-J

~~ ~:;;.s~
~-~·§ ~ ~ ~

~~"'P.,:;:l...,

..q

0

"'

~~

~

~~~ig

:;::t.:>

t-:8 ~-s~

t;jO

!;:§~:.s~:a

.o"'
(<$ ..
·~ ~
-.o

E§
~§

'SS
..., ....
I"

<I)

l'lp.

Oo!

s
..q

~ f::;.g-~.~
~oo~ll:~~=<

• .... ~

al

~

~CI)(J2_p
~-~~p P.i=<
~!

~"'§sl():g

j:lCI)Q~+"~

g~ ~'g~ ~

SPP.ceCI)P.

..q

I Vol. 12, p. 941, § 11

Molels ............ . Pn.y of teacher to manual-labor school, and
subsiste11ce of pupils, &c.
1\Iixed Shoshones, To be expend ell in such goods, 'J)rovisions, &c, Treaty of September 24, 1868....... 1. . . . . . ·- . . . . . . . . . .
gi\Dnacktt, 1\n d
as the President may Jrom time to time de~ Shr.epeaters.
termine as proper.
NaYIIJOes .......... T!'n installments, for sucb articles of clothing, One installment, of $45,705, dne .. Vol. 15, p. 668, § 8
or raw material in lieu thereof, seeds, farm1
iug-implements, &c., treaty of June 1, 1868.

I
I

I

o-j

0

l'%j

o-j

t_rj

r:n
tr.:

28, t;OO 00

0

2, 000 00

t".l

~

o-j
i:J;t;'lj

15,200 00

to<

Three installments, of $16,179.06-: Vol. 10, pp. 1065
48, 537 18
each, dne.
and 1067, § 5.
Say $34i!.20 for shop and $:222.26 for Vol. 7, p. Hll, § 5 .. . .......... ' .... ... ... ... 1
$11, 409 34
$570 46
miller.
Twoinstallments,of$5,094.34 eacb, 1, Vol. 10, p. 1094, §3
10,188 68 ........... .....................
due.
. ... do ........ .. . •••...... '···· .. . . . .. .. .
9:!6 08
18, 521 €5
June 5, 1854 .... ........ ........ . Vol. 10, p. 1099, § 4
:Fourth article treaty of 1795; third Vol. 7, p. 51, §4;
at ticle treaty of 1805 ; third artivol. 7, p. 91, § 3;
cle treaty of 1809.
vol. 7, p. 114, §
3; vol. 7, p.1lti.
Treaty of December 21, 1855 ...... Vol. 12, p. 982, § 2

~

t".l

1-0
0
l:i:l

=

$18, 000 00

Eight installments, of$3,fi00 each, , .... do .......... , ..... .. .... .
due.
Two installments, of $1,000 each, Vol.12, p. 940, §5
due.
Two installments, of $7,600 each,
due.

·t'g~·s ~

~
;:,)"1

...,

:::: :: ::::: 1·.:~ ~: : :::. ::: .I

11, 062 89
l, 100 00

221,257 86
2~, 000 00

0

l'%j

o-j

~

t_rj

~

z

1-.3
~

~

.....

0

$3,000 00

fd

20,000 00
45, 705 00

I

Do ............. I Ten installments, for the \>urcbase of suoh Two installments, of $30,4i0 each, 1- •.. do . .... .. .. . , ........... .
articles as from time to time the condition
due.
and necessitielil of the Indians may indicate
to be proper.
Do . ........... I Ten installments, for pay of teachers ........ . Three installments, of $2,000 each, Vol. 15, p. 668, § 6
due.
Nez Perces ...... . Five installments, last series, for beneficial Two installments, of $4,000 each, Vol. 12, p. \!58,§ 4
objects, at the discretion of the President.
due.
Do ........... . Twent.y installments, for two schools, &c., Two installments, of $17,200 each, Vul.12, p. 958, § 5
pay of superintendent of teaching and two
due.
teachers, superintendeut of farming and
two farmers, two millers, two blacksmiths,
two j!:II'tlsmiths, tinner, carpenter, wagon
ancl plow maker, keeping in repair saw and
grist mills, for necllssary tools, pay of phy·
sician, repairing hospita.l, and furnisbinj!:
wellicine, &c .. repairing buildings for employes and the shops for blaeksmith. tinsmith, gunsmith, carpenter, wagon and plow
maker, providing tools therefor, antl pay of
head chief.
Do ............ . Sixreen installments, for boarding and cloth- Three inst-allments, of $3, 000 each, Vol. 14, p 649, 9 4 --- ----- -- -·
ing children wlJO attend school, providing
and one installmeut, of $2, 000,
schools, &c., with nece~::~sary furniture, pm·clue.
chase of wagons, team~:, tools, &c.
Do . ........... . Salary of two su borclinate chiefs ............. . Treaty of .June 9, 18113 ....... .... . Vol. l.f, p. 650, ~ 5
1, 000 00
Do ...·...... .. . .Fifteen installments, for repairs of housel:!, Four mstallrnents, of $3,500 each, Vol. 14, p. 649, 5 ---------mills, shops, &c.
· due.
Do .... . .... ... . Salary of t-wo matrons for schools, two as- Treaty of .June9, 1863 .......... . Vol. 14, p. 650, § 5
7, 600 00
sistailt teachers, farmer, carpenter, and two
millers.
Northern Chev· Thirty installm~nts, f<>r purchase of clothing, Tw o n t y-on e inatallmoo.,, of Vol. 15, p. 607, § 6 .................
eon es au d A. rap·a ·
as per sixth article treat-y May 10, 1868.
$15,000 each, due.
hoes.
Do .........••.. Teu installments, to be expended by the Secre- One inst-allment, of $ l8,COO, du e . . . . .. do ........... ................
tary of the Interior, for Inclians roaming.
Do . .••••....••. Pay of teacher, farmer, carpenter, miller, Estimated at ... .. ... _........... Vol. 15, p. 658, § 7
6, iOO 00
blacksmith, engineer, aucl physician.
Omahas: ..••...•• . Fifteen installments, third sel'ies, in money Five insta~lments, of $;20,000 each, Vol. 10, p .1044, § ~ ............ .. ......
or otherwise.
due.
Do .. .......... . Twelve installments, fourth series, in money Twelve installments, fourth RP· ·vol.lO,p.1044,§4 ..... . ....
or otber"'-ise.
ries (due after expiration of 3cl
·
series), of $lO.OOO each, due.
Osag;es ............ . Interest on $69,120, at 5 per cent., for educa· ResolutiouoftheSenatetotreaty, Vul.7, p.242, §6 ...........
t.ional purposes.
.January 2, 1825.
Do . ........... . Interest on $300,000, at 5 pe•· cent-.. to be paicl Treaty of St·ptern ber 29, lb65 .... _. Vol. 14, p, 68i, § 1 .. . . . . . . . • • .
semi-annually, in money or snch articles as
t.he Secretary of the Interior may direct.
Ottoes and Missou- Fifteen installments, third series, in money Fi • • ""' allmeli to, of 19,000
V nL to, p. 1639, §4 .. --- .....
rias.
due.
or otherwise.
Do ....... ..... . Twelve installments, last series, in money or Twelve insta.llmeuts, of . $5,000 ... . do ... -.... -- . . ---- .... - . .
otherwise.
each, due.

I

oanh, l

60,940 00 ............ .

6, 000 00
8, 000 00
34, 400 00

~

11 ,000 00

·--------- -- -----------·-·

-----------· ---- ----- ---

---- ------- ·
14, 000 00

----·-··"'· · ···· ·· ·····--·

.. .................

.................

3l5,ooo oo

1 ..........

---------·--·

7:

d
......
P>

z

~
~
~
~

......

!·······--··--·

~

;n

18, 000 00 ' .. - . - . - ... . ... -- .... - .. - .
. ......... . . . .........

l

........ ............. ..................

I 00, 000 00 , ...... _.... , ... . ..........

120,000 00, ........... . . .............
.......... .. ..

3,456 00

. . . .. . .. . . . . .

15, 000 00

I

6~,120

00

300, 000 00

45, 000 00

... ............... . ......... ... .........

fiO, 000 00

..... ·.· ... ·; ..... ............ ........

O":l
~~

-1

Statemrnt slloll'i11g tlle present liabilities of tlle United States to Indian tribes 1111der treaty stip1tlations-Coutin,.ued.
04)-+"
-+"·22 •
~cQ ... rt::

i~i g
~·9..2~
:g rJ'<i §

Ntlutes of treaties.

Description of anunitie:>, &c.

...

~ ~-~
g~ _~

Nmnbe1: of ini!tallments yot unap- Referenc!'l to laws,
p1·opnated, explanations, &e.
Statntes at Large

..

~~.§~

~:~~
p<P....,,t:>

~a:>rnc.s

::<So;~

<11

Pawntt•s ..... .... .

Do
Do

Do ..... ... . .. .

Poucas ..... . ..... .
Do . .......... ..
Pottnwatomios ....
Uo .•••.•.•••• .

Do . ..... .. ... .
Do . ... ·... -~--- ·
Do ...... - -~-l)o ...... -----

D

Do
Do

Do ......... .. .

Annuity gccus, and such articles as may be
necessary.
Support of two manual-labor schools and pay
of teachers.
For iron and steel and other necessary articles
fot· sltops, a nil pa._y of two blacksmiths, one
of which is to be tin and gun smith, and
compensation of two strikers and appreutict•s.
Fanning utensils and stock, pay of farmer,
miller, and engineer, antl compensation of
apprentices, to assist in working in the
mill, and keeping in repair grist and saw
mill.
Fifreen installments. last series, to be paid to
th em or expended for their benefit.
Amon nt to be expended during the pleasure of
tho President for purposes of civilizatio11.
Pcnnauent annuity in money ............... .'.
..... tlo . .................................... ..
. ... . do . ....................... .
..... tlo . ................... . ................. .
.... . tlo ... . ... . . ................ .. .. . . . ..... .
For etlucatioual pnrpo':les, during the pleasure
of th ~ l:'rt>~idcnt.
P erm:meut provision for tltroe blacksmiths
and a~sistauts, iron and stt}el.

1

Treaty of September 24 , 1857 ...... Vol. 11, p. 729, § 2
Vol.1l,p. 7~9 ,§ 3

. ..... do . ...... .. ......... .. ......
Estimated, for iron and steel, $500;
two blacksmiths, $1,200; aucl
two strikers. $480.

1 Vol.

I

11 , p. 729, § 4
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Estimat ed .... : ................... I Vol. 11 , p. 730, § 4

4, 400 00 ' .... - - - . -..... ' .•••.....• - . ' ... - ........ --

~

0

~

Eleveninstallments,of~B , OOOeach,

Vol.1 2,p.997,§2 .......... . .

due.
TreatyofMarch12, 1A68 .... ...... Vol.12,p.998,§ 2
Augnst3.-t795 ....................
Se ptember30,1809 ................
October2,1 818 ....................
September20, 1828 . ....... .. ......
July ':.!!1, 1829 ................. ... . .
September 20, 182!3 ...............

Vol. 7,
Vol.7,
Vol.7,
Vol.7,
Vol. 7,
Vol. 7,

$88, 000 00 ........... , ............ ..

10,000 00 ....................................... .

p.

51, § 4 ........... .
p.ll4,13 . ...........
p.l85, 3 ...........
p.317, 2 .. .........
p. 3::10, 2 .. .. .. .. . ..
p. 3ll:l, 2 1 5, 000 00

••••• •• .•.

357 80
$7,15fi 90
.............
178 90
3,578 00
.............
894 50
17,8!10 00
.............
715 60
H,:H2 O!l
... .. . . . . .. . ..
5, 724 77
114,495 40
.. .. . . . . . .. . . .. ...................... ..

Vol.7, p.~96, ~3; , ........... .
vol. 7, p. 318, 2;
vol. 7, p. 3~1, 2.
Permanent provision fo. r furnishing salt .... -- ~ July 29. 1829 .... ----- ·- .. -- .. ··- ·· Vol. 7, p. 320, § 2 1......... ..
Pennr~noot lH'O\' isiou for payment of money
September 20, 1828; June 5 and Vol.7,p. 318, ~2; 1
. ...................
in lieu of tobacco, iron aucl steeL
17, 1846.
vol.9, p. 855,§10.
For lutcrcst un ~230,061.20, at 5 per cont ...... June 5 and 17, 1846 .. ............ .. Vol. 9, p. 855, § 7 .......... .. ... ................
October 16, 1826 ; September 20,
1828; July 29, 18\!9.

.......... .

............. 1

1, 008 99

20,179 80

1:16 54
107 34

3, 130 80
2, 146 80

11, 503 21

230, 064 20
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Pottawatomies of Permanent annuities . ••••..
November 17, 1808
Huron.
Qnapaws ..... _.... For education, smith, fnrmer, and smith- $1,000 for education, $1,61l0 for
sllop, dnriu g the pleasure of the President.
smith, &c.
Q n in a i e 1 t s and $25,000, sixth series, to be expended for bene- Two in s tallments, of $700 eacl1,
Quilleh utes.
ficial objects.
dttt'.
Do ..... _....... Twenty installments, for an ag-ricnltural nml Two installm ents. of $7,100 each,
industrial school, employm ent of suitable
lhH'.
instructors, support of smith :mel carpenter
shops. aucl tools, pay of blacksmitl1, carpenter, farm er, and physician.
River Crows .... -- . I Amount to be expended in snell goods, provis- Jnly 15,1868 ·--·······----····---·~
ions, &c., under direction of the President.
Sacs and Foxes of Permanent annn.ity . ...•.. ·----· __ .. ------ _.. Treaty of November 3,1804 . ..... .
.Mi8sissippi.
Do . .......••... Interest on $200,000, at 5 per cent .. .......... ,. Treaty of October 21, 1837 .. __ ..•. .
Uo . _____ . ___ . Interest on $800,000, at 5 per· cent . . . . . . . . . . . . Treat.v of October 21, 1842 ....... _.
Sars and :Foxl's of Interest on $157,400, at. 5 pe1· cent ......... _. . Treaty of October 21, 1s:n . . __ .. __ .
Missom·i.
Seminoles. _.. . __ ... Interest on $500,000, eighth article or trea ty $~!'i,OOO annual annuity .. _.... , __ ..
of .A ngust 7, 1856.
Do . __ .......
Interest on $70,0~0, at. 5 per rent. __ ....•.. - .. . Snpport of schools, &c . ___ .. ·----.
Senecas ... -- .. -.-- P ermanent annmty ............. _........... September 9 auc117, 18.1.7 .. __ .. . __ ..

I

-·I

Do . .......... .
SenecasofNewYork
Do·----··---· ·
Do . .......... .

VoL 7, p.106, § 2
Vol. 7, p. 425, § 3

400 00

Vol.12, p.972,§ 4 •·- -·--·-- -- ·

1, 400 00

Vol. 12, p. 973, § LO, ....... _... .

14, 200 00

Vol.16,p.34!l, § i .

8, 000 00

2, 660 00

:10, 000 00

Vol. 7, p. 85, § 3 .• . . . . ________ .

Vol. 7, p. 541, § 2 . . . . . __ . . ___ . . ____ ..... __ . .
v ·ol. 7, p. !'i!l6, § 2 . . _____ . ___ . . . ____ .. __ . . _..
1
Vol. 7, p. 543, ~ 2
1

'!' ----- ...... ···--- _.... __ .

Vol. 11, p. 70:, ~8· ~ ·-·-- - ·----. ,. _. . . __ ...... .
Vol. 14, p. 75., § 3 . . . • __ . __ ... . __ . ___ ... ___ .
Vo1.7,p.l61,§4; ···--· ·-- -- · ·····-··--·-·
vol. 7, p. 179, § 4.
F ebruary 28, 1831 ..........•...•.. Vol. 7, p . 349, § 4 .. , 1, 660 00 . . _.. __ .... _..
1
February 19,1841 ........... ..... .
Act of June 27, 1846 . ... _.. ..... --.
...... do·----· ..... .... ·----· ..... .

1, 000 00

20,000 00

10, 000 00
40, 000 00
7, 8i0 00

200, 000 00
800, 000 00
157, 400 00

25, 000 00 .

500, 000 00

H

3, !'iOO 00
1, 000 00

70, 000 00
20, 000 00

H

Smith and smith-shop and miller . ·----· ..... .
Permanent annuities .... _.... _. ____ .. ___ ..
·--·---- ---·
ll, 000 00
120, 000 00
Interest on $75,000, at 5 per cent . _.. _. . __ .. _. .
3, 750 00
75, 000 00
Interest on $43,050, tram;ferrell from the On .
2, 152 so I
43, 050 00
tario Bank to the United States Treasury.
Senecas and Shaw- Permanent annuity . ...•..•.•... ___ . __ ___ .. _. Treaty of September 17, 1818. ___ . . 1 Vol. 7, p.17!l, § 4 .
1, 000 00
20, 000 00
n ees.
Do ............ . Snppo1·t of smiths aml smit.bs' shops ....... _. . Treaty of July 20, 1831 ·... .. . ·----·
Shawnees.-- ....•• . P ermanent annuity for education . .. _.. _... __ . .AugllSt
4·· '· --~ ·-~~~-~~- ' ::::::::::: ::: '·-- 3,. ooo
--.- oo
·-·1·-----.-·-.-.
3, 1795; September29,1817. ~~t ~: ~:
I 60, ooo
oo
Do ... .•.. ... .. . Interest on $40,000, at 5 per cent _.... . . _. . _. . .August 3, 1795; May 10, 1854 ... ... . Vol. 10, p. 1056,§:t j. _______ . __ . , . . _. . __ .. _. __ .
2, 000 00
40, 000 00
Shoshones, westem Twenty installments of $5,000 each, nmler the Six installments to be appropriVol.
18,
p.
690,
~ 7 ... - .. .... - .
:iO,
000
00
band.
direction of the President.
atecl:
Shoshones, north- ...... do ........ ·-----·-----···---··-----·----· .... .. do.···--- ..... .. .
Vol.13, p. 663, §3 .
30, 000 00
western band.
Shoshones, Goship Twenty installments of $1,000 each, nnder di· l·-----do ...•..........• .. ·--··-·--·1 Vol.13, p. 652, § 7.
6, 000 00
band.
rection of the President.
Shoshones and Banna.c ks:
Shoshones . ___ _. For the purchase of clothinJ?j for men, women ,
Twenty-two installments due, es-~ Vo1.15, p. 676, §9
305,228 00
and children, thirty installments.
timated.
.
·
Do . ........... . For the purchase of such articles as may be Three installments due, estimated .. --.do . ---- -- .-90, 000 00
considered proper by the Secretary of the
Interior.
Do . ...... ... .. . For pay of physician, carpenter, teacher, en- Estimated. ___ .... ____ . ____ .. ____ -~ Vol. 15, p. 676, § 10
5, 000 00
gineer, farmer, and blacksmith.
Do ...•...•.... Blacksmith, and for iron and steel for shops .. . -.• -.do ..•.........•.. _•... __ .. _.. Vol. 15, p. 676, § 3
2, 000 00

~~t ~: ~: ~rt~-: ·l:::::::: ::::1:~ ~: ~:::: :::::
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Statement showing the present lia'bilities of the United States to Indian tribes under treaty stipulations-Continued.
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of treaties.

Description of annuities, &o.

g

>::~«lo

I -"'§_:s.:3 ~-~

Number _of installment~ yet unap- ~ Reference to Jaws ,
propnated, explanatiOns, &c.
Rtatutesat Large.

c

>:~"0

0

-<l:>

~-S's~
~:;3~

d~o$

o35""'~

§ 15 ~:.0

-<1j

hosb.ones . ....... . Fi'l'e installments of the sum of $25,000, to be
expended under direction of the President
in purchase of stock cattle.
Bnunacks . ... -~- ... For tl1e ptuchase of clothin~ for men, women,
and children, thirty instamnents.
Do . ...... .
For the purchase of such articles as may be
considered necessary by the Secretary for
persons roa,ming, &c.
Do ..• -······ Pay of physician, carpenter, miller, teacher,
engineer. farmer, and blacksmith.
Six NationsofNew Permanent auunities in clothing, &c ......... .
York.
Sioux, 8isseton,·and .t\mo nntto be expended in s\lchgoodsandother
Wahpetou'\>fLake articles as the President may from tim~ to time
'l'raverseandDev- determinfl, $800,000, in ten installments, per
il's Lake.
&l!.reement Februar.v 19, 1867.
Sioux: of different Pnrchasoof clothing form e o, women, aDLl chi ltribes, including
tlrcu.
Santeo Sioux of
Nebraska.
Do .• •••. ....... Blacksm itb, and for iron and steel ........ ... .
Do . ..... ...... . For such articles as may be consir1eret1necessary by the Secretary of the In terior fo1· perSOllS roaming.
Do ..........•.. Physioilm, five teache1·s, c:n·peutcr, miller, en~iueer, farmer, and blacksmitll.
· Do ............ . Porcbase of mtions &c., aR per article 5, agreemont of September 26, 18?6.
S' Klalln,ms ........ . Twenty installments, last series, on$GO,COO to
be expended under the direotion of the Secretal'Y of the Interior.

I

Two installments, of $5,000 each, Vol. 19, p. 286, § 1
due.

I............

Twenty-two iustallments dne, es- ~ Vol.15,p.67G,§9 ~ .. ---·· · --- ~
tiruated.
Two installments due, estimated ... .. . do . ......... ... .........

g;fs~~.;

~.o"O·a ...,~
~s~~~ ~

..... is:

s !>:~

<1l

~~:=l S.~o:e
~~ ~ ,S·~d
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~~oo.'S._§
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:"O§s.o~
>l<llQO::.pcO

~='~ ... "Oa~S

s~ ~~~ ~

Col

8

<Q

-<1j
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trl
"'0
0
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1-3
0

~
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tr:1
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ttl
0

~

trl
1-3

t:t'

;.<

$20,000 00

$4, 500 00

J

0

~

400, 000 00

1-3
3, 506 1 800 00

Twenty-two
installments,
of \ Vol.l5,p. 63il,§ 10.
$159,400 each, dne; estimateLl.

~

~

.••••••••••• ! .•••••••••••••

Treaty, November 11, 17!H ........ Vol. 7, p. 46, § 6 ..
Revised Treaties, , . . .... .... .
p. 1051, § 2.

0

~

$10,000 00 ····-·······-· ··-···········

Estimated .... .. ........ .. ... ... . . I Vol. 15, p. 67fi, § 10\ -$5,000 00

Five installments, of $80,000 each,
due.

O':l

.....0

·2~~·~ ~

O <ll-+'>

t:l

I • •••• • • ••••• ' ••••••••••••••

trl
H

z

1-3

2, 000,00
Estimatet1 ....................... \····do . ......... .
Twenty-two installment-s,
of ... do .......... ............ . 4, 400, 000 00
$200,000 each, due; estimated.
Estima.ted ..... .

Vol, 15,p.638, ~ 13

t.r.J

~

H

0
~

I 10,400 00

..•••. dr • ........................... Vol.19, p. 256, § 5. 1,100,000 00
Two installmol.!ts, of $1 600 each,
dne.

Vol. 12, p. 934, § 5

3, 200 00

I, • • • • • • • • • •

I

· • • • • • • • • • • • •

Do ....... ••.

···1Twenty
installments, for agricultural and industnal school, pay of teacher, blacksm-ith,

1

Two installments, of $7,100 each,
due.

1

Vol.l2, p: 934, ~"1. 1 1 .......... ..

s~~b~~~~fn~~;~~~~~: !~~ {~~~~~~---······ ··~· .... ... ........ ................... .

.. .. do ..... ._ . . .
500 00
Do . ...........
Tabt>quachebandof l Pay of blacksmith ................ : ......... . Estimated ........... .
Vol. 13, p. 675, § 10 \
720 00
Utes.
Tabequacbe, ~ua· For iron and steel and necessary tools for ... . . . do .... . . _.... _. . _........... . Vol.15,p. 621, § 9.
220 00
blacksmith-shop.
che, Capote, Weeroinuohe, Yampa,
Grand River, and
Uintah bands of
Utes.
Do ............ . Two carpentors, two millers, two farmers, one ...... do . ...... ... ............... .. I Vol.15,p. 622;§ 15
7,800 00
ulaoksruith, and two teachers.
Do .... . ....... . Tbirty installments or $30,000 ea'ch, to be ex- Twenty-one instnllments, each Vol.15,p. ti22,§ 11
pended under lihe dit eetion of the Secretary
$:30,000, due.
of the Interior, for clothing, blankets, &c.
Do .... . ......•. Annual amount to be expended under the diVol.15,p. 622,§ 12 30,000 00
rection of the Seort'tary of the Interior, in
supplying said Indian~:~ with bet'f, mutton,
wheat, tl.our, beans, &c.
Walla Walla, Cay- Five installments, last series, to be expended Two installments, of $2,000 each, Vol.12, p. 946, §2 . ........... ..
under the direction of the President.
due. ·
use, aud Umatilla tribes.
Do . .......... . Twenty installmeuts, for pay of two millers, I Two installments, of $!1,000 each, Vol.1'2,p.947, § 4 ........... ..
farmer, superintendent of farJUing operadna.
tiona, two teachers, physician, blacksmith, '
wagon and plow maket·. carpe11 ter andjoiner.
Do .. .......... . Twenty installments, for mill-fixtures, tools, Two installments, of $3,000 each, . .. . do .......... .... ....... .
medicines, books, stationery, furniture, &c.
due.
Do . ........... . Twenty installments, of $1,500 ea.ch, for pay Two installments, of $1,500 each, Vol.!:, p. 947,;
of bead chiefs, three in n urn bar, at $500 each
due. ·
per annum.
Winnebagoes ..... . Interest on ~804,90!1.17, at 5 per cent. p er an- November 1, 1P37, and Senate Vol.1,p.546,§4; . . ......... ..
vol. 12, p. 628, §4.
nnm.
'
amendmedt, July 17, 1862.
Do .
Interest on $78,340.4 1, at 5 per cent. per an- July 15, 1870 .................... .. Vol. 16, p. 355, § L , •••••••••••.
num, to be expended under the direction of
the Secretary of the Interior.
Walpabpe tribe of Ten installments, second series, under tile di- Four installments,. of $1,200 each, Vol.14,p.684,§7 . ........... .
Snakes.
rection of the President.
du~
.
Yankton tribe of Ten installments of $40,000 each, being· second One installment due ............. Vol.ll,p.744,~4 ~ ............ .
Sioux.
series, to be paid to them, or expended for
their benefit.
Do ... ~·· ·-···· Ten installments, of $25,000 each, third se- \ -ran installments, of $-25,000 each, .... do ........... ....... . ... .
ries, to be paid to them, or expended for
due.

'I·. . . . ..

I

~~b~~~

14,200 00

630,000 00

1-1

~

4, 000 00

t:!
1-1

~

18, 000 00

~

6, 000 00

1-rj
1-rj
~

~

~

3, 000 00

~

40,245 45

804. 909 17

3, 917 02

78, 340 41

4, 800 00
40, oco 00
250, 000 00

I

Do . . ......... . . Twenty installments, of $15,000 each , fourth · Twenty installments, of $15,000 . ... do .......... .
series, to be paid to them, or expended for
each, due.
their benefit.
Yakama.s ........ . Twenty installments, for beneficial objects, Two installments, last series, of Vol.12, p . 953, § 4
under the direction of the President.
$4,000 each, due. ·

I

300, 000 00 • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 .

~000

00

• • • • • •• • • • • • •

1---················ ....... . ,...
~
~

· ~

Statement s7wwi·ng tlte p1'esent liabilities of the U11ited States to J.nclian t1-ibes undf?' tTeaty stipulations-Continued.
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Yakamas ........ .

Twenty installments, for two schools, one of
w bich is to be an agricultural and industrial ·
school, k eeping the same in repair, and providing books, stationery, and furniture. ·
Do .. ..... . ... . Twenty iust.allments, for superintendent of
teaching, two t eachers, superintendent of
farming, two farmers, two millHrs, two
blacksmiths, tinner, gunsmith, carpenter,
and wagon and plow maker.
· Do . ... .. .. .. . . Twenty installments, for keeping in repajr
hospital, and furnishing medicine, &c., pay
of physician, repair of grist-mill and sawmill, and furnishing the necessar y tools.
Do . ... .. ...••. Twenty installments, for k eeping in r epair
buildingR for employes.
Do . .......... .. Salary of bead chief for twenty years ....... .
Do ............ . Twenty installments; f~r keeping in r epair
the blacksmith 's, tin smith's, g unsmith's,
carpenter's, and wagon and plow maker's
shops, and furnishing tools.
Total ......... .
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Number of installments yet unaJ?·jReferenceto laws,
propriated , explanations, &c.
Statutes at Large.
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VoL 12, p . 953, § 5

Two installments, of $14,600 each,
due.

. .. . do . .... .. --- -•······ ······

~

t--t:J

0

l:l:1
~

"'

L~ "l
~<DQ«:.,."'
p-~ '0 C\l

s
s~ ~§a;~

<t1

0
~

""'~
~

$ 1,000 00 1.

Two installments, of $500 each,
due.

l:l:1

00
t%j

0
t;:O

'29, 200 00

t%j

""'l:l:1
tl>

Two installm ents, of $2,000 each, l .... do ........... .. ........ ..
due.

4,000 00

I
1............ ,

........... ..

-<

0

"".l

Two installments, of $300 each, . .. . do . ...... ... .
due.
Two installments, of $500 each, Vol.12, p.ll5:l, § 5.
due.
Two installments, of $500 each , .... do . ......... .. .......... .
due.

.

1.:::: I· .. .
1' 00() 00 ... -- .... ..

.

I
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~--~---·--,--..................
$1,549,460 00 13, 700, 9~9 28 $358, 653 3B $6, 302, 668 44
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INDIAN AFI<'AIRS.

663

'l' RUS1'-FUND AND TRUST-LANDS.
The following statements show the transactions in the Indian trust-funds and trust-lands
during the year ending October 31, 1877:
United States 5 per centum bonds, loan of 1881, amounting to $92,900, have been purchased for various tribes, as indicated in Statement No. l. These were purchased with funds
derived from the redemption of United States 5-20 6 per centum bonds, act of March 3, IB65.
Statement No.2 shows the kind of bonds redeemed, th.e tribes to which they belonged,
date of redemption, and amount belonging to each tribe. The funds derived from the redemption of these bonds were reinvested, as shown in Statement No.1.
Statements A, B, C, D, E , F, G, and H show in detail the various changes in the stocks,
funds in the Treasury to the credit of various tribes, collections of,coin interest, _and the premium realized from the sale thereof, and collections of interest in currency. Following these
statements is a consolidation of all interest collected, including premium on coin, and the
disposition thereof, and a statement of interest appropriated by Congress on non-paying State
stocks, for the fi scal year ending June 30, 1877. A statement, also, will be found giving in
detail the appropriations for the current fiscal year fur the severallndian tribes and the Indian service, together with the principal of bunds held in trust for Indian tribes, and of funds
. placed in the Treasury to their credit, and of interest annually arising from such bonds and
funds; also, a statement showing the transactions arising on account of moneys derived from
the sales of Indian lands, ali being sufficiently in detail to enable a proper unuerstaqding of
the subj ect.
·
· ·

No. 1.-Slated!ent of investments in stocks, showing kind, a·mount, and cost thereof, t1·ibes or funds jo.r which the same were made, arl(!, sources U?hence the funds
invested were derived.
a)

~

~
Kind of bonds purchnsed.

I

5
0..

.....0

~

A

United States funded loan
of 1~81.
Do . .................. .
Do . ............ .• ....
Do .. . .. : ......... . ...
Total ................

June 13, 1877
June 13, 1877
June 13,1877
June 13,1877

.... ...... ..........

a)

~

~

c

A

o:l
<!)

~
0

~~

~

oo

0

p~ ·

8

-ctj

$3,853 43
3, 643 02
9, 666 67
75, 736 88

- - --

92,900 00

d

<!)

...

<!)

ll;

5
5
5
5

...
....0A"

~t~
§ Ao

.25

0

105!
105~

105!
10 5~

.. . ..........

Fund or t1 ibe.

3, 852 50
10,222 50
aBO, 091 75

----

· ~~
=~-cd

I

Funds invested derived from-

~

0· ....

Cherokee n ational fund . ......
Cherokee school fnnd .... .....
Cherokee orphan fund .. ......
Chickasaw national fund ..... .

98,241 75 . .... .................................................. ...

14,015 00
,
_50
3 852
10,
222 50
80,100 00

~

t-3

II

- - - -98,250 00

~
t;rj

"'d
0

8'-'
+-~

8

$4, 075 00

Uni nvested balance refunded by the Secretary of the Interior:
a$8.25 tJust-fuml stock redeemed due Chickasaw national fund.

~
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~Redemption of United. Stat.es 5-20 6 p er centum
bonds, act of March 3, 18ti5.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS.
No. 2.-Statmnent showing the redemption of bonds since No-vernbm· 1, 1876.
Kind of bonds.

Date of redemption.

Fund or tribe.

United States 5.20 6 per cent., act of
.March 3, 1865.
Do .............................
Do . ............ . .............. .
Do...... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Do ............ .. ..............

.Amount
redeem'e d.

Cllerokee national fund . . . .......... .June 3, 1877
Cherokee school fund. ·..............
Cherokee orphan fund ...............
Cbickasaw 11ational fund ...... :. . . . .
...... do .................... . ...... . ..

$4,075 00

.Jnne 3, 1877
June 3.187i
.Jun e ~. 11377
May 28,1877

3, 852
10, 222
78,100
2, 000

Tot~l .................. . .... .

5()
50
00
00

913,250 00

Recapittdation of statements affecting the agg1·egate of bond.~ held in trust for -various Indian
tribts; l'l'overnber 1, 1~76.

Whole amount of bonds on band November 1, 1876...... .. . .. . . . . . . $5, Oi9, (i66 83i
Amount of bonds since purchased (as per Statement No. 1) $92,900 00
Amon nt of bonds redeemed (as per Statement No. 2) . . . . . . 98, 2GO 00
Excess of bonds redeemed over amount purchased .......... -- ...... .
Total amount on hand November 1, 1817' ... . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .

5, 350 DO

5, 074,316 83i

A .-List of names of Indian t1·ibes fm· trhom stock is helcl in fl· us t by the Treasurer of 'the
United ,States; shvwing the amount stand·ing to the credit of each tribe, the a~nual interest, the
··date of treaty or law under which the im•estment teas made, and the a·m ount of abstmcted
bonds for which Congress has m.ade no approp1·iation, and the annual interest on the smne.
Statutes
Amount of
Treaty or act. at Large. Amount of Annual in· abstracted Annual
---stock.
intel'est.
terest.
bond!:!.
Vol Page.
- - ---

Tribe.

Cherokee national fund ....... Dec. 29, 1835
Fe b. 27, L8Ul
Cherokee school fund ....... { Dec.
2!1, 1835
Dec. 29, 1835
Cherokee orphan fun~ . ..... ~ F eb. 14, 1873
Cherokee asylum fund . .. . ... F eb. 14, 187:3
Oct. 20, 1872
Chickasaw national fund . ..
May 24,1834
Chickasaw incompetents ..... May 24, 1834
Chi_Ppewa a~ d Christian In·
dtans ....... . ............... .Jul.Y 15, 1859
Choctaw general fund . _. . ... . Jan. 17, 1837
Choctaw school fu nd ......... 15ept. 27. 18:l0
Creek orphans ................ May 24,11332
Delaware general fund ....... May 6, 1854
D elaware school fund ........ . Sept. 24, 182Y
May 17, 1854
Iowas ...................... { Mar.
6, 1861
Kansas schools ... ........... June 3,18:25
30,
1854
May
Kaskaskias, P eorias, &c . . _. { Feb. 23, 1867
Kaskaskias, &c., school fund . Feb. 23, 1867
Kick-apoos .................... .June 213, 1862
MeootJJOnees ......... ........ Sept. 3, 1836
Osage school~:! ...... . ........ _ June 2, 1~25
Ottawas and Chippewas . ..... Mar. 28, 1836
Pottawatornies, education . _. . Sept. 26, 1 8~3
Pottawatomies, mills ... . ... .. Sept. 26, 1833
Pottawatomies, Prairie band. - .. - .......... . - . .
Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi Feb. 18, 1867
Sacs and Foxes of Missouri ... Mar. 6,186 1
June 14, 1836
Sen~cas ....... .. ........... { .Tau.
9, 1837
11336
Senecas a nd Shawnees ...... { June 14,
Jan. 9, l8:n
Senecas, Tonawanda band . .. _ Nov. 5, 1857
Shawnees ... : .. .............. May 10, 1854
Eastern Shawnees .... .. .. ... . Fell. 23, 18117

f

~

7 478
$949, 697
7 ' 1~15}
527,536
7 478
7 478} 251, 643
17 462
17 462
67, 675
7 381}
7 450 l, 16.1, 667
7 450
2, 000
12
7
7
7
111
7
10
12
7
10
15
15
13
7
7
7
7
7

1105
605
3:!3
366
1048
327
1069}
1171
244
1082 ~
519)
519
6:25
506
240
491
431
431

...... ...........

15 495
12 1171
47 }
135
5
47}
5 135
l l 7:l7
15 515
15 515

.

08
82

$54, 370 57 $68,000 00
30, 748 22 15,000 00

64
27
481
00

14, 904
4, 060
67, 379
100

37
52
07
00

42, 792
7Rl
50,355
77, 015
459, 243
11, 000
105, 052
27,267

60
90
:!0
25
15
00
21
31

2,
27,
2,
4,
25,

t!O, 047
41, 4ll
128, 569
153, 457
40,236
19, 209
77, 09:J
17, 180
89, 618
55, 105
21, !125
40, 981

92
97
91
41
63
47
79
09
57
41
00
54

449
206
701
397
910
550
6, 144
1, 525
4, 939
2, 484
6, 428
7, 753
2, 074
1, 079
3, 882
880
4, 480
2, 764
1, 217
2, 049

79
91
31
90
&7 .............. .
00 ....................
81 ................ .
48
40
59 ...................
49
05
:.!0 ...... . ...........
57
al, 000 00
~.2
80 ...................
!13 .. ..................
:32
25 ...................
45 ......... .....

15,277
86, 950
4, 835
11,688

09
00
65
47

857
4, 347
:!41
701

69 ...................
50
78
30

45~,

15, 074, 316

83~

$4,080 00
900 00

---- ---- ---288, 6:32 96

a No interest appropriated on $1,000 al>stracted bond.

84,000 00

4, 980 0()
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B.-Statement of stock-aocount, exhibiting in detail the secu,rities in whiclt the ft~nd8 of uwh
tribe are innested and now on hand, the ann1wl interest on the same, and the amo" 11 t oj
abstracted bonds not provided for by Congress.
'0'0

.....o<l)<l)
-.::
......

<1!p.rD

~
Stocks.
.,;
::l
<l)

Q

....
<ll
0..
CHEROKEE

)JATlO~AL

-d

'-o"'

.....,;)~Cl)

::l

s

<1:1
~

.._.oo

::l
0

~

...,rnp.,

.2:i
.;:1

::l

(ij

:~o

oc~
800

0

<1

al..-.::l

O::l:,)

<1:1

.....

9-c::..o

::l

$D, 000
11,000
50, 000
41 , 000
118, 000
5, 000
125, uOO
9.0, 000

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

0

::l
::l

<1

- ·- - -

.................

.................
..................

161,950 00
149, 124 26

9, 717 00
7, 456 21

68, 000 00

949, 697 08

54, 370 57

161, 950 00
149,124 26

=== ======== -=====
7, oco
i!, 000
13, 000
1, 000

00 ..... .............
00 ...... .... ..... .
8, 000 00
00
00 ........... ...........
7, 000 00
00

...................... ............
1, 000 OQ

60 00

31,200 00 ................ .. .
229, 013 55 ...... ........... ....

51, 54 2
31,200 00
229, 013 55

3,111 26
1, 560 00
13, 740 81

................. ......
......................

125, 270 29
66, 198 70

7, 516 22
3, 309 93

542, 536

82

15, 000 00 1527, 536 82 . 30, 748 22

===== - ======= =-====-:-- -==

~... .

1, 333 46
9, 027 00

49,545 00
10,000 00
19, 425 44

2, 972 70
600 00
971 27

251, 6~ 64

1,24, 90~ 37

=f!!: 675_27 1

4, 060 52

6 . . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ..

1G , 000 00

10, 080 00

:::::::::.::::: ::::::::::::
5t . .. . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. ..

616:
36,
66, 666 66! 3, 500 00

6
6 :::::::::::::· : :::::::::::
5 . . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. . • . .

100 000 00
'550 95
206, 099 70

. .......

I

TotaL................. .. ........ ........ . .. . . .. .. .. . .. . . . .

..

22,221 26
150, 449 94

I
. ...........

~!t! ~1 ~~%!~:!· :::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~

•tot:•:;::.:.::::~o~~~~~~T~...

00
00
00
00

51, 854 28 . ....................

125, 2i0 29
66, 198 70

United States, registered, loan of 1865...... ...

State of Tennes ee . . . . . . . • .. . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . ..
State of Virginia (Richmond and Dam·ille
Railroad)...................... . .. . . . . . . . . . . .
Unit~d tates,rej!istered.actofMarch3,1865.
nit d tates, funded, loan of 18 l . . . . . . . . . . . .

490
120
780
60

00
00
00
00

.....................

I

State of Arkansas . . . . . • . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .

1, 680 09
7, 080 00

- - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - -

Total.. .................... . ............. .. .. . ...... . ,; . . . . . . . . . .... ..

CHICKASAW XATJO:!<AL FCND .

28,000 00
118,000 00

5, 000 00 ...................

United States iAsne to Union Pacific Railroad,
eastern division .... . ....................... .
United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865 . .
United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of 1861' .........•..•...•.... ... ......... .
United States, r egistered, loan of 1868 ......•..
United States, funded, loan of 1881 ........... .

ll{jND.

$910 00
660 00

9, 398 31
5, 819 05

1, 000 00

CHEROKEE ORPHANS' FUND.

$13, 000 00
11, 000 00

......................

156,638 56
96,984 26

i, 000
2, 000
. 21, 000
1, 000
7, 000

TotaL................................... . . . .

$50,000 00
13, 000 00

6, 250 00
5, 400 00

:="":::===

State of Florida .........•.......•.............
State of Louisiana ............ .. .............. .
State of North Carolina ...................... .
State of So nth Carolina ........•.........•.....
State of Tennessee .. ......................... .
State ofVirginEa (0hesapeake and Ohio Canal
Company) . ........•.• . ........•.......... . ..
United Sta~e~ i_ssue to Union Pacific Railroad,
.eastern dtvtswn ·............................ .
United States loan of 10-4Qs ................... .
United States, registereil , act. of March 3, 1865.
United States, registered, act of March 3, 181l5,
loan cf 1867 ..... ....... ·. ..... . ............. .
• United States, funded, loan of 1881 .. ......... .

·----··----·
----- --- ----

125, 000 00
90, 000 00

CHEROKEE SCHOOL FU)JD.

8

=

:::1

8
.q

.c ....

...................
...............
156, 638 56 .. .... ... . ...
96,984 26 .................

Total...... . . . • . . .. . • . • . • . • .. . .. . .. . . . . .. . • • . 1, 017, 697 08

ASYLC~I

Q)

;..,

Ft.::<D.

State of Flnrida. .....•.....•.....•............. 7
State of Louisiana . ................ . ......... . (I
State of Missouri. ............................ . 6
State of North Carolina . ...................... . 6
State of South Carolina . .•... .. ...•.•••.•...... 6
State of Tennessee ..•.......•................. 6
State ot Tennessee ..••••.•..........•......... 5
State of Virginia . .. · .· · . ............. . ........ . 6
United States issue to Union Pacific Railroad,
easte-rn division ........................... ..
United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865.
United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of 1867 ........ ......................... . · 6
United States, funded, loan of 1881 .••......... 5

CHEROKEE

<tl

$P..~

:::1·
0

~~~ ~~

~~~ ~

1

I

6 000 00
'33 06

I 10, 305 00

. ..... .:....:..:..:.11, 16~~ 48i! 67, 379 07

.~ ~~~ =

.]~~~ oo I

100

oo

INDIAN
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B.-Statement of stock-a.ccount, exhibiting in detail the secu1·ities,

~c.-Continued.
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CHIPPEWA AND CHRISTJAX INDIANS.

Uniteu States registered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of 1867 ............................... ..
United States, registe red , loan of 1865 ........ .
United States, fuuded, loan of 181:31 ............ .

11, 775 4d

$1, 593 7~
267 28
588 77

42,792 60

2, 449 79

450, 000 00
1, 78l 90
2, 000 00

27, 000 00
106 91
100 00

$26, 562 38
4, 454 74

Total ...... .. .. . ............................ .
CHOCTAW GENERAL FU:ND.

State of Virginia, registered .................. .
United Stat.es, registered, loan of 1865 ........ .
United States, registered, loan of 1881 ......... .

6 .•.•••.... . .• .
(i

5

Total. ....................... . .......... .

453, 781 90 . 27, 206 91

CHOCTAW SCHOO!, FUND.

United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865,
· loan of 1867 ................................. .
United States, registered, loan of 1865 ........ ..
United States, registered, loan of 1881 ......... .

fi

............. .

6

5

Total. .................................. .

1, 427 20
16 928 00
32: 000 00

85 63
1, Ol5 68
1, 600 00

50, 355 20

2, 701 31-

20,000 00

1, 000 00

CREEK ORPHAXS.

· State of Tennessee .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . . ..
State of Virginia ' (Richmonu and Danville Railroad Company) ............................ ..
State of Virginia 1Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
Company) ................................... .
State of Virginia, registered certificates ..... ..
Un~ted States, r_egistered, loan of 18ti5 ... . .... .
Umted States, funded, loan of 1881. .......... ..

.............. ....... ....................
...................

.......... . .........

6 .............. ........... . ....................
6 ......................... ........ "\ ..
6 ........................ .....................
5 ........................ ......................

------ ----

Total. ................................. ..

3, 500 Or:l
9, 000
41,800
414
2, 301

00
00
16
09

210 00

540
2, 508
24
115

00
00
95
05

77, 015 25

---4, 397 90

53, 000 00
Bi, 000 00

5, 220 00

49, 283 90
52, 587 43
217, 371 8:2

2, 957 03
3, 155 25
10, 868 59

~---

DELAWARE GENERAL FUND,

State of Florida ...............•...............
State of North Carolina......... .. ....•.....
United States issue to Union P acific Railroad,
eastern division ........................... ..
United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865 . .
United States, funded, loan of 1881 ............ .

7 ............. .

6

6 ...................... ... .
6

5 ........ ................. .

3, 710 00

TotaL ........................ : ........................... ·:-.........
459,24315 25,910 87
=:::::::::::=-=======.:::=:::;:!:::':.=

===

DELAWARE SCHOOL FUND.

United States, funiled, loan of 1881 ............ .

1l, 00(1 00

550 00

lOW AS.

State of :Floriua ...•.•.................
State of Louisi ana .......................... ..
State of North Carolina ..................... ..
State of South Carolina ...................... .
United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865 . .
United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of 1867.: ....................... . ....... .
United States, funded, loan of 1881. ..... ...... .

...................... ......... ..........
.......................... .....................

.......................... ...................

........................ ................... .
......................... ......................

22, 000 00
9, 000 00
21,000 00
·a, ooo 00
5, 220 HI

1, 540
540
1, 260
1!'0
313

6 ........................ . ......................
5 ....................... ......................

7, 000 00
37, 832 02

420 00
1, 891 60.

105, 052 21

6, 144 81

Total. ................................. ..
KA~SAS

00
00
00
00
21

SCHOOLS.

United States. r egistered, l9an of 1865 ......... .
United States, r egistered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of 1867 .••.....................••........
United States, funded, loan of 1881 ....•........

6 .............. .
5

Tot al. ........................ , .. .......... .. : ....................... ..

1, 781 90

106 91

14, 430 16
11, 055 25

865 81
552 76

27, 267 31

1, 525 48"
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B .-Staternent of stock-account, exhibiting in ·detail the securities, cfc.-Continued.
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KASKASKIAS, PEORIAS, ETC.

State of Florin a .. __ .. _.. _.. _... __ ... _... _.... .
State of Louisiana ... _........ _............ , _..
State of ::-forth Carolina .................... ..
~tate of South Carolina .. _ ........ . ..... ,. __ ..
United States, registered. loan of 1865 . . . . .... .
United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of 1867 ................................ ..
United States, funded, loan of 1881 . __ .... _. _..

$16, 300
15, ooo
43, 000
3, 000
97

Total. ..... ------ .. ... ..................................... ------------

00

$1, 141 00

00
00

oo

9oo eo

04

2, 580 00
180 00
5 82

3 85
2, 647 03

132 35

80, 047 92

4, 939 40

20, 700 00
20, 711 97

1, 449 oo ·
1, 035 59

41,411 97

2, 484 59

128, 569 91

6, 428 49

19,000 00
8, 018 52
126,438 89

6, 321 94

153.457 41

7, 753 O:J .

23

KASKASIHAS, PEORIAS, ETC., SIJHOOL·FUXD.

State of Florida .... . .... _.·- - ___ ...•...... . .. .
United States, funded, Joan of 188 1 ... ....... ..

7

..... ............. ....... .

5

Total . ............ --· .. _.. __ .. .. _....... .
KICKAPOOS.

United Stltes, funded, loan of l BEll . : ........•.
MENOMOi'i'EES.

State of T ennessee ..... ... _.. ...... ......... ..
U nit ed States, regiRtered, loan of 18G5 ....... _.
United States, funded, loan ot 1881 ........... .

5 .............. . ......... ..
6
5

Total._ ...... ... _..... _.............. __ ............. __ .. , . .

======= ====== ======= ====.

OSAGE SCHOOLS.

Uniterl St.ates, registerPd, loan· of 1865 ....... _.
United States, funded, loan of 1881 ...•...... _.

6 ........................ ..

5

T otaL ...... ....... ............... ..... ..

ll, 236 63
34, ()00 00

374 20
1, 700 00

40, 236 63

2, 074 20

=-==-= ====== = ~-==== = =

OTI'AWAS AND CHIPPEWAS.

State of Tenn essee . ... .. .................... ..
'State of Virginia (Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
CompanrJ . .............. ··-····--· ·--····-··
United States, registered, loan of 1865 ... ... _..
United States, fund ed, loan of1 8~1 .......... .

950 00

~8111

6
6

5

·-- --··--···- ·
-...... --- .... -. ·----- --- . -·
. ..... ...... ..... . ...................
·-·-··-------- -··-------~

Total . .................................. .

1, 000 00

50 00

3, 000 00
8, 909 47
6, 300 00

180 00
534 57
315 00

19, 209 47

1, 079 57

4, 000 00
2, 813 31
70, ~80 48

200 00
168 80
3, 514 02

77, 093 79

3, 8 2 82

89, 618 57

4, 480 93

PO'f'fAWATOMIES-EDUCATION.

State of Indiana ... .................... . .... _..
United States, regi;;tered. loan of 1865 ........ ..
U nited t;tates, funded, loan of 1881 .......... ..

5 ....................... ..
6

TotaL_ ..... ---._ . .. _... __ ................ _............... .

==== ==-== ======= -=========

PRAlinE BAND OF l'OTTAWATOlHES.

United State , funded, loan of 13 1 ...... ..... .

.. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . ..

= = : =!= = = = = = = = = =

PO'ITA WA'f0)[!ES-1>ULLS.

nited States, re~istercd , loan of 1863 . .. • .. . ..
United States, fu.ndt!d, loan of 1 l . . .. . . .. .. ..

6 ................ _........ .
5 .. _........ _............ ..

Total ... -. - .. .... - . .. . .. ...... _....... __ . . _.. . .... _____ . . .
SACS AXD FOXE

Total

. ____ .. __ ...

17, 180 09

5 . ....... --·- ..... ------ ·-·-··

54,200 00
905 41

2, 710 00

55,105 41

2, 764 32

1

80 80

=-=-==== === =~=~==

OF TilE lU8 IS !Pl'l.

nited State. 10-40s . . _. ___ .. .... ... _..... .. __ .
United 'tates, registered, loan of l 65 .... ... ..

130 80
750 00

2, 180 09
15, 000 00

6

54 32

==========~=
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B,-Staternent of stoclc-account, exhibiting in detail the secu1·ities, 4'c.-Continued.
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~USSOURI.

United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865
United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of 1867.
United States, funded, loan of 1881. ........... .

$5, 100 00
7, 000 00.
9, 825 00

Total . . . . • . . . • • . . . . . . • • . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .

$306 00
420 00
491 25

21, 925 00

1, 217 25

3'7 17
40, 944 37

2 23
2, 047 22

40,981, 54

2, 049 45

1, 000 00
2, 621 60

50 00
157 30

6 ........................ ..
5

6, 761 12
4, 894 37

405 67
244 72

Total. ................... ·. ............ .. . .. .. . .. • .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . .. ..

15, 277 09

857 69

SE:\'ECAS.

.

==-:-= =====-- =======

United ~httes. regi.• tPrcn, loan of 1865.
United States, funded, loan of li:i81. .......... .
Total. ........ ...... ..................... . ................ ... ......... .
'SENECAS AND SHAWNEES.

United States 10-40s .......................... .
United States, registered, loan of 1865 ......... .
United StatP-s, registered, act of March·3, 1865,
roan of 1867 ........................ ~ ........ .
United States, funded, loan of 1881. .......... .

SENECAS-TONAWANDA BAND.

United States, funded, loan of 1881 ...... ..... .

•

= = = = = = = =I·= =
.. ........................ _

86,950 00

4, 347 50

5 ......................... .

4, 835 65

241 78

6 ......................... .

11, 688 47

701 30

SHAWNEES •

United States, ftinded, loan of 188 l
EASTERN SBAW~EES .

United States, registered , loan of 1865.

44

I
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C.-Statement of stocks held by the Tl'easur-er- of the United States in tt'l(,8t for the varioMs
Indian tribes, showing the amount now on hand; also abstracted bonds, for which Congress
has_made no appt•opriation.

P er Amount on
cent.
hand.

Stocks.

.
State of
· State of
State of
State of
State of
State of
State of
State of
State of
State of
State of

6
$168, 000 00 ................
7
132, ooo oo·
6, 000 00 ... $i," 000.00
5
6
37, 000 00 .................
6
8, 350 17 .................
50, 000 00
6 ........................
21, 000 ()Q
6
192, 000 00
6
125, 000 00 ...................
6
616, 000 00
12,000 00
5
1fi5, 000 00 ..................
66,666 66t .................. .
5!
698,300 00
6
86, 400 00 .....................
5
676, 450 00 ....................
6
399,950 00 .......... ..... .....
6
10, 000 00 ...................
6
280, 000 00 .................. .
6
1, 407, 200 00 . ....................

Arkansas ................................................... .
Florida ..•..•.••• .•...........•.• . .......•• . ..... .. ........•.
Indiana ..................................................... .
Louisiana ..................... . ........................... ..
Maryland .................................................. .
Missouri .......................... ... ..... .. .............. ..
North Carolina ........................................... ..
South Carolina ........................................ ... ... .
Tennessee .................................................. .
Tennessee ......................... . ........................ .
T ennessee .................................................. .

~~J:edfs:a¥e~i~b:4o~~:::

Amount of
abstracted
bonds .

:::~

:::::::::::::::::::::::: ·. : :::
:::::::::::::
United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865,loan of 1865 ......... ..
United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865, loa.n of 1867 ....•.•....
United States, registered, act of March 3, 1865,loan of 1868 ........•..
United States, issue to Union Pacific Railroad, eastern division ..... ..
United States, funde(lloan of 1881. ................................. ..

Total. ............................................. ·........... .. .... .. 5, 074, 316 83t

84, 000 00

D.-Statement of jt£nds held in .trust by the fJOVernment in lieu of investment.
6

~

'",..,

~~

~:

~~

""'""

~~-~
______________________________ ,____A_-__~___ ,__v_o_l_.

Page.

Jan. 20, 1825
Choctaws ............. ................ { June 22, 1855
Creeks .. ... ....... .......... . ... .... ... . Aug. 7, 1856
June H, 1866
July 15, 1870
Cherokees ... ................. ... ..... { June 5,1872
IowaR .................................. . May 7,1854
Kansas ..............................•.. June 14, 1846
Kickapoos ............................ .. May 18, 1854
Miamies of Indiana . .................. .. June 5, 1854
Miamies of Kansas ................... .. June 5,1854
Osages ................................. . June 2, 1825
Sept. 29, 1865
July 15, 1870
May 9,1872
Pottawatomies ....................... { June 5,1846
June 17, 1846
Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi .. ..• . Oct. 2,1837
Oct. 11, 1842
Sacs and Foxes of the M1ssouri . . . ..... . Oct. 21, 1837
Seminoles ..... .................... ... . .. Aug. 7, 1856
May 21, H~ 66
Senecas of :New York . ................ .. June 27, 1846
bawnees ............................. . ;\1a.v 10, 1854
Stock bridges and ::Uuusees .. . .. ......•. . Feb. 6, 1&71
\Vinnebagoes .... . .................... .. Nov. l, 1837
Jnly 15, 1870
Tabequache and other bands of Utes . . . Apr. 20, 187-!

236
614
701
786
362
228
1071
842
1079
1099
1094
242
687
362
91
854
541
596
543
702
757
35
1056
405
546
355
41

7
11
11
14
16
17
10
9
10
10
10
7

14
16
17

J9
7
7
7

11
14
9

10
16
7

16
18

~~

~8

~~

om
~of)
_s_e_c_.·l----~-P-·----II ----~----9
J$390, 257° 92 $19,512 80
3

I

.Amonnt of 5 per cent. funds, af! above
Lated, held by the Government iulieu
of inve tment ...... .................. .
Amount of annual interest .... ..

~
;:5,..;
1il ~

.e.• ;;;§

Statutes at Large.

rri::..

Tribes.

~

<)

~~

6
3

9
2
2
4
3
6
1

12
2
7
2
2
2
8
3
2, 3
3

4, 5
4
2

00
00
80
00
00
09
86
00
00
00
90

10, 000
33,758
36,087
2, 875
10, 000
4, 679
11, 062
2, 500
3, 456
15, 000
42, 000

00
40
44
00
00
05
89
00
00
00
1()

230, 064 20
200,000 00
800, OllO 00
157, 400 00
500,000 00
70, 000 00
118,050 00
40, 000 00
75, 804 46
804, 909 17
78, 340 41
500,000 00

11, 503
10, 000
40, 000
7, 870
25, 000
3, 500
5, 902
2, 000
3, 790
40,245
3, 917
25, 000

21
00
00
00
00
00
50
00
22
45
02
00

200, 000
675, 168
721, 748
57, 500
200, 000
93, 581
221,257
50, 000
69, 120
300, 000
''840, 003

J

. .. . .. 7, 39:3, 205 81 . .......... .

,

.............. ... ...

• Amount held in trust March 1,1877.

369, 660 26
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INDIAN AFPAIRS.
D No. 2.-Funds held by the government in lieu of abstracted bonds.
ui

~~

~!::

:f~

Tribes.

Statutes at Large.

c.l

-::s

]~

.,..,
~

Q)Ql

·~"'

-;:;f

oo
""'"

Ol>l<

::;E-t

-~!XI

cp+>cp

A

.....

..,

<t>>,
,.<:1,..
s:~"'

"'.n

~..:=:;:

-:;;

;:;

::lit)

0

Vol.

Page.

Sec.

~

s

~

<

~

Amounts brought forward from statement D .... . .••....•.. .••.•..••...•...•... $7, 393, 205 81 $369, 660 2fi
Kaska~kiaB,Peorias, &c ................... Julyl2,1862
12 .
539
14,86L 28
743 06
Delawares................................ July 12, 1862
12
5'l9
406, 571 28
20, 328 56
IQwas .................................... July 12, L862
12
539
66,735 00
3, 336 75
Total amount in lieu of investment ..................................... 7, 881, 373 37
Total annual interest on same........ .. .. . .. • .. .. .. . • .. .. .. • .. • • . .. .. .. .. • • .. .. .. .. .. ::!94, 068 £3

The changes in the account of funds held in lieu of investment are accounted for as follows, viz:
·
Amount reported in statements D and D No.2, November 1, 18i6 .. . . . . • • • $7, 996, 261 06
This fund has been decreased byAppropriations of Osage funds, act of January 12,
1877,$50,000, and by act of March 3, 1877,
$100,000; in all. ........................... . $150, 000 00
Winnebagoes, last of 30 installments of interest
having been appropriated on.... ... ••• . .. . ..
7:5,387 28
- - - - $225, 387 28
And increased byAmount held in trust for Pottawatomies, omitted
by error in form er statement ...... . . . • • . . . . . .
61, 940 35
Net proceeds of Osage lands from November 1,
1876, to March 1, 1877.... . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. ..
48, 556 2!
110,496 59
114,890 69
Total as before stated .......... --.... .. . . . . . .• .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. ..

7, 881, 373 37
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E.-Interest collectecl on United States bonds payable in coin, and premium realized on coin
sold.
Face of
bonds.

Fund or tribe.

Cherokee national fund .•••.•.•.••••.. $143,542
258,934
145,270
4, 075
145,270
258, 934
149,124
4, 075

65
26
83
00
83
26
26
00

Period for which interest
was collected.
Aug. 1,1876, to Nov.l, 1876
.July 1, 18i6, to .Jan. 1, 1877
Nov. 1, 1876, to Feb.1, 1877
May 1, 1876, to Nov. 1, 1876
Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
clan. 1,1877, to .July 1, 1877
May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877
Nov. 1, 1876, to .June3, 1877

Coin interest.
$1, 794
7, 76tl
1, 815
122
1, 815
7, 768
1, 864
144

Premium
realized.

28
04
88
25
88
04
05
35

$171 12
461 23
87 39
1177
119 17
396 24
96 70
!I 61

23,092 77

1, 353 23

- - ------

======= = =
Uherokee.school fund . ...............

62,555
3, 852
354,283
62,555
31,200
3, 852
62,555
354,283
66, 198
31,200
3, 852

781 95
68 Aug.l, 1876, to Nov.l, 1876
115 58
50 May 1, 1876, to Nov. 1, 1876
84 .July 1, 1876, to .Jan. 1,1877 . 10, 628 51
781 95
68 Nov. 1,1876, to Feb. 1,1877
780 00
00 Sept. 1, 1876, to Mar. 1, 1877
115 58
50 Nov.1, 1876, to May 1,1877
781 95
68 Feb. 1,1877, to May 1, 1877
84 Jan. 1, 1877, to July 1, 1877 10, 6:l8 51
827 48
70 Ma.v 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877
780 00
00 Mar.1, 1877, to Sept. l, 1877
20 91 .
May
1,
1877,
to
.June
3,
1877
50

- 1,-46521
26,242 42
= = ===

- - -·-

..
Ch~ro~ee

asylum fun.i ...•.•.........

67,675 27
67,675 27

9, 758
10, 2-22
209, 994
9, 758
10,222
9, 758
209,994
19, 425
10,222

77
50
94
77
50
77
94
44
50

Chickasaw national fund ............ 130,3112
~o. 100
5;)0
130,362
80, 100
130, 362
550
206, 099
78, 100
2, 003

82

Cherokee orphan fund . ... .. .........

.

Chippewa a nd Christia:1 Indians ..• _.

74 58
11 12
631 07
37 63
36 07
7 95
51 32
542 14
42 93
29 25
1 15

.July 1, 1876, to .Jan. 1, 1877
Jan. 1, 1877, to July 1, 1877

Aug. 1, 1876, to Nov. 1, 1876
May 1, 1876, to Nov.1, 1876
.July 1, 1876, to Jan. 1, 1877
No>. 1, 1876, to Feb. 1, 1877
Nov. 1, 1876, to May 1,1877
Feb. 1, 1877, to May I, 1877
Jan. 1,1877, to July 1, 1877
May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877
May 1, 1877, to .June 3, 1877

Aug. 1, 1876, to Nov. I, I 876
oo May 1, 18711, to Nov. 1, 1876
95 July 1, 1876, to .Jan. 1,1877
82 Nov. 1, 1876, to Feb. 1,1877
00 Nov. I, 1876, to May 1, 1877
82 Feb. 1,1877, to May 1, 1877
95 .Jan. 1,1877, to .July 1, 1877
70 May 1, 1 ~77, to Aug. 1, 1877
00 May 1, 1877, to June 3, 1877
00 May 1, 1877, to May28, 1877

11,775 48 Aug. 1, 1876, to Nov. I, 1876
31,01712 .July 1, 1876, to Jan. 1, 1817
11 ,775 48 Nov. 1,1o76, to Feb. 1, 1877
11,775 48 Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1,1877
31,017 12 Jan. 1, 1 ~77 . to July 1, 1877
11,775 48 May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877

2, 030 26
2, 030 26

120 55
103 56

l21
306
6, 299
121
306
121
6, 299
242
55

98
67
85
98
67
98
85
82
45

11
29
374
5
21
8
321
12
3

1, 629
2, 403
16
1, 629
2, 403
1, 629
16
2, 576
423
8

54
00
53
54
00
54
53
25
67
88

155 40
23129
98
78 42
165 21
106 94
84
133 64
23 30
49

147
930
147
147
930
147

19
51
19
19
51
19

14 03
5~ 25
09
9 66
47 46
7 64

2,449 78

141 13

- -22411
4, 060 52
= = =-=

·- - --

63
52
05
87

oa

00
35
60
05

-I3,- - · 787- 15
877 25
====

--12,736
- -48- - - 896
51
=== = =

- - - - ·-----

= = -==
Choctaw general fund ..... ..........

2, 000
1, 7 1
2, 000
2, 000
1, 781
2, 000

00 Aug. I, 1876, to Nov. 1, I 876
90 July 1, 1876, to Jan. 1, 1877
00 Nov. 1,1876, to Feb. 1,1877
00 Feb. 1, Jo77, to May 1, um
90 Jan. 1, 1877, to .July 1, 1877
00 May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877

25
53
25
25
53
25

00
46
00
00
46
00

.

2
3
1
1
2
1

39
17
20
64
73
30

---- ---206 92

12 43

====
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~c.-Continued.

E.-Inte1·est collected on United States bonds, payable in coin,

.

Face of
bonds.

Fund or tribe.

I Peiiodwas
for which interest
collected.

Coin interest.

Choctaw school fund .... : ............ $32, 000 00 Ang.1, 1876, to Nov.1. 1876
18, 355 20 .July 1, 1876. to .Jan. 1, 1877
32, 000 00 Nov. 1, 1876, to Feb.l, 1R77
32. 000 00 Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
18; :355 . 20 .Jan. l, 1877, to .July 1, 1877
:l~, 000 00 May 1, 1877, to Aug.1, 1877

$~00

550
400
400
550
400

Premium
realized.

00
fi6
00
00
66
00

$38
32
10
26
28
20

- - - ---2, 701 32

165 19

~=

'Creek orphans ........... .... . ...... ..

2, 301
414
2, 301
2,:JOl
414
2, 301

Delaware general fund ...... ..•...... .210, 300
52, 587
217, 371
217, 371
52, 587
217, 371

Delaware school fund . ....• ......... .

11,000
11, 000
11. 000
11, ouo

09
16
09
09
16.
09

Aug. 1, 1876, to Nov. 1, 1876
.July 1, 1876, to .Jan. 1, 1877
Nov.1, 1876, to Feb. 1, 1877
Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
.Jan. 1, 1877, to .July 1, 1877
May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877

00 Ang. I, 1876, to Nov. 1, 1876
43 .July 1, 1876, to ,Jan. 1, 1877
82 Nov. 1, 1876. to Feb. 1, 187i
82 Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
43 .ran. 1, 1877, to .July 1, 1877
82 May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877

00
00
00
00

Aug. 1, 1876, to Nov. 1, 1876
Nov. l, 1816, to Feb. 1, 1877
Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877

15
70
25
25
09
75

28 76
12 43
28 .76
28 76
12 43
28 76

========
2 74
74
1 39
1 89
63
1 49

-- - - -8 139 90
88
= = ====-=-====
2, 628
1, 577
2, 717
2, 717
1, 577
2, 717

75
6;>.
15
15
62
15

137
l:J7
1:J7
137

50
50
50
50

13 11
6 62
9 02
714

550 00

35 89

472
366
472
472
366
472

45
21
22
31
18
24

250
93
130
178
80
140

69
67
76
31
47
95

----- - - 13, 935 44
874 85
===== - : . = = =

-----=-=====- ==========

owas . •...............•.........•... . · 37,832
12, 2-20
37, 832
37,832
12, 220
37,832

02
19
02
02
19
02

Ang. 1, 1876, to Nov. 1, 1876
.July 1, 187fi, to .ran. 1, 1877
Nov. 1, 1876, to Feb. 1, 1877
Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
.Jan. 1, 1877. to .July 1, 1877
May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877

90
60
90
90
60
90

----- - 2, 624 80

=::=:

iK ansas schools, ..................... .

11,055
16, 21~
11,055
11, 055
16, 212
11, 055

K ickapoos . ... .... ...... .. .........•. 128, 569
128, 569
1\!8, 569
128, 569

25 Aug.1, 1876, to Nov.1,1876
06 .July 1, 1876, to .Jan. 1, 1877
25 Nov. 1, 1876, to Feb. 1,1877
25 Feb. I, 1877, to May 1, 1877
06 .Jan. 1, IS; 7, to .Jul.v 1, 1877
25 May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1,1877

91
91
91
91

138
486
138
138
486
138

19
36
19
19
36
19

1, 607:
1, 607
1, !>07
1, 607

12
12
12
12

P eo1 i as,

P1ank ~sbaws.

Weas,

and

.
IKaRkaRkias. Peorias. Weas,
Pian ktsbaws school fund.

and

2, 647
100
2, 647
2, 647
100
2, 647

20, 711
20, 7ll
20.711
20, 711

Aug. 1,1876, to Nov.1, 1876
NoY. 1, 1876, to Feb. 1, 1877
Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, H"/7
May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877

Aug. 1, 1876, to Nov; 1, 1876
Nov. 1, 1ti76, to Feb. 1, 1877
Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
May I, 1877, to A.ug. 1, 1877

13 18
28 88
6 65
9 07
24 81
717

153
77
105
83

27
34
47
37

------ ------

03 Aug. 1, 1R76, to Nov. 1, 1876
:>9 .July 1, 1876, to .Jan. 1, 1877
03 Nov. 1, 1876, to Feb. 1, 1877
03 F eb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
89 .Jan. 1, 1877, to .July 1, 1877 "
03 May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877

97
97
97
97

163 89

==

---------1, 525 48
89 76
=== ===

6, 428 48

af!kaRk ias,

10
77
76
03
70
53

419 45

====-====
===
33 09
3 15
3
33
33
3
33

03
09
09
03
09

18
1 59
2 17
15
1 72

138 42

8 96

258 90
258 90
258 90

12 45
17 00
13 43

------ - - - -

======
========
258 .90
24 69

- 1, 035 60
67 58
==== = =
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E.-Interest collected on United States bonds, payable in coin,

Fund or tribe.

Face of
bonds.

Menomonees ........ .................. $126,438
8, 018
126, 438
126,438
8, 018
126, 4.!8

~c.-Continued.

Period for which interest
was collected.

89 A.ug.1, 1876, to Nov. 1, 1876
52 July 1, 1876, to Jan. 1. 1877
B!l Nov. 1, 1876, to Feb. 1, 11377
89 Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
52 .Jan. 1, 1877, to July 1, 1877
89 May 1,1877, to Aug.l, 1877

Coin interest.
$1,580
240
1, 580
1, 580
240
1, 580

49
55
49
49
56
49

6, 803 07

34, 000
6, 236
34, 000
34, 000
fi, ~36
34,000

00
63
00
00
63
00

Aug.l, 1876, to ~ov.l, 1876
July 1, 1876, to Jail. 1, 1877
Nov. 1, 1876, to Feb. 1, 1877
Feb. 1,1877, to May 1, 1R77
Jan. 1,1877, to July 1,1877
May I, 1877, to Aug. 1; 1877

$150
14
7ti
103
12
81

73
28
06
72
27
99

----- ----====-

Osage schools ....................... .

Premium
realized.

425
187
425
425
187
425

439 05

====

00
10
00
00
10
00

40 53
1111
20 46
27 89
9 54
22 05

2, 074 20

131 58

---- ---

====-===== = =
Ottawas and Chippewas .. ·..•...... .. .

6,
8,
6,
6,

300
909
300
300
!:S, 909
6, 300

00
47
Oll

00
47
00

A. ng. 1, 1R76, to Nov. 1, 1876
July 1,1876, to Jan. 1,1877
Nov. 1, 187fi, to Feb. I, 1877
]'eb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
Jan. 1,1877, to July 1, 1877
May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877

78
267
78
78
267
78

75
28
75
75
28
75

7
15
3
5
13
4

51
8r
79
17
63
09

- - - ---849 56

50 06

878
84
878
87H
84
878

83
5
42
57
4
45

====== -====
Pottawatomies, edqcation ...........

70, 280
2, 813
70,280
70,280
2, !:<13
70,280

48
31
48
48
31
48

Aug. I, 1876, to Nov. 1, 1R76
1, 1876, to Jan. 1, 1877
Nov.1, 1876, to Feb. 1,1877
Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
Jan. 1, 1877, to July 1, 1R77
May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877
Jul~y

51
40
51
51
40
51

---- ---3, 682 84

=======
I'ottawatomies, mills ................

15,000
15, 000
2, 180
15,000
2, 180
15, 000

00
00
09
00
09
00

Aug. 1, 1876, to Nov. 1, 1876
Nov. 1, 1876, to Feb. 1, 1877
July 1, 1876, to Jan. 1, 1877
Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
Jan. 1, 1877, to July 1, le77
May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877

__.

78
01
23
65
3().
57

187
187
65
187
65
187

50
50
40
50
40
50

--880 80

238 59

~====-

17 88
9 02
~ 88
12 30
3 34
9 73

----56 15

=== = - =
Pottawatomies' general fund for Prairie band.

Sacs and Foxes of the Missouri . ..•..

89,618
89, 618
89,6 18
89,618

57
57
57
57

May
Nov.
Feb.
Ma.v

9, 825
12,100
9, 825
9, 825
12, 100
9, 825

00
00
00
00
00
00

Aug. 1,1876, to Nov.1, 1876
July 1, 18i6, to Jan. 1,1877
Nov. 1, 1876, to Feb. 1, 1877
Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
Jan. 1, 1877, to July 1,1877
May 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877

1, 1&76, to Nov.l, 1876
1, 1876, to Feb. 1, 1877
1, 1877, to May 1, 1877
1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877

1,120 ::n
1, 120 23
1, 120 23
1, 120 23

l06
53
73
58

83
91
51
11

---- ---4, 480 92
292 36
=-===== = = =·
e1
00
81
81
00
81

1171
21 55
5 91·
8 06'
18 52
6 37

1, 217 24

72 .12

27
1, 355
27
1, 355

1
62
1
50

122
363
122
122
363
122

- - - ----

== ==
Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi .••.

905
54,200
905
54,200

41
00
4l
00

July 1, 1876, to Jan. 1, 1877
Sept.1, 1876, to Mar. 1, 1877
Jan. I, 1877, to July 1,1877
Mar. 1, 1877, to Sept.l, 1871

16
00
16
00

611
67
39
!jl

- - - ---2, 764 32

116 48

= = =:x:===
Senecas ..............................

40, 944
40, 944
40, 944
37
40, 944

37
37
37
1i

37

Ang. 1, 1876, to Nov. 1, 1876
rov. 1, 1876, to Feb. 1, 1877
F e b.· 1, ltS77, t-o May 1, 1877
July 1, 1876, to July I, 1877
May 1,1877, to Ang. 1, 1877

511 80
511 80
511 80
!l 24
511 80

48 e1
24 63.
33 5!1
13
26 55

2, 049 44

133 7l

- - - - -----

=== ===

G7&

INDIAN AFFAIRS.
E.-Interest co.llected on United States bonds, payable in coin, &-c.-CoutinueJ.
Fund or tribe.

Period for which interest Coin interwas collected.
est.

Face of
bonds.

Senecas (Tonawanda band) .......... $86, 950 00
86, 950 00
86, 950 00
86, 950 00

Aug. 1, 1876, to Nov.
Nov. I, 1876, to J!'eb.
F eb. 1, 1877, to May
May 1, 1877, to Aug.

1.1876
1, 1877
l, 1877
1, 1877

$1, 08R
1, 086
1, 086
1, 086

88
88
88
88

Premium
realized.
$103
52
71
56

65
31
::!3
38 ·

-- 4,-347-52- - -283
67
- - - =========
~--

Senecas and Shawneel:l ...... . .......

4, 894
9, 382
4, 894
9, 382
4, 894
4, 894
1, 000
1, GOO

37
72
37
72
37
37
00
00

.Aug. 1, 1876, to Nov. 1, 1876
July 1, 1876, to Jan. 1, 1877
Nov. 1, 1876, to F eb. 1, 1877
Jan. 1, 1877, to July 1, 1877
Feb. 1, 1877, to May 1, 1871
},:f:ay 1, 1877, to Aug. 1, 1877
Sflpt. 1, 1876, to Mar. 1,1877
Mar . . l, 1877, to Sept. 1, 1877

61
281
61
2i:j1
61
61
25
25

18
48
18
48
18
18
00
00

5 83
16 71
2 95
14 36
4 02
3 17
1 16
94

857 68

49 14

--- ----

===-===== -==========
Shawnees .. .. ....... .... ... ... ........

4, 835
4, 835
4, 83'i
4, 835

65
65
65
65

.Ani!. 1, 1876, to Nov.
Nov. 1, 187ti, to Feb.
Feb. 1, 1877, to Ma_y
May I, 1877, to .Aug.

1, 1876
1, 1877
1, 1877
1, 1877

60
60
60
60

4!'i
45
4'i
45

5
2
3
3

76
91
97
13

---- ---241 80

15 77

350 65
350 65

20 82
17 89

701 30

38 71

=========== =====-====
E ,lstern Shawnees . ....................

l( 688 47 July 1, 1876, to .Jan. 1,1877
11,688 47

Jan. 1, 1877, to July 1, 1877

- - - -----

F.-Interest collected on United States bonds, payable in currency.
Fund or tribe.

Face of bonds

Cherokee national fund ....... ------ ....... .... .
Cherokee school fund . ... .. ............... ·-- - -.
Cherokee orphan fund . .. . ..................... .
Delaware general fund ....... _·_.... ... ........ .

$156, 638
51, 854
2-2, 223
49,283

Total. ............ ."•...•............ .. ....

I Periodwas
for which interest
collected.

··

56
28
26
90

July
July
July
July

1, 1876, to Jnly 1, 1877
1, 1876, to July 1, 1877
1, 1876, to July 1, 1877
I, 1876, to July 1, 1877

Amount
collected.
$9,398
3, 111
1, 333
2, 957

32
26
40
02

. 280, 0"00 00 - ••••••••••••••••• - •••••••• - 16, 800 00

G.-Interest collected on certain State bonds, the interest on which is 1·egula1·ly paid.
Fund or tribe.

Face of bonds.

I Peri?d
for which i~terest
1s regularly pa1d.

/

Maryland 6 pe1· cent. bonds.

· Chickasaw national fund . .' ....•............... .

.Amount
collected.

I,, 350

171 Jnly 1, 1876, to Od.

1,1877

$611 85

676

REPORT OF . THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

H.-Cvllections of interest made since November 1, 1876, falling due since July 1, 1876.

Period.
Fund or tribe.

Chickasaw national fund

Kind of bonds.

$6, 000

From-

To-

.July 1, 1876

.July 1, 1877

.Chickasaw national fund. 30, 720

.July 1, 1876

.July 1, 1877

Chickasaw incompetents.
Creek orphans ......... ..

100
210

.July 1, 1876
.July 1, 1876

.July 1, 1877
.July 1, 1877

Pottawatomies, education

200

.July 1, 1876

.July 1, 1877

Total....... . .. . • • . 37, 230 . .. . .. .. .. . . • . .. .. .. . . . . . . • .

Recapitulation of interest collected, premiums,

J·c.,

VirginiA, Richmond
and Danville Railroad.
512, 000 Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad.
2, 01)0 Indiana ........... .
3, 500 Virginia, Richmond
and Danville Railroad.
4, 000 Indiana .......... ..

$6,000

621, 500 .. .. .. .. .. . • . . . . . . . ..

37, 230

$100, 000

30,720
100
210
200

as per tables !tereinbefure gil/en.

Coin-interest on United States bonds, (Table E) ........................... $ l42,696 27
on Uni(ed States bonds, currency, (Table F) .. • • . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .
16, 800 00
Interest on paying State stocks, (Table G)...... . .. . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .
6ll 85
Intemst collected on non-paying bonds due since July 1, H376, (Table H)....
37,230 00
Intere~;t

Total interest collected during the time specified ...•.•...............
A.Jd premium on coin-interest on United States bonds ................ : .•..•

197,338 12
8,631 61

Total premium and interest carried to the credit of trust-fund interest
due various Indian tribes...... . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • • .. . . .. . . . . . . . .

205, 969 73

Statemmt of appropriations m'Lde by Conf(ressfor the year ending June 30, 1877, on non-paying stocks held in trust by the S ecreta1·y of the Interior for various Indian tribes .
..;
~

Bonds.

Annual inPrincipal. terest appropriated.

...~

~
Arkansas·.................................. .'......................... ·.••.
Florida .. .............................................................. ..
North Carolina ......................................................... .
South Carolina ......................................................... ..
T annesdee ............................ - .......................... · • · ... · ·
T.enneasee ........................... . ................ - ...... · ... ·••· · • ..

r~!!~~~: ~:::::::::::::::::::::::: -:: : : : : :::::::::: ~::::::: ~::: ~:::: ~

Total amount appropriated ....................... ................. .

6
7
6
6
6
5;1
5
6
6

$168,000
1:!2, 000
192,000
125,000
104,000
66,666
165, 000
5fl4, suo
37, 000

00
00
00
00
00
66i

00
00
00

................

$10,080
9, 240
11, 520
7, 500
6, 240
3, 500
8, 250
35, 688
2, 220

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

---94,238 00

Statement showing the approprial'ions1 whether in acc01·dance with treaty stip1tlations or otb.erwise, fm· the scveTal Indian tTibes and the Indian seTvice, for the
fiscal year ending June 30, U378; also the principal of bonds held in trust for Indian t1·ibes by the Treasurer of the UnUecl States, and of ju.nds placed in
the Treasw·y of the United States to their cTedit, and the amotmt. of intm·cst annually arisi.ng f1·om such boud8 ancl funds .
..:-~

.Appropriations-for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1878, in addition to interest on
stock aud funds held in trust.
-

<1)~

E.-c

Principal-

.,.,~~

o"'
0~ ~

!ClQ) ;:l

Tribes and fundt>.
Of stocks and
bonds held
iu trust.

Of funds in
the Treasury to their
credit.

Total.

~~~ -

Interest on
funds in the
Treasury.

a..-t::''
"'i'lq;)

~<2'5

Chippewas, Bois Fort baud. __ ....................................... __ ..

g~~~~:::: ~~ Jh~k:r~s~fs~~;i ~ :~~: ~::

:::: :: ::: : ~ :: .,. ··$52; 7iio ·iiii
$ 1, 167, 667 48(

:~: ~ ~: ::~:: ~ :::~ ~:

:::
::::::::::::::
Chippewas and Christian Indians ............. _........................ ·J
42, 792 60
Chippewa, Pillager, and Lake Winnebagosl1ish bands ................................. ..
Chippewas of ReJ Lake and Pe111bina tribe of Chippewas .............. .
Choctaws .............................................................. .
504, 137 10
Crows ................................................................. .
Creeks ............ --~--- ..................... .-......................... .
Creek orphans ................................................... .-..... .
77,015 25
Cherokees ................................. , ............................ . *1, 879, 55:J 81
Confederated tribes and bands of Indians in Midclle Oregon ...... ...... .
D'Wamish and other allied tribes in Washington Territory ............ .
Delawares ... .. ........................................ -- .............. .
Flatheads and other confederated tribes ......... __ ................. __ .. .
:Flatheads removecl to .Jocko reservation; special improvements in lieu
of 1n·oceeds of lands .......................... ; ...................... .

~~!i:sn~-~~-~,~~-t-~_e_c_~-~~~~-c-~: :~:: ::::: :~:: :::::::::::::::: ~::::::: ::::::

l(ansas Indians ................................. - ........ -- .. - ......... .
Kaskaskias, Peorias, Weas, &.c ..................... .
Kickapoos ............................................ -.- ... Klamatbs and Modocs ................................ - .. ------- .. - .. -•. .
Modocs in Indian Territory ...................... ·...
Makabs ............................................ .
Malbenr reservation, Indians on ..................................... .
Menomonees ................... ~ ... _........ ~ ......... - ....•....... - -.. .
* $83,000 abstracted bonds included.

Special.

H

Apaches of Arizona and New Mexico ..............•....................
.Apaches, Kiowas, and Comanches. __ ........ __ ............. _.... __ ..... .
Arapahoes, Cheyennes, Apaches, KiowaR, Comanches, and Wichitas ... ..
.Arickarees, Gros V"entres, and Mandans ....... ·............ .

NtrJ:A~~:~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~: ::::::: ~:::: ~:::: ~::::::::--- ·------------

'Fulfilling
treaties.

$1fl, 512 89
4:1, 758 40

42,200
3, 000
14, 100
. 1, 800
3J, ;oo

00
00
00
00

25, 5ti6
33,800
520
6~ 623
28: 920

66
00
00
00
00

w,

oo

$400, 000 00
240,.000 00
'85, 000 00
50, uoo 00

16,000 00

100,000 00

36,087 44
8, 100 00
11,950 00
20, 328 56
17,000 00

124,235
200,000
14, H6L
93, 581

00
00
28
09

6, 144
1, 525
7, 42:J
6, 4Z8

81
48
99
49

6, 211
ll' 000
'743
4, 679

5, 000 00
90, 000 00

75
00
06
05

10, 000 00

.8, 000 00
15, 100 00
7, 0 ,0 co
8, 600 00

153, 457 41

:::::::: ~: :::: 1· ..•• 1:753. ii3

I:::::: :::: ::: .I -.- i 6." i 79 "(6

t $4,980 interest appropriated onsame included.

20, 000 00

$400, 000 00
52, 700· 00
240,000 00
!'5, 000 00
50, 000 00
4~, 200 00
70, 479 07
14,100 00
17,800 00
33,700 00
2, 449 79
25 51i6 66
3:~: 800 00
59, 941 11
16~. 623 00
n, 678 4o
4, 397 90
145, 151 12
8, 100 00
11, 950 00
46, 7139 43
17,000 uo
5, 000
90, 000
12, 356
21, 525
8, 167
19, 107
1-\ 100
7, 000
8, 6(10
211,000
2:{, 932

00
00
56
48
05
54
00
Oil
00
00
11

~

z

t:::l
H

>
z
>
~
~

>
~

m

0';)

--1
--1

Statemfnt showi11g the appt·opriations, whethet· in accordance with tt·eaty stipulations or otherwise, jot· the several Indian t,-ibes, .J·c.-Continued.
..1~

<L.:O

P1incipal-

~~.

~!:'

00

Appropriations for t.he fiscal year ending
June :JO, 187tl, in addition to interest on
stock and funds held in trust.

§~
~
c o;l

Tribes and funds.
Of stocks and
IJonds held
in trust. ·

Of funds h1
the Treasury to their
credit.

2 .::l..cl
Q .........

IntereRt on
fnndsin the
Treabury.

$l, 1oo

:::: :... ......

8~~feess a'~it-:Mi;s~~;.i~s~ ·~~: ~ ~ ~: :~ ~: :~ :::~:: :::::::: ··--- · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·

a~~~~:I1s ·;~d- Qt;iileb·~ t~~:: ~ ~: ~ ~ ~ ~: ~::: ~:::::: .·::::::::::::::::::::::::

oo'

ii,'662.s9·/·- ·· ·9,'o4o· oo·

i , 5Uo oo

1, 079 57

183, 892 45

230, 064 20

: : : : : : : : : : : : : : I : : : : : : : : : :: : : :
9, 244 55
11, 503 2l
............. .. .. . ........ .
. •• . .••• •••••• . . .. .• •.••••• •

:::::: :::: :::::. :::. :::: :::::. ...... .. ......

.. ...... . .....

... --:: :::::: ·

'· ooo ou ···s;o, ooo oo
1

90, 840 00
25,800 00
36 700 uo
.. , ........... ,
IW: 300 00
fJO, 456 19 .. • .. ..... ...
.. ....... .....
9, 000 00

Ottawas and Uhippewas ........... .. ................ . .. .. ............. ..
Pawnees ...... .. .. .... ... ..... .. . ...... . ..... .. . .. .. .. ......•..........
Poncas ........... ............................. . ....................... ..
Pottawatomies ......... .... .. ........................... ..
Pottawatomies of Huron ... .

... ···i5:277 ·o9· ... ~~~·- ~~~ _~~

~:~::~:::. -~~8~~~- b;;~ci: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~::: ~:: :: : :::::::::

11: ~~~ ~~ ... -~~·- ~~~ -~~

.. •. •. . . . . . . . .
857 69
Senecas, Tonawanda band...............................................
8fi, 950 00 ... ........ ..
4, 347 50
241 78
701 30
Shoshones .. . ...... ... .... .......... . ........................ . ...................................... ..
..........
Shoshones and Bannacks ...... .. ............................................ . ..................... .. .... . .........
Six: Nations of New York ... . ... . . ... . . . .. . ....... . . ..... .. _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... _... . · • • · • • • • • , • • • •
Sioux of different tribes, including S~tutee f:?io nx: in the St.ate of N ebra sk a . .... .. . .. . . .. . .. .. ........ . .. .. .. .. . .. ..

Sisseton and ·wahpeton aud Santee Sioux of Lake Traverse and D evil's
Lake ... , .............................................................

::

.............. ..

i~l~r~~l~:r::;~::~~ ~:: ~ j::::::::::::: ~: ~~ ~: ~ ::: ~ ~ ~:: :~ :~::: ~:::::::. :~~::: 1-::: ;;:;,.:;;
1

~

i~: ;~~ ~~

~·. 144 44

6, 000 00

:...:::....
::::--::..::--::

400 00 .....~ ...... ..

2, UtiO UO .•••••.••.•••.
7,c00 LO ............ .

5, 902 50
6, OJO 00 . .•••..••..•• .
.. .. . .. .. . .. ..
~. UliO 00 ............ ..
....•.. - .... - .. . • ••. .. . -- ......• - ....•.••
9, 000 00
3, 000 00 ........ -... ..
. ............. .... ...................... ·.
..............
11,000 00 ............ ..
...... ....... .
70,811 00
5, 500 00
.. , .. , , ...... ,
4 I 500 00 . , , .. .. ..... .
.. .. .. . .. . .. ..
519, liOO 00 1, 025, 000 00

so. 000

00
40, 000 00
1' ~00 00
.•• • _. • • • • . • • . • • • • • • • . . . • . . .
!J, ~oo oo , .•••.•.. _....
... - • - . . . . . • . 1
3, 790 22 1. - - •...•.... - .
__ .. _.. __ ____ _ __ ........ __ ..

. - •.. - ...... . ..... - ...•.. - . .
.. -- .................... - .. .

$ 1, 100
11,062
11,540
3, OliO
20, 000
90,840
lt5, ~0 0
i;ti, 700

Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi . .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. . .. .. ..
55, 105 41 1, 000, 000 00
2, 764 32
50, 000 00
1, !JOO 00
1, 000 00
1, 2 17 ~5
7, 870 00
:;00 uo . . .......... ..
Sacs and Foxes of the Missouri.........................................
2 1, 925 00
157, 400 00
:Seminoles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
570, oou 00 ..• - . - . ... . - . .
2d, 500 00 .•• - . - - . . • . . . . . - .•. - - ••...•.
Senecas . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . • .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. .. . .
40, 981 54 ............ .
2, 049 45 . - ••. •. - ... - . .
2, 660 00

~:~:~:: ~;~~sra;~~~s-:::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

0

Special.

o-:i

. ....... - 1- · ·:

Molels ......... . ........... ..... .. .. . . . ... ..... ......... . .. .
:Mixed Shoshones, Ba.unacks, and Sheepeaters .......................... .
NaYajoes .. . .............. .. .... ....... .... ............................ ..
Nez .Pere6a ·----- ........... ..... .... ....... ........ ................... ..
Northern (.;beyenoes and Arapahoes .............. . ... ....... .. . ..... ..
Omahas .......................................... .

t?::l

'"0

·Fulfilling
treaties.

H

:Uliamies of Eel Hivcr ... ...

~~;~:~:::~f.{£~~::~:.~~~~::~~~ ~~~~:::~::- ...........

~

T ulal.

QCli

~~~
' - 0 (])

0":1
-.:)

20, 300
b2, 5:.!0
15, 000
1, Oi!J
54,200
15, 500
2!:1 b!J:.l

'400
2, OtiO
7, 800
54, 764
!J 287
21-: 5UO
4, 70<1
11, 90:.!
~. 917
4, 347
5, 241
70l
11, 000
76 3ll
4: 500
1, 54-l, 600
80, 000
4u, ·cou
l , 200
!1, 200
::!, 790

00

0

l'%j

b9

uo
00
00
00
uo
uo
00
39
00
57
00
00
20
00 .
00
00
32
25
011

45
50
(i9

50
78
:.Ul

00
00
00
00
00
ou
(,U

00
2:.l

1-3

:=l
t?::l

rr..
tr:

a

~

t?::l

p,:
~

~

0

~

t-3

;:r:
t_'l:j
H

zt-3
t?::l

pj
H

0
~

~f~~ae~~:~:~-~~!.~~~: ~~~ -~-~~-t~~l_a_ ~~-~~~~~ ::::::::::::::::: ~:: :::: :::::·

::: ::::::::::::- ···Sd3:2~9- 58 :: ~:::: : :::: :: .... 44: i62' 47 ·
\Vichitas, and other affiliated bands, for colonizing and support .... ___ . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .......... .

~ ~1:~::~~:~:-ii ~~~ff~~~i~:~:: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::;:: ::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::.

3

ml~~ !i~llll~ ~}l~~t~f~~ +. H~ ~ H:: ·~ ·:\~-:: \•·····: ..·• ••.• ·~: ·~ ~ - ~ ·: ::: ···.:: •·• ~ •::· ·: •::••.: ···.·: .: ·:.. ·:

Indian sen·icein N ewMexico ....................................................................... . ........................ .

~~il~~ [~!E ~~ ~~~;~~~:tE~~·L :·: :~::::••: ••:.::::•: : •.: ••••••·: : :•. : : :

.: : : •:•:•.:•:.: : : : •: •

:For Indian civilization and subsistence in Ceutrn.l Superintendency . ... . .... _... _... .......... . _. .. . .

. .. .. ......... . , ..... _...... .

l!i ~f1W~t~Ii~;r!~:ri~~l:t;Ul· : ••\: :. :\: ~·\ \ i••.:•l.•\ \ . :. :\ \ \ \ \ .•:\ \ \ •\ ·
1

• ::\\ ••

For incidental expenses of Indian ser.vice in Central Superintendency_.

. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . • . .

1

::: :::::: ::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::
For pay of Indian inspectors ........................................ - - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... - . . . . . . . . . ...... - - .. - .
For pay of inte rpreters .. ____ .................. __ ....... __.. __ .. _........................ _ . .. _.... _. _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
For e:x penses of Indian inspectors ...................................... .. ....... ....... ·. ........ ..... .. ..... . .....
For expenses of Indian commiRsioners. __ _... _.. _. ............ __ ............... _....... _._ . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .
For expenses of collecting statistical and historical data of Indian tribes . ..... ........ ... ... .. . . _... .................
Transportat-i on of Indian supplies ................. _.................... . ..... .. _. ....... .............. .......... _.. .

~~~;·Jr~~~~~ri~ah:!~ ~~~~r~hthffi~~~- ~ ~~i-~~ ~ ~:: ~ ~ ~: ~::::: ~ ~: :~::::::: :

\:.!::

. ... . . . . - .... .. ........... .

i:~~ ~~; ~f :~~:~i~~:~~:~~ r~r~:~;[! .~-t~~~~~~~~~~~-e-~~-~-: ::::::::::::::::

~ ~::

720 00

720 00

Utes, Tabequache band ........... .. ...... ····-·············-······· ................................. ............. . . .... ....... .
Tabt~quache, Muach"', Capote, Weeminuche, Yampa, Grand River, and
·
Ui ntah bands of Utes . _.. . .... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
500, 000 00 . • • • . . . . . . _.
25, 000 00

~:::

:::: :::::
. .. - .. - •....
. .. _.... . .. .
. .... .. .... .
. .......... .
........... _.
. .... . _... __

~:: :

:: :::::::::::: ;: :::::::: ::
::::::::::
:::::: :::::::
Hupport of schools not otherwise provided for ..............•......................... . ....... _... _....... : . . _.... . . ........... .

~~t~1~~;Iff.~llf~;t~f~5~tf~~~lon·.:.:.·:·:. : :. :·\· :·~· .• •·•· • · · ·:· •·• ·• \• • • \• · ·~ · · · · · \j:·

78, 020 00 ........................
15, 500 00 ..................... ..
............. .... .... .
25,000 00
2~. 400 00 .....................
25,000 00
25, noo oo
4, 000 00
15, 000 00
3, 000 00
6, 000 00
10, 000 00
20,000 00
15, 000 00
10, 000 00
10, 000 00
1, 000 00
20, 000 00
::!0, 000 00
500 00
15, 000 00
101, 700 00
6, 600 00
3, 400 00
4, 000 00
2, 000 00
2, 000 00
9, 000 00
29, 700 00
5, 0:10 00
15, 000 00
2, 500 00
219, 000 00
I, 000 00
2, 500 00
30, 000 00
5, 000 00
:J, 184 S5
10, 000 00
25, 000 00
500 00
33, 1:l3 96

Payment to Kaskaskias. Peorias, Weas, and Piaukeshaws for land s sold
to Indian Miamies of KIJ,nRas . _......... -..... .. ..... - ... - ... --- - -... -. - -- ............ . , ............ - . . ---- · · · · · · · · · ' · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
Settlement, sobsiRtence and support of Shoshones and Bannacl's and
other bands iu Idaho and ooutheastern Oregon ...... - ... -- .. ... . . .. . .
Total. ............•...........•.....•...........•.................

5, 157,316

S:Jil 7, 881,373 37

293,

61~

96

394, 068 63

1

101, 020
15, 500
44, 162
25, 000
22,400

00
00
47
00
00

........................ ....

...........................

........................
................... ....

-------------·------ ............

...........................

............................
........... .. ..............

...... .. ...............

............. . ............
........ .. .. .... ............
............. .. ... ........

......... .................

...........................

-------------... ...... . ................
... ......................
. ...... ........... .. .. .
.......................
------ .............
............... .. .
..................

-------- ------

.....................
....................
................. . .......
....... ........ ... ....
..... ..................

zc;
......

>

z
>
"l:j
~

>
......

:::0

-·00

--------------

......................

......................
......................
... ........................
..... .......... ... .....
. ............ .... ......

....................... .

::: :~: :~ ~ ---. ~~~.-~~~-~~
1, 538, 614 16

1

2, 883, 110 54

1

5, 109, 466 29

m
-.)

~
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Thf" receipts and disbursements since November 1, V376, as shown by the books of
this office, ou account of sales of Indian lands, inclurling receipts from sales made under
the direct.iou of tile General Land Office, are exhibited in the following statement:
Appropriations.

Pror.erds of Sioux: reservations
in .M innesota and Dakota.
Proceeds of \Vinnebago re::;ervations in Minnesota.
Fulfilling treaty with Cherokees. proceeds of lands.
Fulfilling treaty with Cherokees, proceeds of school-

I

Ant• and t.o&ti,..

On hand No- Amountrevewber 1, ceiveddur1876.
ing year.

12 Stat., 819, :tct
$9, 165 fl5
March 3, 1863.
Sees. 2 and 3, act
799 25
of Feb. 21, 1863.
Cherokee strip ................. .

Treatiefl of Feb.
27, 1R19, and Dec.
29, 1835.
Pavment to L'Anse and Vieux Act of June 22,
de S.;rt Chippewas f01·land::;.
1874, 18 Stat., 140.
Fulfillin~ treaty with Iowas, Royalty on coal ...
proceeds of lands.
Ftllfilliug treaty with Kansas, Art. 4, treat:v of
Oct. !>, 1859, 12
proceeds of lands.
Stat., 1112.
Fulfilling treaty with Kaskas- Treaty of Feb. 23,
1867 (10 sections.)
kias, proceeds of lands.
Fulfilliug treaty with Meno- Treaty of Feb. · 11,
1!~56, 11 Stat., 679.
- monees, proceeds of lands.
Fulfillin,g treaty with Miamies Act of March 3,
1873.
of Kansas, proceeds of lancls.
Fulfilling treaty with Omahas, .Act of July 31,
proceeds of lands.
· 1872.
Fulfilling treaty with Osages, 2d art. treaty Sept.
29, 1865, 2d sec.
proceeds of trust-lands.
act July 15, 1870.
Proceeds of New York Indian Acts of Feb. 19:
1873, and June 23,
lands in Kansas.
1874.
Fulfilling treaty with Poth- Treaty FAbrnary
27, 1867, 15 Stat.,
watomies, proceeds of lands.
532.
Fulfilling treaty with Stock- Treaty :February
ll, 1856, 11 Stat.,
bridges, proceeds of lauds.
679; act of Fellruar.v 6, 1871, 16,
Stat., 404.
Fulfilling treaty wit.b Winne- 2d art. treaty 1859,
act Februarv 2,
bagoes, proceeds of lands.
1863.
•
On account of claims of set- .Act of March 3,
tlers on Round Valley In- 1873, 17 Stat., 633.
dian r eservation in California, restored to public lands.
Fulfilling treaty with Chero- Transfer for sale of
kees, proceeds of Osage di- lands tu Osnges.
(See Osages.)
minished reserve lands in
Kansas.
Fulfilling treaty with Dela- 2d art. treat.y Jnly
4, 1866, 14 Sta.t. ,
wares,- .proceeds of lands.
(Refundment by Agent 794.
Pratt.)
Fulfilling treaty with Kick- Treaty of June 28.
1862, 13 Stat.. 623.
apoos, proceeds of lands.
Fulfilling treaty with Sacs and TreatyMar.6.1861,
Foxes nf Missouri, proceeds 12 Stat., 1171.
of lands.
Fulfilling treaty with Shaw- ActR of April 7,
nees.
1869, and Jan. 11,
1875.

223 78

$13, 302 45

Disbursed Onhandi\oduring the
vPmller 1,
year.
1877.
$12, 494 18

210 00 .......... ..
2,·021

3~

$9, 974 12
1, 009 25

. - .. ....... .

2, 021 38

99 40 .... ...... ..

323 18

land<~.

20, 000 00

20,000 00 ··••·· ..... .
28 30 ......... ..
9, 859 7tl

28 30

3, 230 64

13,090 42

:::o

96 7a

7, 875 50

16,800 41

11,905 58

12,770 33

10, 108 99

6, 047 57

4, 103 47

12, 053 09

712 26 . - - - . - - .. - - . . -- - -.... - ..

712 26

787 2e .......... ..

1, 003, 903 R.1

184, 202 48

~690

73, 609 69 1, 114, 496 60

614 07 ·----- ......

4, 058 .06

3i', 767 63 ------ ...... ------ ......

32,767 63

. 171 93 .... ........ ............

171 93

20,610 37 ·-· --- -----· ........... .

20,610 37

3, 443 99

500 00 .......... -.

1, 094 37

eo ................ ........

721,748 80

105 64 ............ ............

1C5 64

594 37

721,74a

1 08 . - - - - - . - • - . • . • - - - - . - - - - •

1 08

24717 ............ ............

247 17

400 00 ... - .. - .. - .... ---- .. --..

400 00

.. Re-1mbur~:~ed the Unitetl States for overpayments made to said Indians.

Statement showing invest?nents in securities other than stocks of the United States since Sept(;'lnber 11, 1841, when·ancl by 1vlwrn such investments were rnade, and
the amount and period fo1· which dejanlt has been 1nade in the payment of interest; also of other investments made prio1· to said date, but fm· which in tm·est is
due and 1wpaid, and of bonds abst1·acted fron~ the Cltstody of the Sem·etary of the Interior, 1vith the amount of inte1·est due thm·eon .

State and fund.

Amount o1
stock.

Date of
treaty.

Date of purchase.

Period for which interest
is due.
From-

.A1·kansas 6s.
Chickasaw national fund

$90,000 00

................................... May

24, 1831 Feb. 27, 1839 Jan.

To-

.....
0

0),.<::1

.

- ~~

§~

o"'

s~
..q''"'

.g ~ .
"Psi
5o.:2

<

1, 1842 July 1, 1876 $186,300
$186,300 The bonds of the State of Arkansas, orig·
iuallyrurchased February 27, 1859, were
funde in 1873, in accordance with the

.
I

Flm·ida 7s.

1

1, 000
1, 000
11,000
{
1, 000
Cherokee school fund ....
6, 000
Delaware genentl fund ...
53,000
lowas ................... .
22,000
16,000
Kaskaskias, Peorias, &c.
21,000
Kansas 7s.

Cherokee national fund ..

f

Iowas ....................
;Kaskaskias, Peorias, &c .

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
QO
00

Remarks.

s<~::w

1

Secretary of the ~
Interior.
...... rlo ...........
..... . do ...........
...... do ...........
...... do ...........
...... do ...........
...... do ...........

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
May
May
May
May

29, 1835
29, 1835
29, 18:15
29, 1835
29, 1835
6,1854
17,1854
30,1854
30,1854

Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

4, 1857
4, 1857
4, 1i:l57
4, 1857
4,1857
4, 1857
4, 1857
4, 1857
4, 1857

17,600 00 .. .... do ........... May 17, 1854 Dec. 20, 1861
24,000 00 .. .... do ........... May 30,1854 Dec. 20, 1861

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
July

1, 1861
1, 1861
1, 18u2
1, 1861
1, 1862
1, 1862
1,1862
1, 1862
1, 1862

July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

1, 1876
1, 1876
1, 1876
1, 1876
1, 1876
1, 1876
1,1876
1, 1876
1,1876

1, 085 ...........
1, 050 . .............
11,165
1, 085 ...............
6, 0\10 .............. .
53,795 ...............
22,330 ............
16, 240 . .............
20,580 .............
133,420

brovisions of an act approved Decemer 13, 1872, (17 Stat., 397,) in new bonds,
and the interest then due from said
State was also funded by the issue of
bonds; but as the State is in default for
interest on the said new bonds, the full
amount of interest due on the original
investment is shown in this statement.

............... 6

~

ztj
~

z>
>

""j
~

>

~
'11

---

September .1, 1876, and in.. . .................. ................... .......... ............. {Redeemed
vested in five per cent. United States
................ ................... . ....
funded loan of 1881.
·

LottiBiana 6s.
Cherokee national fund ..
11,000 00 .. .... do
Cherokee school fund •••.
2, 000 00 . ..... do
Iowas ....................
9, 000 00 .. .... do
{
5, 000 00 ...... do
Kaskaskias, Peorias, &c .
10,000 00 ...... do

...........
...........
...........
...........
...........

Dec.
·Dec.
May
May
May

29, 1835
29, 1~35
17, 18!i4
30,1854
30,1854

Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oc.t.
Oct.

4,1857
4, 1857
4, 1857
4, 1857
4, 1857

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Oct..

1,1873
1,1873
1,1873
1,1873
1,1873

July
July
July
July
July

1,1876
,1, 1876
1, 1876
1, 1876
1,1876

North Carolina 6s.

Che~okee

national fund .. { 21, O:.JO 00 ...... do ........... Dec. ~9, 1835 Oct.
7, 000 00 .. " ... do . .. .. .. .. .. Dec. 29, 1835 Oct.

Apr. 1; 1861 Apr. 1, 1868
4, 1857i Oct. 1,1868 July 1, 1876
4,1857 July 1,1873 July 1, 1876

1, 760 .... ~ ..... -- .
320 .............
1, 440 ..... .......
800 . ..............
-1,650 ............
5, 970

---

8, 820 . .........
9, 765 ........
1, 260 ... ~ ....

0':>.
00
t-'

Statements showing im1esbnents in securUie~ other than stocks of the United States sit1ce September 11, 1841, 9·c.-Cont.inued.
I

Cll..Q

'H

Statu nud fund.

I Pndodf"

I Amonntof
I
stock.

I

Date of
tr·eaty.

I

whioh inte"''

is due.

Date of
purchase.
From-

I

0

i:!<:;>

-.3

'0~

§s.S
oo~

~-S

$l:J, 000 00 Sec. of the Interior Dec. 20, 1835 Oct. 4,1857 July 1, 1873
May 6,1854 Oct. 4, 1857 ~ Oct. 1, 1873
Apr. 1, 1Stil
Delaware ~rneral
7, 000 00 .•.•.. do ..... . ...•.. May 6, 1854 Oct. 4, 1857 { Oct. 1, 1868
Oct. 1, 1872
1, 1860
r 17, ooo 0(1 . .... . do ........... May 17,1854 Oct. 4, 1857 { Oct.
Oct. 1, 1868
Iowas .. ...... . ... . ...... I\
Oct.
1,1860
4, 000 00 . ..... do ..•........ May 17, 1854 Oct. 4, 1857 {
July I, 1873
l:l, 000 00 ..... do ........ . .. May 30,1854 Oct. 4,1857 Apr. 1,1873
. ..... (10 ........... May 30,1854 Oct. 4, 1857 July 1, 1873
K U.S 1l"nS Iil!IS,
.
p c lll'lUR,
.
X.
I
2,
000
00
c'C. · ") 1!), 000 0(r
...... do ......•.... May 30, 1854 Oct. 4,1857 Oct. 1, 1tS73
l 18, 000 00 . ..... do ... •..... . May 30,1854 Oct. 4,1857 A.pl'. 1, 1874
I

j f 80, 000 00 ...•.. do ....... . ...
fnud . . - 1
l

f

.Tuly
July
Apr.
Apr.
July
Avr.
July
Jau.
July
July
July
July
July

1, 1876
1, 1876
1,1868
1, 1872
l, 1876
1, 1868
1,1876
1, 1!:>61
1, 1876
1, 1876
1, 187li
1, 1876
1, 1876

Suuth Carolina 6s.
Cherokee national funll ..
Cherokee s chool funLl .•..
Iowas . ......... .. .. . .... .
Kaslmskias, Pe01·ias, &c ..

1'enn essee.

118,000 00 ..... do ..••....... Dec. 29, 1's35 Feb. 4, 1858 { July 1, 1fl60
July 1, 1871
1, 000 o. ...... do ........... Dec. 20, 1'335 Feb. 4, 1858 { July 1, 1860
July 1, 1871
3, 000 00 ..... do ........... May 17,1854 F eb. 4, 1858 { July 1, 1860
July 1, 1871
3, 000 00 ...... <lo .... . ...... May 30, 185~ F eb. 4, 1858 { July 1, 1o60
July 1,1871

.

1, 1867
1, 1876
1, 1867
1, 1876
1, 1867
1, 1 8 ~6
1, 18u7
1, 1876

}125, 000 00 Secretary of War .. Dec. S29, lf\35 July 21, ':.J6 { Jan.
Jau.
Jan.
Chicknsaw national fun<l, 1104, 000 00 S ec. of Treasury .. May 2~, 18:J4 Oct. -, '511 Jan.
Jan.
ti per ceut.
512, 000 00 . ..... do ........... May 24, 183~ Oct 1, 1851 ,Jan.
66, 666 66 ...... do .................. May 24,1834 Mar. 3, 1837 Jan.

1, Ui6L
1, U:lti9
l, 1861
1, 1869
1, 1875
1, 1861

<:!1

49,560
35, 400
420
300
1, 260
900
1, 260
900

--

. .......... . . .
........... -.
............ ..... . .........
............. . .
~

... ..... .. ..

................

~

tr.j

"'0
0
~

1-:l

0

l'%j

.........

t-3

. .. .... .. .... .

tr.j

......... .... ....
...... . ........
... .. ..... .. ...
$64, 490

0

. .............

t-3

... . ...... . .

~

00
tr.j

~
tr.j

...............

~
~
~

..............

0

.................

.. ...................

...............
..............

••••••w••

90, 000

.

.Tan.
July
_Jan.
Jau.
July
Jau .

1, 11'66 31, 250 . ..............
1, 1876
4ti, 815 ................
1. 1868
43,680 ·-··-·--·
1; 1874
31, 200 .................
9, 360 .................
1, 1876.
1, 1866 153, 600 .... . . ......... . . Received in exch ange for Alab am a 5 p er
cent. stoc ks vurch ased in 1836 and 1837.
1, 1861 July 1, 1876
54, 520 .. . ............

~:~: ~:1~~~ ~~~y

1, 1866
1,1876
1, 1o66
{ 4, 000 00 ...... do . . .. . . .. . .. Sept. 3, 1836 Apr. 13, '53~ ~:~· ~· ~~~~ ~~Y 1, 1876
Menomonees,5s ....... ... l
Jau' 11 1861 Jan 1, 186G
15, 000 00 ...... do . .. .. . .. .. . Sept. 3, 1836 Apr. 13, '53 { July 1; 1868 July 1, 187ti

· Creekorphans, 2porcent.

--

Rema r ks.

l'%j

t-3
~

tr.j

Ch<>rokee national fund,
5s.

Chickasaw national fuud,
5! per ceut.

Julv
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

$2,340
13,200
2, 940
1, 470
1, 575
7, 650
7, 905
6U
720
1, 5;.!0
360
2, 475
2, 430

t.!)

S<l::cn

-llorokoe school fund ...

0':>
00

-+"Cl)

-+""'
I'< C)

;:l fi)
o ....

To-

I

20,000 00 Sec.oftheinteri01: May 21,1832 Apr.13,'53{

5, 000 ..... .. . . . .....
7, ;,;oo .... ....... . .....
1, 000 . .. . . ........ .... ..
1, 500 . ........ ..........
3, 750 ...............
6, 000 .........

H

2:
t-3
trl
~

H

0

~

Ottawas a nn Chippewas,
5 per cent.

5

1, 000

ooi______ do- ---------- 1Mar. 28,1 836

.Apr.13,1853{ .Jan.
Jan.

I

1, 1861 J ao . 1, 1866
1, 1868 .r uly 1, 187ti

300 .......... .
510 ...............
396,045

--~

I

Virginia 6s.

Ja n.
Dec. 29, 1835 July 9, 1860 { J an.
J a n.

1, 1861 .Ja n. 1, 1867
1, 1867 J an . 1,1870
1, uno Jul y 1,H!76

.Jan.
<lo ------··-· · .Jan. 17, 1837 July 9, 1860 { Jau.
.Jan.

1, 1861 .Jan. 1,1867
1, 1867 Jan. 1,1870
1, 1870 July 1, 1876

90, 000 0.'1 - ___ . do .. __ ______

Cherok ee national fu n d . ,

I
Choctaw general fund ....

450,000

oo

1

••••••

Creek orphans ......... _

I

I

Creek orphans .... . ... . .
Otta,vas and Chippewas ..
Chickasaw national fund

.Jan.
.Jan.
J an.

1, 1861 .Jan. 1, 1867
1, 1867 ,Jan. 1, 1810
1, 1870 July 1, 1876

I

I
Cherokee schCiol fund ...

May 24,1832 .July 9, 1860 ~

I

\

l

3, 500 00 ..... ,. do ..........

May 24,1832 July 1, 1e51 .......................

1, 000 00 ...... do .......... . Dec. 29, 1835 .July 9, 1860 .Ja n.

P, 000 Ou ..... . do ........... May 24, 1R32 .July 9, 1860 J an.

....................... .

1, 1861 July 1, 1876

1,1861 July 1,1876

t3, roo oo ...... <lo ........... Mar. 28, 1836 July 9, 1860 .Jan. 1, 1861 .July 1, 1876
100, 000 00 Sec. of Treasury .. May 24,1834 Oct. 1, 1851 ......... . ..... ..... . .........................

Missouri. ...............
370, 000 00 Sec. of the Interior ...................... -,1857 Jan. 1, 1861 July 1, 1876
North Carolina . ... . ..... . 3:\7,.000 00 •.•••• do . .........·. .............. .. ........ . - - -,1857 .Jan. 1,1861 July 1,1876
Tennessee .............. __'-"· 000 Oil ~ ---- __ do _---- ____ .. ......................... - - - , 1857 Jan. 1,1861 .July 1, 1876
Total stock s ....... 3, 033, 566 66

J$100,000
Alabama 5 per cetlt. stocks, purchased March 7, 1837, were exchanged

in .July, 1851, for $90,000 in stocks of
the Jam"' River and Kanawha Canal
Company; these latter were exchanged, .July 9, 1860, for a like amount
of stocks of the State of VirgiDia.
( $500,000 Alabama 5 per cent. stocks,
purchased .January 1, 1841, were exI
changed in .July, 1851, for $450,000 in
162, 000
otooka of thO Jam"' Rivac and K~
*27, 000
nawha
Canal Company; these latter
175, 500
were exchanged, July 9, 1860, for a
like amount of stocks of the State of
Virginia.
( $46,444 Alabama 5 per cent. stocks,
purchased November 1, 1836, were
exchanged in .July, .1851, for $41,800
1;1, 048
~
in
stocks of the .James River and
*2, 5: 8
Kanawha Canal Company; these lat16, 30;<
ter were exchanged, .July 9, 1860, for
·
a like amount of stocks of the State
l of Virginia.
........... . . ............. . Received in exchange for Alabama 5 per
cent. stocks, purchased in 1836. Interest paid regularly. ·
9~~(l .................
Rece ived in exchan.ge at same time and
in same manner as the $90,000 above
noted, belonging to the Cherokee national fund.
8, 370 .............. Received in exchange at same time and
in same manner as the $41,800 above
noted, belonging to the Creek orphans.
2, 790 ............ .
Received in exchange for .Alabama 5 per
cent. stocks, purchased in 1836 and 1837.
483, 34t
344, 100 344, 100 Bonds abstracted from the Department
332,010 332, 010
between .July 1, 18ti0, and .January 1,
132, 990 132, 9fJO
1861.

1
1
I

(

II 41, ~oo 00 ...... do . ......... .

32, 400 ..............
' '5 400
35:100

Total interest .......................

......................... ........................ .. .......................

I

~

ztj
1-1

II>

z

II>
~
~

II>
~
~

?1

1

2, 168, 673

* 2 per centum-the St.ate having paid 4 per centum per annum from January 1, 1867, to .January 1, 1870.
t $:j,OOO Michigan stocb. purch a!'- ed September ~9. 18313, were exchanged in Jul y , 11351, for same amount of James River and Kanawha Canal Company stocks; these latter
were exchanged, JnJ:y 9, 1860, for a like amount of stock of the State of Virgini a .
·

a:,

00
~
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Table of statistics relating to population, education,
Whites on
reserve,

Population.

..0

~

"0

~

·s.p
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<1>
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w

.c:<ll

--..

,g..:l

H,5

.....0

.....
0

~;:

~-~
;6~
:l'tl

Q bL

~>-:;;

~

~

~,-.
- .- - -

O<ll

0

~-~
<1>

;a

Q)

Q
Q

0<1)

..0

~

.,
.,p:...

"'o

~~

a5

:l

..0

<I)

0
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Name o!' ageac,y and tribes.

...

!;-,

~

'8

~

Q)

Q)

..0

.!:J

a:::1 :la
a
:l
z ~
z
--- -- -

ARIZONA.

Colorado River agency.

~;~!~~~~-~~:: :~~~ ~:: ~ :: :·_::: ~:::: ~:::::

530

38l

100

911
320

£i6:20

Hualapai·-----.------ ................ ..
Coahuila ........ . ............... .... ... .
Cocopah .. _~ .... __ _. _.. _. _. . ___ ...... _. .

. . . .. -... . .........
......... . . . ...... .

Ctl50
alSO

~

Jioquis P1teblo agency. (Ree Navajo agency, :New .Mexico.)

Pima and Maricopa agency.

w~~~p~~: :~~~ :::::::: ~ ~::: ~::::: ~ ~:: :J. :: ~~~ :: :~~ {:: ~~~

16 ?b5 900
150 ) '

16
12

5 (c)
l (c)

San Carlos agency.
945

Pinal ar:d Aribaipa Apache .. ...... •. .. .
Tonto Apache .. .. ................... ..
Coy otero Apache ... .................. ..
Chiricahua Apache .................... .
Southern Apache ..... ......... . ....... .. .. - ....... .

55l
1, 560
285
453

)

I>......

10

500

(c)

I

3l8
617 J

~~j~~:-l;~~~e-~:::: ::~::::~:::::: :::::: ·.::::: ::::::
Indians in Arizona not under an agent.
Yumi\ ...................................... ..

930

Mojave_ ........................................... .

700

CALIFORNIA.

Hoopa. Valley agency.
Hoopa .....•..•.•..•.• . .• ·••.............

196

3 ........

427 ....... .

23l

b70 ....

Mission Indian agency.
Mission ................................ .

4,400

--····· · ............................. .

Round Valley agency.
Potter Valley ........••..••........•.. )
PitRiver ... .......................... l
Ukie ... ............................... I

~~~~~fe·. ·_ ._._._._._._: : : ._._._._ :::::::::::: r
t?~tY~r~a·k~: ·.::: ·. ·. ·. ·. ·_::: :: ·.::::: : : : : : : J

461

535

(

291

I

214

<I

89

I

5:i

29
13A

1

I

I

14

11

50

996

52

18

10

254

30

23

l 182 J

Title River agency.
Tule and Tejon . .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. . .. . . .. .

1:n

123

254 ........

Indiana in Oalifornia not under an agent.
Xing' River...... . ................... .
Kahweab and Wicbnmnie .. .......... ..
Klamath ..................... ....... .. .
Monacbi , 1Iot CrPek, Fall Rivf'r, Dixie,
Yallt·y, Pit Ri;er, and other Indians ..
a Tot on reservation.
b From report of 1 76.
A

250

16
1,125

650

c Bv error in last annual report these
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-- --- --- ------- -- COLORADO.

Los Pinos agency.

White River agency.
Ute ..................... :...............

109

100

12

a197

12:"1

275

75

33

11

17

100

105

15

1, 105

11

10

22

fl65

147

57·

364

23

364

, 81

2, 000

100

475

900

2

808 1, 150

1, 958

100

570

653

1, 223

515

590

177

187

Ute ... .•...••.......•.•••••...••.•..•.•.......
425

DAKOTA.

Cheyenne Rive?' agency.
Two Kettle, Sans Arc, Minneconjou, and
Blackfeet Sioux... .. . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .

Crow Creek agency.
'Lower Yanctonai Sioux.................

Devil's Lake agency.
Sisseton, Wahpeton, and Cuthead Sioux .
Flandr~au

agency.

Flandreau(Santee) Sioux ...............

1 ......

Fort Berthold agency.
Arickaree .......................................... .
Gros Ventre . • . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . • . 622
771
Mandan ........................................... .

b~~~ ----iiiii- ... i2.... 32· ----7iiii- --~oo· ·2o·
257 ..................................... .

Lower Bntle agency.
c1, 188

1ti

Clond agency.
Sioux .. .......... ................................ 2,1H:.l 2, 898 d5, 511
Northern Arapaho ...................... 528
670 dl, 198

350

Lower Brule Sioux .....•...••......••...

551

637

50

30

2

10

.....

21

1, 765

275

2:2

55

35

17

50

13

20 .

64

12

66

16

14

R~d

Spotted Tail agency. e
12 )
Oncapapa ............•.•...• . ...... ... )
(
Upper l:Srule Sioux ................ . ···1
13,441
Loafer. (Brule and Ogalalla,) l:)ioux ....
1, 756 I
Wahzahzah (Brn){l) Sioux ............. ~ 3,176 3,685 < 796

t?n~~o n.~i~SJ~~;;-:: ~ ~::::::::::::::: I

0

469

It 1, 387
913

Other Sioux .......................... )

Sis&eton agenC?J.
Sisseton and Wahpeton Sioux ...........

I

f

11

375

J

805

910

1, 715

140

~~~~v:;! s\~~;~·-·::: :::·:::: ::::::::::1
Lower Yanctonnai. ..... . . ............ r 1, 025

1, 280

562
513
768
4fi2
210

105

Standing Rock agency.g

'Gpp r Yanctonnai ....................
Sioux . ...... .....•.••• .• . ....... ... ... )

{ }

r ankton agency.
Yankton Sioux ......................... 1, 023 1,159
500 200
700
140
h7
~. 182
53
a I?cl_111ling t:o!'~"cNnmber at a~rency November 17, 1877.
b 1·.5m the VJClDlty o_f Fort Bnforcl.
dNumber to whom rations were issued September 1,1877.
e- aruber to whom rations were issnc(l September 15, 1877.
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Q

...... ................. ...........

---·

*$l23

......

........... ---·

'

11

3

2

7

53

6j

........ 18

4

2

5

30

32

4

21

29

1 ......

37

29

4 .. •.

52

11

10

.2

13

...... ·--· . ..... ..

8)

116

70

81

3~

700

65

3J

10

37

45

3, 500

49

16

......

10

12

27

825 152

6

2

6

22

31

700

7

8

2, 410

21

{

4{

t{

*:2 470}
t3: oti:l

423

40

30

*I, 7001
tl , 700

757

29

12

t82

345

71

51

J ..........

14

12

35

20

*150
t300

1 . ... .... ..

150

1 .... . ....... ·.. 1, eoe

1

2

16

......

3 162 191

9

82

125

2

52

34

/12

62

65

33

21

10

38

60

2

2

1,135

15

12.

5, 860 930

25

730

4

15

...... _.

2{

*135 ~
tl, 215 ~ 2, 625 250 218

2{

*1, 000
t I, 550

J

720

47

15

4

···--· · --·

l, 632

71

53

2{

;~: ~~g

I·

1

15

10

2

9

20

98 101

10

95

137 10, 986 600 125

8

} 1, €00

. . . . . .•

{Government boarding school, mission and day Ecbool, maintained five and four months respectively.
g Number to whom rarions were issued November 15,1877. hOf the agency employes 14 are Indians.
* J<'or educatior1.
t For otner purposes.

688

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
Table of statistics relating to population, education,
Whites on
reserve.

Population.
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.._.F-o
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- -- -- - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - IDAHO.

Fort Hall ag_ency.

:h~~~:e·

::::: ~ ::~ ~ ::: :::: ::::::::: :::}

807

700

575
932

44

50

1 ....

L emhi c£gency. a
Sheepeater . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .
Bannack .. .. ........................... .. .... .
Shoshone ...... . ............................. .

300
190
450

45 ..••...••.

Nez Pm·ce agency.
NezPerce .............•.•.............. 1,320 l,480

2,800

73

15

19

27

680

26

15

45

120

2

b9

12

188

dl

2 ..•.

Indians in Idaho not under an agent.
Pend d'Oreille and Kootenai. ................ .

600

INDIAN TERRITORY.

Cheyenne and Arapaho agency.
Sonthern Cheyenne ..........•...•.... }
Southern Arapaho . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 2, 319
Northern Cheyenne...... . . • . . . . . . . . . .

~.

683

12, 299 }
1, 7o6
937

Kiowa and Comanche agency.
Kiowa..................................
Comanche.............. . . . . . .. . .. . .. . ..
Apacile ........................ ·.........

443
706

617
839
202

1, 090
1, 543
343

Osage ...... ... .... .. .. ..... ..... . ....... 1, 240 l, 151

141

}

Osage agency.
2,391

275

25

27

275

125

Kaw .................. . ....... .. .. . .....

233

191

424

61·

14

21

90

17

Pawnee agency.
Pawnee ....... .......... .......... .... ..

678

843

1, 521

150

11

16

50

14

363

354

e717

145

10

..........

15

12

Ponca agenCJJ.
Ponca ............. ........................................

.......... ......

Quapaw agency.
Eastern Shawnee .. ................... }
85
36
115
45
70
......
BLackBob 'hawnee ...................
30
Seneca ...... .. ........................• . 118
2:}15
72
5
117
235
8
Wya.ndott ........ . .... ................ . 121
71
5
246
125
246
200
Ottawa ofBlanchatd's Fork and Roche
de Bceuf ..............................
40
1
71
140
70
38
140
18
Modoc ................................. .
15
51
2
oL
ll2
112
2
Quapaw .............................. 112
24
123
235
235
5
Confederated Kaskaskia, Piankeshaw
Wea, Peoria, and Miami ........... .'.
79 12
8
114
202
39
202
28
Straggling Pottawatomie ............... ........ .
60 ...... ... .. ......... ............ . ............ ......... .......
a From report of 1 16.
b Large number of Mexican mixed- bloods not included.
c O!!age Catholic mission in Kansas.
d.A.ll in part.
e36 absent.

}
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2

11

378

1 .............................. · ····· .•.....

:::~

1 ... .... . ... .. .. .

29

2

2

24

3
2

20

10

11 108

114

8, 260

80

65

67

4,121

76

5

70

43

....

2~

16
12
10

16
6
7

~

140

30

f c127 150

11

......

60

85 $6, 664 200

37

1 . .. ...

1

11

3

2

8

c6

170
l44
c8 15, 500
59 5, 225 97

60

67

12

9

55

63

41

10

82

99

1,101 lOO . .....

44

49

6

58

93

............

...... ..... . .. ..... (f) 13 18
....... ... .. . .. ..... (j) 30 16

20
32

22
34
53

............ 16

1

......

2

2

1

.....

........ ....... ..... . .. ..... . ......
1 .......
2
2
3 ........

...... ....... ....... ........

2

2

6

2 . . . . . • • . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . .•

. ..... ......

2

*$260 3, 000 120 219

*275
tl50

f

{

16

47

... .......

J 2, 000 ...... . ..

*50}
t500
*50 (
t250 5

........ 100 200
320

7
10

..... . ...... .. ................ . .. .........
............
1 . ......

2

31

:34

2

16
12
12

20
20
13

9 29
9! 30
9! 20

2

4'4

924 76 17 ...... ... . ................ . ......... .
64
43
91 43
. ..... ............ ...... ........... . ............ ....... . ....... ....... ..... ................. . .. ........ ..

(g)

/Children attend Wyanilott mission school.
g Children attend Quapaw sc'.lool.

80

32
23

2,134
~. 927
1, 992

59
23
27

67

...... . ..... ....... ................. ........... .. ..... ...

1

41

33

t400 . I, 521

9
9
9

27
6, 399 119

57

:::: :::::::::: "'23i"

...... . ..... .....

50

55

*903

4

6
5

*For education.
t For other purposes.

*100
*378
*258

90

5
11
13

3
10
11

3
5

2
10
13
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405
661
317

35
117
5

16

18,672
16,000
14,000
Chickasaw ..... ...... .... . .... .. . ............. .. ... . 5, 600
Seminole ............ . .......... .. ..... . 1, 155 1, 2':8
2, 443

10, 010
5, 300
1, 200
1, 866
200

···-··
125
..... ...

Sac and Fox of the Mississippi. ...•...
Absen tee Shawnee .. ............. .. .. .
Mexican Kickapoo ................... .

687

696

l

5

31 {

65
56~

60
225 (10
2 )15

Union agency.

Cherokee . ...••......................... 9, 379 9, 293

8~;~~~: ~~ ~~ ~:: :~:::::::::::::::: :::::: :·.~~~- ~~-~~~-

800 1, 20()
5, 000
525
4, 000
38

18, 672 3, 730
16, 000 ;j, 200
14, 000 4, 000
fi, 61.l0 1, 000
600
2,_443

Wichita agency.

g~~~~:ch~ ·_ ·.·.·.·-~::::: :::: ~ :::::::::::: l
~::,o:;:~ie ::
~ ~::
~

:::::::::::::: ::: :::::
Waco ................................. I

643
150
• 90
154
45
210

630

Wichita .............................. )

t
13

36

200

154

125

30

246
450

35
101

' 60

10

51

Jl

Indian11 in Indian Territory not under
an agent.

Citizen Pottawatomies b ................. .......... ..

250 ............ ..

IOWA.

Sac and Fo-:J? agency.

Sac and Fox . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

162

179

341

25

128
2:W
29

120
230
31

248
450
60

27
50

KANSAS.

Kansas agency.

Kickapoo ...... :........ ................
Pottawatomie (Prairie band) . . . . . . . . . . . .
Chippewa and Man see.............. .. ..

1
12
18

16

Indians in Kansas not under an agency.

Mokohoko band of Sac and Fox.

200 ..................................... .

MICHIGAN.

Mackinac agency.

Chippewa and Ottawa ................ )
{ 6 000 )
Chippewa of Lake Superior . .......... 1
1; 500 1
J1, 800
Chippewa of Saginaw, Swan Creek, > 6, 000 4, 056
a.nd Black River .................... 1
2, 500
Pottawatomio of Huron .... , ......... )
56

a From report of 1876.

*For education.

10 .............. 1, 000 .. ..

t For other purpos'ls.
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MINNESOTA.

Leech Lake agency.
Pillager Chippewa at Leech Lake .. -.

·1

Pi~:s\~~hC-~i-~~~~~-~~- ~~~-e- ~-i-~~~~~~ (

Pilla(;er Chippewa at Cass Lake ......

(

I

985 1, 217

M;~i~~i~~-i- ~~~~~~-~~-. ~~_~-~~~~_?_a_~ J

~I
l

751
500
250

)

I

l

r

106

4

6

80

30

15

125

6

11

600

150

10

430

5

40

1, 450

200

....

260

9

23

22

12

3

50

12

32

5

150

14

23

150

175

5

50

14

30

10

10

9

I
701 J

Red Lake agency.
Chippewa of Red Lake·----- ...........

688

1,191

1, 232 I, 662

l1, 847
544
503

Blackfoot, Blood, and Piegan .....•...... 3, 400 3, 900

7, 300

503

White Earth agency.

--··--··--·-1

Mississippi Chippewa .. ...
P embina Chippewa .----- ............
Pillager Chippewa of Otter-Tail ......

}

MONTANA.

Blackfeet agency.

Orow agency.

~~~~tc~~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::: }1, 320

1, 980 { 2, 200
1,100

}

·-···· ......

Flathead agency.
Flathead on reservation . .............•..
Flathead in Bitter-Root Valley . .... . ...
Kootenai ....... ..... ...................
Pend d'Oreille .....................•....

40

44

1f0
400

165
448

84
295
315
848

r

Fort Peck agency.
Ass-inaboine ...........•.•............ }
{ 1, 719
4, 395
Yanctonnais Sioux . ...... . ...... ---- .. 3, 436 3,278
600
Gros Ventre .................. ........

1

~iEBRA.SKA.

Great Nemaha agency.
49
108

56
109

105
217

10
80

I
7

8
15

80
217

6
40

2
6

527

534

1, 061

85

7

2[

40

85

10

Otoe and Missouria (confederated) ..... _ 2-21

231

452

38

11

9

452

10

1

348

396

744

32

7

33

744

154

25

675

735

1, 410

400

6

8

1, 000

125

......

Sac and Fox of Missouri. ... __ ......... .
Iowa .................•.................

Omaha agency.
Omaha ...•................••..... _......

Otoe agency.
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Santee Sionx ....•. ------ ............ ..• .
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Winnebago .... .. .... --···- - ..•.........
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NEVADA,

Nevada _agency.
Pi-Ute on Moapa reservation . . • . . . . . • . . 150
150
Pah-Ute on Pyramid Lake reservatlon.. 200
300
Pah-Ute on Walker River reservation . . 27~
325
Northwestern Shoshone on •· Shoshone
Farm !I" . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . • . . • . • • . . . .. . . . 140
160
Pi-Utein Utaha ....................... .
. ..r.
Pi- Ute in Northern Ariznna a ...... .......... .
Pi-Ute in Southern Nevadaa ................. .
Pi-Utein California a .................. . .. ......... .

::JOO

1

:>00
600

2

······ ..i.

300

1

300
528
28-i
631
184

~gg
500

Western Shoshone agency.
W estern Shoshone ................ ·· .. 1. 1, 700 t, 900
Goship Ute ........................... 5

80 ...... .... ..

5'3, ~ 0 0

6 00

~

2, 500 ...... ·--·

NEW MEXICO.

Abiquiu agency.
900
326

Ute ..............•.•....•................••.•.......
Jicarilla .d..pache ................................... .

J..... .

Mescalero agency.
Mescalero Apache . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .

600

800

b13:3 .••••••..•••••.•••

1, 400 . ... . .. .

Navajo agency.

~~~~ p~~b-1~-~:: ::::::::: :~: :::::::::: 5, ~~~

26

6, ~}~ 1i: ~~~

2

25
8

Pueblo agency.
Jicarilla Apache e .........•........... }

¥~~bi~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

4,354 4,795

5 442
{ 8 .~g6

S

···--·

4, 000 l, 400 ....

10

NEW YORK.

New York agency.
Seneca
.... ~ 0 n All egany reserve ...... .
Onondaga..
Seneca on Cornplanter reserve ..........
Oneida ..... 0 u 0 non d aga reserve ......
Onondaga

1

1
···1
1

Tuscarora
Onondaga . On Tuscarora reserve ......
Seneca ..•.
Seneca.
Oneida . . . On Tonawanda reserve ....
Cayuga ...
Seneca ....
Onondaga . On Cattaraugus resene ....

g~~f&aa"~ ·oneida r eserve ...............

836
96
81
66
317
401
38
1
621

.......

176
18
76

24

440

92

11

25

665

128

33
{ 1, 424
784
42
151
172
2
371
751

100

1, 617

268

455
40
190

225

215

340

325

833

90
St. Regis on St. Regis reserve ........ _.. · 380

f

932
81
383

477
41
193

{

5

J

{ }
{ }
}

60
55
20

12
40

..........

d2,500

......

20

.........
·----3 .............

24
143

2

2

·oR'fH CAROLINA.

Ea11tern Cherokee, in North Carolina.
Georbria,~outhCarolina,andTenness~e1,105 1,095
2,200
750
1 .•..•. 2,200
305 10
_
a .~:'ot on rc!!~r':ation. TakPn from report of ME>ssrs. Ingalls and Powell, 1373.
b 11.1 acttlPr on la~rls w1thin thP resPrvation.
c The Moquis Pueblos are located in Arizona.
d:Moatly m town of Salamanca.
eFormerly constituted Cimarron agency.
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OREGON.

Grand Ronde agency.
Molel ...................•.............. .
Clackama ...............................

25
27
19
31
18
14
15
37
15
13
62
35
66

30
32
24
32
20
12
17
39
16
15
69
37
69

55 )
59
43
63
38
26
32 1
76
31
28
131
72
135

21

373

524

{ }

667
93
13i

25

401

358

f

564
195

5

(

Il

45 )
52
57
137
108
84
84
72 1
63
59
47
45
14
18
200 J

{
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~a~ifl~~~-~~:~::::::

::::::::::::::::::
Luckimnt ..............................
Mary's River ...........................
Santiam ................................
Calapooia . .. . .. . . . . . . . . • . • .. .. . . . . . . . . .
Cow Creek ..............................

~~~~~ ~-i~-~~:: :::::::: ~ ~:::: ::::::: :: :::
Umpqua ................................

I
I
I
I

789

201

48

14

BOO

50
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17

1, 085
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14 . ....
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Klamath agency.

~~~~~t-~:~~:: :::::::: :~::: ::::::::::::}
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10

][alheur agency.

§~-;g.~~.·.::::·.·.:::::::::::::::::::::::: J

······ ....
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lrZ~~~,~~;;·.: ::::::::::::::::::::::::1
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~~~;~:;;;;~~:;~!~:; :!; :;. i!i
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Sinselaw, Coos, and Umpqua .......... )
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~~~~:~~~~:::: ~: ~:::::::: ~::: ~:::::: 1
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Warm Springs agency.
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·warm Springs . ........................
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Indians roaminu on Columbia River.
Renegade an d others . ........................ _... __
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* For education.
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Uintah Valley agency.
Uintah Ute .............................

350

289

16

639

25

lndians in Utah 1wt 1.fnder an agent.
Pah-Vant b ...... ............... ... ...... .......... .
Goship Uteb ........................ . ....... ..

134
256

W .A.SIIINGTO"".

(

Il

450 1
685
650
242
... : ..
395 >
I
::;30
390
315 )

{

564
244

I

I

1, 700

~:1~t;;t~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: }

378

430

261
110
19
76
44

265
11 8
24
89
48

140

171

115
250

J

I

2,500

85

I

19
I ~

10

100

80

526
228
43
165
92

99
27
8
28
13

51

50

Puyallup agency.
Puyallu-p ...............................
Nisqoally ....••.....•...................
Squaxin ................................
Chehalis ....... .... .....................
Shoal water Bay .....•..................

2
18
18 ........
...........
8
5 ...........
9 ..........

526
228
43
165
92

2

...... ....
...........
...........
..........

3
13

Quinaielt agency.

~~~::~~~;:::·:::::::::": :·:::·:: ~ ::: ':::::::}

{

12~

84
105

}

135
300

2:50
550

J..-....

Snohomish, Snoqualmoo, Skaiwhamish,
Lummi , Skopiamisb,D''Vami h, Etakmur, winamish, Skaget, aud others... 1, 400 1,500

2,900

3:5()

300

S'Kokomish agency.
Kokomisb (or Twana). ...... ............
S'Rlallam ~or Clallam) ..................

7

18

800

150

27

2, 900

135

~,700

240

Tulalip agency.

Yakama agenC?J.
Yakama, Palouse, Pisqnose, "\Venat hepnm, Klikatat, Klinq.oit, KowassaY , , iaywas, kinpah, "\Visbam, IJy.
ik, Ochecholcs, Kamilt.-pah, and eapcat.. .................................. l,450 2,20~ 3,650
15
28
b Taken from report of Messrs. Powell and Ingalls, 1873.
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WISCONSIN.

Green Bay agency.
Menomnnee.... .... .• . ..• .. . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Stockbridge.............................
Oneida..................................

688
58

680
66

1, 368
124

646

678

1, 324

357
350
495
307
183
133
366

369
384
584
358
221
129
394

400 103
34 .......

25
1

I, 200
124

2

10

1, 324

2

17
21
5

1
2

5

726
734
650
600
300
262
100

49
78
47
2
10
16
7

9

a157

50

17

. ........ ..........

La Pointe agency.
Chippewa, Red Cliff.....................
Chippewa, Bad River.................. .
Chippewa, Lac Court d'Oreilles .. . . .. . . .
Chippewa, Lac du :Flambeau.... .. ......
Chippewa, :E'ond duLac....... ..... .....
Chippewa, Grand Portage...... ....... ..
Chippewa, Bois& :E'orte...... .... . . ......

726
734

1, 079
665
404
262
760

500
118
110
63
172
16
92

.... .. .... ...........

Indians in Wiscon.sin not under an agent.
Winnehal!o ............................ .
Pottawatomie, (Prairie band) . . ........•.

900
180

WYOMING.

Shoshone agency.
Shoshone (Eastern band) .. .. . . .. . .. .. . .

725 L, 075

1, 800

40

2

INDIANS I:-< NORTII CALWLJNA, INDIANA,
TENNESSEE, GEORGIA, FLORIDA, AND
TEXAS.

Miami, Seminole, Lipan, Tonkawa ...... .

goo .. .. .. .. .. ••. . . __ ...

..... - . .

.. - .. -

....

1

a Inclruling ganison at Camp Brown.

RECAP IT
NuRlber l'f Indians in the United State!', exclusive of those in ..Haska * ....... ............ .
Number of Indians who are mixed-bloods ................................................ ..
Number of white persons on Indian reservations-employes, 1,532; other white persons not

N~~~ e~e~f j:~~~:~~-~h~:;~~~-~iti~~~·;:d~~;~: : ~: ::: ::::::::: :~:: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::

0

Number of houses occupied by Indianst ............................ .... ................. ..
Number of Indian houses built during the year- by Indians, 944; fot· Indians, 159 ........ ..
Number of agency-buildings erected during the year ..................................... .
Number of mills . ........................................................................ ..
Number of shops------------------ ....................................................... .
Whole number of agency-buildiDJZS ...................................................... ..
Number of school-buildings upon Indian reservations .................. _... _............. .
Number of schools upon Indian r eservations-boarding, 60; day, 270 ..................... ..
Number of teachers-males, 200; female , 237 .... ... ..... . .. _.. . _.... ___ _ ..... _.......... ..
Number of scholars belonging to five civilized tribes of Indian Territory attending school
one month ot· more--males, '.!,905; females, 2,591. .. _........... ... ....... __ ............ __•
Number of scholars of other tribes attenuing school one month or more--male~, 3,295;
females, 2,724 ............ ---· .... .. ........................ ______ ....................... .

250,809
27,749
17,130
112,903
22, 199
1, 103
59
107
208
787
366
330
437
5, 496

6, 019

a Five civilized tribes in the Indian

/

*.~be Indian& ?ncler Sitting Bu~ and other chiefs who have declared their intention of remaining in the
Br1t1sh poss~se10ns are also not mcluded: They are variously estimated to nnmber from 1,500 to 6,000.
. t By error rn la t annual re_port the Indums of the San Carlos and Pima, Maricopa and Papa.~o agenCI_c_~ ~('re rt>_pot ted as occupymg I ,9_00 ho?ses, and the number of hou ses occupied by Indians of the :five
ct-nhzrHl tnbe was re_p?rted as 401,272 mstcad of 12,530. The total of houses occupied by Indlans
should have ])(;en 21,07J mstead of 55,717.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS.
tfc., by tribes and their respective agencies-Continued.

Medical.

Religious.

Educational.
No. of
schools.

- - - - - - - - - - -- ------ - - - - - - - - - - -- -- -

---. 10

5
5
3
1
7
3

•••. 17

1
1

1

,

65
5

51
7

9
6

37
12

76 $2,000 100 .••
12
200 90 . -- .

2
1

2

}..

86

70

8

41

89

2 • --. {

8
41
5

7
40
5

9
10 l

24

2

1
4
1

f 6414

2

3

.. . . . ..... . .... .
1

......

9

:':l

104

.......... ...

25

t····
25

.........

965

700 206
5, 691 105
500 35
4
34
525 79
800 93

654
·~·--

t$5i4 .. ----.

65
4

56
B

29
20

16

*165 .•••..

7
2
"'3, 500
9 .....••. -----·····
15
.• :. :::: ::::::::::

726
734
500

··25o·

l S:

4

.

300

1 .... .. . . . ... .....•. .

.... . ............ ·- - . . .. -. ..... ....... . -- .. --- .. - ................ - ....... -- .. .. -.
*For education.

40

-- ................ --- .. --· ...................... ...... t For other purposes.

ULA.TION.
Aggregate average attendance during the year a ......................................... .
Largest average monthly attendance a ... .. ... . ... . ... . ... . ..... ... . J . . . . . . .- . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Amount expended for education during the year-salaries, $194,413; · all other expenses,
$142,966 . .•......... ·· ······· · .......................................................... .

Amount obtained from Government, $209.337; from tribal fnnds, $81,989 . ........... .... .. ~
Amount obtained from State of New York, $d,916, from other sources, $37, 137 ........... S
Number of Indians who can rc;~ad-in English, 23,871; in Indian, 17,269 ................... .
Nnrn her of Indians who can r ead in both languages .. .................................... .
Number of adults who can read, 23,196; youths, 17,201. ................................... .
Number of Indians who have learned to read during the year a ........................... .
Number of Indians who have learned trades during the year ............................. .
Number of church-buildings on Indian reservations .. . ............ .................... .. .
Number of mis::~ionaries on Indian reservations not included under teachers-males, 94;
females, 32 ........ .• ... . .• •..• . ......... .. .........•..••..... •. .... .. ........ . ....•. ....
Amount contributed by religious societies during the year for education, $33,950; for other
purposes, $36.164 a ........... ...·.............. . ... .. : ............ .- .. . ................... .
Number of Indians who have received medical treatment during the year a ............. ..
Number of births a ............ ....................................... .. ..... . .......... ~-Number of deaths a: .................................................................... ..
Territory are not repres~nted in this number.

46

I

3, ~98 '
4, 774

$337, 379<
$337, 379'
8, 800.
40, aH7
1, 206
69•
207
126,
$70, 114
48,734
"3, 442.
2, 78L
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Table showing agricultural improvements, stock, productions,
Produce raised during the
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Na~

of agency and tribe.
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ARIZONA.

Colorado River agency.
Mojave, Chimhueva . . . . • . • • • • .

128, 000 ..••••••...•••..

800 .•••.•...••..••...••••.•..

Pima and Maricopa agency.
8, 000 . . • • • .
11, 000 . . . • • .

2, 500
8, 200

Pimal, Aribaipa, Tonto, Mojave, Coyotero, Chiricahua,
.and Yuma .Apache ...•..•••. 2, 528,000 .• •••••••..••••.

300

Papago ........ -~---···········
Pima and Maricopa ...•••.•.•. .

70,400
64,995

8, 000
46,000

500
50

400
5, 000

100 ·••••••·

90

150

500
350

San Carlos agency.

CALIFORNIA.

H()opa Valley agency.
Hoopa ...........••. .•.....••••.

89,572

900 .•.••..••..•...••...... ·•·••· · ..•..•• .. . ··••·•··

Round Valley agency.
Potter Valley, Ukie, Pit River,
Redwood, Wylackie, Concow, Little Lake ...... .••• ..

207,360

2, 560

900

300

150 ..•.•••....•••••.

Tule River agency.
"Tule, Tejon . ..... : .... .•••••..
Mission Indian landt~ .••.••....

91, 837
200
30
150
80
250
250 ..•..••.
60,000 .••.••••.. ..•• ...•••.....•••••...••......•..••.. . .

COLORADO.

Los Pinos agency.
'Ute ........... . .•.••..•.•.•••.

500,000

24

10

20

20 ·••••• .••.

20

Southern Ute agency.
Ute .......•...•....•••.••..••..••••••...

20,000 .••••. .• •..••..••••• ...•••••....••• .•....•••••..

White River agency.
14

12

Two K ettle, Sans .Arc, Mineconjou , and Blackfeet Sioux:. j24,320,000 ...•..•......••.

200

Ute· ..•.•••..••••.••.••••••••.. *11,724,800

t500, 0!10

3 ..••.•.. ···•••·••· ..• •••. .

DAKOTA.

Cheyenne River agency.
:'10 ••••••••

2, 000 ...... ..

150 ..•..•...••.•••.

300 ... ..••.

Orow Crel!k agency.
Lower Yanctonnais Sionx.. •. .

622,320

300,000

230, 400

225, 000

150

Devil's Lake agency.
·Sisseton. Wahpeton, ana Cuthead Sioux . .. . . . . . . • . . . . • . . .

300

75 ...... ..

6, 000

800

W'landreau special agency.
'Flanfireau Sioux . • • . . . • • . • . • . . . •••••..•..•••••.••..••••.

500

111

4, 000

2, 000 ....... .

Fort B erthold agency .
.Arickaree, Gros 'Ventre, and
Mandan .. .. . .. • • . . . .. . . . . . . . 8, 320, 000

t86, 400

100

600

10 ...... ..

8, 000 ···••••

'Lower Brul~ Sioux . • . . . • . • • . . . . • • • • • • • . . . . • • • • • • • .
10
:&d Cloud aoency.
Sioux and .Arapaho .............. ....................... .
* Includes Southern Ute agency and 'Loe Pinos agency.

90

151....... .

1, 500 ·••·•••·

Lower BI"Ule agency.

10

10..•••.•..

t Taken from last year's report.
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and sources of subsistence of the different Indian tribes.
year by Indians.

Other results of Indian
labor.
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6

9,600

400
150

0

0

180

~

.........

~

-~

140 . .......

~"0

z

rn

0

.......... ..........

~b.()

~

424 .. .........

~

£:l

H

29

50

700 . .. .. . $1, 500 1, 050 .....

250

360 .......

10 .............. 1, 550 ..•....

12, R16

100 . . • • ..

500 . .. .. .

t4

140 .....

100

200

12

30

2

6, 000 6, 000

25

360

t9 .......... ..

t80 .....

70

100 . .. • ..

447

7

50

14

65

57,000

520

37, 788

120

100 ........

15,765

750

3, 870

600

4,100

300

~'I
··-·····

150

50

......

30

20 15, 000 3, 000

75

50

17

33

100 .. .. • . . ..... . ... ..

50

5

45

50

420

10

40

25

100

100

800 ..... .

250

250

12

112

20

200

10

39, 500 1, 732 1,650

3, 000

374

193

187

190

. ........

850

70

20~

30,000 2, 000

200

..........

575

750 1, 545

3

50 ....

42

20 1, 250 .. .. . . . .. .. • . .....

2, 500 1, 000

70

95 . .....

400 ..... - --... . .

. ............

23

25 .••.

.......... .............. ............ ........ ........... ........... .... ..... ..... ... ........... ........... .......... ........... ........... -···
25

H

............. ......... ......... . ............. 4, 0.00 275 3, 000 ........... 3, 000 . ........ 1, 700 75 25 ......
............. .......... 500 ............. 1, tl50 12 800 ............ 1,200 . ......... 900 75 25

500 . .••••• -

200 . .. . • • ..

7:3

0

p..

~

........... ........

353, 000
120

I-

14. ...

100 ....
66

34

185 . .. . . • • . 100
410

10. ...

90

264

242

50 ....

50

30

90

91

65

2r

15

10 .....

190

310

12

5

83

24 ......

250

155 ... ..

.....

100

. ...... ..... · ····--· .......... .......... ........... . 5, 000 500 ...... .. .........

10

15

30 . .• "

tlncludes Red Cloud, Spotted Tail, Standing Rock, and Lower Brule agencies.

...... 100 .
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Sisseton and Wahpeton Sioux..
Spotted Tail agency.
Upper Brule, Loafer, Wahzahzah, Sans Arc, Minneconj!~u, Uncapapa, and Ogallalla

918, 7t:l0

:::~..c

ooo

9, 000

258

200

200 ....... .

50 .••.••.

............. . ........

400

600

...... .......

8, 000

............

280

98•i

300

300

5, 000

...........

35

240

50

600

.............

100

600,

41

1, 500

l::ilOUX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Standing Rock agency.
Lower Yanctonnais, Upper
Yanctonnais, Uncapapa, and
Blackfeet Sioux ............ . .............
Yankton agency.
Yankton Sioux1••••••••••••••• •
430,405

300, l'OO

500

IDAHO.

Fort Hall agency.
Bannack and Shoshone ....... . 1, 202,330
5, 000
Lemhi agency.*
Shoshone, Bannack, and Sheepeater .. ...... .... ........... .
64,000
BOO
Nez Perces agenC'IJ.
Nez Perce . .................. .
746, 651 .................

105

... ... ...... . . -· ..... --- ........... .

-20

15

50

4, 200

1, 200

25,000

3, 000

6, 000

..... ............ ···--·

447

225

....... .... .

10,000

. .......... .

•

INDIAN TERRITORY.

0 heyenne and Arapahoe agency.
Cheyenne and Arapaho ...... .
Kiowa and Oomanche agency.
Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache
Osage agency.
Kaw ......................... .
Osage . ....................... .
Pawnee agency.
Pawnee ..... .... : ............ .
Ponca agency.
Ponca ............ ............ .
Quapaw agency.
Confederate Peoria and Miami.
Quapaw ...................... .
Modoc ............ . ........... .
Wyandotte ................. .. .
Ottawa ...................... ..
entlCa ....................... .
Eaatern and Black Bob Shawnee
Sac and Fox agency.
Sac and Fox of the Mississippi
Ab entee 'bawnee,andMex-

p~~t~~~t~!f~~~:::::::::::::: ~

4, 297,771
2, 968,893

200,000

.........

720

92 ....... .

6, 000

............

100, 141
1, 466, 167

25,000
*63, 000

60
88

745
4,112

20 ........
4,105

7, 4!'i0
75,200

·······-

283,026

50, 000

55

330

661

..........

5, 000

150

............ .. ...............

309

. ...........

... ........ ...

.............

50,301
56,6 5
-4,040
21, 406
14, 8fi0
51, 95~
13, 048

479, 667
575,877

40,000 ..... .
4~. 000 ..... .

2, !'iOO ..... .
14,000 .... . .
10, flO ..... .
26,958 ..... .
6, 088 ..... .

120,000

205

Union agency.
berokee...... .. .. . . . .. . . . ... . 5, 031,351 2, 000, 000 ......

h:~e:~·:::::::::::::::::::::·.

3, 215, 4!15 1, 700,000 . ..••.
6, 6~ ' 000 ·~. 000, 000 ..... .

2, 520
334
60
200 ..•..•...••••.. .

~~~

71?0
950
602

1, 631

~~~

~~~

66
520
44
1, 024
10 . 160

582 ...... . .

500

3, 050
75, 640
4, 000 ....... .
7, 000 ....... .
22, flOO
940
2!>, 920 ....... .
20,8 0
522
12,800
190

52, 000

1, 500

75, 000
3, 000 400, 000 1, 500, 000 150, 000
65, 000 . . • . . . . . 68, 000 1, 600, 000 15, 000

* Taken from report
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50 3, 450

..............

............
............
......... .
............

60
50
18
51
27
65
25

100
100
40
100
100
100
100

. .... .

347

40

232

48

24

12,000 2, 000 45, 000 35,000 ......

o o ••••

161
46
205
5tl

9, 600 2, 716

0..........................

. ..... . ......
. .....

10
30
50 ......
30
25
17
18
9
55
5
1
24

244
10
150 . ...... .
6
3
2
3

304 1, 041
40
300
60
334 1, 233
304
98
229
941
87
397

77 5, 228 4, 130

. . . . ••

....
. ......

60

. .....

2B

100 ....... .

--~~~-~~~ --~~~~~~ :::::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::: -~·-~~~ .. ~:~~~~~-~~ ~~~-~~~ :::::: :::::: -~·-~~~ -~~~ :::: ::::
of 1876.
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Table showing ag1·icultural improvements, stock, productions, and
Lands.

Produce raised during the

Name of agency and tribe.

- - - - - - - - --1- - --1-- - -1- - - - - - - - -- - - - Union agency-Continued.
Chickasaw •.••...•.••..••.....
Seminole .•.... . .............. .
Unoccupied Cherokee lands
between the Cimarron River
and 1OOth meridian .... .. .. ..
Unoccupied Cherokee lands
embraced within Arapaho
and Cheyenne treaty reservation east of Pawnee reservation . ..................... .
Unoccupied Cherokee lands
embraced within Arapaho
and Cheyenne treaty reservation west of Pawnee reservation . .. ................... .
Unoccupied Creek lands embraced within Arapaho and
Cheyen ne treaty r eservation
north of Cimarron River, exclusive of Pawnee reservation ... .......•........... ..
Unocnupied Creek and Seminole_ c~ded lands,east of 98th
mendum .................. ..
Unoccupied Chickasaw and
Choctaw leased lands west of
North Fork of the Red River
Wichita agency.
Caddo, D elaware, Comanche,
Waco. Wichita, Tawacanie,
and Keechie ............... .

4, 650, 935
200, 000

*30, 000 . • • • . .
130, 000 . • • . . .

30, 000 . • • • . • • .
12, 000 .. . • . . ..

8, 000
400

4~0. 000
250, 000

20, 000
1, 000

2, 279, 618 . . • • • • . . . . .. • • .. . • .. • • . . . --... .. .. .. • • . . .. .. • • . • .. . .••••..

105,456 ........................................................ ..

3, 958, 117 .. .. • • . .. . . • .. . . . ..................... -. . ................ .

683,139 .............................................. ........... .
1, 645,890 ......... - .............................. ·••••• ........... .

1, 511,576 ........................

743, 610

146, 000

40

---~·---

......................... .

1, 800

125 ........

34,000

40 ~

IOWA.

Sac and Fox agency.
Sac and Fox ................ ..

692

300 ...•..

130

10 ...... ..

700 ...... ..

20,273
77,358
4, 395

14,000
35
29, 119
63
4, 000 ......

925
1, 095
842

47 ...... ..
240
200
10 ...... ..

28, 560
137
30,000 ....... .
7, 510
400

66,332

65, 000 .. • • . .

2, 000

100

KANSAS.

Pottawatomie agency.
Kickapoo ...... ..... .... . .... .
Pottawatomie ............... ..
Chippewa and Munsee .•••....
MICHIGAN.

Macl.,'inac agency.
Chippewa of Saginaw, Swan
Creek and Black River, Chippewa and Ottawa of Lake
Micbi~an, and Pottawatomie of Huron ............. ..

6, 000

8, 200

6, 500

Jill \NESOTA.

Leuh Lake a{JenmJ.
Lake Winnebagoshish Chippewa...... .. .. . . .
414, 440
*1, 000
3 ...... ..
Red Lake agency.
Red Lake Chippewa.. .... ... .. 3, 200, 000 1, 000, 000
13
400
*Taken from la~t year's report.

Pilla~erand

12 ........

2, 500 ........

50

5, 000 ·•···••·

175

I~ DIAN
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30075,00020,000 ...... ...... ...... 100 ...... ..
15016,00028,000 .................. 100 ...... ..

.... .. .. . . .... .. . . . .... . ... . . .... .. .. . -.................................... ........ .......... ....... . - .

........... .............. .......... .......... ........ ............ .......... . ....... .......... .......... ......... . .......... .......... ...... ....... ... .
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............ ............. ........... .......... ........... ............. -····· ............................................................ -···
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............... ............ .......... ......... ......... ............ ....... ....... . ....... .......... ........... .......... .. ...... ...... ...... ..... .

1,100

675

1, 605
4, 240
660

32, 050

200 110, 000 .•• -.- 2, 500 30, 000

75 ·•••·••·

100

400 2, 000

3, 712

110 1, 780 . 2, 000

354

40

70

650 .•••. ·••••·

10

234

34

33

33

34

50

25 . 2.6

300 ........ ···--- ...... ····· · ·
2, 000 34, 000 .• - . . . 5, 760 ... - ••.
254 . - ••. - - .
25 2, 600 .• -- - •.

204
2
975
14
51 .••..

.62
550
132

137 ............................. .
700
193
27
101 60 ..... - .•
200
9
20
8 100 . . • . . --.

1, 000 200, 000 60, 000 . • • • • •

6, 500

500 . • .. .

250

300 4, 000 1, 000 . ---.-

200 12, 000

100 .•••.

640

150 . - ••.

3, 215

320

90, 000

200

2, 835

250 125, 000

50

6, 600

60

40 . - ••

8 ··••·•

30

30

423

40

60 . - ••

22

75

20

250

50

50 ....

20
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Table showing agricultural improvements, stock, productions, and
Produce raised during the

Lands.
Q)

...dl

. Name of agency and tribe.

.

:rs-s.;.;; <t>..<:l
t bll§ Zbll

~

Q

~~

.....0

a ~.s ai
........
=
o~=
~~~
~ ro;.a
...
I>
OJ"' b.C ,O<IlH
~.e

o:l

...
.0
a
::l

...

Q;)

<!)

.!:) <l)

.0

a~ h

a

z

0

1:11>.0

;:I

z

z

---- - -

796, 672

414, 720

60

i:l

~

.0

aS

]~

..;

M<ll

~
<l)

~

,.<:l

~-+'>

~

0

~h

<!)+"

<tl

~I>

:;:lp.,

Q<l)

<l)

,.!oj

<I)

...-.<!)

g~

:.'3

~I
<:;JQ)

White Earth agency.
Mississippi, Pembina, and
Otter Tail Pillager Chippewa ...........• . ..•.•.•...•..

-Q:>

~

.s

:e;

:6~

:0

<ll '1:!:::l

s~ h

C,.<:l

.... bll

oi:l
~-c

S"'

:;:li>.O

::l
z
z
- - - - --

1, 402

i:l

106

~
<tl

"'Ol>.
0<!)

Q

.....0

.....
0

.....0

rn

"Z"'
~

-a"'

P=l

P=l

"Z

.0;:1

"'

...

~
::l
P=l

-

~
::s

1:::1

--- ---- --1, 820

2, 489

2, 965

125

4, 200

MONTANA.

Blackfeet agency.
Blackfeet., Blood, and Piegan .. . a26,451,200 2, 000, 000
Crow agency.
Mountain and River Crow..... 6, 272, 000 1, 000, 000
Flathead agency.
Flathearl, Kootenay, and Pend
d'Oreille . .. . .......... .. . .. . 1, 433, 600
Fort Peck agency.
Yanctonnais Sioux, Assinaboine, and Gros Ventre ..... .

100 ....... .

20 ······-

37 .• -~ .••.

3~

. ...... .

1, 920

100

5, 000

15,000

15

100, 000

30

8 . .. .. ... .. ... . .. . ........ .

NEBRASKA.

Great Nemaha agency.
Sac and Fox of Missouri ..... .
Iowa ....... . ................. .
Omaha agency.
Omaha ..... .. ........... ..... .
Otoe agency.
Oto and Missouria .....•..••...
Santee agency.
Santee Sioux .. . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Winnebago agency.
Winnebago . . .. . . .. . . . . • . . . .. .

16,000
100
26,000 ....... .

8, 014
16, 000

7, 000 ......
14, 500
80

143, 225

140,000 ......

1, 800

25()

9, 000

27,000

40'l. ••• .. .
20
700
20 .••• .••.

600

44,093

40,000

400

400

10

300

4, 000

115, 076

23, 000

25

633

58

7, 000

3, 750

350

l 09, 844

100, 000

140

2, 000

25

3, 000

20,000

400

100 ...........
100 . ...... ......
10
260

250
100
300

25

.................

200
50
250

..........

1, 500

............... .

500

256, 000 ................ . ....... .. ...... .

800

100

560

NEVADA.

Nevada agency.
Pi-Ute, Moapa River .. .... ... .
Pah-Ute, Walker River ....... .
Pah-Ute, Pyramid Lake ...... .
Northwestern Shoshone, Carlin Farms ........ .......... .
Western Shoshone agency.
Shoshone and Gosh Ute .. .. . . .

1, 000
318, Rl5
322,000
522

1, 000
75
1, 000 ..........
1, 000 .........
500

........ .

125

NEW MEXICO •

.Abiquiu agency.
Ute and Jica.rilla Apache .... . No lands . ........ .... .. . ....... ..... ... .. ...... . ......... .
Mescalero agency.
Mescalero Apache......... ....
570,240 .••••••••. . •••• .
185 ........ . ................ .
Navajo agency.

~~~~ti>~ebi~i>:::::: :::::::::: -~·-~~·-~~~: ::::::::: ·---~~ .--~·. ~~0 . . ••. •• .

ogg

g~~

5,
150,
Ptublo and Oimarron agency.
Pu~blo, Mnache Ute, and Jicarilla.Apachu ... ............ __
668, 09L
75,000 . ............................................ .
a Includes Fort Belknap and Fort Peck agencies.
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16!? .
2il9

156

30

60

10

24 ....

25

75

25 ....
75 ...

75
25

30
55

J
20

9
70

400

300

700

600

.......

80

120

250

20

214

75 ··-

25

100

500

5ll0

....... ........

50

125

5

105

75 ....

25

500 1, 000

4, 090

321

2

16!J

28

... ....... ...........

.... .... .

40

20

40

...... ...

300

450

2

62

100

70

320

93

2

5

........... .......... ... . ........... .......... ........... . ..........
10 .. .......... ........... .......... ........... .
150 ......... . ... .............
500 .............
155

100
200
300

......... ..... ...... ..........
... ........ ........ .
2 . ....... ..........

75 . .........
100 --·-··
150 . ..........

40
25
125

60
50
60

30
40
30

10
10
10

150

........

...........

75 . ............

75

60

30

10

60 ------

750 ......

400

60

40 ....

5, 850

........... .

30,000

1, 125 '

500

16,000 1, 000

4, 850

400

80,000

4, 500

400

10

.............

250

.............. ............

160 ..... -- .. -- .. --. · ----. ---·-.

500 1, 500 .....

150

250

50

2, 400 ......... ..

1, 200
130 . -- .. - .... - .. -..

........ ........ ,.......

50
300 20, 000 20, 000
. -- - - . . --- . . .. - - -- .
250

250 .. • • .. .. - -- .

58·- ----

50

45 ........

225 1, 500 ...... 3, 500
1 3, 500 fO .... 10
10
10 ·---··
547 -----306 100 ~ --- ....

.. - - .. .. .. .. .. . -- .. 2, 600 900 1, 000 .. -- .. 2, 500 .. -- -- 2, 500 -- -- .. - .. .. ••
b The Moquis Pueblos are located in A.rizona.
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Name of agency and tribe. a

- -- - - - - - - - - - 11- -- - - - - - - - - - - - -- -1-- - - 1 - - - - - j · - - -

Southern Apache agency. a
Chiricahua, Gila, Mimbre, and
.
Mogollon Apache. . . • • • • • . . . . . . • • • • . • • . . .••• ~ . • • . . ..••.
NEW YORK.

New York agency.
Seneca, Onei<la, Onondaga, Cay. vuga, 'l'uscarora, and Saint
Regis ...•.•.•..•....•.......

86,366

82,000 . •• • •

22, 000

10, 000

14, 500

70, 500

67, 900

NORTH CAROLINA.

Eastern Cherokee special agency.
Eastern Cherokee .•••••....•..

65,211

5, 000 . • • • • .

5, 000 . • • • . • • . . •••....

25,000 ·•••· ...

OREGON.

Grand Ronde agency.
Molal. Clackama, Rogne River,
61,440
and others ................. .
Klamath agency.
Klamath, Modoc, and Wal·
pahpe and Yahooskin Snake 1, 056,000
Malheur agency.
Pi-Ute and Snake ...•••.•••••.. 1, 778,560
Siletz agency.
Ro,!!'ne River, Tootootnay, and
225,000
others ...•.• ......•..• • .•....
Umatilla a,qency.
Walla Walla, Cayuse, and
268,800
Umatilla ..•.. ...... •..• .... .
Warm Springs a,gency.
Warm Spring, Wasco, and
464,000
Tenino ......••..•.••..••....

4,201

20,000

.........

3, 001

229

31

6,562

6,936

... ........ .......... . ...... ..... ............... ............... ............
20 ........

................

50

500

50

1, 000

.................

1, 400

40

1, 650

40

900

150

950

3, 600

32

800

50

5, oao

100

500

320,000

14

300

100

1, 200

400

325

150

1, 500

12,000

180

30

20,000

20

150,000

UTAH.

Uintah Valley agency.
Uintah Ute ...•.••. ....••.•••.• 2, 039,040
WASHINGTON TERRITORY.

Colville agency.
Creur d'Alene. Spokane, Colville, Lake, Calispel, O'Kinagane, San Poel, and Meth-

I

ow .•••••..•..•••.•...••.••. . 2, 800,000

Neah Bay agency.
Ma.kah and Quillebute ...••••••
Puyailup agency.

f2t:: : : ::~ : : ;;::;;~~~

23,040
18,062
4, 717

1, 4!)4
4, 22:>

2, 000 . . • • • •
. 100

1, 657 . • • • . .. .

7, 000

25 .... .... .. ...... ....... ............ ·•··••·

10,061 . .... .
420 . .... .
1, 120 ..•..
3, 000
50
113 . •••••

1, 048
161
635
140
4, 540
281
4
120
7
1, 000
12 ........... .. ......... .... ·· · •··.
120
8
300
10
600
6
5 ....... .. ......... ·•·• · ••·

Shoal Water B~y . ••••• . .•..••.
335
Quinaielt agency.
QoinaiPlt, Queet, Hob, and
Quil.lehute ....• - • •...... . . . .
224, 000 . . . . . . . • •
20
8
6 . ....... . ............... ..
a Agency abolished in May last and Indian removed to San Carlos, Arizona.
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Table showing agricultural improvernents, stock, productions, an&
Lands.
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5, 000
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3, 000
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25,000
3, 000

2, 000
25,000
3, OOl

536,756

2, 075

84

1, 202

236 .

............

875

450

Shoshone agency.
Shoshone ...................... 1, 520,000

16,000

10

50 ..........

300

WISCONSIN.

Green Bay agency.
Stockbridge ...................
Oneida . .......................
Menomonee ...................
La Pointe a,qency.
Chippewa of Lake Superior* ...
WYOMING. ·

90 .• ·......

RE:CAPIT
Numbsr of acres in r eservationt ... . ......... . ..... : ...................................... . 149, 898, 180
Number of acres tillable .......... . . . . .. ............ ....... ....... .......... ...... ....... . 14; 945, 71i3
ll, 592
Number of acres cultivated by the government during the year .......................... .
29:2,550
Number of acres cul tivated by the Indians during the year ......... ...................... .
2, 521
Number of acres broken by the government Juring the year ............................ ..
19, 747
Number of acres broken by the Indians during the year . ................................ ..
97, 175
Number of rocls of fencing made durin g the year ......................................... .
31, 829
Number of full-blood male Indians who labor in civilized pursuits ........................ .
2,803
Number of mixed-blood male Indians who labor in civilized pursuits ...... . .. ... ........ . .
Number of Indian families engaged in civilized pursuits .................................. .
26, 8!14
PRODUCE RAISED lJURING THE YEAR.
:Bu~hels

of wheat, by government, 14,793; by Indians, 688,278 ............................. .
:Bushbls of corn, by ~vernment, :-13,435; by i:ud~ans, 4,656,9_52 .. ........................... .
~~s~els llf oats and arley, by government, 16,ti75; bJ; Indians, 349,247 ....... _.......... __ •
lS e ~ of vegetables, by government, 21,999; by Ind1ans, 556,975 .. _...................... .
T<•ns of bay cut, b~ govemment, 4,774; by Indians, 148,473 . .................. : ........... ..
'l'ons of melons. ra1sed by 1,overnment, 2; by Indians, 3,467 ... ....................... _... ..
Tons of pumpkins, raised y government, 8; by Indians, 3,721. ........................... .
*Partly in Minnesota.

703, 07l
4, 690,387
365,922
578,974
153, 247
3, 469
3, 729

;

.

I

713

INDIAN AFFAIRS.
sou1·ces of subsistence of the different Indian tribes-Continued.
year by Indians.
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20 1, 400 ......

58 ........... . 100 ....... .
646 ............ 100 ....... .
500 ............ 100 . ... . .••
815 . • .. • . 1, 660

50

50 ....

20

13

12

200

63

75

ULA.TION.
STOCK OWNED.

Horses, bv government, 535; by Indians, 209.021 ................... --~--- ................. .
Mules, by government, 296; by India.ns, 7,265 .................. ...... ." .... ................. .
Catt~, by government, 4,090; by Indtans, 217,883 ........................................ ..
Swine, by government, 608; by ' Indians, 121,358 .............. : ........................... .
Sheep, by government, 1,055; by Indians, 587,444 ......................................... .

209,556
7, 561
221,973
121,966
588,499

OTHER RESULTS OF INDIAN LABOR.

~~~g::o::s~1~~~~f;~~~ ::~ ~~ ~ ::::~ ~ : _:::~ ::::: ~: :::_: ~::::::::: ~::: ::::::::::::::::::::::

2, 885,856
92, 191
$370,913
279,000
330, llOO
50,000

1Indian lands without agency, viz:
Ponca r eserve in Dakota .................................... .......... .........•...•.....•
Crour d' A.lene reserve in Idaho ..................................................... . ..... .
R eservation s in Kansas ...... ........................ . .................................... .
Mille Lac r eserve in Minnesota a ...... ................................................... .

96,000
736; 000
35,721
61,014

Feet of lumber sawed .................... ... ................. ------.--- · ·----- · ... ·-- ·-- •
Cords of wood cut ................. ......... ................. ................ .'........... ..
Value of robes and furs sold ........................................ .': .................... .

a The Mill Lac Chippewas are under the White Earth agency.

928,735
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· LIST OF INDIAN AGENCIES ASSIGNED TO THE SEVERAL RELIGIOUS BODIES.
FRIENDS.-Great Nemaha, Omaha, Winnebago, Otoe, and SR.ntee, in Nebraska., and
Pawnee, in the Indian Territory. B. -Rush R~berts, Sltndy Spring, Md.
FRIENDS (ORTHODOX).-Pottawatomie and Kickapoo, in Kansas;. Quapaw, Osage, Sac
and Fox, Wichita, Kiowa and Comanche, and Cheyenne and Arapahoe, in the Indian Territory. Dr .•las. E. Rhoades, Germantown. Philadelphia, Pa.
METHODlST.-Hoopa Valley, Round Valley, and Tule River. in California; Yakama,
Neah Bay, and Quinaielt, in Washington Territory; Klamath and Siletz, in Oregon; Blackfeet, Crow, and Fort Peck, in Montana; Fort Hall and Lemhi, in ldaho ; and Mackinac,
in Michigan. Rev. Dr. J. M. Reid, secretary Missionary Society Methodist Episcopal Church,
!:!05 Broadway, New York City.
·
CATHOLIC.-Tulalip and Cnlville, in Washington Territory; Grand Ronde and Umatilla,
in Oregon; Flathead, in Montana; and Standing Rock and Devil's Lake, in Dakota. General Charles Ewing, Catholic com1nissioner Roman Catholic Church, Washington, D. C.
BAPTIST.-Union (Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles), in the
Indian Territory; and Nevada, in Nevada. Rev. Joseph F. S~wards, secretary American Baptist
Home Missionary Society, 150 Nassau street, New York City.
PRESBYTERIAN.-Abiquiu, Navajo, Mescalero Apache, Southern Apache, and Pueblo, in
New Mexico; Nez Perce. in Idaho; and Uintah Valley, in Utah. Rev. Dr. J. C. Lowrie,
secretary Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions of tlte Presbyterian Church, 23 Center
street, New York City.
CoNGREGATIONAL.-Green Bay and La Point.e, in Wisconsin; Red Lake, in Minnesota;
Sisseton and Fort Berthold, in Dakota; and S'Kokomish, in Washington Territory. Rev.
Dr. M. E. Strieby, secretary American Missionary Association, 56 Reade s' reet, New York City.
REFORMED.-Colorado River, Pima and Maricopa, and San Carlos, in Arizona. Rev. Dr.
J. M. Ferris, secretary Boa1·d of Missions of Reformed Church, 34 Vesey street, New York
City.
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL.-White Earth, in Minnes ··ta; Crow Creek, Lower Brule,
Cheyenne River, Yankton, Spotted Tail, and Red ClouJ, in Dakota; Ponca, in Indian
Territory; and Shoshone, in Wyoming. Rev. Robert C. Rogers, secretary Indian Commission
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 30 Bible House, New York City.
UNITARIAN.-Los Pinos and White River, in Colorado. Rev. Ruslt R. Shippen, secretary
American Unitarian Association, 7 Tremont Place, Boston.
FREE-WILL BAPTIST.-Leech Lake, in Minnesota. Rev. A. H. Chase, secretary Free- Will
Baptist Home Missionary Association, Hillsdale, Mich.
,
UNITED PHESBY'I'ERIAN.-Warm Springs, in Oregon. Rev. John G. Brown, D. D., secretary Home Mission Board United Presbyterian Church, Pittsburf?h, Pa.
CHRISTIAN UNION.-Malheur, in Oregon. Rev. J. S. Rowland, Salem, Oreg.
EVANGELICAL LUTHKRAN.-Southern Ute, in Colorado. Rev. J. G. Butler, Washington,
D.C.
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS, WITH THEIR POST-OFFICE
ADDRESS.
General Clinton B. Fisk, chairman, 3 Broad street, New York Citv.
William Stickney, secretary, New York avenue, corner Fifteenth street, Washington,
DC.
A. C. Barstow, Providence, R.I.
David H. Jerome, Saginaw, Mich.
E. M. Kingsley, 30 Clinton Place, New York City.
John D. Lang, Vassalborough, Me.
B. Rush Roberts, Sandy Spring, Md.
W. B. Lyon, 4!:33 Broadway, New York City.
E. N. Stebbins, New Brunswick, N.J.

Schedule showing location of Indian agencies; also list of agents, with their post-o:tfice and telegraphic address .
.Agency.

.Agent.

Post-office address .

Telegraphic address.

.ARIZONA.

······J

Colorado River ...... . J. C. ~allory, jr .....•.
Yuma, Ariz.
P~rker, Ariz····.·· ..••••••••••.•.••..
Pima and Maricopa, J. H. Stout ........••••..••.. P1ma agency, Anz .••..
l!'lorence, Ariz.
and Papago.
San Uarlos .....•.......
Camp Grant, Arizona, via San Frandsco ....••...•..•.•.... 1 Camp Grant, Ariz.
Moquis l:'uoblo ·;······
CALIFORNIA.

· Hoopa Valley, Humboldt County, Cal. .................. ····I Arcata, Cal.

Hoopa Valley ....••....

CovPlo, Mendocino Uountv, Cal. ..... .
Porterville, Tulare County, Cal

Round Valley ......... .
Tule River
COLORADO.

·IJosepl~

·I

G~nnison

Ukiah, Cal.
Visalia, Cal.

·I

H

Los Pinos . ....•.....•.
B. Abbott;.. ........ L9s Pinos,
County, Colo ......................... Garland City, Colo.
Southern Ute.......... Fmnms H. Weaver .... . .... T1erra Amanlla, N. Mox ....................•.........•.•.. Santa Fe, N. Mt'x.
White River ...•.•..••. E. H. Danforth .. •......•.... White River, Colo .......................................... Rawlins, Wyo.
DAKOTA.

Cheyenne River ...... .
Crow Creek ........... .
Devil's Lake .......... .
Flandreau .. ...•.......
Fort Berthold ......... .
Lower Brule
Red Uloud . ........... .
Spotted Tail
Sisseton ..........•.•..
Standing Rock ..•......
Yankton .............. .
IDAHO.

Cheyenne River agency, Ashmore County, Dak
.Crow Ureek, Buffa1o County, Dak ....... ; .............•.•..
Fort Totten, Ramsey County, Dak ..•.........•..•... -- .. - ..
Green wood, Oak ....................... . ...•.
Fort Berthold. Oak . . . .................... . ..•..
Lower Bmle agency, via Crow Creek, Dak ............... ..
¥~!~:.r:~~~~:::::::::::: Red Cloud agency, Dak., via Crow Creek .................. .
J. M. Lee, 1st Iieut., U. S. A .. Spotted Tail agency, Dak., via Yankto.n ................. ..
E. H. C. Hooper .. ..•........ SisHeton agency, Dak., via Saint PauL •......•.•
William T. Hughes ........ . Standing Hock, Dak .. ..............•.......................
Yankton agency, Dak ..•.........•..••.
J. G. Gasmann
J. F. Cravens .............. .
H. F. Livingston .. ..... .... .
Jam es McLaughlin ........ .
John P. Williamson ........ .
E. H . .Alden ..........•••....

"·····1

:::

Fort Hall ........
W. H. Danilson ......... : •..
Lemhi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C. N. Stowers ... ........... .
NezPerce ..•.......... JohnB.Monteith ..•...•....

zHtj

Cheyenne River agency, via Fort Sully, Dak.
Crow Creek, Dak.
Jamestown, Dak.
Yankton agency, Dak.
:Bismarck, Dak.
Lower Brule agency, via Grow Creek, Dak.
Crow Creek, Dak.
Springfield, Dak., via Yankton.
Morris, Minn.
Standing Rock, via Bismarck, Dak.
Yankton agency, Dak.

>

z

>"';j
"';j
~
1-4
pj

rn

Ross Fork, Oneida County, Idaho.
Pleasant Valley Stati"n, Idaho.
Lewiston, Idaho, via Portland, Oreg.

INDIAN TERRITOHY.

Chey~nneandArapahoel John D. Miles

Fort Sill, Ind. T.

-=1
1---4

Kiowa and Comanche.. J. M. Haworth

Fort Sill, Ind. T.

01

Schedule of Indian agencies and add1·ess of agents-Continued.

~
~

0':>

!NOlAN

Telegraphic address.

Post-office address .

.Agent.

.A~('UCy.

pj

T&n.-Cont'tl.
Osage agency, Ind. T ., via Coffeyville, Kans .............. ..
Pawnee agency, Ind. T., via Coffeyville, Kans
Baxter Springs, Kaus ... . .............. ..
Seneca, N ewt.ou County, Mo . ............. .
Sac and Fox agency, Ind. T., via Okmulgee.
Muskogee, Iu~. •r -····· -----· ..... . .. .... ................. .
Wichita agency, A.nadarko P. 0 ., Incl. T .

Cyrus Beede ......... ..... . .
Charl es H . Seftring . ... .... .
A. G. 'Boone .............. ..
II. W. Jon es ..... ......... ..
Levi Woodward .......... ..
U1Jiun . ..•.•..••. •• . .. . 8. \V. Marston ............ .
.A. C. Williams ...... ...... ..
·wiuhita
Osu~o . ...... ...

.. . .... .
I'awneo ...•............
J>oncn. .........•...... .
Quapaw ..........•....
Snt· antl Fox ......... ..

IOWA.

Sac and Fox ......... .

·I

Coffeyville, Kans.
Coffeyville, Kans.
Baxter Springs, Kans.
Senrca, Mo.
Muskogee, Ind. T.
Muskogee, Ind. T .
Fort Sill, Ind. T.

t;l

""d

0

pj
~

0

~

1-::l

I

Tama City, Iowa .

Thomas S. Free . ..... .. ..... Toledo, Iowa ..•...•.•....•......

P::

t;l

l/2

KANSAS.

I

t:r::

··········1

l

Central Snperiutcnd'ey Willia,m Ni?holson .......... Lawr~nce, Kans -.:. -· ····· ······ .....•..•...........
Lawr~nce, K a,ns.
Kansas ... .......... ... M.H.Newlin ..........•.... Rossnlle, Shawnee County, Kans -··············· ·· ·······- Rossv11le, Kans.

f;l>

George W. Lee

Ypsilanti, Mich ......................... .

. •••.. , Ypsilanti, Mich.

MlNNESOTA.

~
~

0

·1

Leech La,ke . ..•....... -I H. J . King .......•......... -I Leech Lake, Cass County, Minn ........................... Brainerd, Minn.
R eel Lake -.. ... ... .... . R. M. Pratt .. . . . . . . . . . . • . . .. Red Lakr, Beltrami County, Minn .. . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . • . . •. . . . Detroit. Minn.
"White Earth ..•....... L ewis Stowe ... •.•.••....... White Earth agency, Becker County, Minn . •. .. ~ .......... White Earth agency, v i;t Detroit, Minn.

~

1-3

P::
t;l

MONTANA.

Blackfeet ..•.••..... ···1
Crow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
~la1h e ad .. .............
]ott Peck .............

~

t;l
~

:MIClllGAN.

Mackinac.

a

John Young . ...... . ........ 1Blackfeet agency, Montana, via Fort Shaw .......•.......• -.1
George W. l<'rost ... . • . .. . . .. Crow agency, Montana, via Bozeman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Pete1: Ronan -.-- -.. ....... ... Flathead agency, via Missoula, Mont ......................
Welliugton Bird ........... . Fort .Buford, Dak ...........................................

H

Blackfeet agency, Montana, via Fort Sb.aw.
Crow agency, Montana, via Bozeman.
D!ler Lodge, Mont., thence by mail to Missoula.
Bismarck, Dak.

z
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t;l
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H

0

NEBRASKA.

Groat Nemaha ... . .... .
Omaha . . .. .... ........ .
Otoe _..............•.•.
Sautee ................ .

Noh art, Richardson County, Nebr..........................
Omaha agency, Blackbird County, Nebr ....................
Otoe agency, Gage Count.y, Nebr _...........................
Santee agency , Knox County, Nebr ........................

White Cloud, Kans.
Sioux City, Iowa.
•
Mal_'ysville, Kans., on St. Joseph and D . C. Railroad.
Sprmgfield, Dak.

Winnebago

Winnebago agency, Dakota County, N ebr.................. Sioux City, Iowa.

:0

NkV.lii.A:

···I

·~r"

Nevada .............
A. J_. Barnes .....•.......... , Wadswortl;, :Nev ..
••..••••••••••• •.•.•••.••..•......•••. , Wadsw;orth, NeV.
'Vestern Shoshone ..... LeVI A. Gheen ..•••....••••. Elko, Elko County, Nev ............... ......... ....... .... . Elko, Nev .

.::..
-;J
H

NEW MEXICO.

Al>iquiu ........ . ..... - ~
Mescalero ..............
Nava.jo .... ... .........
Pueblo .................

S. A . Russell . .. ............ -~ Tierra Am~uilla, Rio Arriba Count._y, N.Mex .............. . ! Santa ~· e. N. M· ·x.

F. U. Godfroy ....... ........ South Fork, Lincoln County, N.Mex ....................... La Mesilla., N.Mex.

J. E, P:v,le ...... ... . ..... .... Navajo agerrcy, Mineral Springs, Valenc:a County, N .Mex. Navajo agency, via Santa Fe, N. Mox.
B.M. ThomM ....... _, . .... ·. Santa Fe, N.Mex ........................................... Santa Fe, N.Mex.

NEW YORK.

New York ............. 1 D. Shet·man ................. 1 Forcstdlle, Chautauqua County, N.Y . ....................

I

Forestville, N.Y. -

OREGON.

Grand Ronde .•.••.....
Klamath ...•.....•.....
Malheur ............. .
Siletz .. ............... .
Umatilla .............. .
'Varm Springs ..•......

P. B. Sinnott .. . .
J. H. Roork ................ .
W. V. Rinehart ............ .
William Bagley ............ .
N .A. Corn oyer ............ .
John Smith ................ .

Grand Itonde, Polk County, Oreg . ......... . ............... .
Linkville, Lake County, Oreg ............................. .
Eldorado, Baker County, Oreg ............................ ..
Tolerlo, Benton County, Oreg ................ . .. . .......... .
Pemlleton, Umatilla County, Oreg ....•... . ........... ' .... .
Warm Springs, Wasco County, Orrg ...................... .

Saint Joseph, Yamhill County, Oreg.
Ashland, Oreg.
Baker City, Oreg.
Corvallis, Oreg.
Weston, Oreg.
The Dalles, Oreg.

UTAH.

Uintah Valley ......... 1 J. J. Critchlow .............. 1 Salt Lake City, Utah·····'· .. ..... .

............ ,' Salt Lake City, Utah.

ztj
~

~

z

~
~
~

~

WASHINGTON TERHITORY.

Colville ...........•.•..
Noah Ba.v ............ ..
Nisqually . ............ .
Quinaielt .....•••••....
S'Kokomish ......... ..
Tulalip .........•.•.•..
Yakama

-~

~

John A. Simms ............ .
C. A. Huntington .......... .
R.H.Milroy ............... .
G. A. Henry ............... .
Edwin Eells.. ............... .
Alfred N. Marion ......... .
James H. Wilbur ......... ..

Fort Colville, Wash ....................................... .
N eah Bay, vVash .•••••.•..............................•....
Olyn1pia, \Vash ...........•.•........•••.......••...........
Chehalis Point, Wash .................................... .
S'Kokomish agency, Mason County, Wash ..•..
Tulalip, Wash ......•.••.• ; ............ . ....... .
Fort Simcoe, Wash ...... ...... ............................ .

Walla Wa11a, WaRh.
Port Townsend, Wabh.
Olympia, Wash.
Olympia, Wash.
Olympia, Wash.
Point Elliott, via Seattle, Wasl1.
Dalles City, Orl'g.

~

rn

WISCONSIX.

Green Bay ............. , James C. Bridgman ......... , Keshena or Green Bay, Wis ................................ , GrPen Bay, Wis.
La Pointe .............. I. L. Mahan ................. Red Cliff, via Bayfield, Wis ................................. Duluth, Minn., by mail to Bayfield, Wis.
WYOML'W.

Shoshone and Bannack.l James I. Patten ............ 1 Camp Brown, Wyo

Camp Stambaugh, Wyo.

INSPECTous: E. C. Kemble, 228 East Fiftieth street, New York City; William Vandever, Dubuque, Iowa; E. C. Watldns, Grand Rapids, Mich
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REPORT
OF

THE COMMISSION APPOINTED BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNI'l'ED STA'fES, UNDER INSTRUCTIONS
OF THE HONORABLES THE SECRETARY OF WAR AND THE
SECRE1~ARY OF THE INTERIOR, TO MEET THE SIOUX INDIAN OHIEF, SITTING BULL, WITH A VIEW TO A V .E RT
HOSTILE INCURSIONS INTO THE TERRITORY OF THE
UNITgD STATES FROM THE DOMINION OF CANADA.

To the honorable Secretaries of War and of the InteTior:
GENTLEMEN: The undersigned have the honor to report that they
were directed by the President through the War and Interior Departments to form a commission to act according to the following instructions:
·

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington City, Septembe1· 6, 1877.
GRNTLEMEN : The President desires you to proceed at your earliest convenience to
Fort Benton, and thence to a point on our northern frontier, from which the present encampment of the Sioux chief, Sitting Bull on British territory, is most easily accessible.
At the frontier you will be met by a detachment of mounted Canadian police, detailed ·
by the (}overmnent of the Dominion of Canada for your protection.
.
It is the object of your mission, undertaken at the suggestion of the Government of
the Dominion, to ascertain what danger there may be of hostile incursions on the part
of Sitting Bull and the bands under his command upon the territory of the United
States, and, if possible, to effect such arran gem en ts, not unacceptable to the Government
of the Dominion, as may be the best calculated to avert that danger. To this end you
will put yourself in communication with Sitting Bull in such manner as, under existing
circumstances, may seem to. you most judicious.
In doing so you will keep the following facts in view:
In the month of February last, Sitting Bull and his bands engaged in armed ho~til
ities against the United States, and pursued by our military forces, crossed the b6nndary
line of the British possessions, for the purpose of escaping from that pursuit. At that
time the fugitive I~dians appeared to be well armed, but their ammunition was so
nearly exhausted that they were no longer able to continue the struggle. Under such circumstances they took refuge on British soil, where the troops of the United States could
not follow them without violating the territory of a friendly power. It is reported,
and there is good reason for believing, that these hostile Indians have availed themselves of the protection and security thus enjoyed to replenish their stock of ammunition, and thus to enable themselves to resume their hostilities against the United
States as soon as they may find it convenient to do so.
•
According to. all recognized principles of international law, every government is
bound to protect the territory of a neighboring friendly state against a.cts of arme rl
hostility on the part of the refugees who, for their protection from :anrsuit, have cro.:~setl
the frontier. While the Government of Great Britain will be most mindful of this obligation, the President recognizes the difficulties which, in dealing with a. savage population, may attend to its fulfillment, and he is, therefore, willing to do all in his power
to prevent any interruption of the relations of good neighborhood, and to avert a disturbance of the peace"'fthe border, even to the extent of entering into communication
with an Indian chief who occupies the position of a fngitive enemy and criminal.
·
You are, therefore, instructed, ,in the name of the President, to inform Sitting Bull
and the other chiefs of the bands of Indians recently escaped into the British possessions,
that they will be permitted peaceably to return to the United States and occupy such.
reservations as may be assigned to them, and that they will be treate~ in as fr·iendly
a spirit as were other hostile Indians who, after having been engaged with Sitting
Bull and his followers in hostilities against the United States, snrrenilered to our military forces. This treatment, however, can be accorded only on condition that Sitting
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Bull and all the members of the Indian bauds who take advantage of this offer of
pardon and protection, when crossing the line from British territory to that of the
United States, surrender to our military forces stationed at the frontier all their firearms and ammunition, as well as all their horses and ponies, the military commander
permitting them the tempor~:try use of such animals as may be necessary for the transportation of the aged and infirm among the Indians who may be unable to march on
foot to the reservations. You will insist upon this condition to its full extent, and not
make any promises beyond that of a pardon for the act of hostility committed as stated
above.
Should Sitting Bull and the other chiefs with him express their willingness to return
to the United States on these terms you will notify the commander of the United States
forces a t - - - of that fact, and instructions will be given for the reception of the
Indians at the frontier. In case the Indians refuse to retun;1 to the United States upon
such terms, you will then break off all communication with them, and the Government
of Great Britain will, no doubt, take such measures as may be necessary to protect the
territory of the United States against hostile invasion .
.A. copy of these instructions has been forwarded to General A. H. Terry, United
States Army, who will act as the head of the commission.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. W. McCRARY,
Secreta1·y of War.

C. SCHURZ,
Secretary of the Interior.

To Brig. Gen. ALFRED H. TERRY, U. S. Army,
To General A. G. LAWRENCE, Washington.

The commission met and organized at Saint Paul, on the 11th of September, 1877.
There were present: Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry, United States Army;
Ron. A. G. Lawrence, Rhode. Island; H. C. Corbin, brevet lieutenantcolonel, United States Army, secretary.
It was decided tllat the commission should leave the city on the 14th
instant for Fort Benton, Mont., via Omaha, Nebr., and Helena, Mont.,
this route having been determined the most expeditious as to time.
The chairman notified tlle Hon. Secretary of War of the action of tlle
commission.
[Copy of telegram.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPA"RTMENT OF DAKOTA,
Saint Paul, Mi1111., Septembe1· 11, 1877.
To the honorable Se01·etary of Wm·, Wash ington,

D~

C.:

The commission to meet Sitting Bull organized here to-da.v. It has determined, in
order to save time, to go to Fort Benton via the Union Pacific road and the Montana
stage-line. I am directed to request that the Dominion authorities be notified that the
commission desire to meet the escort which they will furnish at the point where the
usually traveled road from Fort Benton to Fort Walsh crosses the boundary. I am
also directed to suggest that the Canadian authorities should be asked to induce Sitting
Bull and his chiefs and headmen to come to Fort Walsh to meet the commission.
The object of this last suggestion is to save time. It bas been recently reported that
the Indians are one hundred and twenty miles beyond Fort Walsh. If this be true, to
reach their present camp would involve six hundred miles travel, going from andreturning. to Fort Benton, a march which would consume nearly twenty-five days. If
the Indians should accept the terms offered t.hem, it would be extremely desirable, on
many accounts, to ering them in as early as possible. We shall expect to reach the
boundary on tlle 29th or 30th.
ALFRED H. TERRY,
A true copy.
H. C. CORBIN,

B1·igadier-Gtmeral, Chai1·ntan.

Captain Ttcenty-fourth Infantry, Secretm·y.

SAINT PAuL, MINN., Septmnber 12, 1877.
The c mmi ion m t. It wa th(>n determine<l to ask a modification
of ? much ~f th in, truction' to the commission as reqnired that the
Indian be <hsmountetl at the boundary.
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[Copy of telegram.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA,
Saint Pa·ul, Minn., Septembe1· 12, 1877.
To honorable G. W. McCRARY,
Secreta1·y of War, Dayton, Ohio:
After examining their instructions, the commission think that it would be desirable
to modify them in one particular. They require that all arms and all horses, except
such as may be needed for the use of the infirJU and sick, shall be surrendered at the
boundary. The arms most certainly should lie surrendered there; but we think that
it would be very embarrassing to both the troops and the Indians if they should be
dismounted before reaching their reservation. Deprived of their arms there would be
no danger of their attempting to escape from their escort, even if they should have
horses. We suppose that under the term, "as kind treatment as any of the hostiles
have received," we may say to them that the horses will be sold for their benefit, as has
been done in the case of other Indians.
An answer to this a week hence sent to Helena, Mont., will be in time.
.
ALFRED H. TERRY,
Brigadier-General and Chairman of Com'rnission.
A true copy.
H. C. CORBIN,
Captain Twenty-fourth Infant1·y, Se(jretary.

A cop:v of the answer thereto, as furnished by the telegraph operator
at Ross Forks, Idaho.
Govt.
CINCINNATI, 0HI0 1 September 16.
General A. H. TERRY, Helena, Mont. :
The President directs me to say that the instructions of the commission are modified,
as suggested in your dispatch of the twelfth.
GEO. W. McCRARY,
Sec1·etary of Wm·.

(Copy furnished at Ross Fork at request of General Terry.)
The commission decided to authorize the emplo.vment of a phonographic reporter and Indian interpreter, and Mr. Jay Stone,:or Saint
Paul, was appointed.
On the same day the following telegrams were received and answered:
WASHINGTON, D. C., September 12, 1877.
General A. H. TERRY, Saint Paul:
The request has been received through Department of State that you will telegraph to governor-general Dominion Canada, at Ottawa, before starting, the point on
boundary where mounted escort to be furnished by that government should meet the
commission.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
.Adjutant-General.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA,
Saint Paul, Minn., September 12, 1877.
To his excellenC'IJ the governor-general of the Dominion of Canada, Ottawa, Canada:
By direction of the War Department of the United States, I have the honor to inform
your excellency that thA commission appointed to meet Sitting Bull will proceed from
Fort Benton, Montana Territory, to the point where the usually traveled road from
that place to Fort Walsh crosses the boundary. The commission would be glad to meet
at that point the escort which it understands is to be furnished to it by the Dominion
arrive at the point designated about the ~9th
Government. The commission
instant.
·
ALFRED H. TERRY,
Brigadier-General, U. 8. A., an:l Chair-rnan of Commission.

will

A .t rue copy.
H. C. CoR~IN,
Captain 1icenty-fimrth Infantry, Secretm·y.
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After making provision for very cold weather, the commission started
from Saint Paul by rail .on the evening .of the 14th of September, ~nd
proceeded via Omaha, Ogden, Franklin, and Helena, arriving at Fort
Shaw in advance of the mail on the 25th of September.
Before leaving Saint Paul, thecommanderoftheDepartment of Dakota
had directed General Miles, at Tongue River, to send tllree companies
of the Second Cavalry to Fort Benton, to serve as an escort to the commission. It being foreseen, however, that ihese troops would be needed
by General .Miles in his pursuit of the Nes Perces, General Gibbon, at
. Fort Shaw, had taken measures to provide another escort, by calling up
a company of the Seventh Cavalry from I~'ort Ellis. Awaiting the arrival of these last-named troops, the commission n·mained at Shaw until
the 4th of Octobt-r. On that day it started for Fort Benton, with one
company of the Seventh Infantry and one of the Seventh Cavalry. It
reached Fort Benton about noon of the 6th. At midnight of the same
day news was received of the battle at Bear's Paw Mountain, accompanied
by a call from General Miles for rations and forage. It was thereupon
(letermined. to remain at Benton and send forward supplies in · such
wagons as could be obtained, including the wagons provided for the
· commission, under the guard of its escort. On the night of the 8th,
further dispatches were received from General Miles, announcing the
final surrender of the Nes Perces, and informing the commission that
the troops originally destined to be its escort would now be available
for that purpose, and would in a day or two be put in march to meet it.
The commission, therefore, moved out from Fort Benton on the lOth,
met its escort on the evening of the 12th, and on the 13th again started
for Fort Walsh. The boundary was reached in the afternoon of the
15th, when the commission was met by Lieut. Col. J. F. McLeod, commissioner of the Northwest Territory and commander of the Northwest Mounted Police, with a detachment of his command. Under this
escort the commission proceeded to Fort Walsh, reaching it at 6 p.m.
on the 16th . .
FORT WALSH, October 17, 1877.
The commission met at 10 a. m., and the address to the Indians was
determined upon.
Before being presented to them, Baptiste Shane, the interpreter of
the commission, together with the official interpreter at Fort Walsh,
also an interpreter, brought by Sitting Bull, were assembled, and the
address read and its meaning fully explained, in order that they might
be better able to make a proper and full interpretation.
FoRT WALSH, October 17, 1877.
The commission assembled at 3 o'clock p. m. in .Majo·r Walsh's quart ers. Present: General Terry, General Lawrence, Capt. H. C. Corbin,
and Mr. Jay Stone, a stenographer.
Lieutenant-Colonel McLeod, Major Walsh, and other officers of the
mounted police were also present.
The Indian chiefs were then brought in and their names announced,
as follows: Bear's Head, head chief of the Uncapapas; Sitting Bull,
~he Spotted Eagle, The Flying Bird, The Whirlwind Bear, The Medicme-turn -around, The Iron Dog, The-man-that-scatters-the-Bear, Little
1 nife, The Crow, and Yellow Dog.
.
.
Tile Indians were informed that Baptiste Shane was to interpret, and
that l\1r. ro-vo t and Joe Lana val were to listen and see that it was correctl y don . General Terry then read to them the propositions.
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vVe are sent a commission by the President of the United States, at
·the request of the Government of the Dominion of Canada, to meet you.
The President has instructed us to say to you that he desires to make
a lasting peace with you and your people ; he desires that all hostilities
· shall cease, and that all the people of the United States shall live together in harmony. lie wi~hes this not for the sake of the whites alone~
but for your sake as well; and he has instructed us to say that if you
will return to your country, and hereafter refrain from acts of hostility
against its government and people, a full pardon will be given to you for
all act~ committed in the past; that no matter what those acts have
been, no attempt will be made to punish you or any man among you;
that what is past shall be forgotten, and that you shall be received in
the friendly spirit in which the other Indians who have been engaged
in ·hostilities against the United States and have surrendered to its military forces have been received.
We will now explain to you what the President intends to say when
he promises that, in case you accept these terms, you will be treated in
as friendly a spirit as the. Indians who have surrendered.
Of all those bands which were at war with the United States a year
ago, this band of yours, which has sought refuge in the British possessions, is the only one which has not sur,rendered; every other one
has come into some of the agencies established for the Sioux nation.
Of these bands, no single man has ever been punished for his hostile or
criminal a·cts. Every man, every woman, and every child has been receiYed as a friend. Every one has received sufficient food and clothing
for his support. Every one has been treated in the same manner as
those of your nation who, during all the past troubles, remained peaceably at their agencies.
It is true that these Indians have been required to give up their horses
and arms, but these horses and arms have been partially sold, a.nd all
will be sold, and whatever has been or may be received for them has
been or will be applied for the benefit of those from whom they were
taken. One of us has already caused to be purchased and sent to the
agencies on the Missouri River 650 cows for the use of the Indians ·
there. This has been done in the belief that the best hope for the future
welfare of your people and their children is in the abandonment of your
present mode of life and the adoption of the occupation of breeders of
cattle. These .same terms are now offered to you. The President cannot and will not consent that you should return to your country armed,
mounted, and prepared for war. He cannot consent that you should
return prepared to inflict injuries similar to those which you have inflicted in the past, but he invites you to come to the boundary of his
and your country, and there give up your arms and ammunition, and
thence to go to the agencies to which he will as~igu you, and there give
up your horses, excepting tlwse which are required for peace purposes.
Your a;rms and horses will then be sold, aud with all the money obtained
for them cows will be bought and sent to ~' ou.
From these cows you will be able to raise herds, which will support
you and your children; which will S!Jpport you and them long after the
game upon which you now depend for subsistence shall have disappeared. And in the mean time you will receive the clothing and food
which the other bands of your nation are now receiving.
"\iVe have come many hundred miles to bring you this message from
the President, who, as we have told you before, desires to live in peace
with all his people. Too much white and Indian blood has already been
shed. It is time that bloodshed should cease. Of one thing, howevert
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it is our duty to assure you, you cannot return to your country and
your friends unless you accept these propositions. Should you attempt
to return with arms in your hands, you must be treated as enemies of
the United States.
We ask you to take these propositions into consideration ; to take
. time, consult together, and to weigh them carefully. When you have
done so, we ~hall be ·glad to meet you and receive your answer.
Sitting Bull then said: For 64 years you have kept me and my people
and treated us bad. What have we done that you should want us to
stop t We have done nothing. It is all the people on your side that
have started us to do all these depredations. We could not go anywhere else, and so we took refuge in this country. It was on this side ·
of the country we learned to shoot, and that is the reason why I came
back to it again. I would like to know why ,You came here. In the
firs1; place, I did not give you the country, but you followed me from one
place to another, so I had to leave and come over to this country. I was
born and raised in this country with the Red River Half-Breeds, and I
intend to stop with them. I was raised hand in hand with the Red
River Half-Breeds, and we are going over to that part .of the country,
and that is the rea~Son why I have come over here. (Shaking bands
with the British officers.) That is the way I was raised, in the hands of
these people here, and that is the way I intend to be with them .. You
have got ears, and you have got eyes to see with them, and you see how
I live with these people. You see me~ Here I am! If you think I am
a fool you are a bigger fool than I am. 'This house is a medicine-house.
You come here to tell us lies, but we don't want to hear them. I don't
wish any such language used to me; that is, to tell me such lies in my
Great Mother's house. Don't you say two more words. Go back home
where you came from. This country is mine, and I intend to stay here,
and to rai~e this country full of grown people. See these people here.
We were raised with them. (Again shaking bands with the British
officers.) That is enough; so uo more. You see me shaking Lands with
hflse people.
The part of the country you gave me you ran me out of. I have now
come here to stay with these people, and I intend to stay here. I wish
you to go !Jack, and to ''take it easy" going back. (Taking a Santee
Indian by the hand.) These Santees-I was born and raised with them.
He is going to tell you something about them.
'' The-one-that-runs-the-Ree," a Santee Indian, said: Look at me. I
was born and raised in this country. These people away north llere,
I was raised with my hands in their own. I have lived in peace with
them. For the last 64 years we were over in your country, and you
treated us badly. We have come over here now, and you want to try
and get us back there again. You didn't treat us well, and I don't like
you at all. (Shaking hands with the English officers.) I have been up
and down these roads. We have been running up and down this country. 1 have been up and down there as often as these people have. I
will be at peace with these people as long as I live. You come over here
to tell us lies. I will shake hands with men here, and I have been in
peace with them. I have come this far into this country. These are
the people that learned me how to hoot the first timr. This country is
our . We did not give i.t to you. You stole it away from c.s. You have
come over here to our country to tell us lies, and I don't propose to talk
much, and that i all I have to say. I waut you to take it easy going
back home. Don't go in a rush.
''Nine,' a Yankton Indian, wlw joined tlw Santee l:aml that left 1\:Iin-
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nesota some years ago during the massacre, said, after shaking hands
all around: I have shaken hands with evervbodv in the house. I don't
wear the same clothes that these people do . . You come over here totell lies on one another. I want to tell you a few, out you have got
more lies than I can say. Sixty-four years ago you got our country and
you promised to take good care of us and keep us. You ran from one
place to another killing us and fighting us, and I was born and raised
with these people over here. I have come here to SPe the council and
to shake bands with you all. I wanted to tell you what I think of this.
There are seven different tribes of us. They live all over the country.
You kept part of us over there, and part of us you kept on this side.
You did not treat us right over there, so we came back over here. These
people sitting around here, .you promised to take good care of them
when you had them over there, but you did not fulfill your promises.
They ha'\"C come over here to this side again, and here we are all together.
I come in to these people here and they give me permission to trade
with the traders; that is the way I make my living. Everything I get
I buy from the tradt-rs. I don't steal anything. For fourteen years I have
not fought with your people, and that is what I have lost by waiting in
this country. I have come over here to these people, and these people,
if they had a piece of tobacco, they gave me half; and that is why I
live over here. I have a little powder in my powder-horn, and I gave
yon a little fourteen years ago. Since then I have been oYer in this
country. (Shaking bands all around and continuing.) We came over
to this country, and I am going to live with these people here. This
country over here is mine. The bullets I have over here I intend to kill
something to eat with; not to kill anybody with them. That is what
·these people told me; to kill nothing out what I wanted to eat with the
ammunition they gave me. I will do so.
A squaw named "The-one-that-speaks-once," wife of "Tbe-man-thatscatters-the-Bear," said, I was over ·to your country; I wanted to raise
my children over there, but you did not give me any time. I came over
to this country to raise my children and ha'\"e a little peace. (Shaking bands with the English officers.) That is all I have to ·say to you.
I want you to go back where you came from. These are tlle people
that I am going to stay with, and raise my children with.
The Flying Bird: These people bere, God Almighty raised us together. We have a little sense and we ought to love one another. Sitting
Bull here says that wheJ:\ever you fouud us out, wherever his country
was, why, you wanted to have it. It is Sitting Bull's country, this is.
These people sitting all around me, what they committed I bad nothing
to do with it. I was not in it. The soldiers find out where we live, and
they never think of anything good, it is always something bad. (Again
shaking hands with the British officers.)
The Indians having risen, being apparently about to leave tbe room,
the interpreter was tben directed to ask the following questions:
Shall I say to the President that you refuse the offers that he has
made to you 1 A.re we t.o understand from what you have said that you
refuse those ofi'ers ¥
Sn.'TING BuLL. I could tell you more, but that is all I h~ve to tell
you. If we told you more-why, you would not pay any attention to it.
Tbat is all I have to say. This part of the country does not belong to
your people. You belong on the other side; this side belongs to us.
The Ut~ow. (8baking banos. and embracing Colonel McLeod, and
shaking- lumds with the othet· British officers.) This is the way I will
li\·e in this pa1 t of the country. That is th~ way I like them, (making
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gesture of embrace.) When we came back . from the other side ;you
wanted to do something-to lie. You want us to go back to the other
.side; that is the reason why you stay here. What do you mean by
.coming over here and talking that way to us~ All this country around
here, I know, belongs to these people, and that is the reason why I came
<>~er here when I was driven out of the other country. I am afraid of
God Almighty; that is the reason why I don't want to do anything
bad. When I came over here I came to live with these people. My
. .children, myself, and my women, they all live together. Those people
that don't hide anything, they are all the people I like. I suppose you
wanted to hear something; that is the reason you came over here. The
people standing around here want to bear it also; that is the reason they stand around here. Sixty-four years ago we shook bands with
the soldiers, and ever since that I have .had hardships. I made peace
with them, and ever since that I have been running from one place to
:another to keep out of their way. I was over across the line and staid
over there, and I thought you people would take good care of me. You
did not do so, and these people over here gave me good care. I have
waited here three days, and I have got plenty to eat and everybody respects me. I came from tbe other side of the line, and I expect to stay
here. Going back, you can take it easy. Go to where you were born,
and stay there.
I came over to this country, and my great mother knows all abo:ut it.
.She knows I carne back over here, and she don't wish anything of me.
We think, and all the women in the camp thinks, we are going to have
the country full of people. When I shook hands before, there were lots
{)f people here then. Now I have come back in this part of the country
again to have plenty more people, to live in peace and raise children.
, The IndianH then inquired whether the commission bad anything
more to say; and which the commission answered that they bad nothing
·
more, and the conference here closed.
After the conference c1osed, the Canadian authorities bad an interview
with the Indians, and, in reply to a request from the commission, Lieut.Col. J. F. McLeod, commissioner of the Northwest Territory, addressed
the commission the following letter as to the result:
.a,

NORTHWEST MOUNTED · POLICE,
Fort WalfJh, October 1~, 1877.
GENTLEMEN: In answer to your note, I beg leave to inform you that after the interview of the commissioners with the Indians, I had a" talk" with the latter. I endeav-ored to imptess upon them the importance of the answer they had just made; that
.although some of the speakers to the commissioners had claimed to be British Indians
we denied the claim; and that the Queen's Government looked upon them all as
American Indians who bad taken refuge in our country from their enemies. I pointed
out to them their only hope was the buffalo; that it would not be many years before
that source of supply would cease, and that they could expect nothing whatever _from
the Queen's Government, except protection so long as they behaved themselves. I
warned tbem .that their decision affected not only themselves, but their children, and
that they should think well over it before it was too late. I told tbem that they must
not cross the line with a hostile intent; that if they did, they would not only have the
Americans for their enemies, but also the police and the British Government, and urged
u~on them to carry my words to their camps; to tell all their young men what I had
said, and warn them of the consequences of disobedience, pointing out to them that a
few indiscreet young warriors might involve them all in most serious trouble.
They unanimously adhered to the answer they had given the commissioners, and
promi ed to obey what I had told them.
I do not think there need be the lea t anxiety about any of these Indians crossing
the line, at any rate for some time to come.
In baste. Mo t reS}}ectfully, yours,
.
JAMES F. McLEOD,
Lieut. Co1. Cornrnanding Northwest Mounted Police.
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The commission left Fort Walsh on its return homeward on 'the morniug of the 18th October, under escort of a detachment of the Uanadian
mounted police, arriving at the boundary on the afternoon of the 19th
October, and was there joined by its escort of United States troops.
Continuing its journey the commission reached Fort Benton on the
morning of the 23d, and there embarked in Mackinaw boats. It descended the Missouri to Fort Buford, Dakota, arriving there on the 3d
November. Leaving Fort Buford on the 4th November by ambulances,
arriving at Bismarck ori the 7th, and taking the Nortberu Pacific .Raila
road, it arrived at Saint Paul on the 8th, where it adjourned to meet in
Washington on the 28th of November to submit its report.
In compliance with that clause of the foregoing instrnctions which
directs the commission "to aRcertain what danger there may be of hostile invasions on the part of Sitting Bull and the bands under his command upon the territory of the United States," the commbsion bas the
honor to report that they are convinced that Sitting Bull and the In<lians with him will not seek to return to this country at present. It is
believed that they are restrained from ·returniug, partly by their recollectiOn of the constant and harassing pursuit to which they were subjected during tile last winter and spring by the troops under General Miles, a pursuit which ended only with their flight to foreign soil,
partly by the assurances given them by the Canadian authorities that
should they return with hostile intent they will become "the enemies of
both governments," and in part by their belief that for some reason,
which they caunot fathom, the Government of the United States very
earnestly deRires that .they shall return. This belief bas been confirmed and ~trengtbened by the visit of the commission and the very
favorable offers made to them. In their intense bostilit.v to our gov:ernment they are determined to contravene Hs wishes ·to the best of their
ability. The most probable ultimate result is that these Indians, like those
Sioux who, after the Minnesota massacres of 1862, sought and found an
asylum in the British possessions, will iu tin:ie become so accustomed and
attached to tbeir new country that they will regard it as their permanent
home. At the· same time it cannot be concealed that the presence of
this large body of Indians, bitterly hostile to us, in close proximity to
the frontier, is a standing menace to the peace of our Indian territories.
The tribes which occupy the region between the Upper Missouri and
t he 49th parallel have been for some time past restless, disturbed, and
given to complaint. Among these tribes are the Yauktons, themselves
Sioux, and the Assinniboines, kindred of the Sioux.
Though these tribes have been nominally at peace, there is no doubt
that, during the last year and a half, many individuals from them have
helped to swell those bands which have been engaged in open war. It
is impossible to prevent constant communication between these tribes
and the band of Sitting Bull; . and so long as the latter shall remain as
near to our frontier as they now are, they cannot fail to exercise a most
injurious influence over the former, giving evil counsel and advice, stimulating disaffection, and encouraging acts of hostility. Besides, this
body of refugees is not a distinct section of the Sioux Nation ; it is
made up by coutributions from nearly every agency and every tribe; it
i s largely composed of young men whose families still remain at the
various Sioux ·agencies.
Were it a distinct band that had separated itself from and broken off
its associations with tbe rest of its people it would soon be forgotten,
.and wouid cease to exert any influence over those from whom it had
separated; but the intimate relationship, the ties of blood, existing

728

REPORT OF THE SECEETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

between the refugees arid the agency Indians forbid us to hope for such
a result. To the lawless and ill-disposed, to those who commit offenses
against the property and persons of the whites, the refugee camp will
be a secure asylum; not only an asylum on foreign soil, but an asylum
amid their own kindred.
We have already an illustration of tbis danger in the fact that more
than one hundred of the Nez Perces defeated at Bear's Paw Mountain
are now in Sitting Bull's camp.
1t is not the province of the commission to propose any measures ia
respect to this matter to be taken by the government, but they may be
permitted to suggest that the evils which they apprehend may be in
some degree avoided by a compliance on the part of the authorities of
the Dominion of Canada with that rule of international law which re. quires that armed military or insurgent bodies which are driven by
force across the frontier of a neutral state shall be "interned," shall be
removed so far into the interior of the neutral state that they can no·
longer threaten, in any manner, the peace and safety of the Htate from
which they have come.
In conclusion, the members of the cor;nmission desire to express their
grateful sense of the courtesy with which they were received by Lieutenant-Colonel McLeod, Major Walsh, and the officers of police undertheir command.
ALFRED H. TERRY,
A. G. LAWRENCE,
Cornmissionm·s..
H. 0. CoRBIN, Sec1·etary.

